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of the IRS, mentioned by exactly no
one—zero constituents in my district—
over the 7-week recess. We have wasted
critical weeks during the summer re-
cess, and Republicans are now wasting
our first week back in session.

We have only 15 legislative days be-
fore we are scheduled to leave town
again. Let’s get to work and pass the
critical funding for Flint and Zika and
do something about gun violence.

HONORING THE CLEAR RIDGE
BASEBALL TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the Clear Ridge base-
ball team on winning the Senior Little
League World Series in Bangor, Maine,
on August 6. This is the first team from
Illinois to ever win this prestigious
international tournament during its 56-
year history.

The Clear Ridge Senior League
Championship team is made up of 16
extraordinary 15- and 16-year-old men
from the Garfield Ridge and Clearing
neighborhoods in Chicago, all of whom
attend area Catholic high schools.
Their journeys to becoming champions
began as tee-ball players when they
were very young. But this Senior
League team only came into existence
in May of this year. In a short amount
of time, they were able to come to-
gether to form an extraordinary team.

Clear Ridge showed dominance
throughout the summer by not losing a
single regular season game. In the
postseason, they continued this trend
by winning 19 straight games after a
single loss to neighboring Burbank Na-
tional in the first game of the district
playoffs.

The championship game pitted Clear
Ridge against Asia-Pacific champion,
Australia, whom they had already de-
feated once in the tourney, and who
were considered by some to be the
team to beat. But Clear Ridge turned
out to be that team, prevailing 7-2 to
capture the world title.

The following Saturday, I joined hun-
dreds of people at Hale Park to honor
players, coaches, and everyone who
contributed to the success of the team.
The title and the celebration were es-
pecially meaningful to me, having
played 8 years in Clear Ridge Little
League when I was growing up. This
team embodies the best of the close-
knit neighborhoods on the southwest
side of Chicago that I know so well.
These are the people who often seem to
be forgotten or overlooked in our coun-
try today. Many of these kids have par-
ents who are police or firefighters, and
all come from hardworking, middle
class families.
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When I read the names, you will hear
a diverse mix of Irish, Mexican, Polish,

and other Central European names.
The championship players are: Paolo
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Zavala, Mike Skoraczewski, Bobby
Palenik, Gary Donohue, Gage Olszak,
Noah Miller, Tom Doyle, Joe Trezek,
Tim Molloy, Dave Navarro, Mike Rios,
Jake Gerloski, Jake Duerr, Mel
Morario, Julian Lopez, and Zach Verta.

Of course, these kids could not do it
on their own. Team manager Mark
Robinson and coaches Ray Verta and
Will Trezek provided the strong leader-
ship and dedication that helped dem-
onstrate the importance of determina-
tion and the results that come from
hard work.

Clear Ridge is more than just this
one Senior League team. Multiple
teams of both boys and girls compete
in various leagues. Heading up all of
these leagues are President Adam
Rush, Vice President Ryan Aderman,
and Treasurer Jay Derby. Without the
work of these men and countless others
who prepare the fields, work the con-
cessions, and do all of the other thank-
less but necessary jobs, Clear Ridge
could not function.

Congratulations go to the parents of
all of the players. They not only raised
champion baseball players, but good,
respectable young men.

Mr. Speaker, when I met with the
team at the celebration, I told them
how proud they make me, and I encour-
aged them to keep up the good work.
Now I ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing this great achievement by
the Clear Ridge Senior League team
and in congratulating them on their
world championship. I wish each and
every player continued success.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 17
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HULTGREN) at noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We pray this day, O Lord, for peace
in our world, that freedom will flour-
ish, and righteousness will be done.

The attention of our Nation is drawn
toward an impending election, but
there is work yet to be done.

Send Your spirit upon the Members
of this people’s House, that they might
judiciously balance seemingly irrecon-
cilable interests. Help them to execute
their consciences and judgments with
clarity and purity of heart, so that all
might stand before You honestly and
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trust that You can bring forth right-
eous fruits from their labors.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done be for Your great-
er honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WOMACK) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WOMACK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

—————

CONFRONTING THE ZIKA THREAT
TO SOUTH FLORIDA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise for the third time this week since
the House reconvened to demand Fed-
eral funding to stop the Zika epidemic
that is impacting families throughout
our Nation, but especially in my area
of south Florida.

Reports have suggested that even
those individuals charged with pro-
tecting our communities—in this case,
a police officer from Miami Beach—are
not safe from Zika as they do their jobs
to patrol our neighborhoods.

Local businesses in the Miami neigh-
borhoods most impacted by Zika are
suffering, including those at the lovely
Wynwood Yard, a very popular outdoor
food and culture scene, where small
businesses are suffering from reduced
foot traffic.

Many public outdoor areas are being
closed to visitors, including the beau-
tiful Miami Beach Botanical Garden
after extensive testing found Zika-in-
fected mosquitos on the ground.

The Zika virus is costing residents
their peace of mind and access to their
public spaces and outdoor recreational
activities.

Mr. Speaker, we need more Federal
funding now to confront this threat.
When will Congress act? Every day
that we delay is a threat to our fami-
lies in south Florida.
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