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b 1904 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS, MINNETONKA 
SCHOOLS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
thrilled to recognize the Minnetonka 
School District for being named the 
number one school district in Min-
nesota by Niche, a Web site that ana-
lyzes education data across the coun-
try. The Minnetonka School District 
has received an overall A-plus grade 
based on their excellence in several 
areas, including academics, edu-
cational outcomes, teachers, and extra-
curricular opportunities. The school 
district received an A grade or higher 
in 9 out of 10 different categories con-
sidered in the analysis. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the teachers 
and the administrators of the 
Minnetonka schools for their commit-
ment to going above and beyond in 
educating students from preschool to 
graduation. By dedicating themselves 
to providing an enriching learning en-
vironment, these educators are equip-
ping students with all the necessary 
tools to not only excel in the classroom 
but also contribute to leadership on 
sports teams, clubs, and in our commu-
nity. 

We are proud to have such an exem-
plary school system in our own back-
yard. Congratulations to the teachers, 
the students, the administrators, and 
the parents of Minnetonka for this dis-
tinguished recognition. 

f 

FEDERAL FUNDING WILL COMBAT 
WHITE-NOSE SYNDROME 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I know that I join a large 
number of my colleagues here in the 
House in concern over the white-nose 
syndrome. It is a devastating fungus 
that has killed between 5.7 million and 
6.7 million bats across North America. 

Recently, I received news of grant 
funding from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to combat this disease and that 
Pennsylvania will receive more than 
$30,000. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Natural Resources, I have been ac-
tive in ensuring the effects of white- 
nose syndrome were appropriately ad-
dressed. I have participated in field 
hearings on the subject and toured 
habitats where bat populations have 
been devastated by this fungus. There 
is an ecological importance to sus-
taining the bat population as well as 
preventing the species from becoming 
endangered, which would cause great 
harm to resource production, agri-
culture, and construction across the 
Commonwealth and a large part of the 
country. 

A rule finalized in 2015, which listed 
the northern long-eared bat, cleared 
the way for new conservation practices 
to be put in place where necessary, 
helping make new conservation meas-
ures possible without broadly prohib-
iting common land-use activities. It is 
my hope that these measures will help 
us in the effort against white-nose syn-
drome. 

f 

UNDERWATER RESOURCE 
MAPPING 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss recent developments 
in the area of underwater resource 
mapping. Scientists at the Scripps In-
stitution of Oceanography used NSF 
funding to develop instruments to con-
duct marine electromagnetic surveys. 
This technology uses electrical cur-
rents and conduction to search for 
freshwater aquifers in the ocean, which 
will reveal the location of drinking 
water supplies deep below the surface 
of the sea. 

It has been clear to scientists for 40 
years that bodies of freshwater exist 
off the U.S. East Coast. This research 
created the only noninvasive method 
capable of sensing the exact location of 
these valuable drinking water reserves. 

This technology has also attracted 
the attention of oil companies, which 
continue to develop the Scripps system 
to map out underwater resource depos-
its in three dimensions across the 
globe. Important projects like these 
improve our search for natural re-
sources, and I commend the Scripps In-
stitution and the National Science 
Foundation. 
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