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have come together in commemoration
of their fallen brethren.

But for one person, this year’s cere-
mony also marked a different anniver-
sary.

Anne Griffith, whom many of us
know more affectionately as Woolie,
was just 3 years old when on April 15,
1996, her father, Maine State trooper
James ‘“‘Drew’’ Griffith, was killed in a
car accident while pursuing a speeding
vehicle. I first met Woolie in the days
that followed—at her father’s funeral,
as she endured an experience that no
child should have to and as I, then Gov-
ernor, attempted to convey the deep
gratitude of a State that mourned
alongside her.

She was strong then, just as she is
strong now. Woolie is now 25 years old,
and this year marks two decades since
her father’s death—and in that time,
she has grown into a wonderful young
woman—raised by her mother, Maine
Warden Chaplain Kate Braestrup.

In a remarkable testament to her for-
titude and strength of character,
Woolie several years ago made the con-
scious decision to follow in her father’s
footsteps by entering the ranks of the
Maine State police. Today, she serves
as an investigative analyst for the
Maine State Police Computer Crimes
Unit, donning the same blue uniform
once worn so proudly by her father;
surrounded by many of the same dedi-
cated public servants who stood beside
him years ago.

Woolie spoke at the Maine Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Service in
May. Her words were a powerful tribute
to the law enforcement community,
not only because they speak so well to
their constant and ever-present work
and vigilance to keep us safe, but also
because they so aptly capture the un-
failing love and kindness that too often
is overlooked today.

I deeply hope that future generations
of Americans may look at her father’s
life, his legacy, and her tribute to him
and to the law enforcement community
and come to more deeply understand
and appreciate the sacrifices of those
who protect us every day.

Mr. President, I ask that Anne Grif-
fith’s remarks at the Maine Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Service
on May 19, 2016, be printed in the
RECORD.

The material follows:

[May 19, 2016]
G00D HOPE CEMETERY—AUGUSTA, MAINE
(By Anne Griffith)

Good morning,

My name is Anne Griffith. I am the young-
est of four children of Maine Warden Chap-
lain Kate Braestrup and fallen Maine State
Trooper Drew Griffith.

It is a privilege to stand with you, and
honor my father today. On behalf of the fam-
ilies of the fallen, I thank you all for being
here.

As the youngest of Drew’s children, I was
three years old when my dad died, too young
to form clear memories.

I did not have much of a chance to experi-
ence him as a father, and my memories of
him are vague and uncertain.
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What I had, growing up, were stories—sto-
ries of his intelligence, his kindness, and his
humor—told to me by those who had known
him well: my mother, and my siblings of
course, my family . . . and my blue family,
too. Law enforcement officers who worked
with Dad supported us, shared our sadness
and kept us close over the years, caring for
him by caring for us. They, too, gave me my
father in stories.

And so, two decades later I am still a part
of that blue family.

In 2014 I worked as a Reserve Patrol Offi-
cer. During this time, I thought often of my
dad. I got a glimpse of him—his sorrows and
satisfactions—through performing the tasks
that he performed; I placed handcuffs on of-
fenders while they fought me.

I performed CPR on two victims . . .
could not save them.

I helped in preventing the suicide of a men-
tally ill woman.

For the past year, I have worked as an In-
vestigative Analyst for the Computer Crimes
Unit. During this time I have assisted in a
variety of cases from child pornography pos-
session to child molestation offenses.

Because of the nature of my work for the
Unit, I can definitively point to particular
cases and know for certain that I made a dif-
ference in the outcome of the investigation.
There is a satisfaction in this that my father
felt . . . and I have felt it, too.

I know there is no greater sense of honor
and purpose than participating in the protec-
tion of innocent human lives. This is what
my father died doing.

Besides working with an incredible team, I
am fortunate to work closely with those who
knew and loved my father—Lt. Glenn Lang
who helped to carry his casket, Sgt. Laurie
Northrup who once told me her last con-
versation with my dad was of how much he
loved his wife and children; Computer Ana-
lyst Andrea Donovan, who worked as a State
Police Dispatcher and heard my Dad sign on
10-8, and sign off 10-7.

I am able to know my father through
them, just as they are able to know him
through me.

April 15, 2016 marked the 20th Anniversary
of my father’s line of duty death.

To mark the day, I went for a run.

A sergeant of the Maine State Police K9
Unit, and a recently graduated State Troop-
er ran with me, in the area where I grew up—
and Dad’s patrol area.

We ended up at Marshall Point Lighthouse
in Port Clyde, where a bench dedicated in my
father’s name is placed. The sky was clear
blue and the air was crisp with salt from the
nearby ocean.

Neither the sergeant nor the brand-new
trooper had ever shaken my father’s hand, or
laughed at his jokes. Still, they are his fam-
ily, they are his brothers. They ran with him
by running with me.

The law enforcement family is large; it
crosses state lines and international borders.
Though my siblings and I lost our father, we
did not lose our connection to his legacy, nor
the family he became a part of when he
joined the Maine State Police in 1986. I know
who my father was because I know you—his
brothers and sisters in uniform, intelligent,
good-humored and kind—who continue to
serve and protect the people of Maine and of
the United States. In honoring my father
today, I honor you.

Thank you.e

————————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SINCLAIR
OIL

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, today, on
behalf of myself and Senator MIKE
CRAPO, I wish to recognize and cele-

and
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brate the 100th anniversary of Sinclair
0il Corporation. A family-owned com-
pany, Sinclair Oil is one of the oldest
continuously operated brands in the oil
business.

On May 1, 1916, Harry F. Sinclair
founded the Sinclair Oil and Refining
Corporation. Three years later, the
company had grown to four times its
original size. In the 1920s, Sinclair in-
troduced America to the ‘“‘first modern
service station,” providing people and
families with a place to get an oil
change, fix minor vehicle repairs, and
public restrooms that motorists could
use. By creating a modern service sta-
tion, Sinclair paved the way for the
American road trip.

The Great Depression was a time of
growth for Sinclair Oil as they bought
companies that were going under. If
not for Sinclair, these companies would
have completely disappeared, taking
away countless jobs and revenue for
local communities. In 1930, Dino the
Dinosaur became the company’s mas-
cot and logo. To this day, Dino remains
a visible fixture in Idaho and all across
the Rocky Mountain region. During
World War II, Sinclair supported the
Allies with high-octane fuel, tankers,
and more.

After Harry F. Sinclair retired as
president in January 1949, the company
had several different owners including
Atlantic Richfield Company and
PASCO, Inc., until 1976, when Robert
Earl Holding acquired Sinclair Oil.
Known for his steadiness and warmth,
Earl Holding made Sinclair feel like a
mom-and-pop business. Further testa-
ment to Earl Holding and his legacy,
Dale Ensign, former executive presi-
dent of Sinclair, once said ‘‘the em-
ployees learned over a period of time
that he would do what he said he would
do.”

Earl Holding was actively involved in
the management and leadership of Sin-
clair Oil wuntil 2009. Currently, the
Holding family continues to own and
run the business under the leadership
of Mr. Ross Matthews, CEO and chair-
man of the board of Sinclair Oil Cor-
poration.

Today Sinclair 0Oil Corporation in-
cludes more than 1,300 Sinclair-branded
stations in 24 States, mostly west of
the Mississippi River, and is the largest
refinery operation in the Rocky Moun-
tain region. In addition to being a fully
integrated oil company, Sinclair also
has hospitality and ranching ventures,
including the Grand America Hotel in
Salt Lake City, the Little America ho-
tels and travel centers, the Westgate
Hotel in San Diego, and Sun Valley Re-
sort in my home State, Idaho.

So today we recognize Sinclair Oil
Corporation for achieving this historic
100-year milestone and applaud their
entire community for the contribu-
tions they have made to Idaho and
across our country throughout the
years.®
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TRIBUTE TO W. EDGAR WELDEN

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize Edgar Welden of
Birmingham, AL, for being named the
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame’s 2016
“Distinguished American Sportsman.”
Edgar is a distinguished businessman
and friend whose life has been marked
by service to the people of his commu-
nity, State, and Nation. His untiring
work to benefit young people through
athletics makes him most deserving of
this honor.

Edgar has an extraordinary record of
accomplishment. A Wetumpka native,
he grew up with a great passion for
sports, playing football, baseball, and
basketball in high school before earn-
ing a degree from the University of
Alabama. His passion for athletics has
only grown since then. In fact, he spent
1997 traveling to seven continents and
all 50 states to attend more than 250
sporting events, and he chronicled his
journeys in his book ‘“Time Out! A
Sports Fan’s Dream Year.”

One of his most valuable contribu-
tions to Alabama was his service as di-
rector of the important Alabama De-
velopment Office and the Alabama De-
partment of Economic and Community
Affairs and as special assistant to the
Governor for Economic Affairs. He has
been widely recognized as one of the
key players in Governor Guy Hunt’s
successful first term. This work for the
State, performed on a volunteer basis,
earned him recognition in 1987 by the
Alabama Broadcasters Association as
Alabama’s Citizen of the Year. In 1988,
he was appointed by Governor Hunt as
voluntary chairman of the Alabama
Reunion, a 2-year statewide celebration
and promotion of the State’s heritage
and economic development opportuni-
ties. As the architect of this nationally
recognized program, he was awarded
the 1992 National Governor’s Associa-
tion Award for Distinguished Service
to State Government.

Despite his impressive accomplish-
ments in government, business, and
politics, it is through athletics that he
has had perhaps his greatest influence.
Edgar has a special place in his heart
for young people, and with his keen in-
sight, he has found ways to utilize ath-
letics to promote character and edu-
cation and improve the lives of young
people across our State.

His accomplishments in this regard
are too many to list comprehensively.
His work with high school athletics in-
cludes the Crippled Children’s Founda-
tion, where he currently serves as
chairman, and the Monday Morning
Quarterback Club, where he is a board
member. In 2002, he founded the non-
profit Birmingham Athletic Partner-
ship to support the city’s middle and
high school athletic programs. This
program has provided Birmingham city
schools with over $3.5 million in finan-
cial support. Edgar believes that chil-
dren in the inner city should have the
same chances for athletic success as
better funded programs and his goal is
to ensure their athletes, bands, and
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cheerleaders are able to compete on a
level playing field. In addition, since
2003, he has served as the chairman and
president of the hugely successful Bry-
ant-Jordan Scholarship Program,
which has awarded over $9 million col-
lege scholarships to more than 2,700
student-athletes in Alabama who ex-
celled athletically and scholastically
while overcoming adversity. In 2006, he
was appointed by President George W.
Bush to serve as a member of the Presi-
dent’s Council on Physical Fitness &
Sports.

Edgar also serves as chairman of the
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame Museum,
a true State treasure which maintains
for generations to come the stories of
legendary Alabama athletes whose sto-
ries never fail to inspire us today.
Many say it is the best sports hall of
fame in America. And in a great vic-
tory for the city of Birmingham, he co-
chaired the committee that landed the
2021 World Games. This was a huge ef-
fort to land this event, and Edgar used
all his energy and people skills to do
so. He was inducted into the Alabama
High School Sports Hall of Fame in
2007 and was recently elected to the
board of directors of the National Foot-
ball Foundation. Indeed, while he
would never say so himself, perhaps no
other sportsman in the country has
done more for their State than Edgar
has for Alabama.

Edgar also serves on the president’s
cabinet at the University of Alabama
and, in 2010, was honored with the Dis-
tinguished Alumnus Award. He has ac-
complished all of this while building a
successful business career in real es-
tate development and property man-
agement. An essential part of his suc-
cess has been the support and partner-
ship of his wonderful wife, Louise. She
is a star in her own right and has al-
ways enjoyed seeing young people grow
and progress. They are a great pair.
Edgar and Louise get great pleasure
out of random acts of kindness. On a
plane flight, Edgar met the wife of a
soldier that was returning from com-
bat—so typical of his generosity, Edgar
arranged for them to have the honey-
moon suite in his hotel for free. Edgar
and Louise are people of generosity, pa-
triotism, and positive spirit. To know
Edgar and Louise is to love them.

For all of his accomplishments, I
commend and congratulate my friend
today. Being named to receive the Dis-
tinguished American Sportsman Award
is a fitting honor indeed. It is appro-
priate that our Nation pauses periodi-
cally to recognize, celebrate, and give
thanks to citizens like Edgar and Lou-
ise whose lives make our country so
wonderful.e

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:20 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:
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H.R. 87. An act to modify the boundary of
the Shiloh National Military Park located in
Tennessee and Mississippi, to establish Park-
er’s Crossroads Battlefield as an affiliated
area of the National Park System, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 1815. An act to facilitate certain
pinyon-juniper related projects in Lincoln
County, Nevada, to modify the boundaries of
certain wilderness areas in the State of Ne-
vada, and to provide for the implementation
of a conservation plan for the Virgin River,
Nevada.

H.R. 2009. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain land inholdings owned by the
United States to the Tucson Unified School
District and to the Pascua Yaqui Tribe of
Arizona.

H.R. 2733. An act to require the Secretary
of the Interior to take land into trust for
certain Indian tribes, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3070. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Commerce to permit striped bass
fishing in the Exclusive Economic Zone tran-
sit zone between Montauk, New York, and
Point Judith, Rhode Island, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 4904. An act to require the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget to
issue a directive on the management of soft-
ware licenses, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4906. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to clarify the eligibility of em-
ployees of a land management agency in a
time-limited appointment to compete for a
permanent appointment at any Federal
agency, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5273. An act to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for regu-
latory relief under the Medicare program for
certain providers of services and suppliers
and increased transparency in hospital cod-
ing and enrollment data, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 5338. An act to reduce passenger wait
times at airports, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 129. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for the goal of ensuring
that all Holocaust victims live with dignity,
comfort, and security in their remaining
years, and urging the Federal Republic of
Germany to continue to reaffirm its commit-
ment to this goal through a financial com-
mitment to comprehensively address the
unique health and welfare needs of vulner-
able Holocaust victims, including home care
and other medically prescribed needs.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 3(a) of the Evi-
dence-Based Policy Commission Act of
2016 (Public Law 114-140), and the order
of the House of January 6, 2015, the
Speaker appoints the following individ-
uals on the part of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Commission on Evi-
dence-Based Policymaking: Mr. Ron
Haskins of Rockville, Maryland, Co-
Chairman, Mr. Bruce Meyer of Chicago,
Illinois, and Mr. Robert Hahn of Hills-
boro Beach, Florida.

———————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 87. An act to modify the boundary of
the Shiloh National Military Park located in
Tennessee and Mississippi, to establish Park-
er’s Crossroads Battlefield as an affiliated
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