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HONORING THE LIFE OF LUIS 
DANIEL CONDE 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Luis Daniel Conde of Haines 
City, Florida. Luis was a resident of my district 
whose life was cut short in the tragic shooting 
at Pulse nightclub on June 12, 2016, in Or-
lando. 

Luis was a talented makeup artist and 
owned a beauty salon with his partner of 16 
years, Juan Rivera Velazquez. Luis and Juan 
were partners in business and in life. They 
grew up in the same small town in Puerto 
Rico, and even attended the same school, 
Jose Campeche High School in San Lorenzo, 
Puerto Rico. 

At their salon, Juan created hairstyles, while 
Luis—never the shy one—touched up clients’ 
make-up and kept the techno music playing. 
Former clients and friends remember them as 
wonderful people who loved helping others 
and frequently provided their services free of 
charge to women who were victims of domes-
tic violence. It was widely known that they 
loved people and lived to help others. 

Luis Daniel was 39 years old. He died 
alongside Juan the night of the shooting. 

Luis will never be forgotten in our pursuit of 
a more just and loving world. His memory and 
acts of kindness will live forever in the hearts 
and minds of those who knew him. 

May his family, friends and relatives eventu-
ally find solace and comfort and may he rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE TAHOE EN-
VIRONMENTAL RESEARCH CEN-
TER ON ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the Tahoe Environmental Re-
search Center, or TERC, at the University of 
California Davis on its 10th anniversary. For 
the past decade, TERC has been a global 
leader in research, education and public out-
reach about the Lake Tahoe Basin and other 
similar systems across the world. 

Their work has never been more urgent: 
Lake Tahoe is one of the most famous des-
tinations in the United States, and draws mil-
lions of visitors from around the world for hik-
ing, water sports, skiing, and so many other 
recreational activities. But increased develop-
ment and a higher number of residents and 
tourists have damaged the environment of the 
Tahoe Basin and sharply reduced Lake 
Tahoe’s world-renowned clarity. In fact, the 
lake has lost a third of its transparency over 
the past 30 years. 

The University of California at Davis, whose 
campus is situated in my Congressional Dis-
trict, is no stranger to studying Lake Tahoe: 58 
years ago, UC Davis pioneered conducting 
scientific research at Lake Tahoe, and was the 
first institution to sound the alarm about the 
damage being done to the Tahoe Basin’s sen-
sitive ecosystem. The work done by UC Davis 
and the Tahoe Environmental Research Cen-
ter has been essential to keeping Tahoe blue. 

Congratulations to the TERC on its 10th an-
niversary and all the work it has done to pre-
serve the natural beauty and ecological diver-
sity of the Tahoe Basin. 

f 

THE IMMORALITY OF INACTION: 
CONGRESS CANNOT REMAIN SI-
LENT ON VOTING RIGHTS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on Restoration Tuesday to highlight 
and recognize the positive strides made by 
elected officials in support of equal voting 
rights. 

Several states, including California, Con-
necticut, Illinois, Oregon and Vermont have 
passed laws establishing automatic voter reg-
istration. In these states across the country, 
when a citizen comes in contact with the DMV 
they are automatically registered to vote un-
less they actively decline. In April of this year, 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe of Virginia ordered voting 
rights restored to 206,000 ex-convicts in Vir-
ginia. This year, Virginia joined over 20 states 
that have helped diminish the stigma of dis-
enfranchisement from citizens who have 
served their sentences and paid their debts to 
society. 

These leaders faced harsh public criticism 
and were targeted by the media. These were 
not popular efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, may I remind my fellow col-
leagues that we are not here for a popularity 
contest. We are here to serve the people of 
America. We are here to support democracy, 
justice, fairness and equality for all. We cannot 
and must not continue to sit idly by and do 
nothing. Last year, I introduced a bill, the Vot-
ing Rights Advancement Act of 2015 to an-
swer the call the Supreme Court gave Con-
gress in 2013 after the Shelby v. Holder ruling 
that called for for a modern day formula to de-
termine federal enforcement. It has been three 
years since the Supreme Court ruling. It has 
been over a full year since I introduced the 
Voting Rights Advancement Act. Inaction on 
the cause of voting rights has now become 
‘‘business as usual’’ and this cannot continue. 
We can no longer be afraid to lead and stand 
for what is right. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said it best when 
he stated ‘‘history will have to record that the 
greatest tragedy of this period of social transi-
tion was not the strident clamor of the bad 

people, but the appalling silence of the good 
people.’’ 

The silence of Congress on the fundamental 
right to vote is no less than appalling. Political 
equality is good for everyone. What are we 
afraid of? Why do we continue to do nothing? 

The flood of suppressive voting laws con-
tinue to flow from every corner of our country 
and the tide is only getting higher. Our silence 
only silences the voices and vote of the Amer-
ican people. We can and must do better. 

f 

FAA EXTENSION, SAFETY, AND 
SECURITY ACT OF 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2016 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of this extension to reauthorize 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 
This measure is the product of dedicated bi-
partisan work. For that, I thank Chairman SHU-
STER, Ranking Member DEFAZIO—and, from 
across the Capitol, Senator THUNE and Sen-
ator NELSON. I am pleased that we included 
some time-sensitive and safety- and security- 
critical measures in this legislation. Passing 
this extension is the right thing to do for the 
safety and security of the American traveling 
public. 

In addition, I am pleased that the legislation 
directs the FAA to continue moving forward on 
safe integration of unmanned aircraft systems 
(UAS) and directs the Department of Trans-
portation to move forward on a long-overdue 
rule to better assist disabled travelers. 

However, there are many important bipar-
tisan provisions that regrettably did not make 
the cut. I stand by my remarks regarding the 
first extension in September as well as the ex-
tension we passed in March. We did not have 
to go down this road. 

Because of a desire to privatize the nation’s 
air traffic control (ATC) system, some critical 
pieces of the legislation have been tied up. 

We could have been here on the Floor 
today with a long-term reauthorization bill that 
took a comprehensive approach to addressing 
the pressing needs of the FAA, aviation safety 
and air travel. Mr. Speaker, if you ask 10 avia-
tion stakeholders to identify the area of the 
FAA most in need of reform, I would venture 
to say most if not all 10 of them would say, 
‘‘certification.’’ 

Both the House and Senate long-term FAA 
bills included far-reaching reforms to stream-
line the FAA certification process that would 
help U.S. manufacturers become more com-
petitive, expand their global presence and cre-
ate jobs in the United States. 

The certification reforms that have bipartisan 
and bicameral support would have immediate 
benefits in my home state of Washington— 
where aviation manufacturing is a significant 
economic driver—as well as for the entire U.S. 
economy. 
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They would improve safety by permitting 

manufacturers to deliver newer and safer tech-
nology to the market more quickly. 

Yet this legislation omits most of those re-
forms. That is a critical and unfortunate omis-
sion, in my view. 

In addition, this legislation fails to syn-
chronize flight attendant rest rules with pilot 
rest rules. Synchronizing these rules would 
enable flight attendants to receive the rest 
they need and further improve the safety and 
security of the flying public. 

And while it falls outside the jurisdiction of 
the Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, 
I have serious concerns about expanding the 
look-back period to fifteen years for current 
and prospective airport employees. 

I said back in February, when T&I marked 
up a controversial long-term FAA reauthoriza-
tion, that I feared we were in for more serial 
extensions. 

All Democrats and two Republicans voted 
against that bill because of its science experi-
ment with air traffic control privatization. But 
the rest of the bill had strong bipartisan sup-
port, and instead of enacting another exten-
sion, we could be here to enact meaningful re-
forms that aviation stakeholders need. 

So it is with disappointment that I am here 
to support a temporary extension. 

f 

HONORING MS. NANCY WATT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Nancy Watt for her 19 
years of public service with Napa County, 
California, including 12 years as the Napa 
County Executive Officer, as she moves onto 
the next stage of her career. 

A native of Los Gatos, California, Ms. Watt 
earned her bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Southern California, and then returned 
to the Bay Area and graduated with a Master’s 
in Public Administration from Sonoma State 
University. 

Ms. Watt began her career with Napa Coun-
ty as a Management Analyst in 1997, before 
becoming the Assistant County Administrator 
in 1999. Her success and leadership in these 
roles led to her appointment as County Execu-
tive Officer in 2004, making her the first 
woman to hold that position in Napa County. 

Throughout her career, Ms. Watt has been 
an outstanding and inspiring public servant. As 
Executive Officer, she has led Napa County 
through challenging times including the Great 
Recession, the South Napa Earthquake, and 
the Valley Fire. Her integrity, keen judgment, 
and commitment to fairness kept the county 
moving and ensured its government met the 
needs of our community. 

Mr. Speaker, Nancy Watt has dedicated 
nearly two decades to serving Napa County 
and has set an inspiring example of devoted 
public service. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor her here today. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF YILMARY 
RODRIGUEZ SOLIVAN 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Yilmary Rodriguez Solivan, a 
resident of my district who lived in Kissimmee, 
Florida. Yilmary’s life was cut short during the 
tragic shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, 
June 12, 2016. 

Yilmary was married to race-car driver Juan 
Borges and was a mother of two, including a 
three-month-old son, Sergio. She worked at a 
Wendy’s in Puerto Rico before moving to Flor-
ida. 

Yilmary was enjoying a night out at Pulse 
with her friend Jonathan Camuy and her 
brother-in-law, William Borges. The group de-
cided to go to a gay club because they be-
lieved them to be safer after an incident at an-
other club. Before a gunman opened fire, 
Yilmary had smiled into a camera, posing for 
a photo with her brother-in-law and friend. 
Jonathan died trying to protect his friend 
Yilmary. She was 24 years old. 

Yilmary Rodriguez Solivan will never be for-
gotten in our pursuit of a more just and loving 
world. Her memory and acts of kindness will 
live forever in the hearts and minds of those 
who knew her. 

May her family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may she rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
WORLD ABSOLUTE SPEED 
RECORD SET BY THE SR–71 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the 40th anniver-
sary of the World Absolute Speed Record 
flight by the Lockheed SR–71 ‘Blackbird,’ one 
of the greatest achievements in aviation his-
tory. Even today, the 2,193 mph record set by 
the SR–71 ‘Blackbird’ is still recognized by the 
World Air Sports Federation as the fastest hu-
mans have travelled during a sanctioned world 
record flight. 

As the Representative from Georgia’s 
Eighth Congressional District, I am deeply 
honored that a machine as magnificent as this 
aircraft rests alongside the Global Hawk and 
the U2 at the Museum of Aviation in Warner 
Robins, Georgia. The SR–71 ‘Blackbird’ flew 
for the first time on December 22, 1964. This 
aircraft, which could fly faster than the speed 
of a bullet at altitudes greater than 80,000 
feet, remained the fastest and highest flying 
aircraft for the duration of its thirty five year 
career. The SR–71 ‘Blackbird’ served crucial 
roles in the areas of combat, reconnaissance, 
and research for the United States. Due to its 
unmatched speed, altitude, and state-of-the-art 
stealth capabilities, the SR–71 ‘Blackbird’ was 
integral in providing strategic advantages dur-
ing the Vietnam War, the Yom Kippur War, 
and the Cold War. It also enabled the United 
States to conduct vital surveillance missions 

over countries such as Libya, Lebanon, 
Yemen, North Korea, and China during peri-
ods of unrest. 

I would like to thank the crew of the record 
breaking flight, Captain Eldon Joersz and 
Major George Morgan Jr., for their service to 
the United States and their role in marking the 
SR–71 ‘Blackbird’s’ place in history. I would 
also like to thank the Museum of Aviation in 
Warner Robins, Georgia for making it possible 
for visitors from around the country to see this 
great symbol of American innovation. 

f 

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
OF MR. NEAL W. ALLEN, III 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a dedicated public servant who has 
significantly contributed to Maine and our com-
munities for more than forty years. 

This July, Neal W. Allen will be retiring as 
the Executive Director of the Greater Portland 
Council of Governments after 18 years. In this 
role, he has led a regional planning organiza-
tion that provides support to communities 
across Southern Maine around municipal serv-
ices, transportation & land use, economic de-
velopment, sustainability, housing, and many 
other issues that impact people in their daily 
lives. 

At the Council of Governments, Mr. Allen 
led major initiatives around sound governance 
of the organization, along with the establish-
ment of its Sustainability Principles. Those 
Principles opened new opportunities for the re-
gion, including a federal HUD Sustainability 
grant that involved more than 40 partners from 
Kittery to Brunswick. The Sustainability Prin-
ciples also formed a basis for the Council’s 
energy planning, electric vehicles initiatives, 
and designation in the U.S. Commerce De-
partment’s Investing in Manufacturing Commu-
nities Partnership. 

Following service in the Coast Guard during 
the Vietnam era, Mr. Allen’s career in Maine 
began in the 1970s, as an Assistant City Man-
ager in Portland. Among other contributions to 
the City, he played a key role in establishing 
Portland’s ambulance service, Medcu, the first 
of its kind in Maine. He then went on to serve 
the City through a variety of challenging 
issues as Acting City Manager and later, as 
the first Executive Director of the waste man-
agement organization that is now named Eco 
Maine. That program resulted in the closing of 
numerous open burning landfills and the es-
tablishment of a regional system for managing 
solid waste. Along the way, Mr. Allen served 
a Governor and U.S. Senator in various roles, 
and was the co-recipient, along with former 
Governor Joseph Brennan, of the State of 
Maine Award in 1983. 

This is just a small sampling of the many 
ways that Neal Allen made our region better. 
This career is reflective of his commitment to 
public service and to the notion that practical, 
local collaboration can make a big difference 
in the daily lives of people in our communities. 
I doubt that this retirement will be the last 
word on his contributions to our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I truly admire Mr. Allen for his 
long and devoted service to Maine, and would 
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like to thank him for the difference he has 
made in the lives of Mainers. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE OF SANDRA STROKOFF 
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleague Ranking Member 
LEVIN to recognize the service of Sandra 
Strokoff, an exceptional lawyer and public 
servant, on the occasion of her retirement 
from the United States House of Representa-
tives Office of Legislative Counsel. After seven 
years leading the office as Legislative Counsel 
for the House of Representatives, and having 
spent over 40 years in that office, Ms. Strokoff 
has had a hand in drafting many significant 
bills in her distinguished career. It is safe to 
say that she has played a critical role in draft-
ing every major piece of trade legislation over 
a period of decades, and she has done so 
with considerable legal skill, a keen eye for 
detail, commitment to excellence, and enor-
mous patience. She has also worked hard to 
train many others in her office and on my 
staff, for which I am grateful. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in offering my sincerest 
thanks to Sandra for her invaluable service 
and dedication to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and our nation. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LUIS 
DANIEL WILSON-LEON 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Luis Daniel Wilson-Leon, a 
resident of my district who resided in Orlando, 
Florida. Luis lost his life during the tragic 
shooting at Pulse nightclub in the early morn-
ing hours of June 12, 2016. 

Luis, who was also known as Danny, liked 
to wear black and grow his sideburns long 
while growing up in his small town in Puerto 
Rico. He encountered many bullies, but never 
retaliated with hate. His friends and family re-
member his loving, positive energy and spoke 
of him as a protector and confidante. Danny 
moved to Vero Beach, Florida, on his own in 
2004. Once there, he quickly learned English 
and landed a job at a shoe store. Danny 
earned a promotion to store manager, was 
dedicated to his work and attended church. 

Danny eventually met the love of his life, 
Jean Carlos Mendez Perez, a salesperson at 
the shop, Perfumania. Their friends described 
the moment as ‘‘love at first sight,’’ and the 
beginning of their nine-year relationship. The 
two shared a home, frequented their favorite 
Hispanic restaurants and loved going to Latin 
Night at the Pulse club. 

Luis Daniel and Jean Carlos died alongside 
one another that night in Orlando. Luis was 37 
years old. 

Luis will never be forgotten in our pursuit of 
a more just and loving world. His memory and 

acts of kindness will live forever in the hearts 
and minds of those who knew him. 

May his family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may he rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JOHN M. 
QUEEN III 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John M. Queen III of Haywood 
County, North Carolina. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Western North Carolina, I would like to 
thank Mr. Queen for his service to farmers in 
Haywood County and congratulate him on his 
induction into the Western North Carolina Agri-
culture Hall of Fame. 

A fourth-generation cattle producer from 
Haywood County and owner of John Queen 
Farms, Mr. Queen’s background includes ex-
perience in nearly every aspect of beef cattle 
management. He has been a strong promoter 
of his industry and has been president of both 
the North Carolina and National Cattlemen’s 
Associations. As national president, he trav-
eled throughout the country working with 
cattlemen to improve farm practices and 
worked in Washington, D.C. to advocate for 
the industry in Congress and at the White 
House. 

Always a leader in the cattle market, Mr. 
Queen established the Southeast Livestock 
Exchange (SELEX), which holds auctions for 
producers across Georgia and the Carolinas 
and has become a major asset to the regional 
cattle industry. More recently, Mr. Queen has 
been instrumental in the success of the week-
ly market at the Western North Carolina Re-
gional Livestock Center in Canton, N.C. Under 
his management, from its opening in 2011 
through 2015, the market has sold over 
82,000 head of livestock for more than $72 
million and has had an economic impact of 
$110 million on the region. 

Mr. Queen has served as a Haywood Coun-
ty Commissioner and director of the Haywood 
County Cattlemen’s Association, and has been 
involved in the N.C. Farm Bureau, Southern 
Appalachian Highland Conservancy, and N.C. 
Beef Board. He has been recognized as a 
River Friendly Farmer and for his outstanding 
leadership in business in Haywood County. 
Mr. Queen remains an avid supporter of the 
regional FFA and 4–H programs, starting an 
FFA Heifer Chain and supporting the Junior 
Dairy Show. 

John M. Queen III has had a substantial in-
fluence on the livestock industry not only in 
Western North Carolina but throughout our 
state and nation. He deserves our highest rec-
ognition and I am honored to express the sin-
cere congratulations and best wishes of the 
people of North Carolina on his induction into 
the Western North Carolina Agriculture Hall of 
Fame. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,362,032,846,861.90. We’ve 
added $8,735,155,797,948.82 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8.7 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HELPING FAMILIES IN MENTAL 
HEALTH CRISIS ACT OF 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TIM MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2016 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I would also like to thank Dr. Tony Mannarino, 
Dr. Harold Koplewicz, Dr. E. Fuller Torrey, Dr. 
Shannon Edwards, Dr. Alan Axelson, Dr. Mi-
chael Welner, Dr. Jeffrey Lieberman, Dr. Sally 
Satel, and DJ Jaffe for their helping and hard 
work on the Helping Families in Mental Health 
Crisis Act. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY AND 
CAREER OF DR. TONY ZEISS 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Tony Zeiss for his 24 years of serv-
ice at Central Piedmont Community College 
(CPCC). 

Dr. Zeiss joined CPCC in 1992 and devel-
oped a vision and strategic plan that has 
made CPCC the nation’s leader in workforce 
development. In fact, under the leadership of 
Dr. Zeiss, Central Piedmont has become one 
of North Carolina’s largest and most success-
ful community colleges. As the third president 
of Central Piedmont Community College, Dr. 
Zeiss grew the school from one campus to six 
and expanded its outreach efforts and class 
offerings. Currently, CPCC now serves over 
70,000 students, approximately twice as many 
as it did when Dr. Zeiss started. 

In these times of economic hardship, Cen-
tral Piedmont Community College has consist-
ently succeeded in training students to meet 
the demands of the 21st century job market. 
The ability of Dr. Zeiss to connect students 
with the needs of businesses cannot be un-
derstated, because his work has allowed stu-
dents to prosper in difficult times. 

An active member of many civic groups, Dr. 
Zeiss serves as an outstanding role model for 
both students and colleagues seeking to better 
themselves and their community. He has built 
a career of serving others and CPCC now 
reaps the benefits of his years of dedication. 
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Whether it is in his travels as a professional 
speaker, or found in one of the twenty books 
he has written, Dr. Zeiss’ wisdom always cap-
tivates an audience and leaves a place better 
than he found it. That is exactly what he has 
done at CPCC. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring the career of a truly remarkable indi-
vidual, and my friend, Dr. Tony Zeiss, for his 
service to Central Piedmont Community Col-
lege and wishing he and his wife Beth well as 
they begin the next chapter of their lives in re-
tirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RODOLFO 
AYALA-AYALA 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Rodolfo Ayala-Ayala, a resi-
dent of my district who lived in Kissimmee, 
Florida. Rodolfo lost his life during the tragic 
shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, in the 
early morning hours of June 12, 2016. 

Rodolfo was a biologics supervisor at a 
blood donation center in Orlando. He would 
have been working the morning of the shoot-
ing helping the victims after thousands of peo-
ple throughout Central Florida turned out to 
donate blood that day. Instead, he was one of 
the victims. 

Rodolfo, who was also known as Rodney, 
had recently been promoted to platelet super-
visor. A native of Puerto Rico, he was a skilled 
salsa dancer and loved all kinds of Latin 
music. His family and friends remember him 
as a compassionate man dedicated to his 
work. He was a prankster and could rock a 
bow tie. Rodolfo was a well-loved human 
being and had a bright future ahead of him. 
He was enjoying Latin Night at Pulse nightclub 
the morning of the shooting. He was 33 years 
old. 

Rodolfo Ayala-Ayala will never be forgotten 
in our pursuit of a more just and loving world. 
His memory and acts of kindness will live for-
ever in the hearts and minds of those who 
knew him. 

May his family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may he rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

FAA EXTENSION, SAFETY, AND 
SECURITY ACT OF 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2016 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, this bill provides 
needed stability for our nation’s aviation pro-
grams, while giving lawmakers the time to 
come to a longer term FAA authorization. 

The House has previously passed a number 
of needed aviation security bills that I have 
sponsored, and I’m pleased that three of those 
bills are included in this legislation. 

These provisions include the TSA PreCheck 
Expansion Act, the Checkpoint Optimization 
and Efficiency Act, and my SAFE GATES leg-
islation. 

Together, these provisions will increase the 
number of travelers receiving expedited secu-
rity screening, reduce airports wait times by 
making commonsense reforms to the way 
TSA operates, and enhance the security at 
overseas airports with direct flights to the 
United States. 

The result will be greater efficiency, en-
hanced safety, and a reformed TSA that is 
better prepared to protect our transportation 
infrastructure. 

In these trying times in which America faces 
a formidable threat from terrorists at home and 
abroad, it is critical that we act to secure our 
aviation sector from threats and mitigate at-
tacks like those in Istanbul and Brussels. 

Along with these attacks on airports, we 
have seen three—potentially four—passenger 
aircraft bombed by terrorists in recent months. 
Passing this legislation will help guard against 
such attacks against U.S.-bound aircraft. 

I appreciate the tireless work of Chairman 
SHUSTER and Chairman THUNE in shepherding 
this critical extension of FAA’s authority. I 
thank them and Chairman MCCAUL for advo-
cating for my security provisions to be in-
cluded. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CITI OPEN TENNIS 
TOURNAMENT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing the Citi Open Tennis Tour-
nament, taking place July 16–24, 2016, in 
Rock Creek Park, and to recognize these 
dates as ‘‘Tennis Week’’ in the District of Co-
lumbia. All are invited to attend the 48th in-
stallment of this Washington tennis tradition, a 
cultural, economic, and community staple in 
the region. 

The tennis tournament, now known as the 
Citi Open Tennis Tournament, was founded in 
1969 by tennis legend and Hall of Famer Don-
ald Dell, along with business partner John 
Harris, with the support of Arthur Ashe. Mr. 
Ashe declared he would participate in the in-
augural tournament under two conditions: the 
tournament would take place in a naturally in-
tegrated neighborhood, and it would be played 
on public land where all people could come to-
gether, enjoy the sport, and share the experi-
ence. Today, the tournament remains in its 
original location on 16th & Kennedy Streets 
NW, in Rock Creek Park. 

In 1972, Mr. Dell gave the tournament sanc-
tion to the Washington Tennis & Education 
Foundation (then called the Washington Area 
Tennis Patrons Foundation), a nonprofit orga-
nization supporting local education causes for 
over 1,200 low-income and underserved chil-
dren. 

The Citi Open Tennis Tournament draws 
the best players in the world, making D.C. a 
global tennis destination. The tournament is 
also seen on television in 182 countries. A 
2015 economic impact study found that the 
estimated total gross impact of the Citi Open 
on the regional economy is more than $28.2 
million. The tournament is the only Association 
of Tennis Professionals 500 level event in the 
United States, and it is one of only four pro-

fessional tennis tournaments combining men’s 
and women’s events. It is also recognized as 
an international level tournament by the Wom-
en’s Tennis Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing ‘‘Tennis Week 
in the District of Columbia’’ for the Citi Open 
Tennis Tournament, celebrated July 16–24. 

f 

AGA KHAN’S 59TH YEAR AS IMAM 
OF THE ISMAILI MUSLIMS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
represent one of the most diverse districts in 
all of America. Our diversity is part of what 
makes the greater Houston area a strong ex-
ample of the melting pot that comprises this 
great nation. 

I appreciate the Ismaili community’s en-
gagement with the broader community—in cul-
ture, business, education, and civic affairs. 
The Ismaili community provides important con-
tributions to our community and we appreciate 
all that you do to embrace Texas and America 
as your home. 

Today, I would like to acknowledge a spe-
cial anniversary for the Ismaili community. On 
July 11th, the Aga Khan will celebrate 59 
years as Imam of the Ismaili Muslims. The 
role of the Imam is both to interpret the faith 
to the community, and also to do all he can to 
improve the quality and security of their daily 
lives. 

The Aga Khan emphasizes the view of the 
religion of Islam as a thinking, spiritual faith: 
one that teaches compassion and tolerance, 
promotes the role of the intellect and upholds 
the dignity of man, God’s noblest creation. 

I congratulate the Aga Khan on his 59th 
year as Imam and wish him and the Ismaili 
Muslim community in the United States every 
success in their continued efforts to improve 
the lives of people around the world. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE POMPEO 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
401, 402, 403, I was unable to cast my vote 
in person due to a previously scheduled en-
gagement. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘Yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY 
OF GEORGE ROSENKRANZ, PH.D. 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the extraordinary life and work of George 
Rosenkranz, Ph.D., who celebrates his 100th 
birthday on August 20, 2016. 
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Dr. George Rosenkranz has made signifi-

cant contributions to the vitality of scientific re-
search in our nation, helping build the founda-
tion of many important life sciences compa-
nies, including Syntex, Alza, Dynax, Affymax, 
Affymetrix and Zoecon. 

George Rosenkranz was born in Hungary 
on August 20, 1916. He earned his Ph.D. in 
1940 and in 1941 left Europe for Cuba. He 
married Edith Rosenkranz in 1945 and to-
gether they moved to Mexico City where he 
founded Syntex. The U.S. headquarters were 
opened in Palo Alto, California, in the early 
1960s. Dr. Rosenkranz served as President, 
Chairman and CEO of Syntex until his retire-
ment in 1981, and served as Founding Chair-
man of the Board until Syntex was acquired 
by Roche in 1995. In addition to the birth con-
trol pill, Syntex made many scientific discov-
eries including Lidex, Naprosyn, Toradol, 
Cellcept, Cytovene, and others. 

Dr. Rosenkranz holds multiple patents and 
has authored more than 200 scientific publica-
tions. He has been honored with the Bio-
technology Heritage Award, the Winthrop- 
Sears Medal, the Condecoracion Eduardo 
Liceaga, and many others. 

He has given generously of his time, re-
sources and considerable talents through phi-
lanthropy in the fields of scientific research at 
Stanford University, in Mexico and Israel. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in wishing Dr. George 
Rosenkranz a joyous centennial celebration, 
surrounded by the love of his family. He is a 
national treasure and because of Dr. 
Rosenkranz and his great work we are a 
stronger, better nation, and a healthier world. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SIMON 
ADRIAN CARRILLO FERNANDEZ 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Simon Adrian Carrillo 
Fernandez of Kissimmee, Florida, a resident 
of my district who lost his life on June 12, 
2016, during the tragic shooting at Pulse 
nightclub in Orlando. 

Simon Fernandez came to the United States 
from Venezuela a decade ago. He was an ac-
counting student and worked as a manager at 
a local McDonalds. His colleagues admired his 
attention to detail and leadership style. He 
never forgot a co-worker’s birthday and would 
always bring a cake to celebrate the occasion. 
He took great pride in his career. 

Simon and his partner, Oscar Aracena, pur-
chased a home last year where they lived to-
gether with their three lovely Chihuahuas. 
They enjoyed traveling together, dancing, 
riding their bikes and going water skiing. 

Simon and Oscar had been vacationing in 
Canada and New York earlier the week before 
the tragedy. Friends enjoyed seeing their 
photos posted online from their stop in Niag-
ara Falls. The couple had just returned to Or-
lando earlier in the day before heading out 
with friends to Latin Night at the Pulse club on 
the night of the attack. 

The two died alongside one another at the 
club. Simon was 31 years old. 

Simon Adrian Carrillo Fernandez will never 
be forgotten in our pursuit of a more just and 

loving world. His memory and acts of kindness 
will live forever in the hearts and minds of 
those who knew him. 

May his family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may he rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

H.R. 5456 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following extraneous materials on H.R. 5456, 
the Family First Prevention Services Act of 
2016: 

GENERATIONS UNITED, 
Washington, DC, June 13, 2016. 

GENERATIONS UNITED’S STATEMENT SUP-
PORTING THE FAMILY FIRST PREVENTION 
SERVICES ACT 
Generations United commends House and 

Senate leaders on the proposed bipartisan, 
bicameral Family First Prevention Services 
Act. This groundbreaking legislation takes 
the bold step to redirect federal funding to 
support evidence-based, upfront prevention 
services, making them available to the ap-
proximately 2.5 million children whose 
grandparents or other relatives step in to 
care for them, keeping them out of foster 
care and with family. 

Children raised by relatives experience in-
creased stability, and greater safety and per-
manency and better behavioral and mental 
health outcomes than children living with 
non-relatives. Yet, grandparents or other rel-
atives often take on the care of children with 
little or no warning. These relatives face 
unique challenges finding information about 
resources, policies and services to help them 
navigate their new role providing full time 
care for children. 

Supports offered through the Family First 
Prevention Services Act such as individual 
and family therapy, home visiting and kin-
ship navigator programs can offer relatives 
the support they need to keep children out of 
foster care and help them thrive. 

The proposed legislation will benefit chil-
dren in grandfamilies by: 

Providing a partial federal match to states 
offering evidence-based Kinship Navigator 
programs. 

Allowing states to use federal funds to sup-
port 12 months of prevention services to keep 
children from needing to enter foster care, 
including families where a relative is caring 
for a child. 

Addressing barriers to licensure for rel-
atives through the promotion of model fam-
ily foster care licensing standards with a 
focus on ensuring states promote placements 
with family members. 

Reducing the amount of time foster chil-
dren wait to be adopted or placed with rel-
atives across state lines by encouraging 
states to replace their outdated child place-
ment systems with a more efficient elec-
tronic system. 

Ensuring more foster children are placed 
with families by ending federal reimburse-
ment when states inappropriately place chil-
dren in non-family settings. 

Promoting permanency for children by ex-
tending adoption and legal guardianship in-
centive payments. 

The proposed bill also reauthorizes the Re-
gional Partnership Grant Program, which 
provides funding to state and local evidence- 
based services aimed at preventing child 
abuse and child neglect due to parental sub-

stance abuse, and it extends existing child 
welfare services for five years through the 
Promoting Safe and Stable Families Pro-
gram. 

This trailblazing child welfare legislation 
stops short of providing important short- 
term financial assistance to relatives, as in-
cluded in previous proposals. Relative care-
givers are often retired, living on fixed in-
comes and unprepared to take on the expense 
of children who come into their care with no 
chance to plan in advance. Research shows 
that caregivers in grandfamilies are experi-
enced and savvy financial managers who 
forgo their own financial needs and dreams 
to care for children. They often simply lack 
the needed resources. Generations United 
looks forward to working with Members of 
Congress who are championing federal and 
state solutions to address these ongoing fi-
nancial challenges. 

STATE OF UTAH, 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, 

Salt Lake City, UT, June 13, 2016. 
Hon. ORRIN HATCH, 
U.S. Senator, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR HATCH: I write to express 
my support for the Family First Prevention 
Service Act of 2016. It is encouraging when 
Congress recognizes and reinforces the value 
of safe, strong, and thriving families. This 
state-federal partnership for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect requires our most con-
certed efforts at delivering real solutions. 

The act reinforces the positive outcomes of 
Utah’s experience with evidence-based pre-
vention. Since receiving a federal dem-
onstration waiver in 2014, we have been able 
to put into practice the very elements of in- 
home family support services, featured in 
the Family First Prevention Service Act. 

You know of my strong belief that states 
are the laboratories of democracy, and 
Utah’s child welfare work reflects this. 
Today, we have the experience to know that 
when children are brought to our child wel-
fare system, their complex circumstances 
often involve mental health needs, 
unaddressed substance use disorders, and a 
lack of positive parenting role models for the 
parents themselves. 

As Utah has responded with services that 
address these challenges, we see the positive 
outcomes of keeping children safe with their 
families. Every child wants a loving home, 
and the Family First Prevention Service Act 
will strengthen states’ ability to fulfill that 
expectation. 

Thank you for your commitment to our 
families and for your service to our country. 

Sincerely, 
GARY R. HERBERT, 

Governor. 

DEPARTMENT OF 
CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES, 

Baton Rouge, LA, June 14, 2016. 
Re Family First Prevention Service Act 2016 

Hon. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. MD, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN BOUSTANY: As Sec-
retary of the Louisiana Department of Chil-
dren and Family Services (DCFS), I would 
like to express my support for the Family 
First Prevention Service Act of 2016. This 
legislation is critical for the families of Lou-
isiana and our most vulnerable population of 
children at risk of abuse or neglect. Your 
support for this bill will assist DCFS in safe-
ly strengthening families by keeping chil-
dren out of foster care and reduce the costs 
of ineffective group home settings. The Fam-
ily First Prevention Service Act reinforces 
positive outcomes with evidence-based pre-
vention. 
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DCFS believes every child wants a loving 

home and the Family First Prevention Serv-
ice Act will assist DCFS’ ability to fulfill 
that expectation. Thank you for your com-
mitment to Louisiana’s families and your 
service to our country. 

Sincerely, 
MARKETA GARNER WALTERS, 

Secretary. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
CHILDREN’S BEHAVIORAL HEALTH, 

June 17, 2016. 
Hon. KEVIN BRADY, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. SANDY LEVIN, 
Ranking Member, Committee on Ways and 

Means, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN BRADY AND RANKING MEM-

BER LEVIN: On behalf of the National Asso-
ciation for Children’s Behavioral Health 
(NACBH), we would like to take this oppor-
tunity to offer our support for the Family 
First Prevention Services Act of 2016. We 
would like to thank you for your leadership 
in bringing about much needed reform to the 
very complex and dysfunctional system of 
care for some of our nation’s most vulner-
able children and families. As an organiza-
tion representing mental health and child 
welfare providers across the country, we un-
derstand the challenges faced by our child 
welfare systems. 

Specifically, we applaud the Act for ena-
bling federal IV–E and IV–B funds to be used, 
for the first time, to offer prevention-based 
services in hopes that fewer at-risk children 
will be removed from their families and in-
stead offered supportive services in their 
homes and communities. The Act’s focus on 
providing increased access to mental health 
services is a tremendous step forward in ad-
dressing the underlying issues that often 
lead families to enter the child welfare sys-
tem. 

Upon passage of this bill, we look forward 
to the opportunity to work with Congress 
and the Administration to address some of 
the additional complexities of the bill. The 
ambiguity regarding the payment structures 
involved in ensuring the necessary treat-
ment services specified in the bill require 
needed clarity. Our concerns specifically re-
late to the payment for the required assess-
ments and ensuing mental health and health 
care services determined to be needed for 
children and adolescents in qualified residen-
tial treatment programs (QRTP). 

We appreciate the time and attention to 
the issues addressed in this bill. We look for-
ward to working with you for continued im-
provement and system development. 

Sincerely, 
PATRICIA JOHNSTON, 

Executive Director. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL MICHELLE M. WILLIAMS 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize and pay tribute to Lieutenant 
Colonel Michelle M. Williams for her exem-
plary dedication to duty and service to the 
United States Army and to the United States 
of America. Lieutenant Colonel Williams has 
served for the last two years as a Congres-
sional Budget Liaison for the Secretary of the 
Army. 

A native of St. Louis, Missouri, Lieutenant 
Colonel Williams was commissioned from the 
ROTC program at the Florida Institute of 
Technology, where she received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration. While 
there, Michelle received her airborne wings. 
She was commissioned as a Finance Officer 
in 1999. As a junior officer, she deployed to 
Bosnia where she served as a cash control of-
ficer, responsible for the distribution of over $1 
million in cash, cash documents and equip-
ment to Multinational Division-North in support 
of Operation Joint Forge. She also served as 
a Finance Detachment Commander in Iraq, 
where she led her troops through hundreds of 
missions across Baghdad and through the 
risky Sunni-Triangle area of operations. Her 
unit disbursed over $1 billion dollars. Michelle 
also served in several other organizations, as 
a resource manager in the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff J8, and as a budget officer in the Pen-
tagon before being promoted to Major. 

As a Field-Grade Officer, Michelle served as 
a Deputy Comptroller for United States South-
ern Command where she established herself 
as the lead and technical expert when deploy-
ing the Army’s new Financial Management 
system, GFEBS at SOUTHCOM. She de-
ployed again as the Budget Officer for United 
States Army Central Command in Arifjan, Ku-
wait where she was responsible for obligations 
exceeding $1 billion and eliminated inefficient 
processes while improving audit readiness and 
preventing duplicate payments. 

In 2014, Michelle returned to the Pentagon 
as an Army Budget Liaison, where she was of 
great assistance to many Members of Con-
gress and their staffs. Lieutenant Colonel Wil-
liams facilitated many briefings from Army offi-
cials here on Capitol Hill. In addition, Michelle 
managed a portfolio that included the Army’s 
Operations and Maintenance account, the 
Working Capital Fund, and activity at the De-
pots that support the Army, a significant por-
tion of Alabama’s contribution to our Nation’s 
defense. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful nation, 
I ask you and my colleagues to join me in 
commending Lieutenant Colonel Williams for 
her service to our great Nation. Michelle’s 
leadership throughout her career has posi-
tively impacted her soldiers, peers, and superi-
ors. We wish Michelle and her husband Jeff 
Pashai all the best as they continue to serve 
the nation in her next assignment as the Divi-
sion G8 at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MAGGIE SMITH, 
ILLINOIS CHAMPION OF THE 
HEALTHY LUNCHTIME CHAL-
LENGE 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Maggie Smith, the Illinois Cham-
pion of First Lady Michelle Obama’s Healthy 
Lunchtime Challenge. The First Lady invited 
children from across the nation to submit their 
original ideas for healthy, affordable recipes, 
and selected one winner from every state to 
visit the White House for the Kid’s State Din-
ner. 

Maggie, an 11 year old from Peoria, Illinois, 
became interested in cooking when she was 

just 9 years old. Since then, she’s been cook-
ing her family dinner once a week, inspired by 
her parent’s emphasis on the need for healthy 
eating. After spending a lot of time crafting 
and perfecting her dish, Maggie’s winning rec-
ipe is ‘‘West Wing Chicken with Secret Service 
Noodles.’’ The dish features breaded chicken 
with homemade marinara sauce, served with 
zucchini and squash noodles. 

I am so proud of Maggie for her hard work 
and dedication to promoting healthy eating, 
and I wish her success in her future culinary 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF OSCAR 
ARACENA-MONTERO 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Oscar Aracena-Montero who 
was a resident of my district and lived in Kis-
simmee, Florida. Oscar’s life was cut short in 
the early hours of June 12, 2016, during the 
tragic shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando. 

Oscar was a business management student 
and worked as an assistant restaurant man-
ager. He moved from the Dominican Republic 
with his father as a child and grew up in Cen-
tral Florida. His friends describe him as a 
sweet guy who was the type of person who 
gets along with anybody. They remember him 
as a charismatic person who always looked on 
the bright side of things. 

Oscar was excited about the prospects of a 
career after completing his college degree. He 
and his partner, Simon Fernandez, purchased 
a home last year where they lived together 
with their three lovely Chihuahuas. They en-
joyed traveling together, dancing, riding their 
bikes and going water skiing. 

Oscar and Simon had been vacationing in 
Canada and New York the week before the 
tragedy. Friends enjoyed seeing their photos 
posted online from their stop in Niagra Falls. 
The couple had just returned to Orlando ear-
lier in the day before heading out with friends 
to Latin Night at the Pulse club on the night 
of the attack. 

The two died alongside one another at the 
club. Oscar was 26 years old. 

Oscar Aracena-Montero will never be forgot-
ten in our pursuit of a more just and loving 
world. His memory and acts of kindness will 
live forever in the hearts and minds of those 
who knew him. 

May his family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may he rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

COMMENDING NOEL ‘‘CHRISTY’’ 
NOLTA FOR HER SERVICE TO 
OUR COUNTRY 

HON. GWEN GRAHAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Noel ‘‘Christy’’ Nolta on the oc-
casion of her recent selection as Deputy Di-
rector of Staff for the Chief of Staff of the Air 
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Force. Ms. Nolta has excelled in both civilian 
service and as a colonel in the Air Force Re-
serve. Most recently, Ms. Nolta served as 
Deputy Director of Legislative Liaison for the 
Office of the Secretary of the Air Force. She 
also excelled in her reserve duty as Mobiliza-
tion Assistant to the Chief of Public Affairs for 
the Secretary of the Air Force. 

Ms. Nolta has given much to this Nation 
through her dedicated and selfless service. 
After graduation from her dream school—Vir-
ginia Tech—she answered the calling to join 
the Air Force and departed for Hahn Air Base 
in Germany. She started her career as an ad-
jutant in a fighter squadron, was quickly recog-
nized for her talent, and selected to serve as 
the 50th Tactical Wing Executive Officer. Her 
dedication and skills landed her in the 513th 
Airborne Command and Control Wing at Royal 
Air Force Mildenhall, England as a Command 
Post Controller and then Tactical Deception 
Plans Officer. 

Identified as an excellent officer, Christy 
was handpicked to train new accessions as an 
instructor at the Officer Training School at 
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. It was during 
this assignment that Christy decided to con-
tinue to serve her country by transitioning into 
the Air Force Reserve. Her husband, Mike, 
was serving on active duty and Christy accom-
panied him on his assignments, continuing to 
balance motherhood, home, civilian, and re-
serve careers. After completing a five year ex-
tended active duty tour working for the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, she decided to serve 
as an Air Force civilian as well as in the Air 
Force Reserve. She moved up the ranks with-
in the Air Force Office of Communication, then 
later in Public Affairs. 

In 2014, her incredible communications 
skills were put to good use when Christy be-
came the Deputy Director in the Legislative Li-
aison Office and we all got to benefit from her 
hard work. Happily, on the military side, she 
kept one foot in the Public Affairs Office as a 
colonel serving as the mobilization assistant to 
the director. That combination served her bril-
liantly. 

As Deputy Director of Legislative Liaison for 
the Office of the Secretary of the Air Force, 
Christy supported Air Force leadership by en-
gaging Congress on programs and weapon 
systems authorizations, constituent inquiries, 
and other congressional interests. Among 
some of her more notable accomplishments 
during her tenure as Deputy Director, Christy 
prepared the Air Force team for confirmation 
hearing for the Air Force Under Secretary and 
currently is working the confirmation hearing 
for the proposed next Chief of Staff of the Air 
Force. She also supported more than 1,000 
Air Force senior leader visits to the Hill as well 
as over 400 wing commander Hill visits, more 
than 253 congressional delegation and con-
gressional staff trips, over 200 congressional 
hearings, answering 7,474 constituent inquir-
ies, and countless other Air Force Hill engage-
ments. 

Not only is Christy admired and respected 
within the Air Force, she is a role model to 
young women of all ages. Recently the Girl 
Scouts honored her with these sentiments, 
‘‘For caring, guiding, and helping Girls Scouts 
through the years and for being a good role 
model for girls around the world—May 2015.’’ 

Christy’s family service runs deep. Her fa-
ther was career Army, her husband is retired 
Air Force, and two of their three children have 

graduated from the United States Air Force 
Academy. Their third child became a Hokie 
like her mother and father, graduating from 
Virginia Tech. 

In July, Colonel Nolta will retire from the Air 
Force Reserve with 30 years of faithful service 
in uniform. She will continue serving the Air 
Force in her civilian capacity. Today, I would 
like to wish Ms. Noel ‘‘Christy’’ Nolta good luck 
and Godspeed in her next assignment as the 
Deputy Director of Staff for the Chief of Staff 
of the Air Force. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Congress and 
the United States of America, I thank Christy 
and her family for their unwavering service to 
the nation, and look forward to their continued 
success. 

f 

FAA EXTENSION, SAFETY, AND 
SECURITY ACT OF 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2016 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, five years ago 
we were in a similar situation with an FAA au-
thorization coming to an end in the middle of 
the summer. That time we failed to act, caus-
ing the shutdown of the FAA. So while I wish 
we were doing more than this extension bill 
today, I am happy that we are not going to let 
a shutdown happen again. 

Considering that this is only a short-term ex-
tension, this bill contains a number of good 
policy changes. The enhanced consumer pro-
tection measures, improvements in aviation 
security, and protections for general aviation 
pilots that are included are all the result of bi-
partisan cooperation. Third class medical re-
form is a long overdue victory for pilots. It is 
commonsense policy that will protect pilots’ 
rights and promote the general aviation indus-
try. 

I have worked over the past year to ensure 
airline passengers are treated with fairness 
and respect. Simply put, if you pay for a serv-
ice, you should get that service promptly or 
get your money back. During consideration of 
the House’s FAA bill, I was a strong advocate 
for requiring that fees be refunded for bag-
gage that was lost and delayed. While this bill 
does not go as far as I would have liked, it 
does require that passengers who don’t get 
their luggage on time get their fee returned. 

In addition, this bill works to minimize trav-
elers’ frustrations while simultaneously en-
hancing aviation security by expanding access 
to TSA PreCheck and optimizing the TSA 
workforce to improve long lines at security 
checkpoints. The bill will also make air travel 
more accessible for persons with disabilities, 
and will create a set of accessibility best prac-
tices for air carriers. 

My main disappointment in this extension 
comes from the fact that a number of impor-
tant, bipartisan priorities were not included 
even though they had been worked out in the 
bill that came through our committee earlier 
this year. Since work began to reauthorize the 
2012 FAA bill, I have worked continuously to 
reform the aircraft certification process and 
was the lead Democratic cosponsor of the 
Small Airplane Revitalization Act in 2013. 
Streamlining the certification process will ac-

celerate getting products to market, ultimately 
strengthening job growth and stimulating eco-
nomic activity. Aviation is an increasingly glob-
al marketplace. To compete in this arena, do-
mestic manufacturers must certify their prod-
uct with the FAA which often takes longer than 
is necessary. Then they have to work to facili-
tate acceptance of the equipment by the buy-
er’s respective aviation authority. In recent 
years, American manufacturers have encoun-
tered significant delays during this process. 
These delays have serious economic con-
sequences for the small and medium sized 
businesses that make up the multi-billion-dol-
lar aviation supply chain. 

The certification titles in the House and Sen-
ate FAA reauthorization bills are the product of 
bipartisan work of the committees and out-
reach to stakeholders. They address the cur-
rent inefficiencies by driving certification and 
regulatory changes, requiring that the FAA be 
more closely involved in foreign markets, help-
ing to gain expedited acceptance and valida-
tion of U.S. products and safety standards, 
and ultimately better utilizing scarce resources 
at the FAA and within the industry to enhance 
productivity. They not only advance safety, but 
also benefit our economy. We must ensure 
that the high tech U.S. manufacturing industry, 
and the skilled workforce it employs, are able 
to compete in the face of growing global com-
petition. 

So I was frustrated to learn that these bipar-
tisan provisions, which directly translate to tan-
gible economic benefits across the entire in-
dustry, were not included in this extension. 
The aviation industry needs stability to con-
fidently allocate resources, make investments, 
and plan for the future. They rely on Congress 
to consistently provide that authority to the 
FAA. While I’m disappointed that these key 
priorities were not included, I hope that we 
can work quickly to find a way to pass the air-
craft certification provisions in the near term. 

Finally, there is a provision that was in-
cluded that I have concerns about. This bill 
expands the look-back period for background 
checks and the list of offenses that would dis-
qualify an individual from eligibility to work at 
an airport. We need to do all we can to in-
crease security at airports. But I am deeply 
concerned that this provision was added into 
the extension outside the jurisdiction of the 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
seemingly at the last minute and without ex-
planation or consultation with House Mem-
bers. 

Mr. Speaker, on the whole, this is a good 
bill. But much remains to be done. I hope that 
in the coming months we can continue work-
ing to pass a comprehensive long term FAA 
reauthorization to maintain America’s leader-
ship in the global aviation industry. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STAFF SERGEANT 
EDWARD ANDERSON 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today to honor Staff Sergeant Edward Ander-
son, an Army veteran of World War II who 
survived four months as a prisoner of war. 

Staff Sergeant Anderson entered his service 
in the Army and served in the 28th Division of 
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Pennsylvania. After six weeks of basic train-
ing, he was shipped overseas on the North At-
lantic Convoy. On December 18, 1944, Staff 
Sergeant Anderson was captured as a pris-
oner of war by German forces in Krinklet. Dur-
ing his time as a POW, he endured a forced 
march of over 105 miles in freezing conditions 
with little to no rest or food while being moved 
to different camps. 

During his confinement at Stalag VIIA, he 
was exposed to harsh weather conditions and 
nutritional deficiencies. Staff Sergeant Ander-
son was finally freed in April 1945. When 
asked why many of the POWs of the camp 
survived, he explained, ‘‘we were all young, 
mentally tough, and in relatively good shape. 
We had a lot to live for.’’ 

After his service in the Army, Staff Sergeant 
Anderson returned to his home in Wisconsin. 
Family life was and still is very important to 
him. He spent time regularly attending church 
with his wife and two children, going to stock 
car races, and enjoyed time gardening, fish-
ing, and hunting. 

On behalf of the residents of Wisconsin’s 
7th Congressional District, I would like to 
thank Staff Sergeant Anderson for his time 
serving our nation during World War II and for 
the resilience he showed during the most 
dreadful times. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SARANAC LAKE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the 125th Anniversary of 
the Saranac Lake Fire Department in Franklin 
County, New York. The Saranac Lake Fire 
Department prides itself on saving the lives 
and property of those who it has served since 
1891. 

Before 1891, two competing hose compa-
nies fought the fires of Saranac Lake sepa-
rately. However, realizing that the community 
would benefit more from joining forces, the 
Woodruff and Miller Hose Companies com-
bined to form the Woodruff-Miller Hose Com-
pany and formally establish the Saranac Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

Since that day, the Department has worked 
together with the community to combat fires in 
both Franklin and Essex counties. This in-
cludes community outreach events to raise 
awareness for fire safety, a dive rescue and 
recovery team for lake accidents, and the ac-
tual volunteer fire fighters who form the base 
of the department. Their mascot, Smokey the 
Dalmatian, has served as the symbol for all 
that the company does for their Adirondack 
community. 

Congratulations to the Saranac Lake Fire 
Department on the 125th anniversary of your 
formation. I want to wish the department and 
the Village of Saranac Lake continued safety 
and success in the future. 

100TH BIRTHDAY OF MARY 
SANSONE 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th Birthday of Brooklyn’s 
Mary Sansone. 

Mary was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY, 
where she became a prominent activist from a 
young age. Taking part in movements since 
she was eight years old, advocacy became 
second nature. Following World War II, she 
helped the Red Cross provide aid to Italians. 
In 1964, along with her husband, Mrs. 
Sansone founded the Congress for Italian- 
American Organizations (CIAO). 

In the 1970s, Mrs. Sansone helped forge al-
liances between the African-American, His-
panic and Italian communities via the New 
York Urban Coalition. Mrs. Sansone hosted 
community leaders at her home serving up her 
famous meatballs and hoping to find common 
ground. 

At the age of 100, Mary Sansone is still in-
volved in causes that are close to her heart. 
Her birthday was recently celebrated at Dyker 
Beach Golf Course in Brooklyn with hundreds 
of friends and admirers coming to celebrate. 
Mrs. Sansone currently resides in Borough 
Park, Brooklyn, living in the same home for 
the past 70 years. She is a true lifelong 
Brooklynite. 

Mr. Speaker, Mary Sansone’s decades of 
activism and advocacy truly show what Amer-
ica is about, regardless of one’s political affili-
ation. I commend her outstanding life and I am 
proud to honor this citizen from New York’s 
11th District on her 100th birthday. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUAN 
RIVERA VELAZQUEZ 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Juan Rivera Velazquez of Kis-
simmee, Florida. Juan was a resident of my 
district. His life was cut short in the early 
morning hours of June 12, 2016, during the 
tragic shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando. 

Juan died at the club alongside his life part-
ner of 16 years, Luis Daniel Conde. The two 
grew up in the same small town in Puerto 
Rico, and even attended the same school, 
Jose Campeche High School in San Lorenzo, 
Puerto Rico. 

Juan Rivera Velazquez was 37 years old. 
Juan and Luis were co-owners of Alta 

Peluqueria D’Magazine Salon & Spa in Kis-
simmee where they enjoyed a loyal client 
base and frequently offered their services to 
victims of domestic abuse, free of charge. The 
pair were known to friends as exceptional peo-
ple and a loving couple. While Juan is remem-
bered as the shy, quieter half, driven and fo-
cused on the work, Luis was more the joke-
ster, who was always making people laugh. 
They valued their clients as friends with their 
encouraging words, always reminding them 
that they look ‘beautiful’ and ‘amazing’ before 
leaving the salon. 

Juan Rivera Velazquez will never be forgot-
ten in our pursuit of a more just and loving 
world. His memory and acts of kindness will 
live forever in the hearts and minds of those 
who knew him. 

May his family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may he rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
JAMES ‘‘JJ’’ JACKSON 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to recognize Lieutenant Gen-
eral James ‘‘JJ’’ Jackson today in honor of his 
retirement as Chief of the Air Force Reserve 
and Commander of the Air Force Reserve 
Command and thank him for his many years 
of dedicated service to our country. 

A 1978 graduate of the United States Air 
Force Academy, Lt Gen Jackson completed 
fourteen years of active duty, flying tours in 
Europe and the Pacific before joining the Air 
Force Reserve in 1992. During his years of 
service, Lt Gen Jackson held numerous wing 
leadership and command positions as well as 
staff assignments at the Eighth Air Force and 
Headquarters U.S. Strategic Command, Head-
quarters Pacific Air Forces, Headquarters U.S. 
Pacific Command, and Headquarters U.S. Air 
Force. Lt Gen Jackson also earned major 
decorations and awards including the Distin-
guished Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, 
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster, Meri-
torious Service Medal with three oak leaf clus-
ters, Aerial Achievement Medal with oak leaf 
cluster, and the Air Force Commendation 
Medal with two oak leaf clusters. As a career 
instructor pilot and evaluator, Lt Gen Jackson 
was a command pilot, logging more than 
3,600 hours in the F–4 Phantom II, F–16 
Fighting Falcon, and KC–135R Stratotanker. 

Through his years of service and leadership, 
Lt Gen Jackson demonstrated his unwavering 
loyalty and dedication to our country and com-
mitment to protecting our freedom. On behalf 
of the House Armed Services Committee and 
the people of Georgia’s Eighth Congressional 
District, I would like to thank Lt Gen Jackson 
for his service and wish him the best in his re-
tirement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DONALD R. 
SMART 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Donald R. Smart of Haywood Coun-
ty, North Carolina. On behalf of the people of 
Western North Carolina, I would like to thank 
Mr. Smart for his service to the farmers in 
Haywood County and congratulate him on his 
induction into the Western North Carolina Agri-
culture Hall of Fame. 

A lifelong resident of Haywood County and 
fifth-generation farmer, Mr. Smart was an 
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honor student in high school and president of 
the Tuscola FFA chapter. He graduated cum 
laude from North Carolina State University and 
participated in the Philip Morris Leadership 
Program at the University of Kentucky. Start-
ing his farm in 1974 with one acre each of 
burley tobacco and trellised tomatoes, Mr. 
Smart and his brother have since expanded 
the farm to encompass 1,500 acres of corn, 
soybeans, vegetables, tobacco, hay, and cat-
tle. 

While building his own successful business, 
Mr. Smart served as President of the Hay-
wood County Farm Bureau Federation, as a 
State Executive Board Member of the N.C. 
Farm Bureau Federation, as Chairman of the 
N.C. Farm Bureau Burley Tobacco Committee, 
as Chairman of the Haywood County Farm-
land Preservation Organization, as a Board 
Member of the N.C. Tobacco Growers Asso-
ciation, and as an advocate for farmers at our 
state and national capitals. In the mid-2000s, 
Mr. Smart’s leadership stopped the sale of the 
Mountain Research Station and secured addi-
tional acreage for this hub of agricultural re-
search. He helped Haywood County establish 
a fairground and served on its board and vol-
unteer advisory council. He has been recog-
nized as a Philip Morris Outstanding Burley 
Tobacco Grower, a N.C. Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services Farmer of the 
Year, a Haywood County Outstanding Farmer, 
a N.C. Tomato Growers Association Out-
standing Producer, and has received an FFA 
Appreciation Award for working to keep agri-
culture in high school curricula. 

Donald R. Smart has been an invaluable 
proponent of the agriculture industry in Hay-
wood County and across our state. Mr. Smart 
deserves the highest recognition and I am 
honored to express the sincere congratula-
tions and best wishes of the people of North 
Carolina on his induction into the Western 
North Carolina Agriculture Hall of Fame. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OUR NATION’S COM-
MUNITY CORRECTIONS PROFES-
SIONALS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the nation’s community corrections 
professionals and the vital role they play in en-
hancing public safety throughout the United 
States. In honor of the invaluable contributions 
of these dedicated public servants, the Amer-
ican Probation and Parole Association (APPA) 
and its associated members have designated 
the week of July 17–23 Pretrial, Probation and 
Parole Supervision Week 2016. I thank the 
thousands of men and women who perform 
these important public safety duties, and urge 
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives to join me in support of the APPA’s 
week-long recognition efforts this year. 

Here in my congressional district, the na-
tion’s capital, thousands of women and men 
serve as pretrial, probation and parole officers 

or administrators. As public servants, these 
constituents, along with many other Ameri-
cans, commit themselves on a daily basis to 
helping improve the lives of those involved in 
the criminal justice system. Mr. Speaker, the 
work of these professionals ultimately results 
in stronger and safer communities for all. 

Community corrections professionals are re-
sponsible for the supervision of adult and juve-
nile offenders in communities throughout our 
nation. These trained professionals go above 
and beyond the call of duty by connecting 
their clients to supportive services, community 
based resources, employment opportunities, 
housing programs and other evidence based 
practices that help individuals successfully 
complete supervision and reenter society. 
Community corrections professionals strive to 
provide these services and support, while si-
multaneously providing client surveillance, 
crime prevention and restorative justice. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in acknowledging the impact 
community corrections professionals have on 
the quality of life of so many Americans, and 
recognizing July 17–23 as Pretrial, Probation 
and Parole Supervision Week 2016. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes on Monday, July 11, 2016. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call 
votes 401 and 402 and ‘‘nay’’ on roll call vote 
403. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, on 
the day of April 11th, I am wrongly recorded 
on H.R. 5606, the Anti-terrorism Information 
Sharing Is Strength Act. I intended to oppose 
this legislation. 

f 

FINDING MEANING IN THE 
DALLAS TRAGEDY 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, one week 
ago today in the Dallas Central Business Dis-
trict, a lone gunman, motivated by anger and 
rage, terrorized a peaceful assembly of my fel-
low Texans protesting injustice by unleashing 
a hail of bullets from an automatic rifle that 

took the lives of five officers of the Dallas Po-
lice Department and Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
and wounded twelve others. Today I joined my 
fellow Texans and others at the memorial in 
Dallas. 

Earlier today, a memorial in honor of the 
fallen was held at Dallas’ Meyerson Symphony 
Center, attended by several hundreds, includ-
ing the President of the United States and the 
First Lady; Vice-President Biden and Dr. Jill 
Biden; former President George W. Bush and 
Mrs. Laura Bush; members of the Texas con-
gressional delegation, representatives of law 
enforcement agencies from across the nation. 

President Obama reminded us that in the 
aftermath of one of the most tumultuous 
weeks in memory that the nation is not as di-
vided as it seems and urged the nation to find 
meaning in the midst of sorrow by working to-
gether so that we can ‘‘preserve those institu-
tions of family and community, rights and re-
sponsibilities, law and self-government that is 
the hallmark of this nation.’’ 

I especially appreciate the remarks of 
former President George W. Bush who re-
minded us that ‘‘to renew our unity, we only 
need to remember our values’’ and that we 
‘‘are bound by things of the spirit, by shared 
commitments to common ideals, and that we 
are at our best when we practice empathy, 
which is the strongest ‘‘bridge across our na-
tion’s deepest divisions.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there is much wisdom in Presi-
dent Bush’s admonition that we avoid judging 
other groups by their worst examples, while 
judging ourselves by our best intentions. 

We are one country with a common future 
and a single destiny, and, deep down, we 
know that President Obama was right when 
he said that we all must aspire and strive for 
an open heart, where we ‘‘worry less about 
which side has been wronged, and worry 
more about joining sides to do right.’’ 

Due to an injury sustained the week before, 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott was not able to 
attend the moving tribute to the fallen Dallas 
officers so I want to extend to him my best 
wishes for a complete and speedy recovery 
and to commend and associate myself with 
the following statements from his Open Letter 
to the People of Texas: 

‘‘Though anguish and sorrow may darken 
the days ahead, we will not be overcome by 
evil—we will overcome evil with good. Texas 
is an exceptional state with exceptional peo-
ple. We’ve faced tough challenges in the past, 
but we have come together to overcome 
those challenges. In the coming days, there 
will be those who foment distrust and fan 
the flames of dissension. 

‘‘To come together—that would be the 
greatest rebuke to those who seek to tear us 
apart.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, what is called for in sorrowful 
times likes this is unity and healing and the 
faith that a righteous cause can only be ad-
vanced by righteous words and actions. 

Let us remember and honor the fallen and 
wounded in Dallas by rededicating ourselves 
to the spirit of empathy and love and respect 
for human dignity that has made and will keep 
our country the wonder of the world. 
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