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bring personal remembrance to his adopted
home in Carmel, NY. Jimmy and his band of
brothers in Carmel erected a memorial to the
members of Putnam County who lost their
lives that day. Each year since, he has coordi-
nated the memorial remembrance faithfully at-
tended each year by so many. He renamed
the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 704 to the
Stephen P. Driscoll Memorial Lodge. And al-
though Jimmy left the Bronx, his heart never
did. He was a founding member of the New
York Shields, an organization that coined the
motto, “Cops for Cops.” Every year at the Ma-
rina del Ray in The Bronx a service was held
to remember those who gave their lives in
service to the community. He was passionate
that their names would be remembered and
their memories protected and respected.

Of course for all of his accomplishments,
Jimmy’s greatest legacy is his family. He is
survived by his wife, Kathy, his son, James
Jr., two brothers, four sisters, and seven
nieces and nephews.

Jimmy O’Neill was an icon in every commu-
nity he was ever involved with. His empathy,
compassion, and selflessness will forever
stand as a shining example of what it means
to be a member of one’s community. | want to
offer my deepest condolences to his entire
family, and say that although we have lost a
great man, his memory and the incredible
work he did in life will surely stand the test of
time and live forever.

————

HONORING MILLS GROVE CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF
CHRIST)

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Mills Grove Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) located in Oakland, California upon its
41st Anniversary as a strong religious pillar in
the East Bay community.

Mills Grove Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ ) is a product of a merger between two
Bay Area Disciples of Christ Congregations:
Mills Terrace Christian Church in Oakland, a
predominantly Angelo-American congregation
and Grove Street Christian Church in Berke-
ley, whose membership was largely African-
American.

Mills Terrace Christian Church was formed
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. F.E. Wixon in
1926. The congregation soon outgrew the
home, and with 26 Sunday school students
and four teachers, the church moved into a
tent on MacArthur Boulevard. The tent was
later moved to Kingsland & Madera Streets
and with 34 members, the church was offi-
cially organized. In 1927, the church pur-
chased a building on Brann & Morcom Streets
for $8,000.00. In the 1940’s the building was
moved on rollers to the current location at
5410 Fleming Avenue.

Grove Street Christian Church, under the
leadership of Rev. Willie D. Elder and Mr. Nor-
man Harper, was started in 1947 to serve per-
sons of color and others who desired to wor-
ship in the Disciples of Christ denomination.
Initially, the group organized as Second Chris-
tian Church, which quickly gained momentum.
In September of 1949, the congregation in-
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vited Reverend Dr. Peter C. Washington,
former President of Jarvis Christian College in
Hawkins, Texas, to serve as their minister.
The church quickly grew to 103 active mem-
bers and the search began for a more perma-
nent church home. On May 2, 1954 the
church moved to a new location on Grove &
Parker Streets in Berkeley, thus renaming the
church, Grove Street Christian Church.

In 1970, Mills Terrace was becoming an
aging Congregation, with the median age of
the 22 members hovering at 60. After con-
versations about a creative solution to this di-
lemma, Mills Terrace reached out to its sister
congregation, Grove Street Christian Church,
to being discussions of merging. Ultimately,
the DOC congregations became one within
the Body of Christ and on Pentecost Sunday,
May 18, 1975, the merger was completed as
the new name, Mills Grove Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Since 2007, the church
has been pastored by its committed, brilliant
and spirit filled pastor, Rev. Clarence Johnson,
who leads with humility and love.

Mills Grove Christian Church continues to
serve the community today with four major
ministry goals: Evangelism & Outreach, Youth
Emphasis, Stewardship & Finance, and Wor-
ship & Praise. The congregation worships
under the motto “Live Rejoicing . . . Every-
day!” based on Psalm 118:24; St. John
10:10b; and, Philippians 4:4.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, | extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to Mills Grove Christian
Church (DOC) on the special occasion of its
41st anniversary. | wish Mills Grove Christian
Church many more years of faithful, compas-
sionate, and visionary service.

IN MEMORIAM OF HAROLD STAHL,
JULY 23, 1938-MARCH 8, 2016

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember Mr. Harold Stahl (Hal) who passed
away at the age of 78 on March 8, 2016 in
Phoenix, AZ. Born in the Bronx, Hal was the
son of Russian immigrants Fannie Weisberg
and Benjamin Stahl. After the loss of his sister
Selma when Hal was only two years old, his
mother doted on her little “Boo Boo”. He lost
his parents while he was still very young, so
his older siblings Joseph, Gertrude and
Marilyn (Mickey) became like parents to him
and he grew very close to his nieces and
nephews Barbara, Bill, Neil, Eileen, Robin and
Shoshana.

After earning his undergraduate degree in
Physics from Columbia, he went on to earn a
Master’'s in Physics at Brooklyn Polytechnic.
He attributed the teaching assistant job he got
there to a recommendation letter that was sent
on his behalf by Nobel Prize winner, Polycarp
Kusch. While wolking on the PhD that he was
unable to complete due to equipment failure,
he met his future wife Toby Schleifer who was
a Chemist at NYU. They were introduced in
the young adult group at Brooklyn Heights
Synagogue in May of 1965 and were married
in December of that year.

Together they started their family in Flush-
ing, Queens where they welcomed their son
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Barry and daughter Fran. After relocating to
Ridgefield, Connecticut they were joined by
their third child Carrie. Hal earned his MBA
from the University of New Haven before the
family relocated to Phoenix, Arizona to live
near Toby’s family.

While working as a software engineer on
the Apache helicopters, he earned his third
Master's degree in Aerospace Engineering in
the same year that Fran got her Bachelor's
and Canie graduated from high school. The
family grew to include a daughter-in-law, Pat-
tie, son-in-law, Lewis and four amazing
grandsons. Hal adored Jonas, Kai, Rei and Ari
and helped their parents foster their individual
personalities and interests. In their retirement
years, Hal and Toby were dedicated to their
grandsons and to volunteering for non-profit
organizations that supported healthcare, the
environment, protecting Arizona’s natural his-
tory and progressive politics. Hal was a proud
lifelong Democrat. He was a Precinct Com-
mitteeman as well as a member of the Arizona
state Democratic committee and a proud vol-
unteer for Democracy for America Maricopa
County.

Most importantly, the best way to honor Hal
and what he would have requested is that you
make sure that you and everyone you know
gets out to vote.

—

HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MARTHA AND MARY

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Martha & Mary, a not-for-profit organiza-
tion that has provided quality and compas-
sionate care for children, seniors, and families
in the western Puget Sound region of Wash-
ington state since 1891.

From its inception, Martha & Mary has been
a champion for our region’s most vulnerable.
What started as a small home for orphaned
youth has blossomed into a regional organiza-
tion that provides services for more than 1,000
children at ten different sites throughout the
Kitsap peninsula.

Martha & Mary’s nationally recognized pro-
grams emphasize a commitment to “bridging
generations and emiching lives” by encour-
aging children to spend time with senior care
residents through singing songs, sharing
meals, and completing projects. As a testa-
ment to the success of this innovative ap-
proach, in 2015, Martha & Mary received the
prestigious Quality of Excellence rating from
Washington state’s premier child care rating
system.

Martha & Mary continues to serve our re-
gion by growing to meet the evolving needs of
our community. Each year, Martha & Mary
provides nearly $2.1 million in underfunded
care and has expanded services to include
long term care, rehabilitation facilities, assisted
living, home care, and geriatric care manage-
ment.

Martha & Mary is an example of an organi-
zation that, from its core, strives to create
meaningful experiences for children, adults,
and the elderly to grow in understanding and
appreciation of the gifts that both young and
old have to offer. For 125 years, their quality
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and compassionate care has provided a crit-
ical safety net and has helped to strengthen
the fabric of our community.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud Martha & Mary’s
commitment to proving safe places to grow
and learn and the opportunities they provide to
live with dignity and honor. Our community is
stronger thanks to Martha & Mary’s leadership
and | am honored to recognize them today in
the United States Congress.

HONORING THE OAKLAND
WOMEN’S ROWING CLUB

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the oldest recreational club in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, the Oakland Women’s Rowing Club,
upon its 100th Anniversary as an outstanding
athletic and recreational club in the East Bay
Community.

Oakland Women’s Rowing Club, the mem-
bers of which are known as the “Ladies of the
Lake,” was founded on February 2, 1916
when volleyball players from Bushrod Recre-
ation Center, Lockwood School, and
Mosswood School sought a greater athletic
challenge. Five boats were donated to the
Club by the United States Navy. All of these
boats, and those since acquired, have been
deeded to the City of Oakland, so they may
be enjoyed by the public.

From the beginning, the “Ladies of the
Lake” have been rowing on Lake Merritt in
Oakland, the first designated Wildlife Refuge
in the United States. The members row week-
ly on Wednesday mornings all year round, no
matter the weather. They come from many re-
gions of the United States and from across the
world. There are many active members, rang-
ing in age from their fifties to their nineties.
The women come from a variety of back-
grounds and work an array of professions.
The “Ladies of the Lake” value their time on
the lake, and many locals wave at the women
rowing in their old fashioned white and blue
uniforms, with orange coats in the winter.

Throughout the Oakland Women’s Rowing
Club’s tenure as the longest scheduled activity
on Lake Merritt and the oldest women’s row-
ing club in the nation, the “Ladies of the Lake”
have participated in civic activities for the City
of Oakland, often representing the city in film
appearances, photographs, parades, and
press features. The Club also acts as a good-
will ambassador for the City of Oakland.

Since 1916, the Club has held many suc-
cessful fundraisers to purchase or commission
more fiberglass whale boats, all of which are
available for public use in Oakland. Beyond
obtaining and caring for their boats, the
women work hard to maintain the Club and
add to Lake Merritt's unique ambience. For in-
stance, the club was the first to donate toward
the original lamps in the Necklace of Lights
that encircles Lake Merritt, and has supported
Lake Merritt beautification projects ever since.

The Oakland Women’s Rowing Club meets
monthly for luncheons with all of the members
and benefactors. The waitlist for membership
is always long. This organization has certainly
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inspired commitment and athleticism in its
members.
On behalf of the residents of California’s

13th Congressional District, | extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to Oakland Women’s
Rowing Club on the special occasion of its
100th Anniversary. | wish Oakland Women'’s
Rowing Club many more years of success.

HONOLRING NORMAN BRODY,
CANTOR OF TEMPLE BETH EL

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 25, 2016

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Norman Brody, who is the Cantor of
Temple Beth El in West Palm Beach, Florida.
He has served this congregation since 1986
and is one of Palm Beach County’s most fa-
mous and popular cantors. Cantor Brody was
educated at the B'Nai Zion and College of
Jewish Studies in Chicago, lllinois. He later at-
tended the University of Michigan, where he
received both his Bachelor's and Master’'s de-
grees.

Cantor Brody sang with the Chicago Lyric
Opera and the New York Opera Company, ap-
pearing with another famous tenor, Placido
Domingo. He was also the featured soloist
and musical arranger for the Winged Victory
Singers and, from 1965 to 1980, he appeared
in top hotels and on concert stages, as well as
on radio and television.

Before coming to Temple Beth El, he was
the cantor at Temple Emanuel in Andover,
Massachusetts, Temple Emeth in Brookline,
Massachusetts and at Beth Israel Mikra
Kodesh in Baltimore, Maryland. Besides hav-
ing an award winning voice, Norman Brody
has received the City of Peace Award and the
Community Achievement Award from Amer-
ican ORT.

His annual concert is a highlight of every
year, regularly drawing huge crowds to hear
“the man with the golden voice” perform reli-
gious music, show tunes and popular stand-
ards. An accomplished pianist, he accom-
panies himself at Sabbath services to the de-
light of congregants, who have remarked that
it's always a special occasion when they hear
him sing.

Cantor Brody also devotes time to con-
ducting Temple Beth EI's Youth and Adult
Choirs and is a dedicated and committed
member of our community. He is active in
many organizations, including B'Nai B’rith, the
Palm Beach County Clergy Cantor's Associa-
tion and Ambassadors Society of Trustees of
Israel Bonds.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to honor this fine

man, who is not only a tremendous treasure
for Temple Beth El, but an enormous credit to
his community and our nation.

HONORING MR. ROBERT L. HARRIS
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary life and work of Robert L.
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Harris, on the occasion of his induction into
the California Association of Black Lawyers’
Hall of Fame. Mr. Harris’s contribution to Pa-
cific Gas and Electric (PG&E) and to the body
of law is testament to his service and dedica-
tion.

A proud Oakland native, Mr. Harris grad-
uated from Merritt College in 1963, and later
pursued his law degree from the Boalt School
of Law at the University of California, Berke-
ley. Mr. Harris was admitted to the California
State Bar on December 13, 1973, and com-
pleted numerous education advancement pro-
grams throughout the remainder of his career,
including the Advanced Management Program
at the Harvard School of Business, and the
Management Development Program at Duke
University’s School of Business.

Mr. Harris began his career with PG&E in
1989, managing one of the major operating di-
visions in the East Bay Region. As the first
lawyer appointed to such a position, Mr. Harris
proved his excellent leadership and refined
acumen for business as he faced the after-
math of the Loma Prieta Earthquake in 1989.
Shortly afterwards, the Oakland Hills Firestorm
tested PG&E’s ability to react, and under Mr.
Harris’s leadership, they were able to restore
service in record time to Bay Area homes,
earning PG&E numerous accolades for their
impeccable work.

Within law, Mr. Harris has distinguished
himself amongst his peers. He served in nu-
merous leadership positions within influential
organizations such as the American Associa-
tion of Blacks in Energy, the U.S. EPA’s Na-
tional Advisory Council on Environmental Jus-
tice, the National Energy Policy Commission,
and the California League of Conservation
Voters. He has timelessly shown his dedica-
tion to furthering societal advancement and
improving the lives of the Bay Area residents.

In addition to his contributions to law, Mr.
Harris has served the public interest over the
length of his career. The NAACP honored Mr.
Harris with the William Robert Ming Award,
the highest legal honor they bestow, for his
dedication to issues that plague the African-
American community. He currently chairs the
United Negro College Fund’s Bay Area Advi-
sor Board, helping to provide scholarship and
financial assistance to African-American stu-
dents in need, and has earned the Fredrick D.
Patterson Award for his commitment to the
mission of this organization.

Mr. Harris’s retirement from PG&E in 2007
left behind an outstanding company that
serves the interests of the Bay Area, providing
our constituents with access to affordable and
reliable energy services. PG&E has prospered
under the legacy of leadership that Mr. Harris
instilled, and these contributions to our com-
munity do not go unnoticed.

On a personal note, on behalf of the resi-
dents of California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict, Robert L. Harris, | salute you. | thank you
for your service to your nation and your com-
munity, and echo the praise you receive from
the California Black Lawyers’ Association
through your esteemed induction into the Hall
of Fame.
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