S3796

the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4490
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 4490 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2943, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2017 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4550
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TiLLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4550 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2943, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4629
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4629 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2943, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4641
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TIiLLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4641 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2943, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

—————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and
Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 3048. A bill to withdraw certain
Federal land located in Malheur Coun-
ty, Oregon, from all forms of entry, ap-
propriation, or disposal under the pub-
lic land laws, location, entry, and pat-
ent under the mining laws, and oper-
ation under the mineral leasing laws,
to provide for the conduct of certain
economic activities in Malheur Coun-
ty, Oregon, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I
am introducing the Southeastern Or-
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egon Mineral Withdrawal and Eco-
nomic Preservation and Development
Act to provide a boost to the rural Or-
egon economy and to protect the
world-renowned Southeastern Oregon
landscape. I am pleased to introduce
this bill with my colleague from Or-
egon, Senator JEFF MERKLEY.

In Southeastern Oregon, the high
desert landscape is home to hundreds
of millions of acres of public lands that
have hosted cattle ranching and visi-
tors and locals for generations. These
lands are supported by Oregonians who
grew up there and who rely on them as
a long-time linchpin for their local
economies. The equation is simple:
Healthy public lands mean healthy
economies in this part of Oregon. And
outside threats to those lands place
local economies in peril.

I understand that companies, includ-
ing foreign companies, want to come
into Southeastern Oregon to explore
for minerals, including uranium. This
is deeply troubling because these min-
ing operations are dangerous—to the
existing local economies as well as to
the environment, over all. By poten-
tially hamstringing the creation of
jobs in agriculture and recreation, and
stunting the growth of small busi-
nesses, blocking mining in these areas
protects this local potential.

Senator MERKLEY and I are intro-
ducing this bill because the risks posed
by mineral exploration to the commu-
nities and their way of life are far too
great to roll the dice.

Not only does our bill protect more
than 2 million acres from mineral ex-
ploration and extraction, it creates and
expands programs to support South-
eastern Oregon communities so they
can grow their economies and build on
their strengths. These programs in-
clude grants to develop modern and ef-
ficient water storage systems to keep
livestock out of rivers and streams and
reduce the need to transport water.
They also include infrastructure grants
to improve roads for farmers and agri-
culture-related businesses, as well as
job training for veterans and young
people get started in agriculture. Fi-
nally, our bill would address broader
economic issues by establishing an Ag-
riculture Center of Excellence to ex-
pand local agriculture research, pro-
viding additional assistance to local
and rural firefighters, improving water
and wastewater systems, and deploying
broadband service and cellphone tow-
ers.

With these investments in South-
eastern Oregon, communities can cre-
ate jobs, train a new generation of
workers, and modernize their econo-
mies. All those gains can be achieved
while protecting Malheur County’s nat-
ural landscape and ensuring that the
historic uses of the land can continue
without interruption from harmful
mining operations.

June 10, 2016
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 488—RECOG-
NIZING THE HISTORICAL SIG-
NIFICANCE AND THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE “JAMES H.
MEREDITH MARCH AGAINST
FEAR”, A 220-MILE WALK DOWN
HIGHWAY 51 FROM MEMPHIS,
TENNESSEE, TO JACKSON, MIS-
SISSIPPI

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 488

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States, in Brown v. Board of Education, 347
U.S. 483 (1954), ruled that separating children
in public schools on the basis of race violates
the 14th Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States;

Whereas in the years following Brown v.
Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954), some
Southern States, including the State of Mis-
sissippi, continued to uphold racial segrega-
tion;

Whereas, in 1962, the first African-Amer-
ican integrated the University of Mississippi
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘Ole Miss’’);

Whereas, in 1965, the Voting Rights Act of
1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.), which passed
Congress with bipartisan support and was
signed by President Lyndon Johnson, prohib-
ited racial discrimination in voting;

Whereas, in 1966, 4 years after integration,
the first African-American student at Ole
Miss planned a 220-mile march from Mem-
phis, Tennessee, to Jackson, Mississippi (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Meredith
March Against Fear’)—

(1) to challenge the fear that dominated
the day-to-day lives of African-Americans in
the Southern United States, specifically in
the State of Mississippi; and

(2) to encourage the 450,000 unregistered
African-Americans in the State of Mis-
sissippi to register to vote and to go to the
polls;

Whereas, on June 5, 1966, the historic Mere-
dith March Against Fear began at the Pea-
body Hotel in downtown Memphis, Ten-
nessee;

Whereas the self-reliant and determined
leader of the Meredith March Against Fear
carried no food, clothing, or sleeping bag,
and was joined only by a small number of Af-
rican-American supporters and Whites from
the North;

Whereas on reaching the border between
the States of Tennessee and Mississippi, the
marchers were greeted with hostility;

Whereas, on June 6, 1966, the Meredith
March Against Fear continued south along
United States Highway 51 through DeSoto
County toward the town of Hernando, Mis-
sissippi;

Whereas 150 African-American men and
women greeted the marchers at the town
square in Hernando, Mississippi;

Whereas the visit of the marchers to
Hernando, Mississippi, embodied the purpose
of the Meredith March Against Fear, ‘‘to ex-
plain [to African Americans] that the old
order was passing, that they should stand up
as men with nothing to fear’’;

Whereas, on June 6, 1966, about 1 mile
south of Hernando, Mississippi, the leader of
the Meredith March Against Fear was shot 3
times by an attempted assassin;

Whereas, on June 7, 1966, national civil
rights leaders, including Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Floyd McKissick, and Stokely Car-
michael, resumed the Meredith March
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