H3730

human rights report. And it also calls
on the government, our government, to
bar provision of visas, pursuant to cur-
rent law, to Chinese and other nation-
als engaged in coerced organ or bodily
tissue transplantation.

Again, I want to thank ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN and Mr. CONNOLLY for their
leadership on this.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am prepared to close once Mr. ENGEL
yields back his time.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, a commitment to
human rights for people around the
world is a fundamental American value
and a pillar of our foreign policy. So
when we hear reports of horrific
abuses, such as state-sanctioned organ
harvesting, we have a responsibility to
determine the scope of the problem and
respond.

I want to thank Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN
for her tenacity in bringing this for-
ward. I want to thank Mr. SMITH, who
is always there for human rights. I
want to thank Chairman ROYCE, again,
for allowing this resolution to come
forward and, again, for making this a
bipartisan concern.

I have heard from colleagues and con-
stituents again and again about griev-
ous violations of human rights that
Falun Gong and other prisoners of con-
science have endured at the hands of
Chinese authorities. We need to send a
clear message that this sort of abuse is
unacceptable.

So again, I want to thank Congress-
woman ROS-LEHTINEN for bringing our
attention to this issue and bringing
forward this measure. This is a resolu-
tion that everyone should vote for, and
I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, in recent years, sadly,
the United States has receded from our
role as a promoter and defender of
human rights internationally. Once a
central part of U.S. foreign policy, we
have witnessed the protection of
human rights fall far down on our pri-
ority list as administrations have be-
come too eager to make deals with des-
pots and tyrants in places like Iran,
Cuba, and North Korea.

Those who once looked to the United
States to be the leader, to stand up and
protect those suffering and those who
are being denied their most basic and
fundamental rights, no longer view us
as the voice for the voiceless, willing to
stand up for those suffering around the
world.

Shame on us, Mr. Speaker, because
this failure to promote our ideals and
our principles, well, that leads ruthless
thugs to believe that they can get
away with whatever they want, and, ul-
timately, it increases the suffering of
the people that they exploit.

The United States must once again
make our core values and beliefs a cen-

tral tenet of our foreign policy agenda
in order to restore our credibility and
to restore the faith that so many have
in our ability to help bring about
change for those who cannot protect
themselves.
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Passing this resolution today, Mr.
Speaker, sends a clear signal to China
that the United States opposes its
gross violations of human rights, par-
ticularly against the Falun Gong prac-
titioners. They are so peaceful, and
they are so full of composure. They
pose no threat to China, yet this ruth-
less dictatorship forces them to com-
mit unspeakable acts. This resolution
sends a signal to countless others suf-
fering around the world that the
United States will, once again, make
the protection of human rights a pri-
ority.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join us to support this resolution, sup-
port our ideals and values, support
human rights, and help the practi-
tioners of Falun Gong.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 343, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 4939, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 5312, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

————

UNITED STATES-CARIBBEAN STRA-
TEGIC ENGAGEMENT ACT OF 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4939) to increase engagement
with the governments of the Caribbean
region, the Caribbean diaspora commu-
nity in the United States, and the pri-
vate sector and civil society in both
the United States and the Caribbean,
and for other purposes, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.
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The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 386, nays 6,
not voting 42, as follows:

[Roll No. 297]

YEAS—386
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NAYS—6
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NOT VOTING—42
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7 1853

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee changed
his vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Ms. SPEIER changed her vote from
“nay” to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I have a
parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will
state his parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I am
really concerned that we have just
today had a moment of silence, and
later this week, the 17th——

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman
have a parliamentary inquiry?

Mr. CLYBURN. Yes.

Mr. Speaker, I am particularly inter-
ested about three pieces of legislation
that have been filed in this body.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not
stating a parliamentary inquiry.

———

NETWORKING AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT MODERNIZATION
ACT OF 2016

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 5-
minute voting will continue.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. The unfinished busi-
ness is the vote on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
5312) to amend the High-Performance
Computing Act of 1991 to authorize ac-
tivities for support of networking and
information technology research, and
for other purposes, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, as amended.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 385, nays 7,
not voting 42, as follows:

[Roll No. 298]

Stated for:

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 297, | was unavoidably detained and
unable to return to Washington, D.C. in time to
cast my vote. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF THE VICTIMS OF THE TER-
RORIST ATTACK IN ORLANDO,
FLORIDA

The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask
all present to rise for the purpose of a
moment of silence.

The Chair asks that the House now
observe a moment of silence in mem-
ory of the victims of the terrorist at-
tack in Orlando.
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Rogers (KY)
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