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have friends; that they have people
who will stand with them, even in the
darkest hour; even when they walk
through the valley of the shadow of
death, there are friends who will stand
with them. They are not alone. Come
to the floor, if you choose, and make
your statements known.

I do this because I understand that
this opportunity to stand here is not
something that I enjoy because I am so
smart. There are people who lived and
some who died so that I might stand in
the well of the Congress of the United
States of America on this day.

And because they did, it is worthy of
mentioning that there were people
other than African Americans who par-
ticipated in my liberation. Schwerner
and Goodman died fighting for the
rights of African Americans. They were
not Black.

John Shillady died in Austin, Texas,
a field marshal for the NAACP. He was
not Black.

When Rosa Parks went to jail, Vir-
ginia Durr and her husband, attorney
Clifford Durr, along with Mr. Nixon,
who was the then-president of the
NAACP, posted her bail. Mr. Nixon was
African American; the Durrs were not.

So it is important for those of us who
have benefited from the goodness, the
goodwill of others, to pay that debt we
owe. This is an opportunity to make
another installment on the debt that
we owe as a result of others standing
up for us. We were not alone, and the
LGBTQ community should not be alone
and is not alone.

So, tonight, we invite Members to
come to the floor and to preface your
statements with ‘“‘you are not alone”
and to let people know that you stand
with the community in this time of
great sadness, of great sadness.

But, also, speak of some of the good
things that have occurred. We can talk
of how the Supreme Court has made a
significant difference, not only for this
time but for all time, for people, be-
cause the Constitution of the United
States was not written for Democrats
or Republicans. It wasn’t written for
conservatives or liberals. It wasn’t
written for people of a certain hue. It
wasn’t written for people of a certain
religion. It was written for the people
of the United States of America, and
that includes the LGBTQ community.

I thank you for the time. This is a to-
be-continued moment. First hour after
votes, to be continued.

God bless you, and God bless the
United States of America. And I pledge
allegiance to the flag and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation
under God, with liberty and justice for
all, and that includes the LGBTQ com-
munity.

———

CI REALIGNMENT ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5
minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, when
most folks hear or think about the In-
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ternal Revenue Service, I am sure they
probably think about the April 15 dead-
line. Maybe they even think about the
prospects of an audit, or, in most cases,
I imagine people are thinking about
and wondering, you know, when is
their tax refund going to be delivered?
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Or perhaps their minds might jump
to the scandals that have plagued the
IRS, from the targeting of conservative
groups to the IRS’ failures to keep
track of employee emails. Whatever
the case, Mr. Speaker, I don’t believe
most people would immediately asso-
ciate the IRS as a Federal law enforce-
ment agency. However, the IRS is, in
fact, home to our Nation’s sixth largest
law enforcement agency. It is called
the IRS Criminal Investigation, or CI,
for short.

CI was originally known as the IRS
Intelligence division, and it was formed
in 1919 to combat widespread corrup-
tion and organized crime. A great ex-
ample of that from the early days is
the investigation and conviction of Al
Capone.

Now, today, CI is solely responsible
for the enforcement of criminal viola-
tions of our Nation’s tax laws and
shares jurisdiction over violations of
money laundering and bank secrecy
laws. In addition, CI has also become
an indispensable tool used in the inves-
tigation of terror financing cases and
works jointly with many of our other
Federal law enforcement agencies.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I was a United
States attorney for a number of years,
and I have had the privilege of working
with many CI special agents and per-
sonally know the value of their un-
matched financial investigatory abili-
ties.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, the IRS’
mismanagement of CI and their inabil-
ity to prioritize CI’s needs has caused a
troubling drop in the number of CI spe-
cial agents and staff. This, in turn, has
led to a reduction in the number of CI’s
investigations and convictions at a
time when offenses such as identity
theft, money laundering, tax fraud, and
terror financing are all on the rise.

These resource decisions, along with
an organizational and reporting struc-
ture at the IRS that is poorly suited to
oversee a Federal law enforcement
agency, have demonstrated that the
IRS is ill-equipped to effectively sup-
port and manage CI.

Mr. Speaker, simply put, we need to
be placing a premium on the world-
class financial investigations CI carries
out each day. This is why, Mr. Speaker,
I am proud to have recently introduced
the CI Realignment Act. This legisla-
tion, which I am pleased is supported
by the Federal Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Association, will create a new Bu-
reau of Criminal Investigation within
the Department of the Treasury by
transferring CI out of the IRS.

Mr. Speaker, first and foremost, this
legislation is about law enforcement. It
is about the dedicated personnel at CI
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that work in offices across the country
and, indeed, across the world.

While this House will continue to
have discussions and consider nec-
essary reforms and legislation to right
the ship over at the IRS, the CI Re-
alignment Act is concerned with cre-
ating a clear distinction between the
civil IRS function and the Federal law
enforcement agency charged with
criminal enforcement of our Nation’s
laws.

Most importantly, Mr. Speaker, my
legislation will remove CI from the bu-
reaucracy of the scandal-ridden IRS
and allow for an increased focus on law
enforcement.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the IRS
urgently needs to address their short-
falls in many areas, from consumer
service to data protection. Let’s make
certain that they do not further im-
pede the critical work of our Nation’s
top financial investigators while they
try to figure out how to run the IRS.

———

HAPPY BIRTHDAY UNITED STATES
ARMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on this day 241 years ago, the Congress
adopted the American Continental
Army. This Congress resolved to raise
six companies of expert riflemen and to
march and join the Army near Boston.

Our Army was born in war, and to
this day, it has continued its service in
the defense of American liberty. Our
six companies have grown to over 1
million strong. Our All-Volunteer force
continues to be the example around the
world, producing an image of American
idealism and vision and a culture of
soldiers that fight for country, the
Constitution, and their fellow man.

General George Washington, during
one of the Army’s first battles at the
1775 Siege of Boston, articulated how I
feel about the Army: ‘“Your exertions
in the cause of freedom, guided by wis-
dom and animated by zeal and courage,
have gained you the love and con-
fidence of your grateful countrymen;
and they look to you, who are experi-
enced veterans, and trust that you will
still be the guardians of America.”

These past 241 years have tried and
tested our Army, from the fields of
France to the deserts of Iraq and the
mountains of Afghanistan. Today our
soldiers are deployed in over 140 coun-
tries. Representing Fort Hood, I am
aware that Fort Hood soldiers are de-
ployed in Afghanistan and Korea in the
defense of our American security.
Every day I am reminded of what our
men and women in uniform and their
families do to protect what we hold
special.

With all the focus on weapons, pro-
grams, and initiatives, it is easy to for-
get that the Army is about people.
Looking to God, I am reminded of Isa-
iah 6:8: “Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And
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