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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 5, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

————

WE ARE ASKING FOR A VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we come to the floor early
this afternoon knowing that later this
day we have a meeting with the Speak-
er. It is our goal and our hope that the
Speaker will provide an opportunity
for the minority party to have its two
votes taken up in this Congress.

We prevail on the good nature of the
Speaker and know him to be an honest
and forthright man and an institution-

alist who understands the House. We
also know that he is not just Speaker
for the Republican Conference, but he
is indeed Speaker of the entire House.

We face an extraordinary calamity, a
catastrophe unlike anyone has experi-
enced in any other country in the
world, and it is the ongoing slaughter
that occurs. There have been more
than 1,000 mass murders since the trag-
edy at Sandy Hook when they took, as
Senator JOE MANCHIN said, our babies
from us.

What we are asking for on this side of
the aisle are very commonsense solu-
tions; no fly, no buy. If you can’t get
on an airplane because you are a ter-
rorist but you can buy a gun, doesn’t it
seem as though there should be regula-
tions that would prevent that and keep
guns out of the hands of terrorists,
criminals, and the mentally chal-
lenged?

Also, there are background checks,
which most law enforcement entities
have talked about on the very bill that
Senators PAT TOOMEY and JOE MANCHIN
introduced in the United States Senate
that received the majority of votes and
that Representatives PETER KING and
MIKE THOMPSON introduced in the
House of Representatives.

We are asking for a simple vote.
After all, that is what we are elected to
do. We are elected to represent the peo-
ple whom we are sworn to serve and
cast votes.

It has been more than 3% years we
have not even been allowed to cast a
vote in the House of Representatives.
That is why so many took to this floor
in an organic movement demonstrating
that we have had enough and that we
deserve a vote and that we demand a
vote for the countless victims and fam-
ilies of these tragedies.

It is not enough, as respectful as it
is, to stand for a moment of silence.
Our caucus will not be silent anymore.
We feel that silence means you are
complicit with these ongoing tragedies.

So we have asked for two pieces of
legislation, both commonsense and, oh,
by the way, supported by—no matter
what poll you read—between 85 and 95
percent of the American public. They
are not controversial.

All we are asking for is the decency
to perform our constitutional responsi-
bility in representing our constituents
and to have the ability to cast the vote
that they are all asking for. We are
prevailing upon the decency of the
other side, their understanding of the
Constitution, their understanding of
the rules of this House. We are count-
ing on their decency for the families
and the victims to allow us those sim-
ple measures that we swear an oath to
this office in order to perform.

We are asking you for a vote. It is
nothing more than what is required of
us when we raise our hand and take the
oath here. To deny us of that is to deny
us of our basic rights.

——

HOUSE RULES OR RULES FOR
RADICALS?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
the afternoon of June 22, a large num-
ber of Democrats brought the delibera-
tions of the House of Representatives
to a standstill in one of the most dis-
graceful and childish breaches of deco-
rum in the history of this institution.
In complete contempt of this House
and the rule of law, they shouted down
all with whom they disagreed. They
blocked access to the microphones as
Members sought to address the Chair,
and they illegally occupied the Hall of
the House, forcing an early adjourn-
ment and costing this House three full
days of legislative deliberations.

Abraham Lincoln said it best: “There
is no grievance that is a fit object of
redress by mob law.”
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What we saw was the mob law of Oc-
cupy Wall Street brought to the House
floor. They are seeking to use the re-
cent terrorist attacks as justification
for making it harder for law-abiding
Americans to defend themselves. That
is a strange logic, but so be it. They
certainly have a right to their opin-
ions. They have a right to express
those opinions on the House floor, and
they have a right to use all of the pro-
cedures of the House to act on their
opinions. What they do not have is the
right to prevent those with different
views from exercising the same rights,
and yet that is precisely what they did.

These Democratic Members have
many procedures and opportunities to
bring their bills to the House for a
vote. They could have executed a dis-
charge petition to bring their bill im-
mediately to the floor. They could have
moved to have their bill inserted into
any bill pending on the House floor, a
common motion that we routinely hear
and vote upon several times a week.

The fact is their proposals were con-
sidered in the Senate and voted down.
Their proposals were considered in the
House committee and voted down.
Their discharge petition is pending at
this desk right now, awaiting enough
signatures to execute it. Their only
problem is they don’t have enough
votes. Well, sorry, that is called democ-
racy. The majority of their colleagues
simply disagree with them for some
very good reasons.

Their rights were honored and pro-
tected by the Republican majority
under the rule of law, yet they denied
those same rights to others by replac-
ing the rule of law with the rule of the
mob; and they did so on the most sa-
cred ground of our democratic Repub-
lic, the Hall of the House of Represent-
atives.

Instead of working within the time-
honored rules of the House to convince
the majority of their way of thinking,
they decided to tear down the rules.
This was the lawless left on full dis-
play, and I hope the American people
took a long, hard look at it and under-
stand the threat to our democratic tra-
ditions and institutions that this con-
duct reveals.

In recent days, we have seen leftist
mobs assembled under a foreign flag
violently attacking American citizens
who were merely trying to exercise
their right to peaceably assemble to
support their candidate for President.
We have seen this administration at-
tempt to criminalize political dissent
and use our institutions of government
to intimidate people out of partici-
pating in our political process. And
now we have watched this lawless be-
havior imported onto the floor of the
House of Representatives.

The House leadership decided not to
confront this unprecedented spectacle
as it unfolded, and I do not gainsay
their decision here. It was obvious the
Members involved were trying to pro-
voke a physical confrontation, but seri-
ous damage was done that day to our
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orderly process of government and it
cannot go unchallenged. Doing so
would establish a dangerous and corro-
sive precedent, antithetical to every-
thing which this institution and our
country stands for.

The Constitution provides that the
House may sanction Members for dis-
orderly behavior, and the Members re-
sponsible for the events of June 22 and
23 must be called to account for their
actions. If we fail to do so, we will have
replaced the House rules with rules for
radicals.

———
GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, a little
over a week and a half ago, my col-
leagues and I came to the House floor.
We came to the floor to protest the in-
action of this Republican Congress, the
tyranny of the majority, to act on gun
violence prevention measures—their
deliberate inaction in the face of 33,000
deaths caused by gun violence every
yvear. We came to demand substantive
action to address our country’s epi-
demic of gun violence.

Yet, today we will be presented with
legislation promoted by the NRA that
fails to address this serious problem.
H.R. 4237 does not close or otherwise
address the terror gap that allows
known or suspected terrorists in the
United States to legally buy guns.

Instead, this bill handicaps law en-
forcement, creating an impossibly bur-
densome process and allowing terror-
ists to take advantage of the Charles-
ton loophole. In fact, H.R. 4237 doesn’t
just leave the loophole open, which led
to the loss of nine lives at the Emanuel
AME Church, it reinforces it and the
terror gap.

Under this legislation, to prevent the
transfer of a firearm, the government
will be required to file an emergency
petition, schedule a hearing, provide
the suspect with notice and counsel,
and win the hearing all within 72 hours
of the attempted purchase. And even if
the government is able to win the hear-
ing, it can only prevent the transfer if
the court finds that the suspected ter-
rorist committed, attempted to, or will
commit an act of terrorism. Put an-
other way, the government can only
prevent a gun sale to a suspected ter-
rorist if they can arrest the person for
terrorist activity within 3 days of an
attempted purchase.

Ultimately, this legislation does not
provide any meaningful safeguards to
prevent terrorists from purchasing
guns. Sadly, it is nothing more than a
political tactic to avoid responsibility,
a contrived effort to look busy and
feign concern while thousands of Amer-
icans lose their lives to gun violence.
The American people are smarter than
this.

We have a moral responsibility to do
something meaningful. The American
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people demand that we do more, that
we do something, that we do anything
to help prevent another mass tragedy
in this country. Make no mistake, this
legislation falls short of a good-faith
effort to save lives.

The GAO found that individuals on
the terrorist watch list were able to
pass a background check and legally
purchase a firearm 2,043 times between
February of 2004 and December of 2014.
The FBI was only able to prevent 10
percent of these purchases.

As we all, unfortunately, learned on
June 12, when we fail to prevent dan-
gerous individuals from getting their
hands on guns, we put the lives of
Americans at risk. But there is legisla-
tion that the House can consider that
will reduce gun violence.

First, H.R. 1076, the no fly, no buy
bill, would effectively close the terror
gap by providing the Department of
Justice with the discretion to block
gun sales to terrorist suspects. It will
preserve due process for individuals
who were mistakenly listed to appeal
their denial.

Second, H.R. 1217 would implement
universal background checks for all
commercial gun sales. It is a measure
supported by the overwhelming major-
ity of the American people. And empir-
ical research shows that universal
background checks for all handgun
sales have lowered levels of gun vio-
lence in those States where that oc-
curs. Nationally, 34 percent of gun
sales and 40 percent of all gun transfers
occur without a background check.
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This legislation would represent an
important step toward closing this
loophole and reducing gun violence.

I urge my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to bring these two bills
to the floor, to respond to the demands
of the American people, to do some-
thing about the pandemic of gun vio-
lence, to do something meaningful that
will actually reduce gun violence in
this country and protect the American
people, as we are sworn to do.

I know I speak for all of my col-
leagues in the Democratic Caucus. We
will continue to fight in every way
that we can until we can persuade our
Republican colleagues to bring these
bills to the floor, to do something
about the carnage of mass gun violence
in this country.

———

AMERICANS WANT CONGRESS TO
PASS MEANINGFUL GUN LEGIS-
LATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, Americans want Congress to
pass meaningful legislation that will
actually keep guns out of dangerous
hands.

So what is our majority doing?

They are bringing up a bill that was
not only drafted by the gun lobby, but
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that makes it nearly impossible to
block gun sales to suspected terrorists.
That is shameful.

The American people deserve a Con-
gress that is willing to stand up to the
gun lobby and do what it takes to help
keep our communities safe. Congress
has a responsibility to listen to the
people who we are supposed to rep-
resent, to put partisan politics aside,
and to bring up commonsense, bipar-
tisan legislation to keep guns away
from those who shouldn’t have them:
suspected terrorists, criminals, domes-
tic abusers, and the dangerously men-
tally ill. And the American people
want those bills brought up now.

More than 30 people are killed every
day by someone using a gun. We can’t
afford to allow more innocent lives to
be lost to gun violence.

Just a few weeks ago, 49 innocent
people were shot to death in the worst
mass shooting our country has ever
seen. Sadly, this isn’t an insulated
case. It has now been 3% years since
the tragedy at Sandy Hook took the
lives of 20 elementary school kids and
six educators, but for reasons that I
will never understand, that horrific
tragedy wasn’t enough to convince the
Republican leadership that some-
thing—something—needs to be done to
prevent the next tragedy.

Let me give you some numbers:

Three and a half, that is how many
years it has been since Sandy Hook;
34,000, that is the number of people who
have been killed by someone using a
gun since Sandy Hook; 1,182, that is the
number of mass shootings that have
taken place since Sandy Hook; 520,
that is the number of days the House
has been in session; 30, the moments of
silence that we have observed on this
House floor because of gun violence.

Most important, zero. Zero. That is
the number of votes that this House
has taken to keep guns out of the
hands of dangerous people.

What is the majority so afraid of? Is
their fear greater than the fear of those
young kids at Sandy Hook, or those pa-
rishioners in Charleston, or those
young people at the nightclub in Or-
lando?

It is long past time for the House to
give us a vote on meaningful legisla-
tion to make sure that terrorists,
criminals, domestic abusers, and the
dangerously mentally ill don’t have
easy access to guns in our country.

There is bipartisan legislation that
would prohibit those on the FBI’s ter-
rorist watch list from being able to
purchase firearms, and I have authored
legislation, which has bipartisan sup-
port, to require background checks for
all commercial gun sales. Background
checks are our first line of defense
when it comes to stopping dangerous
people from getting firearms. They
work. Every day more than 170 felons,
some 50 domestic abusers, and nearly
20 fugitives are stopped from buying a
gun because of background checks. But
in 34 States, criminals, domestic abus-
ers, and the dangerously mentally ill
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can bypass the background check by
purchasing guns online, at a gun show,
or through an ad in the paper. This is
a dangerous loophole that needs to be
closed, and it needs to be closed now.

The bill has 186 bipartisan coauthors.
Bring our bill up for a vote. There is
absolutely no reason why anyone
should oppose this background check
bill. Not only is it bipartisan, it re-
spects the Second Amendment rights of
law-abiding citizens.

I am a gun guy. I own guns. I support
the Second Amendment. If this bill did
anything to violate those rights, my
name wouldn’t be on it.

All this background check bill does is
require that folks pass a background
check before purchasing guns online, at
a gun show, or through an ad. Plain
and simple. It does nothing to infringe
on the Second Amendment right of
law-abiding citizens to own firearms.

This debate on background checks
isn’t a choice between either pro-
tecting the Second Amendment or re-
ducing gun violence. It is about the
willingness of a responsible majority to
do both. If there is one thing we should
all be able to agree on, it is that sus-
pected terrorists, criminals, domestic
abusers, and the dangerously mentally
ill shouldn’t have guns.

Mr. Speaker, give us a vote. Bring up
H.R. 1076: bipartisan, effective, no fly,
no buy legislation. And bring up H.R.
1217: bipartisan background check leg-
islation.

Mass shootings followed by moments
of silence and no action cannot become
America’s new normal. We need to
vote, and we need to vote now.

———

INACTION IS NOT AN OPTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 6 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
with over 30 Americans killed by a gun
every single day, for far too long I have
been saying that inaction is not an op-
tion. Yet, in my 3-plus years in Con-
gress, House Republicans have refused
to do anything on gun violence. This
week’s lackluster, Beltway, big-gun-
lobby-written bill is the only gun vote
this Congress has had.

Why is it that when our country was
facing a horrific opioid epidemic, we
empowered our local, State, and Fed-
eral governments with the resources
necessary to combat this issue? And
why is it that when a terrorist boarded
a plane with a bomb in his shoe, we
passed legislation that makes pas-
sengers remove their shoes when they
go through airport security? Yet, after
countless mass shootings and daily vio-
lence in the streets of Chicago, New-
ark, and Baltimore, we do nothing.

Many of us here today are still right-
fully discussing the horrible 49 deaths
in Orlando a few weeks ago, but I
would like to share two other statistics
with you about gun violence since Or-
lando.

During our honorable colleague, Sen-
ator CHRIS MURPHY’s 15-hour filibuster,
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48 people in America were shot. Forty-
eight people in 15 hours. In Chicago,
the last month has seen 79 people lose
their lives to gun violence. Seventy-
nine lost souls:

Fabian Lavinder; Kevin Montell At-

kins, Jr.; Victor Felix; Marshawn
Clinkscale; Kaysar Chako; Joseph
Harden; Jamaal Bellamy; Christian

Bandemer; Daniel Alcantara; Anthony
Howard; Darnell Hardeman; William
Palmer; Kori O. Sellers; Dontay Mur-
ray, Jr.; Donkel Riley; Anreco Nichols;
Sami Salaymeh; Victor Sanders; Lewis
Johnson; Lanarris Webster; Dawson
Stephan; Paul Webster; Terry Bates,
Jr.; Jeremy Ray; Fatimah Muhammed;
Travell Montgomery; Timothy Boyd;
Christopher Fields; Javil Nunn;
Antwon Brooks; Dwayne Triplett; Jor-
dan Liggins; Davion Barron; Adrian

Watson; Antoine Randle; Steven
Edwards; William Sandifer; Antonio
Perkins; Jeremy Rodgers; Denzel

Thornton; Angelo Davis; Demetrius Ar-
cher; Marshaun Jackson; Victor Robin-
son; Melvin Cook; Charles Wiley;
Latrell McMahon; Eric Knox; Eric
Smith; Margaret Shanahan; Alejandro
Rosas; Michael A. Brown; Carlton Hall;
Salvador Suarez; Otis Richmond; Eu-
gene Singleton; Ramal Hicks; Amari
Catchings; Stanley Boston; Jessica
Hampton; Eric Burgin; Trevell Parker;
Jeremy Clark; Brandon Nolls; Reginald
Turner; Trayvon Wilson; Wondale Col-
lier; Selton Ellis; Frederick Johnson;
Lonnie King; Kentrail McCray;
Alfondia Kelly; Matusalem Gutierrez;
Darrell Guy, Jr.; Marshawn Hilson;
Chanda Foreman; Robert Vaughn; Ken-
neth Whitaker; Hector Badillo, Jr.; and
Willie Pittman.

We were led during our sit-in 2 weeks
ago by an icon, Congressman JOHN
LEWIS, and I was very, very, very proud
to participate and would do it again.
He is fond of referencing a dream he
shared with his mentor, a mentor of
many of us, Dr. King, the dream of the
Beloved Community, a place where
people of all races, creeds, religions,
and gender identification can live to-
gether in peace.

Certainly there is no place for as-
sault rifles in the Beloved Community.
There is no place for gun rights for ter-
rorists in the Beloved Community.
There is no place for gun rights for
criminals and the dangerously men-
tally ill in the Beloved Community. In
the Beloved Community, no child has
to live a life where going to the park
risks them from being mowed down by
a stray bullet.

I will keep fighting and speaking out
until we honor these victims’ lives
with action, not with moments of si-
lence.

——
WE HAVE TO MAKE A DECISION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BASS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, in the month
of June, 22 people were murdered by
guns in Los Angeles. The oldest person
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was 46, and the youngest was 3. On one
day alone, June 11, eight people were
killed. We all know the statistics:
every 24 hours, 30 people are killed in
the United States by guns. The leading
cause of paralysis is gun violence.

People around the Nation have de-
manded action from Congress. When I
returned to my district after the pro-
test, I was met with cheers and stand-
ing ovations. People said, Finally, fi-
nally they saw us act. Finally, they
saw us fight. Fight against the NRA,
which has a stranglehold on Congress.
My constituents reflect the over 90 per-
cent of the U.S. public that is demand-
ing that we act and pass legislation to
address the carnage from gun violence.

I am proud to say that the State leg-
islature in California has acted. Now
Congress needs to act. The Governor
signed five bills recently passed by the
legislature. In California it is now
against the law to possess ammunition
magazines that hold more than 10
rounds. Background checks are now re-
quired to purchase ammunition. The
Governor signed bills that ban bullet
buttons designed to make it easy to de-
tach a magazine and reload, a creative
idea from gun manufacturers to get
around the assault weapon ban when it
was in effect.

Other bills signed by the Governor
prohibit the lending of guns to family
members who have not completed
background checks, and people who
knowingly make false reports about
the loss or theft of a gun cannot pos-
sess firearms for 10 years. The bills
were signed too late to have saved the
22 people who died in Los Angeles, but
I have no doubt that these laws will
help reduce death and injury from gun
violence.

I am proud California is setting an
example for the Nation, and it is my
hope after the tremendous public re-
sponse and demand that we act, that
we pass sensible legislation to bring an
end to the deaths and injuries. It is
very difficult to explain to constitu-
ents how someone considered too dan-
gerous to purchase an airline ticket is
not too dangerous to buy a gun.

The no fly, no buy legislation au-
thored by Republican Representative
PETER KING is a modest piece of legis-
lation that is really a first step. All of
us are clear, much more needs to be
done: comprehensive background
checks, closing the gun show loophole.

My Republican colleagues argue that
we don’t need any new laws, we just
need to enforce the ones we already
have, but then hypocritically claim the
President is overstepping his authority
when he increases resources to the
ATF so that they can modernize their
technology to address Internet sales.
The last time serious legislation was
passed, the Internet didn’t exist.

The shooter who Kkilled the nine
churchgoers in South Carolina might
have been blocked from purchasing a
weapon, but his background check
wasn’t processed in time. Three days or
you get your gun. Without the staffing
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and the technology, 3 days is almost
impossible; and although he shouldn’t
have had a gun because of a prior ar-
rest, he was able to purchase anyway.

As a nation, at some point we have to
make a decision. The decision is ours.
As a legislative body, we have to decide
who rules this place.

Is it a handful of industries that dic-
tate what we do?

I can name just a few industries that
cause my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle to vote however the indus-
try decides, not their constituents. If
they voted with their constituents
who, poll after poll, say 85 percent of
Republicans support sensible gun con-
trol. They vote the way an industry
dictates or they face the consequences
of an independent expenditure cam-
paign and an opponent.

In memory of the following people
who were killed in one day in Los An-
geles, I mention their names:

June 11, Jesus Alfredo Duran, 31
years old;

June 11, Eddie Hernandez, 22 years
old;

June 11, Stephanie Gonzalez, 17 years
old;

June 11, Kimberly Gonzalez, Steph-
anie’s sister, 13 years old;

June 11, Johnny Mark Elizalde, 27
years old;

June 11, Juan Zataray, 43 years old;

June 11, Jose Rene Espinoza, 46 years
old;

June 11, Cynthia Ambriz, 19 years
old.
J 1230
WE NEED MEANINGFUL GUN
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, when
this House last convened, a number of
us were willing to sit in, in order to
stand up—to stand up to the gun lobby,
to stand up against gun violence. Dur-
ing our protest, House Republicans fled
Washington, rather than face account-
ability on gun safety, leaving behind
significant unfinished business.

During the past week, many of us
across the country have joined neigh-
bors in a national day of action against
gun violence. I joined over 100 people in
San Antonio, gathering with Patricia
Castillo with the P.E.A.C.E. Initiative,
Jamie Ford with Moms Demand Ac-
tion, and State Senator Jose Menendez.

On a hot afternoon in Austin, Texas,
more than 100 of us also gathered with
Mayor Steve Adler, Andrea Brauer
from Texas Gun Sense, members of the
Austin City Council, State Representa-
tive Donna Howard, and other elected
officials, all asking this Congress to re-
spond to the horrific wave of gun car-
nage that threatens the security of our
families. Each of these gatherings in-
cluded powerful testimony from family
tragedies and losses as a result of guns.

After the mass murders in Orlando
and San Bernardino, carried out by in-
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dividuals professing a twisted version
of Islam, the most obvious next step is
to question why, if someone is too dan-
gerous to get on an airplane with you,
they ought to be able to buy as many
assault weapons as they would like?
And ask why, in Orlando, the law en-
forcement officials did not hear about
assault weapon purchases of one person
who had been on the terrorist watch
list? One of the three modest bills
about which we were sitting-in would
institute a no-fly, no-buy restriction.

The day after our protest, to their
credit, four of our Republican col-
leagues here in the House, for the first
time, introduced a version of a pro-
posal to prohibit such gun purchases,
but also to provide a means by which
someone could get off the no-fly list if
they were on it improperly.

This proposal copies verbatim one
proposal that has been offered by Re-
publican Senator SUSAN COLLINS. Hers
is the only proposal pending in the
United States Senate today that has
not already been rejected. I think it is
time for us to come together to unite
behind this proposal. It is a modest
step forward, but it is a step forward to
address gun violence.

Instead, we are told today that
Speaker RYAN is, apparently, com-
mitted to blocking this bipartisan ini-
tiative and anything else that doesn’t
have a seal of approval from the Na-
tional Rifle Association. Apparently,
the only provision on which we will be
allowed to vote here in this House is a
proposal that the Senate has already
rejected.

This isn’t action. It is theatrics. It is
the appearance of the response to the
concern of so many Americans for ac-
tion on gun safety, without changing
anything.

Under this gun lobby proposal, in
order to prevent a gun purchase, the
Justice Department would be required
to obtain a court order within 72 hours
to prove probable cause that a person
has ‘‘committed, conspired to commit,
attempted to commit, or will commit
an act of terrorism.” Well, if our law
enforcement can do that, they should
not only be preventing a person from
acquiring a gun, they ought to be tak-
ing them to prison.

So much attention has focused on the
sit-in on this floor, not enough has fo-
cused on the ‘‘sit-on.” I am talking
about the Speaker, who sits on any leg-
islation concerning gun violence, in-
cluding that advanced by fellow Repub-
licans, if it does not have approval of
the gun lobby.

We just celebrated Independence
Day. How about the Republicans de-
claring independence from the gun
lobby? Just once, in a very small, mod-
est way declaring independence on a
proposal that Republicans themselves
have advanced—a few of them—to ad-
dress more security for our families.

The Republican leadership has tried
so very desperately to avoid account-
ability on gun safety. They cut off
these microphones. They fled the
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House in the middle of the night. Now
they are cloaking themselves in an
NRA-approved bill already rejected by
the United States Senate that won’t
keep weapons of war out of the hands
of terrorists.

Everyone who owns a gun knows that
sometimes you need to keep the safety
on that gun. I think it is time to put
the safety back in gun safety legisla-
tion. It is time to engage in meaning-
ful, real reform.

——
ERSKINE FIRE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCARTHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, for
nearly 2 weeks now, a wildfire has
raged throughout my district. High
heat, dry winds, and a long drought
conspired together, enabling a fire that
has burned tens of thousands of acres,
hundreds of homes, and taken the lives
of two people.

I did not know Byron and Gladys
McKaig personally, but I have heard
about them and learned a small part of
their story. They were good and loving
people. They met in a church. He was
an Episcopal priest and she played the
organ. Byron would preach; Gladys
would play. They helped their friends
and each other grow closer to God.

They died, it seems, from smoke. A
neighbor said he spotted them, after
the fire, lying out in front of their
house near their fence. The trees were
still burning. Byron looked as if he
were shielding his wife from the com-
ing flames. It was one last act of sac-
rifice for the woman he spent his life
loving. Such people are a gift to every-
one they meet.

As our community struggles now to
return to a sense of normalcy, faced
with the immense task of rebuilding
after so much loss, we have our fire-
fighters, police officers, and first re-
sponders to thank that this disaster
was not worse. For days, with little
sleep and near exhaustion, they kept
the flames at bay. They remind us how
willingly some face danger to protect
others. We are forever thankful to
them.

We continue to pray for those suf-
fering from the loss of their businesses,
their homes, their families, and their
friends. Our community always has and
always will stand strong in the face of
disaster as we rebuild.

———

PASS GUN SAFETY LEGISLATION
AND GIVE D.C. THE VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, anyone
who thought the Democrats would go
away after we were driven to a sit-in
on the House floor for gun safety legis-
lation learned differently very soon
after we got home on Wednesday, June
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29, when events were held all across the
country on a National Day of Action
for Gun Violence Prevention. We
served notice.

Yes, there have been moments of out-
rage and sometimes we have not kept
up the battle unceasingly. Watch us
this time.

I am very pleased that our very effec-
tive police chief, Cathy Lanier, came
with me to a roundtable where we
heard not only from her, but from resi-
dents of the District of Columbia who
have experienced the incredible heart-
ache and throbbing agony of the loss of
a loved one to gun violence.

This morning, unstimulated by me,
parents organized themselves to come
to the Capitol at 9 a.m. They call
themselves D.C. Moms and Dads for
Rational Gun Safety Legislation. They
are a group of spontaneously formed
District of Columbia parents who lack
voting representation in the Congress,
although they pay the highest taxes
per capita of any Americans. They do
not have the final vote on the House
floor, and they have no Senators.

They wanted to come and show their
support for national gun legislation to
prevent gun violence in our city and
our country. They came when, the
week before, I had just fought off three
amendments in the House Rules Com-
mittee to undermine D.C.’s gun laws
with an attempt to erase some of those
laws.

It is interesting that, in the Rules
Committee, I was able to keep those
Republican amendments to take away
our gun laws from being made in order.
I think it is because the Rules Com-
mittee took place only days after Or-
lando, and even Republicans didn’t
have the nerve to authorize gun legis-
lation so close to the Orlando gun mas-
sacre. Is that what it is going to take?
Or will it take the persistence that you
saw when Democrats had no alter-
native but to sit on this hard floor just
before recess?

Now, the Republicans have gotten
the permission of the NRA to include a
gun bill in a pending bill. No wonder, it
makes things worse. Now you would
have to go before a judge before you
can get someone off the no-fly list, in-
stead of depending on the slow admin-
istrative process, you would go through
the much slower judicial process.
Thank you for nothing. It certainly
won’t satisfy us or the American peo-
ple.

We who live in your Nation’s Capital,
need national gun legislation to keep
guns from flowing in from weak gun ju-
risdictions, and we need Congress to
leave our gun safety laws alone.

Without fail, every single year, I
have to drive back attempts to over-
turn our gun laws. I just described
three that were in the Rules Com-
mittee before we left that I was able to
drive back because of Orlando.

Yes, I am proud that the Nation’s
Capital has the strongest gun laws in
the country, as well it might. Con-
troversial world figures walk our
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streets and visit our restaurants. Weak
gun laws we do not need in this Cap-
ital.

We have effective enforcement. We
have good relations among Chief La-
nier and her police force and our resi-
dents. But we are still at the mercy of
a Congress, which will not do its job.

During our House sit-in, I left the
floor to go to a press conference held
by the Mayor and the police chief, dis-
playing AK-47s and other guns illegal
in the District of Columbia but that
you can simply go to a gun show and
buy, undermining our gun laws.

Our gun problem in cities like ours
and many cities and jurisdictions
across the country are not local prob-
lems. They are a national problem.
That is why you see us demanding uni-
versal background checks. That is why
we are demanding that Congress stop
censuring the CDC from studying gun
laws.

I thank the moms and dads and kids
who marched to the Capitol today for
overriding their denial of a vote to
come here. You sent a dual message:
pass gun safety legislation, and give
D.C. the vote.

——————

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND THE
NEED FOR UNIVERSAL BACK-
GROUND CHECKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, years
before coming to Congress, as many of
my colleagues know, I cofounded and
served as the executive director of the
National Network to End Domestic Vi-
olence.

Twenty years ago, we worked with a
bipartisan Congress to pass the Domes-
tic Violence Offender Gun Ban. It be-
came law in 1996. It was known as the
Lautenberg amendment, after the late
Senator Frank Lautenberg of New Jer-
sey.
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Since that time, we have made a lot
of progress in preventing domestic vio-
lence, but, sadly, there are several
Mack Truck-size loopholes that pre-
vent the law from coming to its full ef-
fect. In fact, just last week, in a fight
against the gun lobby, yet again, over
these last 20 years, the Supreme Court
upheld the domestic violence offender
gun ban in a 6-2 decision.

As many know, leaving an abusive
relationship is the most dangerous
time for a domestic violence victim,
and adding a firearm to that situation
severely heightens the risk of injury or
death. In fact, in America, the major-
ity of fatal domestic violence homi-
cides are committed with firearms. At
least 52 percent of American women
murdered with guns are killed by inti-
mate partners or family members.

Despite impressions from media cov-
erage, mass shootings in which at least
four people are murdered with a gun
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are also typically acts of domestic or
family violence. An Everytown, USA,
analysis of every mass shooting be-
tween 2009 and 2015 found that 57 per-
cent were committed by intimate part-
ners or the family of victims.

Research shows that commonsense
gun laws have a marked effect on im-
proving women’s safety from gun vio-
lence. In States that require back-
ground checks for all handgun sales, 46
percent fewer women are murdered
with a gun by an intimate partner. And
State laws ensuring that convicted
abusers or those subject to domestic vi-
olence restraining orders are separated
from their firearms are also associated
with reductions in gun violence against
women. But because of loopholes in
these laws and failures to enforce
them, they do little to curb the unique-
1y lethal American problem of guns and
violence against women.

Four gaps in the law are particularly
harmful. First, Federal law does noth-
ing to keep guns out of the hands of
abusive dating partners or convicted
stalkers. The Federal law prohibits do-
mestic abusers from buying or owning
guns but doesn’t apply to dangerous
people convicted of misdemeanor stalk-
ing offenses or to dating partners, even
though more women in the U.S. are
killed by their dating partners than
their spouses.

Second, in 35 States, State law does
not prohibit all people convicted of
misdemeanor domestic violence crimes
and all people subject to restraining or-
ders from buying or using guns.

Third, and importantly, Federal law
allows domestic abusers and stalkers
to easily evade gun prohibitions by
purchasing guns from unlicensed pri-
vate sellers. That is the Mack Truck
loophole. Federal law only requires
background checks for gun sales at li-
censed dealers. Sixteen States require
checks on all handgun sales, but in the
remaining States, prohibited abusers
seeking to avoid a background check
have very little trouble purchasing a
gun from an unlicensed dealer they
meet online, at a gun show, or in a
parking lot.

Prohibited domestic abusers know
about this loophole and they have
taken advantage of it to deadly effect.
And, in fact, in a first-of-its-kind inves-
tigation of illegal gun sales, Mayors
Against Illegal Guns found that one in
four prohibited purchasers seeking
guns online had a domestic violence ar-
rest.

Finally, 41 States do not require pro-
hibited abusers to relinquish the guns
they already own, so I have joined in
legislation to prohibit these guns from
falling into the hands of domestic abus-
ers. We know that a proven way to help
with people who are not eligible to pur-
chase guns, such as felons and domestic
abusers, is to expand and strengthen
universal background checks on all
firearms sales no matter where that
sale takes place. And, very tragically,
our lax gun laws make it easier for
abusers to acquire a firearm than it is,
in fact, to purchase a box of Sudafed.
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So you ask, Mr. Speaker, why do we
protest? Why did we take the dramatic
action of taking to the floor of this
House?

It is because we have had enough,
and we know that, working together,
we can and must change the fact that
women across this country lose their
lives to gun violence by their domestic
abusers.

Nine American women are shot and
killed by their husbands and intimate
partners every single week. We can do
something about it. Let’s close the gun
show loophole.

————

BIPARTISAN GUN VIOLENCE
PREVENTION MEASURES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, this House’s
silence on preventing gun violence and
keeping guns out of the hands of dan-
gerous individuals is a betrayal of the
American people.

Americans are 25 times more likely
to be murdered with a gun than in any
of our peer countries; and since the
horrific shootings at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School in my district, in the
last 3% years, 100,000 Americans have
lost their lives to gun violence. Think
about that—100,000 Americans. That is
the size of a good-sized American city,
every single one of them dead because
of a gun. And this House—this House—
has done nothing.

We are elected to respond to the
needs of the American people. We are
elected to keep Americans safe; and
right now, felons, domestic violence
abusers, even suspected terrorists can
buy a gun of their choice without a
background check, no questions asked.

And the bad guys are well aware of
this big, gaping loophole in our laws.
Here is what an al Qaeda spokesman
said in a propaganda video in 2011:

““America is absolutely awash in eas-
ily obtainable firearms. You can go
down to a gun show at the local con-
vention center and come away with a
fully automatic assault weapon, with-
out a background check, and most like-
ly without having to show an identi-
fication card. So what are you waiting
for?”’

The real question is: What are we,
what are we in this Chamber, waiting
for?

We have the no fly, no buy bill, a bi-
partisan bill to close the terror loop-
hole, and we have a bipartisan bill to
strengthen background checks so that
they apply to all commercial sales of
guns.

Now, I know many Americans as-
sume that the laws we have on the
books are strong enough, it is just a
question of enforcement; but, sadly,
that is not true. That is not true.
Somewhere between 30 and 40 percent
of all gun sales right now do not go
through background checks at all, not
at all, so the bad guys just have to go
to an unlicensed dealer or go online.
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And let’s be very clear. Twenty years
ago, when Congress passed the back-
ground check bill, when they passed
that bill, people didn’t buy guns online.
People didn’t buy much of anything on-
line, so Congress didn’t even have it in
its head to close a loophole it wasn’t
aware of. But it is now this Congress’,
it is now our job to respond to the
needs of the 100,000 Americans who
have died in the last 3% years and to
take action to save lives.

Now, no single law—no single law—
can end gun violence, but we do know
that laws work. They work, and im-
proved background checks save lives.

For example, in Connecticut, our per-
mit-to-purchase law has reduced gun
homicides by 40 percent. That trans-
lates into 296 lives saved over a 10-year
time period.

In States that have closed back-
ground check 1loopholes, 46 percent
fewer women are Kkilled by domestic
partners, and 48 percent fewer on-duty
police officers are shot to death. That
is half of those lives saved. And each
one of those lives saved is precious.
Each one has a family. Each one has
loved ones. Sometimes we forget that
when we are talking about thousands
of this and hundreds of that and mil-
lions of dollars and trillions of dollars.
Each and every life is important and
precious, and we are sworn to help the
American people.

Here is the bottom line. Better laws
work, and background checks work to
save lives.

The bill that the majority is bringing
up this week doesn’t really help. In
fact, it addresses the terror gap in
ways that will hamper the FBI’s efforts
to keep us safer.

But let me be very, very clear. With-
out background checks on every single
gun sale, no matter what we do on clos-
ing the terror gap, it won’t matter, be-
cause the bad guys will continue avoid-
ing the law, whether it is domestic vio-
lence abusers, felons, the dangerously
mentally ill, or suspected terrorists.

Mr. Speaker, there are steps we can
take to make our communities safer;
there are steps we can take to save
lives; and I call on this House to call
up, this week, the bipartisan bill to ex-
pand background checks.

ADDRESSING THE EPIDEMIC OF
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, we reflected on how fortunate we
are to live in a country that gives each
of us a voice in our government. Today,
this Congress will, once again, ignore
the voices of millions of Americans by
refusing to address the epidemic of gun
violence in our communities.

Yesterday, we honored the courage
that millions of Americans have dem-
onstrated throughout our history by
standing up in defense of their fellow
citizens. But today, this Congress will
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not muster the courage to hold a vote
on two proposals that are supported by
roughly 90 percent of this country and
that can save American lives.

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve to be heard. They deserve a vote.
If the U.S. homeland security commu-
nity places a person on the FBI ter-
rorist watch list or determines that a
person is too dangerous to board an
airplane, then surely we can agree that
person is too dangerous to buy a fire-
arm.

This week, the majority will intro-
duce a bill that pretends to close this
gap in our homeland security laws, but,
in reality, it would create a system in
which it is both legal and likely for
suspected terrorists to buy a firearm.

The Republican measure takes no fly,
no buy and turns it into no fly, no
problem. Under their proposal, if a
known or suspected terrorist attempts
to buy a weapon, they will be denied
that ability for a mere 3 days.

From the moment they attempt to
purchase that firearm, the following
things must happen, all within 72
hours, to prevent that purchase: the
Attorney General must file a petition
in Federal court; the court must sched-
ule a hearing; the suspect must be pro-
vided actual notice and the oppor-
tunity to appear at that hearing with a
lawyer; the court must rule on the pe-
tition. And if all those things do not
occur in 3 days, the suspect is legally
entitled to buy a weapon.

Not only does the Republican bill set
an impossible timeline, it also requires
the Justice Department to meet an ex-
tremely high burden of proof. A sale
would only be prevented if the court
finds probable cause that the suspect
has committed or will commit an act
of terrorism.

The Republican proposal is specifi-
cally designed to ensure the Justice
Department fails and the suspect is al-
lowed to buy a gun. It is a fig leaf to
cover up the Republicans’ refusal to
take any meaningful action on gun vio-
lence. It is no surprise that this bill is
supported by the gun lobby.

Instead of spending our time on
toothless, ineffective proposals, we
should vote on the original no fly, no
buy bill that will keep guns out of the
hands of suspected terrorists.

We are also demanding a vote on a bi-
partisan proposal to require that com-
mercial gun purchases include a back-
ground check, background checks for
all. I have yet to hear one good expla-
nation on why this should not be the
law of the land. If a dangerous person
cannot pass a background check at a li-
censed gun dealer, they should not be
able to avoid a background check by
going to a gun show or purchasing a
firearm over the Internet.

In States that have closed loopholes
in their background check laws, 48 per-
cent fewer on-duty police officers are
shot to death—but my colleagues
across the aisle still refuse to hold a
vote.

Mr. Speaker, 33,000 people were Killed
by gun violence in America last year.
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The American people deserve more
than moments of silence. They deserve
action to keep dangerous weapons out
of the hands of dangerous people.
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They deserve to have their voices
heard. They deserve to send their kids
to school without fearing an assault-
style weapon will be waiting for them.
But, at the very least, they deserve to
know where each Member of Congress
stands. I am asking my Republican col-
leagues to find the courage to hold a
vote on real gun violence prevention
legislation that will save American
lives.

——
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased that the House will finally con-
sider legislation to make reforms to
our background check system for fire-
arm purchases. Now, Mr. Speaker, the
word ‘‘reform’ can either be a noun or
a verb. As a noun, reform means a
change for the better, improving a situ-
ation without revolutionary change, a
moral improvement. But I am afraid,
Mr. Speaker, that in this instance, the
reform we are about to vote upon is a
verb, where it simply means to form
again or to become formed again.

Americans are demanding a back-
ground check system that is a change
for the better and is not riddled with
loopholes. They demand a system that
protects the rights of law-abiding
Americans while preventing dangerous
individuals from obtaining weapons.
They demand a system where, to pur-
chase a gun, you must pass a back-
ground check. Unfortunately, the bill
before us, crafted by the NRA, will not
deliver this to the American people.

One of the fundamental loopholes in
the Brady bill, which requires back-
ground checks for most purchases, is
that, if the sale is not approved after 3
days, a firearm dealer can make the
sale anyway, even though the back-
ground check is still pending. Trag-
ically, this loophole has been given a
new name and nine new faces following
the attack at Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston on June 17, 2015.

Prior to that fateful day, the
Charleston shooter was arrested in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina, on March 1,
2015, and charged with a felony drug of-
fense. FBI Director James Comey has
since confirmed that, as part of this ar-
rest, the shooter admitted to the city
of Columbia police that he was in pos-
session of drugs. Under the Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act, an
unlawful drug user or addict is prohib-
ited from purchasing a firearm, and
this information should have barred
the shooter from the purchase.

Now, on Saturday, April 11, 2015, the
shooter attempted to purchase a fire-
arm in West Columbia, South Carolina,
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and the background check process was
initiated. Now, Mr. Speaker, 91 percent
of FBI background checks are proc-
essed within minutes, and gun dealers
are informed the buyer is either ap-
proved or denied; however, the other 9
percent require additional scrutiny by
FBI examiners and are not processed
immediately. The Charleston shooter’s
background check was marked ‘‘de-
layed/pending.”

Though the shooter was arrested on
March 1 by the city of Columbia police,
he, for some reason, was taken to the
Lexington County jail, and his arrest
record listed the arresting agency as
the Lexington County Sheriff’s Office.
Columbia, South Carolina, is in Rich-
land County. This clerical error was
noticed by a Lexington County correc-
tions officer shortly after and cor-
rected, but was only corrected inter-
nally. That correction was not given to
the FBI.

On Monday, April 13, when the FBI
investigator sought to get more infor-
mation about the shooter’s March ar-
rest, she initially contacted the Lex-
ington County Sheriff’s Office for more
information, who informed her that the
case was in the city of Columbia. Not
seeing a listing for Columbia on the
Lexington County law enforcement
list, she contacted West Colombia, who
had no knowledge of the arrest.

By Thursday, April 16, the back-
ground check was still listed as de-
layed/pending, but three business days
had passed. Consequently, Mr. Speaker,
he was allowed to purchase a gun, and
nine souls lost their lives because of
this loophole. We should close it and do
it today.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and merciful God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

As the Members of this assembly re-
turn from days away celebrating our
Nation’s birth, grant them measured
patience and a spirit of common pur-
pose in addressing the pressing issues
of these days.

We pray for the needs of the Nation,
the world, and all of creation. Bless
those who seek to honor You and serve
each other and all Americans in this
House through their public service.
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May the words and deeds of this place
reflect an earnest desire for justice,
and may men and women in govern-
ment build on the tradition of equity
and truth that represents the noblest
heritage of our people.

May Your blessing, O God, be with us
this day and every day to come, and
may all we do be done for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
COURTNEY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COURTNEY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

FBI RECOMMENDATION NOT TO
PROSECUTE

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker,
today FBI Director James Comey an-
nounced his recommendation not to
prosecute Hillary Clinton. I am ex-
tremely disappointed with this deci-
sion. In fact, Mr. Comey said that it
was extremely careless of Secretary
Clinton to store public emails and clas-
sified emails on her server. There were
110 messages in 52 chains that con-
tained information that was classified
at the time, 8 of which were top secret,
36 secret, and 8 confidential.

We really need to protect our na-
tional security. The FBI Director
talked about the word ‘‘intentionally.”’
Well, if this had been defense informa-
tion, some of which it may have been,
the statute only requires criminal li-
ability to show the form of gross neg-
ligence. I think extremely careless
comes to gross negligence, and I en-
courage the FBI and prosecutors to
continue to look at this and do what is
right.

We need people in government who
are not extremely careless. We need
people who are careful.

————

COMMONSENSE LEGISLATION TO
DISARM HATE

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, in the
wake of the horrific events in Orlando
on June 12, an extraordinary group of
Americans have come together calling
for commonsense gun control legisla-
tion. The Veterans Coalition for Com-
mon Sense was formed, again, within
hours, and among its ranks are General
David Petraeus; General Stanley
McChrystal; Admiral Thad Allen, the
retired commandant of the Coast
Guard; and General Michael Hayden,
former head of the Air Force. The list
goes on and on.

And why?

General Pete Chiarelli, the former
vice chief of staff of the Army, stated
it very clearly: ‘I have seen firsthand
what weapons of war can do. There is
no reason we cannot close the loop-
holes that allow these killing machines
to fall into the hands of criminals,
those who are mentally ill or those
who wish to do harm to innocent men,
women and children.”

The sit-in a couple of weeks ago was
exactly about what General Chiarelli
said, which is to pass the King-Thomp-
son bills to close the loopholes and to
require that people who are on the no-
fly list cannot purchase weapons that
go out and result in mass killings of far
too many Americans.

We should listen to the people who
wore the uniform of our country, those
leaders who, again, protected and de-
fended not only the Constitution but
all of us, and listen to their message
and pass the King-Thompson bills.

—————

A MOMENT IN HISTORY TO DO
SOMETHING SIGNIFICANT

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
while massive terrorist acts are raging
all around the world, in my district
yesterday 3 people were shot and
killed, one a 28-year-old father of 3.
And just last week a mother shot dead
her two daughters and was killed be-
cause she refused to put down a gun.

We have a moment in history—in the
backdrop of the largest mass murder
by guns by a bad person in Orlando,
Florida, as we mourn—to be able to do
something significant, Mr. Speaker,
and that is to pass the Thompson-King
bipartisan, commonsense, responsible
gun legislation.

Let me tell you what is being offered
on the floor. That bill that is being of-
fered on the floor would not have pre-
vented the Emanuel 9 because it allows
individuals to go past, if you will, the
checking because in the part of it that
deals with terrorism in particular, you
can ask or the prosecutors must prove
that you belong on that terrorist list,
and, therefore, you put a barrier to
protecting the American people.

We need a no fly, no buy; on the ter-
rorist list, you can’t do it; and we need
a longer period for law enforcement to
check the background checks. We need
to save lives.
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OUR FAMILIES CANNOT AFFORD
FOR US TO WAIT ANY LONGER

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to demand action to prevent gun
violence. Nearly every year 30,000
Americans die from gun violence. The
American Medical Association has de-
fined the situation as a public health
crisis. There are two immediate com-
monsense solutions: preventing known
suspects who are terrorists from buy-
ing guns and strengthening our back-
ground system to keep guns away from
criminals.

Everywhere I went in Minnesota last
week, I heard from families who
strongly support these commonsense
ideas. An overwhelming majority of
Americans support the ideas as well.

The American people deserve to
know where their Representative
stands, yet Republicans refuse to allow
a vote on these solutions. Republican
leadership instead is shamefully ped-
dling a gun lobby-endorsed bill that
even Republicans back home say
doesn’t do enough to prevent terrorists
from having guns.

Our families cannot afford for us to
wait any longer. We need to take ac-
tion. The House must act to prevent
gun violence and keep our families and
communities safe.

RESPONSIBLE GUN SAFETY
LEGISLATION

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, the
time has long passed for Congress to
act to enact responsible gun safety leg-
islation. Mr. Speaker, bring these two
bills to the floor for a vote.

————

GIVE US A VOTE

(Mr. THOMPSON of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, it has now been 3% years
since the horrific tragedy at Sandy
Hook Elementary School. In the past
3Y2 years, a lot has happened. There
have been 1,182 mass shootings in our
country and 34,000-plus people have
been Kkilled by someone using a gun.
The House has been in session for 526
legislative days, and we have held 30
moments of silence for victims of gun
violence.

But what hasn’t happened in the past
3% years is a vote. That is shameful.
The American people deserve a Con-
gress that is willing to stand up to the
gun lobby and do what it takes to keep
our communities safe. There is bipar-
tisan legislation that would prohibit
those on the terrorist watch list from
being able to purchase firearms legally
in our country, and there is bipartisan



July 5, 2016

legislation to close a dangerous loop-
hole in our background check system.
Mr. Speaker, give us a vote.

———
TINA MEINS SPEAKS FOR ME

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, over and
over again my colleagues have pleaded
with the majority to give us a vote on
legislation that will protect Americans
from gun violence. Those pleas and the
pleas of millions of Americans con-
tinue to be ignored.

So instead of my words, I am going
to read the words of Tina Meins, whose
father, Damian, was Kkilled in San
Bernardino last year: ‘“There is room
in this national debate for reason, for
compromise and for compassion,’” she
wrote. ‘“‘Let us find common ground.
Let’s not be paralyzed because pro-
posed solutions will not be perfect. If
one person can be saved, isn’t it worth
the effort to fix this? Let’s work to-
gether, please, for the good of every-
one.”

Well, Tina speaks for me, and she
speaks for the thousands of families
who have lost loved ones to gun vio-
lence in America.

———
GUN VIOLENCE MUST END TODAY

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, 3 weeks
ago we gathered on this floor for an-
other moment of silence to remember
49 victims of the mass shooting in Or-
lando. In the days that followed, our
response was the same as it was after
Sandy Hook, Umpqua Community Col-
lege, and Colorado Springs—silence fol-
lowed by more silence.

In the days since, we can add hun-
dreds of names to the list of those lost
in our Nation to a unique epidemic of
gun violence, including the following
from Massachusetts:

David Atherton, a young firefighter
and veteran;

Marcus Hall, killed as his 4-year-old
son sat feet away getting his haircut;

Trevor Washington, gunned down
after a disagreement at a party;

Andrew Flonory, murdered less than
a mile from where his sister and 2-year-
old nephew had been executed 6 years
earlier;

Anthony Clay, a married father of
two, who died as a woman yelled
“Don’t leave me’’ over his body;

And 19-year-old Sabrina DaSilva, who
had just stepped out of her apartment
to grab juice out of her car for her 2-
year-old daughter, a daughter who will
never see her mother again.

Mr. Speaker, they are friends and
neighbors who will be forever missed
by the lives they touched, daughters
and sons, mothers and fathers, whose
families will forever live with the pain
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and suffering of losing a loved one.
This violence must stop.

WE MUST DO SOMETHING

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, after
the historic sit-in that took place on
this floor a couple weeks ago, last week
I hosted a discussion on gun violence in
my district. In attendance were people
with a wide range of experiences with
gun violence, constituents who volun-
teered time to advocate for better gun
laws, individuals who lost family mem-
bers due to gun violence, some who
themselves were victims of gun vio-
lence but thankfully survived.

There were representatives from the
LGBT community, public health pro-
fessionals, a youth violence interven-
tion program director, and the director
of a theater production featuring peo-
ple who lost loved ones to gun violence.

They came from different hometowns
and different walks of life, and they
have their own beliefs and world views,
but they agree on one thing: we must
do something to curb the tragic, per-
sistent threat of gun violence in Amer-
ica.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t expect all 435
Members of this body to agree on a per-
fect solution to this troubling issue,
but I do expect them to do something
that will meaningfully address it, and
so do the American people.

————

WHEN WE SAT DOWN, WE STOOD
UP

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, when my colleagues and I sat
down on the floor, we stood up for mil-
lions of Americans who agree it is time
for commonsense legislative action to
help prevent gun violence.

When the Republican leadership ig-
nored that call and then canceled the
rest of the workweek, we took that
message back to our districts. At a
roundtable in my district, I met with
families broken by random acts of gun
violence, mothers who were moved by
mass shootings, advocates calling for
change, and just regular people who
just wanted to see less violence. Their
stories and their motivations were en-
tirely different, but they all told me
one thing: We are with you.

I refuse to let them down, and I
refuse to let up until this body con-
siders basic bipartisan, broadly sup-
ported reforms, and not shoddily craft-
ed NRA-endorsed bills that do even less
than moments of silence.

O 1415
GIVE US A VOTE

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, a mo-
ment ago, the House Chaplain ex-
pressed the hope—I would imagine it is
a fervent hope—that we would return
to this place with ‘‘a spirit of common
purpose.” Those are the words that he
used.

Nothing would reflect the common
purpose of the American people more
than allowing us to have a vote on gun
safety legislation in this House. Ninety
percent of Americans support universal
background checks. That is common
purpose. A majority of responsible gun
owners in this country support uni-
versal background checks. That is com-
mon purpose. Eighty-five percent of
Americans say that, if you can’t fly on
a plane because you are too dangerous,
you shouldn’t be able to buy a weapon.
That is common purpose.

So, what is the problem? Why can’t
we bring legislation? Why can’t we re-
spond to the anguish and grief of so
many families and communities
around this country? The Speaker of
this House will not allow legislation to
come to the floor. He won’t allow us to
express the common purpose of the
American people.

Give us a vote. Give us a chance to
demonstrate that common purpose and
address this scourge of violence in our
country.

NO MORE EMPTY GESTURES

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, the
whole point of the Democratic sit-in to
demand congressional action on gun vi-
olence was to say that empty gestures
and moments of silence for 30 seconds,
followed by the bang of a gavel and re-
sumption of business as usual will not
be tolerated anymore in the face of this
national gun violence epidemic.

Yet this week, our Republican col-
leagues are bringing forward a bill,
written and blessed by the NRA, that is
yet another empty gesture—a glorified
moment of silence—because it estab-
lishes a completely arbitrary and arti-
ficial 72-hour timeframe and unreason-
able standards that must be met within
that timeframe.

I can’t get my dry cleaning back in 72
hours, yet the NRA and our Republican
friends expect the Attorney General to
come forward, serve process, have a de-
fendant hire an attorney, show up at a
hearing, and prove with probable cause
as the standard that this individual is
about to commit an act of terror? Give
me a break.

No more empty gestures. No more
moments of silence that are com-
pletely disingenuous, including this
glorified moment of silence that Re-
publicans are bringing forward this
week.
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PURSUE COMMONSENSE GUN
LEGISLATION

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, last
week, I had the opportunity to hear
from the families of victims of gun vio-
lence. Each story was unique and
heartbreaking. But for all the dif-
ferences in their tragic circumstances,
one common thread was echoed by
every individual in the room: too many
guns are too easily available.

One mother said: “Until we get these
guns off the street, the cycle is going
to continue.”

One way to start to get the guns off
the streets is through background
checks.

My office has heard from thousands
over the last 2 weeks, over the phone,
over Facebook, over Twitter. We have
heard that Congress can no longer bend
to the will of the gun lobby and pre-
vent the passage of commonsense legis-
lation that could save lives.

During that meeting last week, a
mother told me: ‘‘Changes can be made
because I have a voice.”

Mr. Speaker, now is the time to heed
our constituents’ call and pursue real,
commonsense legislation that helps get
guns out of the hands of dangerous peo-
ple.

END GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, the American pub-
lic want us to act. They spoke loud and
clear. They want an end to the gun vio-
lence that is taking place in this coun-
try.

We sat down on this House floor to
stand up for those Americans who want
to see Congress put on RECORD as to
where they stand on this issue. Demo-
crats, Republicans, and Independents—
80 percent-plus support background
checks. They support no fly, no buy.
Mr. Speaker, all we are asking for this
week and what the American people
are asking you for is a vote on these
two simple principles.

The Rules Committee is going to
meet tonight. We ask that you include
two amendments that Democrats will
bring forward: no fly, no buy—if you
can’t fly on an airplane, you can’t buy
a gun—and comprehensive, expanded
backgrounds checks.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think that is too
much for us to ask. The American peo-
ple will be watching to see where their
Members of Congress stand on these
two important issues.

——————

SILENCE IS DEAFENING

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, be-
tween the time that 20 little children
and 6 teachers were shot at Sandy
Hook Elementary School and the 49
people that were slaughtered in Or-
lando, we have stood on this floor 27
times for a moment of silence. We send
our condolences and our thoughts and
prayers, and then the gavel sounds and
we go back to business as usual. Well,
2 weeks ago, the Democrats in this
House said no more silence. The silence
has become deafening.

In the city of Chicago, we lost 70 peo-
ple in the month of June to gun deaths.
There is no moment of silence for
them. They are women, children, men,
sons, husbands.

We have the ability in the House of
Representatives to save lives—not
every life, but a lot of lives—and the
moments of silence, of doing nothing,
have run out. It is time for us to act.
We have two bills on our agenda that
would begin to address the problem.
Republicans have to join with us to act
now. The silence is too deafening.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. CONYERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
join with all the voices that we hear
today to speak to the urgent need to
address the problem of gun violence in
this country.

We need to consider not only mass
shootings, but the daily toll of gun vio-
lence that afflicts all of our commu-
nities. In 1 year, on average, 108,000
Americans are shot in murders, as-
saults, suicides and suicide attempts,
accidents, and police action. Approxi-
mately 32,600 of these individuals die.
Nearly 12,000 are murdered—more than
31 Americans every day.

We know what will work to reduce
deaths. We must act to expand back-
ground checks to close the private sale
loophole and make sure those checks
prevent the sale of guns to terrorists.
We should come together to vote on
the two bills and reduce gun violence.

————

PUT THE BILLS ON THE FLOOR

(Mr. CAPUANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, the
issues are pretty clear. I came up for
one simple reason: I am asking my Re-
publican friends: What are you afraid
of? What are you afraid of? You get the
votes.

I ran for Congress to debate and vote
on the issues of the day, vote my con-
science—win some, lose some. What did
you run for? Did you run to stifle
democratic debate? Did you run to sim-
ply say to the American people, “We
don’t care what you say’’?

If you believe the words you have
been saying for the last week, put the
bills on the floor and have a vote. That
is the American way.
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What are you afraid of? Are you
afraid you can’t control your Members?
Are you afraid some of your Members
may actually have to stand up, find
some courage, and vote their con-
science?

Put these two bills on the floor. The
American people want it, the American
people deserve it, and the American
people are demanding it.

———

BIPARTISAN ACTION TO PREVENT
GUN VIOLENCE IS NEEDED

(Ms. ESTY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people expect us to act to protect
them. We need a tough and smart coun-
terterrorism strategy to go after ISIS,
and that has to include taking com-
monsense steps to keep guns out of the
hands of terrorists.

In a 2011 propaganda video, an al
Qaeda spokesman encouraged radicals
to buy guns in the United States, say-
ing: America is absolutely awash in ob-
tainable firearms.

The overwhelming majority of the
American people support reasonable
fixes to prevent terrorists from buying
guns and to expand background checks
for all commercial gun sales. Yet, in
the 3% years since the tragedy at
Sandy Hook Elementary School, the
House has not held a single vote on leg-
islation to prevent gun violence. In
that time, gun violence has killed more
than 100,000 Americans.

It took a 25-hour sit-in and thousands
of Americans rising up and demanding
a vote, but here we are finally voting
on something. It is a step forward. Un-
fortunately, the bill we are voting on
this week was written by the gun
lobby, and it won’t do anything to keep
guns out of the hands of dangerous in-
dividuals.

So let’s keep working. Let’s send bi-
partisan legislation to the President’s
desk, because the American people are
demanding action. We should Ilisten
and we should act.

————

IN THE SPIRIT OF ELIE WIESEL

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, Elie
Wiesel, one of the great human beings
who graced this Earth, passed away
this week. He said that sometimes we
are powerless to prevent injustice, but
we should never fail to protest against
injustice.

JOHN LEWIS is a man in this House
who is of the same caliber as Nelson
Mandela and Martin Luther King. He is
the same caliber as Elie Wiesel. When
JOHN LEWIS and other Democrats pro-
tested on this floor, they were here be-
cause they might not have been able to
prevent injustice, but they needed to
protest. And they did it in the spirit of
Elie Wiesel.
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Mr. Speaker, you said JOHN LEWIS
and the Democrats’ activity on the
floor was a stunt. It wasn’t a stunt. It
was in keeping with the great tradition
of people like Elie Wiesel and JOHN
LEWIS who know that at sometimes,
when society and the government are
so far out of line, there need to be ex-
traordinary steps to bring attention to
issues and make a change. The bill you
are bringing to the floor is a stunt.
JOHN LEWIS does not engage in stunts.

———

REJECT THE GUN LOBBY BILL

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is sad that it took a 26-hour sit-in of
177 Members just to get a vote on one
gun violence prevention bill this Con-
gress. It is even sadder that Speaker
RYAN still doesn’t get it.

This week, we are voting on a big gun
lobby bill that already failed in the
Senate. It would give the Attorney
General only 72 hours to determine if
someone on the no-fly list should be
able to purchase a gun. House rules re-
quire 3 days between a bill’s introduc-
tion and a vote. Why does Speaker
RYAN think that the House deserves 3
days to read a bill, but the FBI, Attor-
ney General, and our courts should
fully investigate a suspected terrorist
in the same amount of time?

This isn’t an attempt to address gun
violence. It is a shameful attempt to
claim that a vote was held, without
hurting the majority’s precious score-
card rating with the big gun lobby.

This isn’t a game. With each passing
hour, another family mourns the loss
of a loved one.

I urge my colleagues to reject the
gun lobby bill. I call on you, Speaker
RYAN, to have the courage to call up
H.R. 1217, the bipartisan King-Thomp-
son background check bill, a real gun
violence prevention measure.

———
J 1430
ASSAULT WEAPONS

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, in the
Iraq war, my unit fought door-to-door
in some of the areas now controlled by
ISIL, and we did it armed with an as-
sault rifle called the M16A4.

Why did the Marine Corps send us
into battle with this weapon?

At the risk of making anyone feel un-
comfortable, the simple answer is this:
Because the M16 is a machine designed
to kill and maim people. It is not for
target shooting, or hunting deer. The
M16 was refined for the sole purpose of
taking enemy lives in combat.

That is why it defies explanation
that Republicans believe assault rifles
like the M16 or the SIG SAUER MCX
used in Orlando should be carried in
our communities. Weapons that Ma-
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rines use to kill enemy combatants in
Iraq don’t belong on the streets of
Phoenix.

Mr. Speaker, it is even harder to un-
derstand why Republicans apparently
think known terrorists should be al-
lowed to purchase these firearms. They
plan to bring a sham bill to the floor
later this week that law enforcement
leaders tell us will do nothing to pre-
vent individuals on the terrorist watch
list from obtaining these deadly weap-
ons. That is unacceptable.

Mr. Speaker, here is the bottom line.
If you are too dangerous to fly on a
plane, then you are too dangerous to
buy the kind of weapon I carried in
Iraq.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, in the wake of the
endless gun violence happening across
the country, the American people are
calling desperately on Congress to act.

Under pressure from House and Sen-
ate Democrats during the historic sit-
in, Republican leadership has finally
agreed to allow a vote on legislation to
prevent gun sales to suspected terror-
ists placed on the no-fly list. While it is
my view that this legislation does not
go far enough to prevent violence in
our neighborhoods, it serves as an im-
portant step in order to continue an
open dialogue on this issue.

My grandson, who is a responsible
district manager in a very large cor-
poration in this Nation, is an NRA
member. He hunts and he plays golf. He
asked me: ‘“‘Granny, why must anybody
have an AK-47? Why must these kind of
weapons be sold to people? They must
have background checks.”” Now, this is
a member of the NRA.

Mr. Speaker, as Congress works to
reduce gun violence and gun-related
deaths throughout our country, I en-
courage my colleagues to immediately
bring forward meaningful and com-
prehensive reforms.

———

THIS IS THE TIME TO ACT

(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, yesterday we cele-
brated Fourth of July, the 240th birth-
day of our Nation’s independence, and
the celebrations were quite vivid in my
district, which includes parts of Phila-
delphia, the birthplace of our Nation.

One refrain I got often when walking
in parades in my district yesterday,
and I was really struck by it, was peo-
ple calling out: ‘““Thank you, thank you
for the sit-in. I watched the sit-in.
That’s great.”

I was really struck because, frankly,
I have not had that experience of peo-
ple so finely tuned to what is being
broadcast on C-SPAN. It speaks to the
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desire for people that we address this
issue and the frustration that is out
there that we just have moments of si-
lence, and then total silence.

This is the time to act. No more
Orlandos, no more Sandy Hooks, no
more Auroras. Let’s call up today the
two bills that are supported by 90 per-
cent of the American people.

————

IT IS TIME TO DO THE RIGHT
THING

(Mr. MEEKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I am here
today simply because it is time. It is
time to save lives. It is time to close
the gun show and Internet loophole. It
is time to make sure if you are on the
no-fly list, you can’t buy a gun in
America.

It is time for the American people to
know where their representatives
stand. It is time to find out who will
prevail, the people of the TUnited
States, or the NRA. It is time to end
moments of silence and move into leg-
islative action to save lives.

Mr. Speaker, don’t you think it is
time to give the people a vote?

Mr. Speaker, it is time for you to do
the right thing for all American people
and help save lives throughout the
United States of America. It is time to
do the right thing.

———————

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS
FAILED US

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I believe it is
time and I think it is time for the Con-
gress and the House of Representatives
to not look at diversionary issues, but
to look at how the Federal Government
has failed us. The Federal Government
failed us in Orlando, it failed us in San
Bernardino, it failed us in Boston.

The United States is under attack by
extremist organizations, radicals. They
have used a pressure cooker in Boston.
They used pipe bombs and mechanisms
they bought from plumbing stores in
San Bernardino. They used weaponry
that they acquired when the Federal
Government failed in Orlando.

It is time that we get our watch list
corrected so that we don’t put people
on, take them off, don’t know who is
on the list, who is off the list. It is
time that the Federal agencies for law
enforcement and protecting us connect
the dots and not miss the opportunities

to stop the Orlandos, the San
Bernardinos and the Bostons.
————

THE TIME IS NOW

(Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, the American people have
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been clear: they are demanding a vote
to keep Americans safe from gun vio-
lence.

When the Speaker announced a vote
this week on gun violence, the Amer-
ican people hoped this would be a vote
for families and children, a vote to
honor victims and survivors of sense-
less gun violence, and a vote to keep
Americans safe from harm. Instead, the
American families have been given a
bait-and-switch.

The bill we have in front of us is a
vote for powerful special interests, a
vote to honor the millions of dollars of
the NRA’s campaign spending, and a
vote for a bill that does nothing to
keep Americans safe from harm. This
is a bill backed by the heavyhanded
gun lobby that ensures it is easier for
terrorist suspects to buy an assault
rifle than to get on a plane.

Last week, representing half a mil-
lion people, the mayors in my district
came together and asked me to deliver
a letter to Speaker RYAN. In part it
reads:

““A strong and growing number of our
constituents are deeply frustrated with
the inaction of this Congress. We urge
you to allow debate and votes on ex-
panding background checks and Kkeep-
ing guns out of the hands of suspected
terrorists.”

The time is now for those votes.

————
IS THIS THE PEOPLE’S HOUSE?

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, we
have heard Speaker RYAN say it. We
have heard Majority Leader MCCARTHY
say it. We have heard Leader PELOSI
say it. We have heard Whip HOYER say
it. We have all said it. We proudly refer
to this body as the people’s House.

Well, implicit in calling this the peo-
ple’s House is that we are responsive to
what the citizens of this country want
us to do. What a sham that description
is when it comes to gun safety, what a
total sham.

In my district, we are running at a
record pace of homicide by gunfire. My
constituents want to know why we
can’t even have a debate and a vote on
sensible universal background checks
which, according to a poll this week, 92
percent of the American people want.

I call on Speaker RYAN to fulfill the
promise of the people’s House and bring
sensible gun safety legislation to this
floor.

————
NO FLY, NO BUY

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to
represent a diverse district in New
York, a State whose ban on assault
weapons was just upheld by the Su-
preme Court, and a State which just
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closed, on the State level, the senseless
loopholes in our Federal gun pur-
chasing regulations that allow known
criminals and domestic abusers to ob-
tain guns.

But one group of people New York’s
gun safety laws cannot reach are ter-
rorist suspects. That is because the
Federal Government controls the ter-
rorism watch list. So it is up to Con-
gress to make sure we keep guns out of
the hands of known terrorists. And the
vast majority of Americans agree, so
we must act.

Mr. Speaker, this body has no more
important mandate than to ensure the
safety of our citizens. We must pass no
fly, no buy, and we must pass com-
prehensive background checks to close
the loopholes for those that are trying
to purchase guns, and we need to act
now. Enough is enough.

———

CITIZENS ARE DEMANDING REAL
ANSWERS

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, since our
sit-in, led by our moral leader, JOHN
LEWIS, a steady, consistent chorus of
voices across the country is growing
louder demanding action on gun vio-
lence. The heartfelt calls, letters,
emails, and social media postings con-
tinue to flood in from my constituents.

These are grandparents, mothers,
young people who are saying ‘‘enough.”
In Sacramento alone, 60 people have
lost their lives this last year. These are
people who believe in the power of de-
mocracy, who are raising their voices,
and who are counting on us to listen.
They are saying ‘‘enough” to Repub-
licans not having the courage to stand
up to the powerful gun lobby.

The NRA-backed Republican deal we
are considering today is an empty
promise to the American people. It
would make it nearly impossible to
stop suspected terrorists from pur-
chasing firearms, and it would do noth-
ing to close a loophole that allows
criminals to bypass a background
check by simply going online or to a
gun show.

Mr. Speaker, our citizens are de-
manding real answers, not hollow ges-
tures. Let’s listen to them. We will not
rest until you do.

MEANINGFUL GUN SAFETY
LEGISLATION

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, last week 1
joined my Democratic colleagues from
Michigan for a standing-room-only
meeting of community members con-
cerned about gun violence in our coun-
try. We were joined by representatives
from law enforcement, the faith com-
munity, domestic violence advocates,
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the LGBT community, and grassroots
organizations.

We are at a turning point. The
Speaker called our sit-down efforts a
stunt. How wrong. It is the proposal
that he is offering that would be a
stunt instead of really addressing trag-
ic gun violence confronting this Na-
tion.

We should be considering the bipar-
tisan, commonsense legislation that
Americans overwhelmingly support:
preventing suspected terrorists from
buying guns, known as no buy, no fly,
and closing loopholes that allow online
and gun show sales to go forward with-
out background checks.

There is strong public interest for ac-
tion. We witnessed that last week. The
Speaker must no longer stand in the
way.

—————

WE MUST PURSUE COMMONSENSE
GUN VIOLENCE LEGISLATION

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, we must
pursue commonsense gun violence leg-
islation, legislation that makes a real
impact on the epidemic of gun violence
in our country. The American people
are crying out for a vote, and we have
a moral obligation to take action.

Two weeks ago, Democrats stood and
sat on this floor and demanded a com-
monsense gun violence prevention bill.
We are back today to continue that
fight.

The bills the Republicans are bring-
ing to the floor this week do little to
eliminate the scourge of gun violence
in our communities. In fact, the Zeldin
bill is supported by the National Rifle
Association. I think that is all you
need to know.

We need to move a real no fly, no buy
bill, one that actually prevents poten-
tial terrorists from getting dangerous
weapons. But our work cannot stop
there because gun violence in this
country does not only occur at the
hands of terrorists. We need to address
the issue of universal background
checks, to ban assault weapons, and to
conduct research on gun violence.

No more deaths. The American peo-
ple deserve a Congress that votes on
the issues that they most care about.
Not one more death in this country.

———
[ 1445
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, in my district, the Fourth District
of Georgia, the people are tired of gra-
tuitous gun violence. Gun violence and
gun deaths have risen by 8 percent over
the last decade.

Just this Friday night, a 35-year-old
female was Kkilled. Her brother had
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been killed a year earlier—both by gun-
fire. Saturday night, a 35-year-old male
was killed. His brother had been killed
a year ago by gunfire—both of them.
Families are being torn asunder. No
family should have to live under that.
A 38-year-old male not far from my of-
fice lost his life over a parking space
over this past weekend.

Gratuitous gun violence has to stop.
There is something that Congress can
do about it. We need to take action, lit-
tle, small action like closing the gun
show loophole. It makes a big dif-
ference. A little action like no fly, no
buy makes a big difference. But this
Congress, under the control of the
NRA, is unable to do so.

It is time for change.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks
ago, Democrats made a clear and pow-
erful statement that we will not stand
silent as thousands of Americans are
victimized by gun violence.

JOHN LEWIS, JOHN LARSON, and more
than 100 other Democratic Members
didn’t hold this floor for 26 straight
hours—and hold events with thousands
of people across the country just last
week—just to get a vote on legislation
that won’t make Americans safer. This
week, Republicans will have a vote on
a bill that was written by the NRA and
would not address the scourge of gun
violence.

The American people deserve a vote
on legislation that will actually keep
those under investigation for terrorism
from purchasing guns legally in our
country, bipartisan legislation like Re-
publican Representative PETER KING’s
no fly, no buy bill. They also deserve a
vote on legislation that would
strengthen and make comprehensive
background checks.

——
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, if Demo-
crats sound frustrated with the House’s
failure to act on gun violence, it is be-
cause we are. In New York City over
this past weekend, 14 people were shot
in 10 incidents. Three weeks ago, more
than 100 people were shot in a single
evening in a single club in Orlando, and
49 of them died.

My Democratic colleagues and I have
been running through the statistics
over and over again for years now—
tens of thousands of deaths every year.
Since we had the sit-in on the House
floor just a few weeks ago, more than
1,000 Americans have died from gun vi-
olence. That is shameful.

So, yes, we are frustrated because
this is the only country in the devel-
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oped world with gun laws like these.
Australia changed its gun laws, and as
a result, they virtually have no gun
homicides in that place. We just sit and
mourn and do nothing.

You can order one over the Internet.
We don’t require background checks,
and they will ship it to your house.

We are asking for no fly, no buy, and
we are asking for background checks.

You can walk up to a booth at a gun
show and hand a stranger a stack of
cash and walk away with a semiauto-
matic assault rifle, no questions asked.
Under current law, even if the FBI has
probable cause to believe you are a ter-
rorist, you can walk into a gun store
and pass a background check. That is
shameful.

We have to make a choice. We have
to act. I ask my good colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to come together
and pass sensible gun control legisla-
tion.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, as the rep-
resentative of New Jersey’s Tenth Con-
gressional District—which  suffered
one-third of the State’s total gun
deaths last year—I know the destruc-
tion that gun violence inflicts, and I
know how important it is that we do
more to keep guns out of the wrong
hands.

Today we stand with the vast major-
ity of the American people in support
of a very simple principle: our gun laws
should uphold and protect the freedom
of all Americans—that includes respon-
sible gun owners and those Americans
trying to exercise their basic right to
be free from gun violence.

We stand with the vast majority of
Americans who believe that, if you are
too dangerous to fly, you are too dan-
gerous to buy a gun; who believe that
we need to keep guns from criminals,
domestic abusers, and dangerously
mentally ill individuals.

Mr. Speaker, on this day of action,
we renew our call for Republican lead-
ership to give the American people a
vote that is bipartisan in nature on gun
safety legislation. We cannot continue
to have the NRA stand for ‘“‘no Repub-
lican action.”

————
GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION

(Mr. BEYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to the NRA-authored
H.R. 4237, the so-called Protect Amer-
ica Act.

Mr. Speaker, how does this legisla-
tion protect America from gun vio-
lence? This bill would do nothing to
close the terror gap that currently al-
lows suspected terrorists to legally buy
guns. This bill would do nothing to ad-
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dress our anemic background check
system that allows up to 40 percent of
all firearm transfers to proceed with-
out a background check. And this bill
will do nothing to keep guns out of the
hands of the dangerously mentally ill.

Mr. Speaker, there are steps that
Congress can take to keep guns out of
the hands of dangerous people and to
keep Americans safe from gun vio-
lence. TUnfortunately, the Protect
America Act would accomplish neither.

This body should be concerned with
protecting Americans from gun vio-
lence, not protecting its Members from
tough votes.

Mr. Speaker, let the people’s House
vote on real, meaningful, commonsense
legislation that would keep our con-
stituents safe.

———

GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, as a mother, the second best day of
my life was when my son was born. The
first best day was when he returned
safely from war. That is because every
night was almost unbearable. I prayed
that I would not get that fateful knock
at the door.

My son went to war, and that knock
on the door—while you don’t want it, it
is unimaginable—but you expect it.
But no parent—mo parent—should
worry that they are going to get that
knock on the door when they put their
child on a schoolbus or when their
child goes to the movies or out for a
celebration.

My constituent, Greg Key, got that
knock. His daughter, Lindsay, age 19,
went to a party and became the victim
of a stray bullet.

Mr. Speaker, how many more dev-
astated parents like Greg and the
moms and dads we have heard about
have to get devastating news and feel
devastating pain? It is time for this
Congress to do its job.

No more guns for criminals or terror-
ists.

———

GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. LARSON of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we are here with a very sim-
ple plea this morning with 5-minutes
and this afternoon with 1-minutes.

We know the Speaker is an honorable
man. We know that the chairman of
the Rules Committee, Mr. SESSIONS, is
an honorable man. We in the minority
are just asking for two commonsense,
simple votes, both that have bipartisan
support and sit here waiting to be dis-
charged. But in the minority, it is the
only voice that we have.

This minority party represents, actu-
ally, a majority of the American citi-
zens, and we can’t get a vote on what
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the American people are crying out for.
Mr. Speaker, 85 to 95 percent—depend-
ing upon what poll you read—believe
that there should be a bill that does
not provide terrorists who are on the
no-fly list with a gun. Also, people be-
lieve that there should be background
checks to keep guns out of the hands of
criminals.

There have been more than 1,000—
1,000—mass murders since Sandy Hook.
We cannot be silent anymore. We re-
spectfully ask that our colleagues in
the majority who control the floor
allow us the simple dignity of what we
take an oath here for: a vote.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4768, SEPARATION OF
POWERS RESTORATION ACT OF
2016; PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD
FROM JUNE 23, 2016, THROUGH
JULY 4, 2016; AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF MO-
TIONS TO SUSPEND THE RULES

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 796 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 796

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4768) to amend
title 5, United States Code, with respect to
the judicial review of agency interpretations
of statutory and regulatory provisions. The
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on the Judiciary. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on the Judiciary now printed in
the bill. The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute shall be considered as
read. All points of order against the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute are waived. No amendment to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be in order except those
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution. Each
such amendment may be offered only in the
order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report,
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against such amendments are
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
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Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. It shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider con-
current resolutions providing for adjourn-
ment during the month of July, 2016.

SEC. 3. On any legislative day during the
period from June 23, 2016, through July 4,
2016—

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the
previous day shall be considered as approved;
and

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the
House adjourned to meet at a date and time,
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by
the Chair in declaring the adjournment.

SEC. 4. The Speaker may appoint Members
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 3 of
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of
rule I.

SEC. 5. It shall be in order at any time on
the legislative day of June 23, 2016, or June
24, 2016, for the Speaker to entertain motions
that the House suspend the rules as though
under clause 1 of rule XV. The Speaker or his
designee shall consult with the Minority
Leader or her designee on the designation of
any matter for consideration pursuant to
this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of New York). The gentleman from
Texas is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

J 1500

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, this
rule provides for the consideration of
H.R. 4768, the Separation of Powers
Restoration Act of 2016. I rise today in
support of this rule and the underlying
legislation, which I believe directly
benefits the American people by ensur-
ing unelected bureaucrats are not able
to reinterpret the intent of legislation
passed by this body, the United States
Senate, signed by the President, or
known also as lawmakers under the
legislative process Article I powers
that are directly elected by the people
of this country.

Two weeks ago, the Rules Committee
met and reported a structured rule for
H.R. 4768. This rule provides for 1 hour
of debate equally divided by the chair
and ranking member of the Judiciary
Committee. I also want to point out
that the Rules Committee asked Mem-
bers to submit their ideas and amend-
ments, and, as a result, this resolution
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makes in order all of the amendments
submitted that did not raise a point of
order.

Mr. Speaker, the Constitution of
these United States established three
coequal branches of government, each
with a clearly defined role. The separa-
tion of powers protects Americans by
preventing any one branch from gain-
ing too much power.

Unfortunately, this system is being, I
believe, abused by unlawful actions by
administrative agencies that are in-
creasingly asserting lawmaking pow-
ers. This modern ‘‘Federal administra-
tive state,” as it is called, runs counter
to our Founders’ intent, outlined in our
Constitution, and I believe must be
reined in. That is why we are on the
floor of the House of Representatives
today with our ideas to move forth on
behalf of the ideas that we believe
should rule in law, in rulemaking, and
in the way the American people find
governance of these United States.

Mr. Speaker, in 1984, the Supreme
Court ruled that, when a congressional
statute is ambiguous, courts hearing
challenges to executive actions must
preemptively defer to the regulators’
interpretation of the law. The Court ef-
fectively rigged America’s regulatory
and judicial system in favor of
unelected bureaucrats and against the
American citizens that are being tar-
geted.

Later, in Auer v. Robbins, the Court
required deference to agencies’ inter-
pretations of their own regulations.
This great deference to administrative
agencies is particularly troubling be-
cause it effectively gives unelected bu-
reaucrats the power to make law.

Administrative agencies issue, en-
force, and settle disputes involving reg-
ulations that have the force of law in
many, many respects. In every aspect
of our daily life, we are impacted by
these decisions. Though the courts
have a duty to check the abuses of the
political branches in certain appro-
priate cases, they too often rely on def-
erential doctrines in reviewing agency
actions. Given the inconsistent appli-
cation of Chevron deference and con-
cerns about the separation of powers, it
is imperative that Congress act.

H.R. 4768 reverses this erosion of our
constitutional system that has allowed
unelected bureaucrats to mandate
their own interpretations of laws. The
legislation overturns the Chevron and
Auver doctrines by clarifying the intent
of the Administrative Procedure Act.
Specifically, the bill directs courts to
conduct a de novo, or from scratch, re-
view of all relevant questions of law,
including the interpretation of con-
stitutional and statutory provisions
and the provisions of agency rules.

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that, at the
time we pass laws, at the time we de-
bate intent, and at the time we pass
these laws and give to the agencies the
opportunity to work with us on the for-
mation of how the laws will be played
out, meaning the agencies’ rules and
regulations, it should be done with the
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intent of Congress. Many States have
regulatory systems that require all
regulations come back through their
elected officials.

We find that what we are trying to do
is to simply return the power of legis-
lating to Congress and ensure the
courts, not the agencies, interpret the
laws, based upon the original intent of
the laws. This is a critical step in re-
storing the constitutional balance and,
I believe, limiting executive overreach
to the balance that works on behalf of
people for the intent of the original
passage of the laws.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SEssIONS) for the customary 30
minutes. I really want to thank him
because, after what happened 2 weeks
ago when we in the minority were de-
nied any debate time on the rule or the
underlying bill, I know that being
given the customary 30 minutes is no
longer something we should automati-
cally assume.

Let me begin by saying I rise in
strong opposition to this rule. I am
going to rise in strong opposition to
the rule that comes after this, and the
one that comes after that.

We are debating three rules today
that would provide for the consider-
ation of legislation on the separation
of powers bill, a health savings account
bill that they put together, and a fi-
nancial services bill. All three bills, I
want my colleagues to know, are going
nowhere. There are Statements of Ad-
ministration Policy on all three pieces
of this legislation saying the adminis-
tration would veto them.

Some of these bills are so bad, I am
not even sure the Senate will consider
them. They are either press releases
that were written in the Republican
congressional campaign committee or
they are bills that are so loaded up
with extraneous materials and riders
on all kinds of subjects that have noth-
ing to do with the underlying legisla-
tion that, again, we are just sitting
here debating bills that have no future,
that are going nowhere. We are wasting
the time of our colleagues, and we are
wasting taxpayer money.

What we should be debating here
today, and you have heard from a se-
ries of my colleagues earlier, is legisla-
tion that would provide for comprehen-
sive background checks on anybody
who wants to buy a gun, and also on
legislation that says that, if you are on
an FBI terrorist watch list and you
cannot fly on an airplane, then you
should not be allowed to go into a gun
store and buy a weapon of war—or buy
any gun, for that matter.

Those are the two pieces of legisla-
tion that we tried 2 weeks ago to get
the Speaker of the House to give us
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time to debate and a vote on them, and
we are still demanding consideration of
these two very basic, commonsense
pieces of legislation that I believe will
save lives in this country. Quite frank-
ly, that is what we should be concerned
with: how we better protect our con-
stituents, how we better protect the
American people.

The issue of gun violence is some-
thing that Democrats and Republicans,
alike, care about. In fact, the two
pieces of legislation that we want to
bring to the floor are authored by a Re-
publican Member. The distinguished
gentleman from New York (Mr. KING)
is the prime author of both of these
pieces of legislation.

This problem is something that
seems to worry the American people,
trouble the American people, but
doesn’t seem to trouble the people who
are in charge of this House.

Listen to this statistic
PolitiFact:

So many people die annually from
gunfire in the United States that the
death toll between 1968 and 2011
eclipses all wars ever fought by the
country. There were about 1.4 million
firearm deaths in that period compared
to 1.2 million U.S. deaths in every con-
flict from the War of Independence to
Iraaq.

Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago, many of us
came to this floor and joined with our
colleagues—JOHN LEWIS, KATHERINE
CLARK, JOHN LARSON, MIKE THOMPSON,
and so many others—in a protest, in a
sit-in. The reason we did that is be-
cause the frustration level on this side
of the aisle is boiling over. This is sup-
posed to be a deliberative body where
important issues get debated and voted
on. Instead, this has become a place
where trivial issues get debated pas-
sionately and important ones not at
all.

In the aftermath of the terrible trag-
edy in Orlando where 49 people were
killed, all we could do in this House
was have a moment of silence. That
was it. That was what that protest was
all about. That is what that sit-in was
all about.

We have exhausted every other way
to try to get this legislation to the
floor. Every time we try to go through
regular order, we are blocked, we are
blocked, we are blocked, we are
blocked.

Enough.

The American people overwhelm-
ingly support the no fly, no buy bill
and universal background checks. They
are not going to fall for the theatrics
that my Republican friends are now en-
gaged in this week, which is to bring
up an NRA-written bill, which they are
going to say is no fly, no buy.

But what they are not going to tell
you is that all of the loopholes still
exist. It doesn’t matter what this bill
purports to do; you could still be on
the terrorist watch list and go online
and buy a gun. You could still be on
the terrorist watch list and not be able
to fly and go to a gun show and buy a
gun.

from
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It is pathetic that the loopholes and
the background checks in our laws con-
tinue to be unaddressed. All we are try-
ing to do is have our moment where we
can debate this issue, which, again, is a
bipartisan issue. It is not a partisan
issue. Again, the two pieces of legisla-
tion that we want to bring to the floor
are authored by a Republican Member.

Mr. Speaker, we are not going away.
This issue is too important. We are not
going to be silent. We are going to con-
tinue to use every means available to
us to raise our voices and to demand
that the leadership of this House re-
spect not the wishes of the Democratic
minority, but respect the wishes of the
vast majority of the American people,
Democrats and Republicans alike.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
10 minutes to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS), a member of the
Rules Committee

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I appreciate the chairman yielding
me the time.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 796, the rule providing for con-
sideration of H.R. 4768, the Separation
of Powers Restoration Act.

I want to thank not only the chair-
man, but the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. RATCLIFFE), my friend, for intro-
ducing this legislation and bring