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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER

Dr. Ted Traylor, Olive Baptist
Church, Pensacola, Florida, offered the
following prayer:

Lord, God, the great I am, we confess
and acknowledge today that it all
comes from You. You have made us and
not we ourselves. Our very breath is
from You, and our sustenance, happi-
ness, and existence as a nation. Unto
You we give thanks, Almighty God.

Thank You for this wonderful land
called the United States of America.
Thank You for our liberty and all who
defend it. Thank You for our rule of
law and all who Kkeep it, and we pray
Your safety on those that enforce it
this day.

Lord, forgive us and deliver us from
any sort of reliance on ourselves. For-
give us when we become proud and self-
righteous with hearts as hard as stone.
Thank You for Your forgiveness when
we call upon Your name.

Lord, I would beg You today that
You would send spiritual awakening in
our Nation. I pray, God, that You
would bless America and that America
would, indeed, bless You.

And now, God of all wisdom, I bring
our Representatives before You. Re-
fresh each of them with Your mercy for
the day ahead. Cause truth and justice
to triumph over personal preference,
and direct every decision of this body.
I am keenly aware that they also have
individual needs, and we pray that by
Your favor, You will help them as they
carry their personal burdens as well as
the burden of a nation.

I ask all of this through the merits of
Jesus Christ, Your son and our Savior.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-

ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. LOWENTHAL) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LOWENTHAL led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING DR. TED TRAYLOR

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it is my honor to welcome to the House
today Dr. Ted Traylor, who has been
the pastor at Olive Baptist Church
since 1990. His weekly radio and tele-
vision ministry, ‘At the Heart of
Things,” reaches thousands of homes
along the Gulf Coast and through
weekly podcasts and streaming. Dr.
Traylor’s bold and practical preaching
brings people to a fresh understanding
of God’s Word and challenges them to
become bondservants for Christ.

He is known for his uncompromising
stand on Biblical issues and strong de-
fense of the Christian faith. He has
preached extensively throughout the
United States in conferences and reviv-
als. Emanuel University in Oradea, Ro-
mania, has honored him by placing his
name on the chair of Pastoral Leader-
ship.

Dr. Traylor’s family is his proudest
accomplishment. He has been married
to his beautiful wife, Liz, for 38 years.
They have two children, Rachel and
Bennett. Rachel is married to Brad

Hinote, and they have two daughters,
Kathryn and Elizabeth.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DONOVAN). The Chair will entertain up
to five requests for 1-minute speeches
on each side of the aisle.

———

THE NUMBERS

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I have tried, through words,
to demonstrate the severity of our
country’s mental health crisis. Today I
will try it again with numbers:

67,130, the number of Americans who
have died from mental health issues
since we passed the Helping Families
in Mental Health Crisis Act;

0.006 percent, the percentage of
Americans who will suffer from addic-
tion and are able to get help. That is
six out of every 1,000;

1,625, the number of Americans who
have died by suicide since September 1,
the first day of Suicide Prevention
Month.

A final question as we close the
week. If the Senate adjourns without
passing H.R. 2646 to be signed into law,
what clumsy, beltway babble will be
used to comfort the thousands of fami-
lies who will be told, ‘“We just didn’t
have time’’? No words, no excuses work
to bring someone back from the dead.
Where there is no help, there is no

hope.

——
TRANSPARENCY AROUND ENERGY
PRODUCTION

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, al-
most a quarter of the United States’
energy-related greenhouse gas emis-
sions are from fossil fuels that are pro-
duced from our Federal lands and
waters. However, recent Government
Accountability Office reports show
that we don’t have very good data on
much of these emissions, including the
methane gas that is released that is
leaked, vented, and flared.

The first step on the path to reducing
carbon pollution is simply to know
what we are dealing with: What are the
greenhouse gas emissions, and where
are they coming from? That is why I
am pleased to introduce a common-
sense, bipartisan bill with my friends
in the Climate Solutions Caucus and
the congressional Safe Climate Caucus,
which would simply require the De-
partment of the Interior to calculate
and publish, online, the amount of cli-
mate-damaging greenhouse gas pollu-
tion from oil, gas, and coal extracted
from our Federal lands and waters.

I urge the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources to move
swiftly to hold a hearing on this bipar-
tisan bill and provide the American
people with the transparency around
energy production that they deserve.

————
PHYSICIAN SHORTAGES

(Mr. HARDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, a recent
study in the American Medical Asso-
ciation found that, in the next 10 years,
we could be facing a shortage of over
100,000 physicians. To help combat this
extreme doctor shortage, I have intro-
duced the GO MED Act.

My bill would implement a program
to reallocate unused medical residency
slots paid for by Medicare on a rolling
basis to States feeling the worst effects
of the physician shortage. It is widely
accepted that where medical residents
learn, they stay and practice.

But in 2014, Medicare only paid for
137 residency slots in my State; where-
as, the top 25 States average over 3,000
positions. That is because of an out-
dated system. We don’t have opportuni-
ties for students to stay in Nevada.

Nevada isn’t the only State getting
shortchanged. The top five States re-
ceiving funds through this program ac-
count for nearly half of what is spent
annually.

If we are serious about addressing ac-
cess to care, my bill is a step in the
right direction.

————
VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Moultrie,
Georgia, May 15, 2016:

Jordan Croft, 22 years old;

Reid Williams, 21;

Jones Pidcock, 21;
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Jonathan Edwards, 21;
Alicia Norman, 20.

Vallejo, California, February 11, 2013:
Oscar Garcia, 22 years old.

Jackson, Mississippi, March 7, 2013:
Ronald Williams, 33 years old;
Kendra Hill, 28.

New Port Richey, Florida, February 9,

2015:
Louis Wayne Lunceford, 44 years old;
Shane Newland, 42;
Justin Huckeby, 25.

Fremont, Ohio, March 9, 2014:
Ramiro Sanchez, 28 years old;
Police Officer Jose Andy Chavez, 26;
Daniel Ramirez, 25.

Douglasville, Georgia, February 7, 2015:

Latoya Andrews, 33 years old;
Joseph Terry Brown, 33;
Jeremiah Andrews, 9;

London Andrews, 7.

———————

CONGRATULATIONS TO HOWARD
AREA LIONS CLUB

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Howard Area Lions Club lo-
cated in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District.

The Howard Area Lions Club recently
celebrated their 40th anniversary. The
club has consistently earned the rec-
ognition as the largest Lions Club in
Pennsylvania. There are probably
many factors that have led them to
this title, but none more significant
than their commitment to the Lions
Club motto, ‘“We serve.”

The members of this club have served
as the chartering organization for How-
ard Scout Troop 353. I have been hon-
ored to serve as a Scoutmaster of their
troop since they first assumed this re-
sponsibility.

The Howard Area Lions operates a
food bank that provides access to food
for those struggling to make ends
meet, including driving food to those
individuals that have limited transpor-
tation. Very few community needs are
addressed in the local community
where the Lions are not a part of the
solution.

Mr. Speaker, as a fellow Lion, I am
honored to offer my congratulations to
the members of the Howard Area Lions
Club. I am confident they will continue
to serve the needs of their neighbors
and communities.

———

WE ARE UNWAVERING IN
SUPPORT OF ISRAEL

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I
stand in support of the bilateral mili-
tary aid package agreed upon by our
Nation and the State of Israel this
week.

Israel, our greatest ally in the Middle
East, faces threats from all sides:
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shells from Syria are landing in the
Golan Heights; Hamas terrorists are
stockpiling weapons in Gaza; Hezbollah
fighters are gathering in Lebanon; and
ISIL is fighting for control of the
Sinai.

Yet, surrounded by this chaos and
terror, Israel is still dedicated to de-
mocracy, liberty, and justice—the
same ideals we live by as Americans.
This is why our relationship is so
strong and why we must continue to
support Israel’s right to exist as a Jew-
ish state.

This aid agreement makes it crystal
clear to our enemies and allies that we
are unwavering in our support for
Israel and will help defend them
against all who threaten their sov-
ereignty.

ZIKA REGISTRY PROGRAM FOR
WOMEN AND INFANTS

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day I introduced the pregnancy and in-
fant Zika registry. This bill will estab-
lish a CDC registry program for preg-
nant women and will track infants up
to the age of 5 so that researchers can
get a better understanding of the Zika
impact.

This registry will collect information
on pregnancy and infant outcomes fol-
lowing laboratory evidence of Zika
virus infection during pregnancy. The
data collected will be used to update
recommendations for clinical care, to
plan for services for pregnant women
and families affected by the Zika virus,
and to improve prevention of Zika
virus infection during pregnancy.

I invite all my Floridian colleagues
and fellow Members to cosponsor this
bill. It is a responsible tool to increase
our knowledge of Zika and help in-
crease the quality and standard of care
for patients.

END HUNGER NOW

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, as we
recognize September as Hunger Action
Month, I rise to draw attention to the
widespread problem of hunger among
teenagers.

While our Nation’s recovery is pro-
gressing, 7 million teens remain food
insecure, and we know they often face
additional hardships. Today the Urban
Institute is briefing Members of Con-
gress and their staff on two new reports
that highlight these circumstances and
explore how teens cope with hunger.

Among a number of troubling conclu-
sions, the report finds that teens fear
the stigma of being hungry and often
refuse to accept food or assistance.
They skip meals and sometimes turn to
dangerous behaviors just so their par-
ents or siblings can eat. They often feel
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the need to bear the responsibility for
feeding their families.

Teenagers deserve a normal child-
hood. They should be focused on school
and developing their passions, not wor-
rying about where their next meal is
coming from. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to read these reports and join
me in working to end hunger now.

——
O 0915
PROHIBITING THE TRANSFER OF
ANY DETAINEE AT  UNITED

STATES NAVAL STATION, GUAN-
TANAMO BAY, CUBA

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 863, I call up the
bill (H.R. 5351) to prohibit the transfer
of any individual detained at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 863, the
amendment printed in part A of House
Report 114-744 is adopted, and the bill,
as amended, is considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 5351

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON ANY TRANSFER OF
ANY INDIVIDUAL DETAINED AT
UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION,
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA.

(a) PROHIBITION.—No amounts authorized
to be appropriated or otherwise available for
any department or agency of the United
States Government may be used during the
period specified in subsection (b) to transfer,
release, or assist in the transfer or release to
or within the United States, its territories,
or possessions, or to any foreign country or
entity, of any individual detained at Guanta-
namo.

(b) SPECIFIED PERIOD.—The period specified
in this subsection is the period that—

(1) begins on the date of the enactment of
this Act; and

(2) ends on the earlier of—

(A) the date of the enactment of an Act au-
thorizing appropriations for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense for fiscal
year 2017; or

(B) January 21, 2017.

(c) INDIVIDUAL DETAINED AT GUANTANAMO
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘indi-
vidual detained at Guantanamo’ means an
individual located at United States Naval
Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as of Octo-
ber 1, 2009, who—

(1) is not a national of the United States
(as defined in section 101(a)(22) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(22)) or a member of the Armed Forces
of the United States; and

@) is—

(A) in the custody or under the control of
the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise detained at United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
FORBES) and the gentleman from Wash-
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ington (Mr. SMITH) will each control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
5351.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in support
of H.R. 5351 offered by Mrs. WALORSKI
of Indiana.

H.R. 5351 would temporarily suspend
the transfer of detainees held at the de-
tention facility at Naval Station Guan-
tanamo Bay. Under this bill, the sus-
pension would last until either the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for
the next fiscal year becomes law or
until the new President takes office on
January 21, 2017.

Mr. Speaker, the circumstances of
the last several months have brought
the need for such legislation to light.

In 2009, a special panel convened by
the Obama administration evaluated
every detainee then at GTMO. The
Obama administration made it clear at
the time that it was lawful for some
detainees to be held, without charges,
pursuant to the laws of war. Such de-
tainees, the Obama administration be-
lieved, included those who had a ‘‘sig-
nificant organizational role with al
Qaeda, the Taliban, or associated
forces.” Other detainees, the Obama
administration believed, should con-
tinue to be lawfully held in 2009 in-
cluded those who had ‘‘advanced train-
ing or experience,” a ‘‘history of asso-
ciations with extremist activity,” or
had ‘‘expressed recidivist intent.”

In other cases, the Obama adminis-
tration has recommended that certain
detainees be prosecuted and some sent
to other countries. But even for those
GTMO detainees to be sent elsewhere,
the Obama administration noted that
the United States had the legal author-
ity to hold these detainees, and the de-
tainees could still be threatening.

The Obama administration argued
then and since that a few selected de-
tainees could be transferred to other
countries from GTMO only if ‘‘fea-
sible” and ‘‘appropriate’” security
measures could be instituted to miti-
gate the dangers posed by these very
threatening individuals.

Mr. Speaker, this is precisely why
this legislation is needed.

Since January, the Obama adminis-
tration has sent 46 detainees from
GTMO to other countries. In August
alone, 15 detainees were transferred. I
worry that whatever arrangements
might exist in the receiving countries
will be woefully insufficient to keep
the danger at bay. I am concerned that
these detainees will again threaten the
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United States or our partners, just as
other detainees have done. I fear de-
tainees are being hurriedly moved from
GTMO in order to fulfill an 8-year-old
campaign promise to close GTMO.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is a sensible
and sound response.

Today, there are 61 detainees in
GTMO. The Obama administration has
made it clear that at least 20 of these
detainees should be sent elsewhere.

H.R. 5351 prevents any GTMO de-
tainee transfers for the next several
months. The bill prohibits GTMO
transfers to the United States or to
other countries until the National De-
fense Authorization Act for this fiscal
year takes effect or until the new ad-
ministration assumes office, whichever
happens first. This means the new
President will be able to consider anew
the grave risks which GTMO transfers
pose. It will also mean that the new ad-
ministration will know how the provi-
sions of a bipartisan National Defense
Authorization Act will govern its ac-
tions.

The United States military notes
that it is ‘‘committed to ensuring de-
tainees are kept in a safe, secure, hu-
mane environment” at GTMO. It also
reports that ‘‘intelligence gained at
GTMO has prevented terrorist attacks
and saved lives.”” A pause in GTMO
transfers prevents rash and sudden ac-
tions to empty GTMO on an arbitrary
and self-imposed deadline.

Mr. Speaker, that is why I strongly
support H.R. 5351, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington.
Speaker, I yield myself 5 minutes.

The gentleman from Virginia de-
scribed very well the process that the
Obama administration put in place in
2009. It was a significant improvement.

The real problem that we had with
Guantanamo was, when it was origi-
nally conceived as a place to hold de-
tainees under the law of war, there
were, at one point, nearly 800 detainees
there.

A lot of them were brought there
without much in the way of vetting or
assurances that they were, in fact,
threats. In fact, under the Bush admin-
istration, well over 500 of those detain-
ees were released, and there really
wasn’t much of a process. Somewhere
in the neighborhood of over 20 percent
of those detainees did return to the
battlefield and did present a threat to
the country. There simply wasn’t a
process.

So, as Mr. FORBES described quite
well, in 2009, the Obama administration
put in place a process. At the time,
there were 242 detainees remaining in
Guantanamo Bay. The process they put
in place was to go through every single
one of them and say: Who are these
people? What is their threat level?
They evaluated all of them and put
them into different categories. They
determined that some were not a
threat and could be released.

Mr.
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Regrettably, something we don’t like
to talk about, as I sort of alluded to
earlier, is that a number of these peo-
ple were picked up erroneously, either
with the wrong name or the wrong in-
formation, and we really didn’t have
any evidence on them, or the evidence
we thought we had turned out to be
wrong. A fair number of these detain-
ees were being held really for no good
reason, so they tried to determine who
those were.

Now, there are also some very, very
bad people at Guantanamo Bay. As Mr.
FORBES also indicated, the President
reaffirmed our right under the law of
war to hold those people, and I support
that very strongly. But what the
Obama administration has done to get
that number down to 61 is they have
transferred the ones that a board of de-
fense, intelligence, security, and Jus-
tice Department experts had deter-
mined were not a threat to the United
States and were transferable. The prob-
lem that came up was: Transferable,
but to where? Who would take these
people?

Then, there was the last provision
that Mr. FORBES also mentioned. Wher-
ever they were transferred to, the
Obama administration wanted to make
sure that there were some assurances
from those countries that they would
look after those folks, hold them se-
curely, and make sure that they were
not a threat.

So that is what has got us down to
the 61 number is the release of detain-
ees that this board, again, of defense,
intelligence, Justice Department, and
security experts determined were not a
threat to the United States and were
transferable.

Now, of that number, since 2009, that
returned—at this point, I think just
this morning, two more detainees were
determined to have returned to the
battlefield; for the most part, this is
return to fighting with the Taliban in
Afghanistan—is still a number around
6 percent of all folks that have been re-
leased from Guantanamo Bay, under
the Obama administration, that have
been deemed to have returned to the
battlefield. The previous group, under
the Bush administration, was some-
where between 20 and 30 percent, de-
pending on how it was calculated. So,
they have done a very careful job of
who should be vetted and where they
should be transferred to.

Of the 61 that are left, there are 20
that are currently eligible for transfer.
There are 10 in the military commis-
sion system and 31 others that are re-
served for continued law of war deten-
tion.

The Obama administration is of the
opinion that there are only 20 of the re-
maining 61 that are potentially trans-
ferable. They have been vetted through
this very lengthy process that I have
described that has been successful to
the point that, again, only 6 percent
have been deemed to have returned to
the battlefield.

What this bill would do is stop this
President, frankly, from being Presi-
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dent on this issue for the last however
many months there are left in his ad-
ministration. If, in fact, we can find se-
cure places to transfer these 20, then it
is the right thing to do, and the Presi-
dent ought to be allowed to do it.
There is no reason to stop him from
doing it.

Now, the argument that you will
hear repeatedly from the other side is:
we can’t take the chance. Yes, they
have been vetted; yes, the percentage is
low; but this person might do some-
thing bad if we release them.

I would suggest that that turns the
American justice system on its head.
There are a whole lot of people walking
the streets in this country who might
do something bad. You do all kinds of
analyses to determine that they might.
Maybe we should lock them up, no
trial, no process, no nothing, and say:
look, better safe than sorry. But that is
not the way we do things.

Now, we do have a process here. And
there are some that, under the law of
war, are determined to be dangerous.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. I yield
myself an additional 1 minute.

Once we have determined that they
are not a threat, under our opinion,
and are transferable, to say, look,
sorry, we are just going to hold you be-
cause we want to, is really a violation
of the U.S. Constitution and due proc-
ess of law.

To hold this process up even for a few
months is not necessary. As I said, we
are talking about 20 people that the
Obama administration is trying to de-
termine if they can find a safe place to
send them.

This is not about closing Guanta-
namo. I strongly support closing Guan-
tanamo. I will skip that argument for
the purpose of this debate. That is not
going to happen. We have had votes on
the House floor. There is not support in
Congress for it. There is a prohibition
in law that continues to be in law on
transferring any of those detainees to
the United States or spending any
money to detain them in the United
States. So it is not going to happen.

The question really is about the 20
people who have been deemed not to be
security threats to the U.S., who have
been deemed to be transferable, and
whether or not we can transfer them.
This bill would say ‘“no” and would
hold those 20 people for the next 5 or 6
months, regardless of the evidence and
regardless of the vetting process.

Now, it is possible these 20 people
won’t be transferred, that we won’t
find a country for them, but there is no
reason to strip the President of his
lawful authority to do that.

Again, I want to emphasize that the
Obama, administration has gone
through a careful vetting process, un-
like the Bush administration, so I
don’t think we should interfere with
that vetting process.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Indi-
ana (Mrs. WALORSKI), my friend and
colleague who has done such a great
job in working this piece of legislation.

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express strong support for my
bill, H.R. 5351, which would prohibit
the transfer of any individual detained
at Guantanamo Bay.

Mr. Speaker, last night, the news
broke that two more former GTMO de-
tainees have rejoined militant groups.
This is just the latest case of GTMO de-
tainees being released, only to return
to the fight. In fact, the President’s
own Director of National Intelligence
reports 30 percent of former detainees
are known or suspected to have re-
engaged in terrorist activities. Yet, the
President continues to release more
and more detainees.

When President Obama came to of-
fice, there were 240 detainees at GTMO.
The number is now down to 61, after
the most recent and largest ever trans-
fer last month. Another 20 have been
cleared for transfer.

When Hoosiers in my district hear
these numbers, they worry that these
transfers are leaving our Nation open
to new vulnerabilities and will make
Americans less safe. I could not agree
more.

While I wish we didn’t have to stand
here debating this bill, it is an unfortu-
nate reality that our President re-
mains willing to continue putting a
misguided campaign promise ahead of
the national security.

Why else would detainees, who were
once deemed too dangerous to transfer
by President Obama’s own GTMO task
force, have been released to begin with?

That is what happened with 8 of the
detainees who were part of the largest-
ever transfer of GTMO detainees last
month. The task force’s recommenda-
tion was reversed. These dangerous de-
tainees were redesignated as safe for
transfer, and they were sent to the
United Arab Emirates.

With all this in mind, it was, sadly,
no surprise when, in March of this
year, Mr. Paul Lewis, the President’s
Special Envoy for Guantanamo Clo-
sure, testified in front of the House
Foreign  Affairs Committee that
“Americans have died because of
GTMO detainees.”

What else will it take for the Presi-
dent to change course on this flawed
campaign promise?

As a recently released, unclassified
report on Guantanamo detainees high-
lighted, the individuals remaining at
GTMO today represent truly the worst
of the worst of the post-9/11 era. These
are hardened terrorists. These are al
Qaeda bomb makers, bodyguards, plot-
ters, and recruiters. Among them is
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the master-
mind of the September 11 attacks.
Americans are safer with these dan-
gerous detainees securely locked up.

O 0930

I have been to GTMO. I have seen our
military, the greatest fighting force
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the world has ever seen, standing guard
to protect the American people from
those who would do us harm. I know
the GTMO facility is the safest, most
secure place for these detainees.

But this isn’t just about the terror-
ists themselves. There are also signifi-
cant concerns about the capacity and
the capabilities of the countries receiv-
ing these transfers and the adequacy
and transparency of the agreements
being made by their governments.

Take, for example, the recent case of
a former detainee who was released to
Uruguay, but sparked an international
manhunt after he disappeared shortly
before the Rio Summer Olympics; or
the former detainee who was trans-
ferred to Sudan, a state sponsor of ter-
rorism, and reappeared in Yemen as a
leader of the al Qaeda affiliate there.

It is clear these individuals desire to
return to the battlefield, and that the
countries receiving them may not have
adequate resources to effectively track
and monitor their whereabouts and ac-
tivities.

Unfortunately, despite repeated in-
quiries of the administration, we, as
Members of Congress, still don’t know
much about the commitments our gov-
ernment has or gets from these coun-
tries. We don’t know what, if any, pen-
alties have been levied against coun-
tries that lose track of our former de-
tainees.

Transparency is long overdue. That
is why I authored this language in this
year’s National Defense Authorization
budget that would require complete
written agreements for any transfers
between countries to be shared with
the appropriate congressional over-
sight committees.

To those who may have concerns
about my bill, I want to be clear what
this legislation does and does not do.
First and foremost, this legislation
would not enact a permanent, lasting
ban. What it does do is halt transfers
until either this year’s NDAA is signed
into law or until President Obama
leaves office on January 20, 2017.

Mr. Speaker, as recently as last
week, we heard the President say that
he was ‘‘not ready to concede’ that he
cannot close GTMO before leaving of-
fice. The week before, we heard a simi-
lar message from Vice President BIDEN.

With President Obama’s time in of-
fice winding down, accelerating trans-
fers to achieve a campaign promise
puts Americans at risk.

I am grateful to stand here with the
national security leaders in this House
on this bill, and to remind the Amer-
ican people that our first priority is
the safety and security of our fellow
Americans.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on this important legislation.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. NADLER).

Mr. NADLER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
this bill that would block all transfers
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out of Guantanamo for the remainder
of the year or until the end of the
President’s current term.

This bill would, for the first time
ever, impose a complete ban on all
transfers out of Guantanamo. Not only
would the bill block all transfers of
Guantanamo detainees to the United
States, even for purposes of prosecu-
tion in Federal court, but it would also
ban the resettlement or repatriation of
detainees cleared by the United States
for transfer to foreign countries.

The bill would be effective until the
earlier of January 21, 2017, or the effec-
tive date of the next National Defense
Authorization Act.

To quote the ACLU: ‘““This bill vio-
lates the bedrock constitutional prohi-
bition on Congress passing any legisla-
tion that violates the Constitution’s
Bill of Attainder Clause.”

In effect, it finds all the inmates at
Guantanamo guilty of something un-
specified, without trial, and sentences
them to life without parole. That is
what this bill does, along with the
other series of bills. But by saying you
can’t transfer anybody anywhere, you
are saying they must remain there in-
definitely whether they have been tried
or not, whether they have been found
guilty or not, whether our own experts
think they are a threat to the United
States or not. Even if we find that
someone is factually not guilty of any
act of terrorism or anything else and
we have no right to hold them, we still
cannot release them.

By what right do we claim such a
power? Since when is it okay for Mem-
bers of Congress to put people in jail
and keep them there who are not
guilty of anything?

How can an American legislative
body pass a provision that says we will
hold someone in jail forever not only
without trial, but even if we have de-
termined that he is innocent of every-
thing?

That is the basic argument here. This
bill, the idea that we will keep people
in jail forever without their having
been found guilty of anything, without
their having been tried, it makes a
mockery of the American Constitution.
It makes a mockery of all our pre-
tenses to stand for liberty.

It makes a mockery of habeas corpus.
This would even say that if someone
were granted a writ of habeas corpus,
he could not be released even if a Court
granted him a writ of habeas corpus.
Plainly unconstitutional, not to men-
tion immoral.

I will say one other thing on a com-
pletely different level. This expires ei-
ther when we pass the next NDAA or
when the next President takes office. It
says, in effect, this President is not
really our President, for all practical
purposes, for every practical purpose.
He was elected by the American people
4 years ago, but we don’t like him, so
we are going to say he can’t do certain
things that his successor can do. We
are going to put something in writing
only for this President.
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Now, if this said this expires when
the next NDAA is passed or it expires a
year from now or whenever, that would
be one thing. But this says the NDAA
or when the next President takes of-
fice. In other words, very much like the
Senate is doing with Judge Garland.
We don’t trust the President. Maybe we
don’t. That is a political decision, but
it is not a right decision.

We don’t trust the President to act as
President. We repudiate the judgment
the American people made in the last
election. We say that, for certain pur-
poses, his term has expired and we will
wait for the next President.

That also is pernicious and against
our constitutional values. On every
level, this bill is probably unconstitu-
tional and certainly immoral, and I op-
pose it.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON), my friend and colleague.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. I
thank Chairman RANDY FORBES.

Mr. Speaker, when I was first elected,
one of the first persons to greet me was
my classmate of 2001, Chairman RANDY
FORBES. From the beginning, I saw
what a gentleman he was, what a dedi-
cated Member of Congress he has been.
I so appreciate his leadership on behalf
of national defense, promoting peace
through strength.

Additionally, he and his wife, Shir-
ley, are stalwart Christians, promoting
religious freedom successfully around
the world, making a difference.

I am grateful to be an original co-
sponsor of H.R. 5351, prohibiting the
transfer of Guantanamo detainees. In-
troduced by Congresswoman JACKIE
WALORSKI, this further protects Amer-
ican families by halting the transfer of
any detainee to any location.

During the August recess, sadly, the
administration released 15 more dan-
gerous detainees from Guantanamo
Bay. The prisoners that are being held
there—and I have been to Guantanamo
Bay twice, I know the professionalism
of the American military—these are
the co-conspirators of Osama Bin
Laden, trained mass murderers. By
holding them there, we show our re-
solve and that we have not forgotten
the mass murderous attacks of Sep-
tember 11.

The President’s reckless release of
detainees puts American servicemem-
bers and families at risk. The deter-
rence of incarceration has never been
more important.

We, today, have a greater spread of
terrorist safe havens than in the his-
tory of the world. From Algeria in
North Africa, through the Middle East,
through South Asia, all the way to In-
donesia and the Philippines, these safe
havens of Islamic terrorists are going
to receive persons to come and be rein-
forcements.

In March, the Director of National
Intelligence reported that at least 116
detainees, nearly a third, released from
Guantanamo have returned to the bat-
tlefield. What we have further is Reu-
ters reports that more have returned to
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the battlefield to threaten and kill
American families.

I appreciate the leadership of Con-
gresswoman WALORSKI of Indiana, and I
urge my colleagues to vote in support.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

In the prime sponsor of this bill’s re-
marks, there are a whole lot of sort of
half-truths and assumptions that got
jammed together that don’t actually
make sense and are not actually the
facts that are before us to paint a very
dark picture that isn’t what we are
dealing with. Let me just run through
those.

We heard that 30 percent of the peo-
ple have returned to the battlefield or
are suspected to have returned to the
battlefield. That 30 percent figure re-
lies, again, on the folks that were re-
leased before the Obama administra-
tion when, again, quite frankly, people
were picked up in a very haphazard
manner and released in a very hap-
hazard manner.

Since 2009, since the Obama adminis-
tration did the vetting process of all of
these people, the actual rate of people
who have been deemed to have re-
turned to the battlefield, even with the
two that were counted this morning, is
5.6 percent. So when you hear 30 per-
cent—oh my gosh, 30 percent of these
people are returning to the battlefield;
how can we release them—that is not
the number. Okay?

Now, you can argue about the 5.6 if
you want, but let’s at least get the
number right. Since the Obama admin-
istration did the proper vetting proc-
ess, the number is 5.6 percent to have
been confirmed to have returned to the
battlefield, including the two that were
added this morning.

It is also worth noting that when we
say the ones that are left are the worst
of the worst, there is truth in that. Ob-
viously, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed
would fall right up at the top of that;
and 41 of the folks who are there do fall
into that category of the worst of the
worst. None of those 41 have been
cleared for transfer.

What we are talking about is the 20
who have been cleared for transfer, and
the President—those are the people
that President Obama has released and
repatriated to other countries over the
course of the last 7 years, are people
who have been cleared for transfer;
with one exception, which I am sure
will come up at some point, and that
was in the prisoner swap for Bowe
Bergdahl. And we can relitigate that
argument as well, but that has really
got nothing to do with what is going on
here.

There, the President made a decision
to transfer five people that had not
been cleared for transfer in exchange
for our captured member of the mili-
tary. So except for that situation, all
of these people who have been released
have been vetted and cleared.

Lastly, I just want to—well, not last-
ly, actually two more things. The most
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disturbing thing that was said was that
these people who have been released
are people who, at one time, were sus-
pected of being dangerous, and that is
true. They wouldn’t have been there if
they weren’t suspected of being dan-
gerous. But it turns out in these cases
we were wrong. And you can go back
through the history of post-9/11, you
can find a number of instances when we
were wrong.

I remember right after 9/11 there was
a doctor in San Antonio who had done
a whole bunch of suspicious things, and
everybody was absolutely convinced
that this guy was tied in with al Qaeda.
He was held for an extended period of
time, and then people looked into it
and they said: Oops, sorry, we got the
wrong guy. We are going to let you go.

That happens, and I don’t blame law
enforcement in the least bit for that. It
is a difficult job.

In this case, when you are talking
about terrorists, you should err on the
side of caution. If you have probable
cause, you should pick somebody up
and you should be sure.

But now what this side is saying,
once you have been suspected, even if
it turns out that you were completely
wrong in that suspicion: Sorry, we are
just going to lock you up for the rest of
your life without due process or a pos-
sibility of trial.

That 1is unbelievably unconstitu-
tional and just flat wrong.

Yes, these people were suspected.
They wouldn’t be in Guantanamo if
they weren’t. But what was determined
was that, of those people who were sus-
pected, a number of them turned out
we were wrong. And of the ones that
are left, there are 20 out of the 61 that
are eligible for transfer.

Now, again, finding the right country
to send them to, it might not happen.
All right. So no one is talking about
releasing the worst of the worst. The
President has made it clear those 41
are not transferrable.

We are talking about the 20 that have
been deemed to be transferrable. Just
because you were suspected at one
point, I would hate to think that we
would have a country that says: If you
are suspected of a crime, sorry, we are
going to lock you up and that is it,
even if evidence later shows that we
were wrong.

That is not the way we should do
things in law enforcement.

Lastly, we have heard that this is all
about a campaign promise to close
Guantanamo. Again, this has nothing
to do with closing Guantanamo.

Now, the President and the Vice
President are reluctant to give up on
what they think is the right policy,
closing Guantanamo Bay. So until they
leave office, they are not just going to
say: We are not going to do it.

They think it is important. Again, I
won’t relitigate that argument, but
there are people who feel passionately
that it is the right thing to do. But
that is not what we are talking about
doing here.

September 15, 2016

We are talking about 20 people who
have been deemed not to be a threat to
the United States that we are, none-
theless, incarcerating, and the Presi-
dent is talking about transferring
them.

We are not talking about transfer-
ring the 41, not talking about closing
Guantanamo. It is still in law that we
can’t close Guantanamo. So it is not
about a campaign promise. It is about
upholding the values in the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America
that says that if we have you incarcer-
ated and it turns out that our evidence
was wrong and you are not guilty of
what we thought you were guilty of or,
in this case, not a threat to us in the
way that we thought you were, then we
should release you, not hold you.

We are not a dictatorship. We are not
a country like Saddam Hussein used to
run, where he just locked people up be-
cause he wanted to. That is not who we
should be.

This bill takes away the ability of
this President to transfer those 20 peo-
ple who have been clearly deemed
transferrable by the Defense Depart-
ment, the Justice Department, Home-
land Security Department, Intelligence
Community experts.

They want to stop, as Mr. NADLER
said, this President from being Presi-
dent. Now, they never wanted him to
be President in the first place, and it is
incredibly inconvenient that he got
elected twice, from their perspective.
But he is the President and he should
have the authority to exercise the Of-
fice of the Presidency until January 20
of next year, when he is done.
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This bill unfairly strips him of that
right. Again, we are talking about 20
people who have been deemed to be
transferable. So let’s get the facts
straight and then argue based on those
facts. It is not 30 percent; it is 5.6. We
are not talking about releasing the
worst of the worst. We are not talking
about closing Guantanamo Bay.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER),
my friend and colleague.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank so much, first, my colleague
JACKIE WALORSKI for introducing this
very important piece of legislation
that I am proud to cosponsor, and sec-
ondly, Chairman FORBES. I thank the
gentleman for his leadership on na-
tional defense, on faith, and so many
other issues important to our country.

This bill is crucial. It prevents the
Obama administration from transfer-
ring any remaining detainees from the
Guantanamo Bay detention facility in
the last months of his Presidency.
Now, this is important because the ad-
ministration seems determined to clear
the facility. In 2016, 46 detainees have
been transferred. Last month alone, 15
terrorists were released. More are ex-
pected as Vice President BIDEN has
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stated that it is the President’s inten-
tion to empty GTMO by the time he
leaves office.

This rush to close Guantanamo is
dangerous, reckless, and shortsighted.
Already we have learned that 30 per-
cent of those who have been released
have returned to the battlefield. Amer-
ican soldiers who fought so hard to
take the enemy off the battlefield now
have to face them again.

But this release is beyond dangerous;
it is an injustice. Let me share an ex-
ample.

In 2011, shortly after taking office, I
received the gut-wrenching news that a
young soldier from my district had lost
his life in the war on terror in Afghani-
stan. Christopher Stark was a combat
engineer serving one of the most dan-
gerous missions of the war: clearing
roads of IEDs so his unit could pass by
safely. Day after day he saved others,
but, ultimately, he wasn’t able to save
himself when an IED exploded.

Christopher gave his life to save oth-
ers. His country gained a hero; his
mother lost a son. She has become my
friend and is a hero in her own right as
she bravely comes to terms with his
sacrifice—relying on her faith to give
her daily strength while accepting the
burden and hallowed position of being a
Gold Star mom.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
the gentlewoman an additional 30 sec-
onds.

Mrs. HARTZLER. So you can imag-
ine my dismay and consternation when
I learned that, in his rush to fulfill
campaign promises to close GTMO, the
administration released a terrorist by
the name of Obaidullah in the last
round of detainee transfers. Who was
he? He was part of an al Qaeda-associ-
ated improvised explosive device cell
that targeted coalition forces in Af-
ghanistan. He was captured by U.S. se-
curity forces during a raid in his com-
pound, where they found 23 landmines
as well as a notebook containing elec-
tronic and detonator schematics in-
volving explosives and mines similar to
the one that killed Christopher.

Releasing Obaidullah was wrong. He
was targeted for prosecution and his
status was changed. American soldiers
like Christopher Stark lost their lives
due to his activities. We need to ensure
our American soldiers stay safe and
also that justice is served.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass this important piece of legisla-
tion.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself 30 seconds to
make two quick points.

The Obama administration is not de-
termined to clear the facility before
they leave office. They want to close
the facility. But, again, those 41 that
have been deemed dangerous, it is the
Obama administration’s position that
they shouldn’t be held in Guantanamo
Bay, that they should be held in secure
prisons in the United States, not to let
them go.
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I think that is one of the most mis-
leading things about this argument
that is being made by the other side re-
peatedly that they simply want to let
them all go. It is not their goal to
empty GTMO before January 20. It is
their goal to still try to close the pris-
on so that they can be held here in the
U.S.

Again, that is a separate argument,
but I just want to make sure that it is
clear it is not the goal of the adminis-
tration to simply empty out the prison
and send all 61 wherever. We are talk-
ing about 20 that have been deemed eli-
gible for transfer.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. STEFANIK),
my friend and colleague.

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, first, I
want to thank my HASC colleague and
friend, JACKIE WALORSKI, for all of her
efforts to prevent the transfer of ter-
rorists from Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
and introducing H.R. 5351, of which I
am a proud cosponsor.

I stand here today as the Representa-
tive of the Army’s 10th Mountain Divi-
sion, resilient warriors who have been
an integral force in the war on terror
in Afghanistan and Iraq since 9/11.

As we all know, GTMO is comprised
of some of the world’s most heinous
terrorists, and we have lost many serv-
icemembers’ lives in their pursuit. As
the 10th Mountain Division and others
continue to serve in harm’s way, it is
our duty to provide oversight and en-
sure the administration is held ac-
countable before any American dies at
the hands of a released detainee.

Releasing these terrorists and closing
GTMO is a true national security con-
cern at home; therefore, I urge my col-
leagues to stand with our brave men
and women in uniform and show them
that their sacrifices have not gone to
waste and vote today in support of H.R.
5351.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself 30 seconds be-
fore yielding to Mr. NADLER.

I want to make clear; I represented
Joint Base Lewis-McChord for 16 years,
until 2012, and wrote hundreds of sym-
pathy cards to family members who
lost loved ones from that base in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, and I will take the
backseat to no one in terms of respect-
ing what they did, how they fought,
and what they sacrificed, making sure
that we do everything we can to pro-
tect them and give them the tools they
need to protect our country and pro-
tect themselves. I thank the Repub-
licans for working in a bipartisan man-
ner on that issue.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from New York (Mr. NAD-
LER).

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, we keep
hearing that the people of Guantanamo
are the worst of the worst, that they
are very dangerous, and that their re-
lease would pose a threat to the United
States. Some are, it is true. Some are
probably the worst of the worst, but
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some aren’t. Some are people who were
picked up by mistake. Some are people
who were sold for a bounty.

If you go into a wild place like Af-
ghanistan and you let the word out
that we will pay $5,000 for a terrorist
and the McCoys are fighting the Hat-
fields, the McCoys will turn in a Hat-
field and say that he is a terrorist.
Some of that happened.

It is our job not to keep everybody in
jail for life but to figure out who is
who: who is the worst of the worst; who
is innocent; who is there because of a
mistake.

Release those who are innocent; re-
lease those who do not pose a threat;
and release those who didn’t do any-
thing. Simply getting up and repeating
time after time on this floor that the
people there are the worst of the worst
doesn’t make it true.

What kind of a system of justice or
anything else is it where you say: We
are going to hold forever, with no trial,
people who we have already determined
to pose no threat to the United States,
who we have already determined have
done nothing wrong, but we are going
to hold them in jail forever because
some of them are bad people—no trial,
no proceeding, hold them in jail for-
ever?

By what right would we do that? How
do we appear to all the countries and
to all the people that we are trying to
appeal to, saying our way is the rule of
law, go with our way, don’t go with the
Taliban, we are fair to people, they are
not, and then we have people in jail
forever with no hope of release, with no
trial, no proceeding, nothing? That is
what this bill is.

This bill is un-American in the ex-
treme. It is counterproductive because
it gives the Taliban and everybody else
the propaganda against us that we are
a bunch of hypocrites, which we are if
we pass bills like this, and we shouldn’t
pass it.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. MESSER), my
friend and colleague.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, first, I
want to thank Chairman FORBES for
his leadership on this issue and for his
distinguished career here in Congress.

The gentleman certainly will be
missed.
Mr. Speaker, some issues just boil

down to common sense. Despite the
rhetoric of my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle, there is no evidence of
Good Samaritan sweet peas being kept
at Guantanamo Bay.

Common sense would tell you that it
is a very bad idea to bring the world’s
worst criminals to America’s shore. It
is an equally bad idea to release them.
That is why I rise today in support of
H.R. 5351, a bill that would stop the
transfer of individuals detained at the
United States Naval Station at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba.

Last Sunday, our Nation recognized
the 15th anniversary of the worst at-
tack on U.S. soil, an attack where we
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lost nearly 3,000 American lives. That
tragic event marked the beginning of a
war against terrorists who espouse rad-
ical Islam. Since then, Guantanamo
Bay has been instrumental in detaining
enemy combatants engaged in that
war.

Today, there are 61 suspected terror-
ists remaining at GTMO. They are
largely regarded as the worst of the
worst. They are the folks that no other
country would take—too dangerous to
transfer, the most dangerous criminals
in the world. But the President wants
to release these terrorists or, worse
yet, bring them to American soil, put-
ting Americans at risk. That is a really
bad idea, and we can’t, in good con-
science, let that happen. That is why
we have had bipartisan support for
keeping GTMO open in the past. There
are simply not enough standards in
place to make these transfers without
endangering American lives.

I am proud of the leadership of my
colleague, JACKIE WALORSKI, on this
important issue, and I urge my col-
leagues to stop any reckless transfers
of terrorists to American soil. Not one
American life is worth the risk.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself 30 seconds to
say, regrettably, the previous gen-
tleman is simply wrong. He said that
America would not arrest as a terrorist
someone who turned out not to be a
terrorist. The facts are simply clear
that that is just not the case. It is not
that we are doing anything malicious.
It is a complicated and difficult job. As
Mr. NADLER pointed out, there is a lot
to sort out.

It is not even in dispute that we have
arrested and incarcerated people be-
cause we thought they were terrorists
and found out that we were wrong.
That is not debated. A number of them
have been released.

So to say that, well, if we arrested
them and put them in there, they must
be bad and they can’t be sent out is
precisely what is wrong with the think-
ing behind this piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time. I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further speakers,
and I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Speaker, the most interesting
thing about this debate is that, as we
have moved on from speaker to speak-
er, the proponents of this legislation
keep saying the same things over and
over again that simply are not true.
Again, I just want to close by saying I
wish we could debate this on the actual
facts, on what is in front of us.

There certainly is an argument to be
made that we should err on the side of
just locking them up no matter what. I
think that is the wrong argument. I
think Mr. NADLER has very clearly ar-
ticulated why, as a country, we
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shouldn’t do that, we shouldn’t pick
people up and say, if there is any possi-
bility we might be wrong, we are just
going to take away your freedom and
lock you up without due process. It is
a violation of the fundamental prin-
ciples of our country. We could at least
have that debate.

But we keep hearing a number of
things that simply are not correct.
Number one, this is just the President
trying to fulfill a campaign promise to
close down Guantanamo Bay and get
everybody out of there before he leaves
office. That is completely wrong. There
are 41 people at Guantanamo Bay who
this administration has said under no
circumstances are they transferable.
Those are the worst of the worst, and
they are not talking about transferring
them. What we are talking about are
the 20 people who have been deemed
transferable.

Then we have the argument, well,
gosh, they wouldn’t be in there if they
hadn’t done something wrong. As we
all know, law enforcement occasionally
makes mistakes. So that is not correct
either. These 20 people have been ex-
amined and deemed to be transferable,
and we should not hold them because
the 41 other people who happen to be
there are really bad people. That is
not, again, according to the way that
we should do justice in our country.

So this is not about closing Guanta-
namo. We have had that debate numer-
ous times, and I have lost that debate
on the House floor. I understand that.
This is about the Obama administra-
tion doing what the Bush administra-
tion should have done in the first
place, which was to be a lot more care-
ful about whom you put in there; and
then once they are in there, examine
it, make sure you actually have suffi-
cient evidence and these are people you
need to hold.

That is what the Obama administra-
tion did in 2009 with the 242 inmates
who were being detained at Guanta-
namo. They determined that some of
them were there incorrectly and were
transferable. That is what we are talk-
ing about.
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This bill would stop that. This bill
would say basically that President
Obama is not actually President in this
area for the rest of his term. That is
wrong. He got elected and he ought to
be able to make those decisions.

I will also say in this area, he has
proven to be vastly more careful than
his predecessor. Again, the recidivism
rate of those released in 2009 is 5.6 per-
cent. Prior to that, that number was
closer to 30. So a process was put in
place that actually did work, and we
ought to respect that process and not
restrict the President’s ability to basi-
cally do justice.

Finally, I just want to say, as has
been noted a couple of times, Mr.
FORBES will be leaving our committee.
I have enjoyed serving with him during
my time. He is—as Stephen Colbert
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would say—a worthy opponent, and I
enjoy that. We have had a lot of great
debates on the committee. I am very,
very sorry to see him go. I thank him
also for his service. We have worked in
a very bipartisan fashion on a number
of issues and upheld, I think very, very
well, the bipartisan tradition of the
House Armed Services Committee. So I
have enjoyed serving with him. I appre-
ciate that service. I wish him the best
of luck in the future.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, could I
inquire as to how much time I have re-
maining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia has 14 minutes
remaining.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let me, first of all, say
I have enormous respect for the rank-
ing member, and he has done an admi-
rable job today, as he always does, of
defending the President and the Presi-
dent’s actions in Guantanamo Bay.

Unfortunately, the President’s ac-
tions in Guantanamo Bay have not
been quite as admirable. We have heard
throughout the discussion today sev-
eral catchphrases. We have heard that
we wanted to discuss what was actu-
ally true. We wanted to discuss what
the facts actually were. We talked
about this incredible vetting process
this administration had. We talked
about the need to have a process and to
have that process work before they
took action. We have heard the phrase,
We don’t want to turn the American
justice system on its ears. And we have
also heard that, We don’t want to hold
up the process for a few months be-
cause that could be problematic.

Mr. Speaker, let me try to take us
back a little bit and put some facts
around this whole debate as to why we
got here in the first place. The reality
of this situation is that this adminis-
tration, before they ever took office,
before the President ever raised his
hand and took the oath, before any
cabinet members were appointed, or
before anybody had been placed in his
administration, this President and this
Vice President made a commitment to
close Guantanamo Bay before they
ever went down there and actually in-
vestigated and looked at what was
there.

The other situation is that when they
made that promise, they had made no
vetting process. They had no process in
place.

The other fact, Mr. Speaker, is that
when this President raised that hand
and took that oath, the former admin-
istration that my good friend, the
ranking member, has talked about how
terrible they were, they had a pros-
ecutor and a team of prosecutors who
were prosecuting some of the worst ter-
rorists this country had ever seen.
Most Americans don’t know the names
of the people in Guantanamo Bay, but
they know we had co-conspirators in 9/
11 who were sitting down there, and
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that former administration had a pros-
ecutorial team who had gone through
months after months after months
with a stack of motions this high, and
that prosecutor said to anyone who
would go down there, including me and
the former chairman of the committee,
Ike Skelton, that he would have had
guilty verdicts or guilty pleas by those
co-conspirators within 6 months.

When this administration came in
with their great vetting and their great
process without talking to that pros-
ecutor, without looking at that at all,
he disbanded that entire prosecution,
terminated that prosecutor, termi-
nated that entire team. And, to this
day, no one on that side of the aisle
can even tell us when they are going to
have convictions on those conspirators
of the worst terrorists this country has
ever seen.

When I hear the President and the
Vice President stand up and say, We
haven’t given up on the promise to
close Guantanamo Bay, I listen and I
listen and I listen to deafness for the
President or the Vice President to say,
We haven’t given up on getting convic-
tions of the worst terrorists in the
United States.

So when I look at Guantanamo Bay
and I hear, We are not really going to
close it, forget what the President is
saying, forget what the Vice President
is saying, they don’t really mean they
want to close Guantanamo Bay. All
they want to do is bring those terror-
ists to the United States.

We have stood on this floor and
fought that for 8 years, and here is the
reason. Because let me ask which of
you want those terrorists brought to
your community with every single act
of terrorism we are seeing now and the
repercussions of that? Because the mo-
ment you put them in your community
in any jail or any prison, it is not a
matter of whether we can hold them
there, but you have just put a target on
every school, every business, every
mall in that community. When you
talk about justice and you talk about
fairness, we just believe that is wrong.

So when you talk about just giving a
little more time to the President for a
few months, doesn’t it make a little bit
of sense that if this administration was
given the time to come in and stop the
prosecution of the worst terrorists the
United States has ever seen, that
maybe, just maybe we ought to have a
temporary hold and let the next Presi-
dent, whoever that President might be,
have a few months to determine before
we release these terrorists whether or
not they want to prosecute them and
they really want to bring them to a
conviction instead of just talking
about it for 8 years?

Let me close, Mr. Speaker, with this.
Years ago, when I stood on this floor on
one of the first motions we had, it was
a motion to recommit for the defense
authorization bill to stop this adminis-
tration from bringing these detainees
to the United States. My friend and
chairman on the other side of the aisle,

Ike Skelton, stood on the floor right
where my good friend, Mr. SMITH, is
sitting today, and Mr. Skelton said
this: When it comes to terrorism, there
shouldn’t be any light between the Re-
publicans and the Democrats. And he
supported that motion not to bring
those terrorists to the United States.

So, Mr. Speaker, today, after all of
the rhetoric, it is a pretty simple deal,
prosecute them if you want to pros-
ecute them, but don’t fulfill some cam-
paign promise of shutting down Guan-
tanamo Bay and the impact that could
have on these terrorists.

And I would say, as my good friend,
Ike Skelton, said today, there
shouldn’t be any light between Repub-
licans and Democrats when it comes to
terrorists, but there certainly
shouldn’t be any light in with any
Member of this Congress when it comes
to defending and protecting the United
States from these terrorists who have
one goal in mind, and that is to Kkill
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 863,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 244, nays
174, not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 520]

YEAS—244
Abraham Carter (TX) Fleming
Aderholt Chabot Flores
Aguilar Chaffetz Forbes
Allen Clawson (FL) Fortenberry
Amodei Coffman Foxx
Ashford Cole Franks (AZ)
Babin Collins (GA) Frelinghuysen
Barletta Collins (NY) Garrett
Barr Comstock Gibbs
Barton Conaway Gibson
Benishek Cook Gohmert
Bera Costello (PA) Goodlatte
Bilirakis Cramer Gosar
Bishop (MI) Crawford Gowdy
Bishop (UT) Crenshaw Graham
Black Cuellar Granger
Blackburn Culberson Graves (GA)
Blum Curbelo (FL) Graves (LA)
Bost Davidson Graves (MO)
Boustany Dayvis, Rodney Griffith
Brady (TX) Denham Grothman
Brat Dent Guinta
Bridenstine DeSantis Guthrie
Brooks (AL) Diaz-Balart Hanna
Brooks (IN) Dold Harper
Buchanan Donovan Harris
Buck Duffy Hartzler
Bucshon Duncan (SC) Heck (NV)
Burgess Emmer (MN) Hensarling
Byrne Farenthold Herrera Beutler
Calvert Fitzpatrick Hice, Jody B.
Carter (GA) Fleischmann Hill
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Holding
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Issa
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Jolly
Jordan
Joyce
Katko
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Knight
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Latta
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
MacArthur
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows

Adams
Amash
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Courtney
Crowley
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell

Meehan
Messer

Mica

Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes

Olson
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Pittenger
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey

Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Ruppersberger
Russell
Salmon
Sanford

NAYS—174

Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farr
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hastings
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
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Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton

Trott

Turner
Upton
Valadao

Vela

Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

Zinke

Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Massie
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
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Rice (NY) Sherman Vargas
Richmond Sires Veasey
Roybal-Allard Slaughter Velazquez
Ruiz Smith (WA) Visclosky
Rush Speier alz
Ryan (OH) Swalwell (CA) Wasserman
Sanchez, Linda Takano Schultz
T. Thompson (CA) s
Sarbanes Thompson (MS) g:z:ii’ ?J/ff;:;rrll:n
Schakowsky Titus
Schiff Tonko Welch
Schrader Torres Wilson (FL)
Serrano Tsongas Yarmuth
Sewell (AL) Van Hollen
NOT VOTING—13
Brown (FL) Hardy Sanchez, Loretta
Costa Johnson, Sam Scott (VA)
DesdJarlais Labrador Young (AK)
Ellmers (NC) Palazzo
Fincher Pitts
O 1035

Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, and Mr. AL GREEN of Texas
changed their vote from ‘yea” to
“na,y.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
520 | was present on the House Floor and
used my voting card to register a “yes” vote
on H.R. 5351, To prohibit the transfer of any
individual detained at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Due to a mal-
function in the voting device, my “yes” vote
was not recorded. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

———

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY), the majority leader, for
giving us the schedule.

(Mr. MCcCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, no votes
are expected in the House.

On Tuesday, the House will meet at
noon for morning hour and 2 p.m. for
legislative business. Votes will be post-
poned until 6:30.

On Wednesday and Thursday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning
hour and noon for legislative business.

On Friday, the House will meet at 9
a.m. for legislative business.

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider
a number of suspensions next week, a
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business tomorrow.

The House will also consider H.R.
3438, the REVIEW Act, sponsored by
Representative ToM MARINO, which en-
sures that new agency rules that place
$1 billion or more in costs on the econ-
omy will not take effect until after any
litigation over the rule is resolved.

Additionally, the House will consider
H.R. 5719, the Empowering Employees
through Stock Ownership Act, spon-
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sored by Representative ERIK PAULSEN.
This critical bill, which is part of the
Innovation Initiative, gives startups
the opportunity to attract the talent
necessary to advance innovation and
grow the economy.

The House will also consider two im-
portant bills related to Iran. The first
is H.R. 5461, the Iranian Leadership
Asset Transparency Act, sponsored by
Representative BRUCE POLIQUIN. It re-
quires the Treasury Department to re-
port on the total assets of senior Ira-
nian and political and military leaders
and make that information public on
their Web site.

The second, H.R. 5931, the Prohib-
iting Future Ransom Payments to Iran
Act, sponsored by Representative ED
ROYCE, will prohibit all cash payments,
including dead-of-night ransom pay-
ments, and ensure transparency in con-
gressional review of any future settle-
ments with Iran.

Now, finally, Mr. Speaker, as we ap-
proach the end of September, Members
are advised that additional items are
possible, including legislation to fund
the government.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his comments.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation we will
be considering next week, I am sure,
has support in a number of quarters.
The majority leader mentioned, in the
last line, that we will be considering ef-
forts to fund the government, the so-
called continuing resolution.

Mr. Speaker, as the Speaker knows
and the House knows, we have not
passed any appropriation bills through
the Congress and sent them to the
President, nor have we adopted a budg-
et. In the absence of both of those, cer-
tainly in the former, we need to have a
funding of government passed by Sep-
tember 30th.

I ask the majority leader, therefore,
Mr. Speaker, if the majority leader has
any knowledge of the status of the CR,
either in this House moving forward or
in the other body.

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Yes, we are continuing discussions on
the appropriation process and how to
ensure the government is funded after
September 30th. As soon as it is fin-
ished, Members will be advised when
floor action is scheduled.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the majority leader for that.

Let me say that I would hope, given
the fact that we have a maximum of
eight or nine legislative days left be-
fore the end of the fiscal year, end of
the September 30 fiscal year, that the
CR hopefully will be a document on
which we have consensus on all its
parts.

The majority leader, I am sure, Mr.
Speaker, has heard the same kinds of
rumors I have heard, which is not un-
usual, that the Senate may pass a CR
and then decide their work, at least
prior to the election, is done.
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If that is the case, or, in any event,
whether it is the case or not, and we
initiate a bill, it will be critically im-
portant that that bill be a bill that can
be supported by both sides.

So I look forward to working with
the majority leader to ensure that
when a CR is brought to the floor, ei-
ther a Senate bill—which will be a
House bill amended by the Senate, I
presume—or a House bill, that we have
agreement, Mr. Majority Leader, on
the component parts of that continuing
resolution so we do not put at risk the
shutting down of the government of
the United States. I don’t know wheth-
er the gentleman wants to respond at
all.

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

0 1045

Mr. McCARTHY. I look forward to
working with the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman.

In addition to the CR, which is nec-
essary to fund government, we have a
crisis in America, a health crisis. We
spent a lot of time talking about it last
time. We won’t spend a long time, but
Zika continues to be a real challenge.
We have continuing incidents. The
moral and fiscal costs of not addressing
this issue are of great magnitude, great
seriousness.

Can the gentleman tell me whether
he believes that sufficient resources to
respond to the Zika crisis will be in-
cluded in the CR or whether it may be
a freestanding bill that we could reach
consensus on and send to the Presi-
dent?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

The gentleman is correct that this is
a crisis before us. The gentleman and I
have worked on this issue when it first
arose, putting individuals into com-
mittee and looking at what we needed
to accomplish. This House actually
acted and acted early.

Your question is: Would it be com-
bined with the continuing resolution? I
believe that is what we would see,
along with the continuing resolution to
solve this challenge with Zika. Unfor-
tunately, it has been stuck in the Sen-
ate. In the conversations I have been
having with the other house, I am very
hopeful that that will get done.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the majority
leader, Mr. Speaker.

I would reiterate, Mr. Speaker, the
observation that I made last week,
that the Senate has, in fact, passed a
Zika response with 68 votes. And if the
Senate fails to move legislation, the
majority leader—and I share his view—
hopes it will be included in a con-
tinuing resolution. In the event that
does not occur, I would urge the major-
ity leader, Mr. Speaker, to consider
putting a House bill in which reflects
the Senate compromise supported by
more than two-thirds of the Senate and
a bill which I represented to the major-
ity leader last week—but I want to rep-
resent again—I can’t say unanimously
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but overwhelmingly, with well over 180
votes, in my view, we would support.

I give that information, Mr. Speaker,
to the majority leader so that he will
know that in the event we have not re-
sponded in the CR that I believe the
Senate-passed legislation incorporated
into a House bill and brought to the
floor can pass on suspension and may
well even be able to pass on unanimous
consent. I don’t know that that is the
case, but it certainly could pass on sus-
pension. I would urge him to consider
that as an alternative available to us
to respond so that we do not have the
situation which we had in July of leav-
ing town for 7 weeks without having
addressed this crisis that confronts the
health of our people.

Mr. Speaker, let me indicate that we
have a number of other pieces of legis-
lation that I would last like to ask the
majority leader about. There are ru-
mors that our schedule is going to be
over in the next few weeks. I don’t
know. The Senate was planning on
going presumably to the first week of
October. I don’t know that they are
going to do that. We are planning to go
to the end of September.

There are a number of other pieces of
legislation which I think need to be ad-
dressed. We continue to be very con-
cerned about our failure to respond to
the Flint crisis. The mayor of Flint
was in my office yesterday. They are
still drinking bottled water because
the water in their pipes that is being
delivered to their homes is still unfit
for human consumption unless a filter
is in place and unless that filter is
working efficiently and effectively. We
really need to, I think, help on that.

With respect to opioids, we passed a
piece of legislation that was, Mr.
Speaker, a bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion. We continue to believe, however,
the resources to carry out the policies
included in the authorizing bill need to
be addressed.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker—I mentioned
this before—we continue to urge that
in light of the scourge of gun violence
in America that we take up two bills
sponsored by the former chairman, Re-
publican chairman of the Committee
on Homeland Security. They are not
Democratic bills, although Democrats
support the bills and are cosponsors of
the bill, but they are PETER KING’S
bills to provide greater safety.

First of all, Mr. Speaker, we have
adopted the premise that background
checks are a good thing. We require
background checks. The problem is, we
don’t require background checks in
every instance of a transfer of a weap-
on from seller to buyer. The problem
with that, of course, is if you want to
buy a gun for a nefarious purpose, one
would assume you are not going to go
and have your background checked.
You will find some other way to pur-
chase that gun. We would hope that
bill would be brought to the floor.

The second bill that Mr. KING has, of
course, seems to us to be a very reason-
able piece of legislation, which simply
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says, if you are judged too dangerous
to fly on our airplanes, you ought to be
too dangerous as well to buy weapons
to injure people in our country; we
think you are too dangerous to go on
an airplane and that you might injure
people in that fashion.

I would urge, Mr. Majority Leader,
Mr. Speaker, before we leave before the
election, two things, that we bring
those to the floor and we carry out—
and I want to repeat again because I
think it is important. Speaker PAUL
RYAN said on October 29, 2015, just a
year ago: ‘“We will not duck the tough
issues; we will take them head on . . .
we should not hide our disagreements.
We should embrace them. We have
nothing to fear from honest disagree-
ments honestly stated.”

Mr. Speaker, I share that view. I
think the bills that I have mentioned—
Flint, opioids, gun violence, and cer-
tainly Zika, and, yes, there are oth-
ers—ought to be brought to this floor,
and the House ought to work its will. I
would hope that in the next few days
that are available to us that the major-
ity leader, Mr. Speaker, gives careful
consideration to bringing those pieces
of legislation to the floor.

In the gun violence case, the polls re-
flect that over 85 percent—and in one
case over 90 percent—of Americans sup-
port those pieces of legislation. They
would pass, Mr. Speaker, overwhelm-
ingly. The only reason they haven’t
passed—the only reason they haven’t
passed—contrary to the statement that
we will not duck the tough issues, said
by Speaker RYAN just about a year ago,
the only reason they haven’t passed is
because they have not been brought to
the floor. I would urge, Mr. Speaker,
the majority leader consider that.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for his advice.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15, 2016, TO MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2016

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday, September
19, 2016, and that the order of the House
of January 5, 2016, regarding morning-
hour debate not apply on that day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOONEY of West Virginia). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman
from California?

There was no objection.

———

REMEMBERING THE LATE
HONORABLE MARK TAKAI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from Ha-
waii (Ms. GABBARD) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members

H5513

have 5 days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the subject of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Hawaii?

There was no objection.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, we are
holding this Special Order today to
honor our colleague and friend, Mark
Takai. Many of our colleagues are here
to share their own memories and re-
membrances of our friend.

In Hawaii, the word ‘‘aloha’ holds a
very special place in our hearts. It is a
word that we use every day to say hello
and good-bye, but, in saying that word,
we are actually conveying a much
deeper meaning. In the deepest and tru-
est sense of the word, aloha means I
come to you with an open heart and
offer you my deepest respect, love, and
care. It is a word that describes a way
of life. Living aloha brings people to-
gether regardless of their unique back-
grounds or things like age, race, reli-
gion, or social class.

This open heart, this spirit of aloha,
is what I think of when I think of my
colleague, my fellow soldier, and my
friend, Mark Takai, because he carried
this aloha spirit with him wherever he
went. He shared it with everyone that
he came into contact with.

During a celebration of Mark’s life
held in his hometown of Pearl City on
Oahu just a few weeks ago—this is the
community that he served for over 20
years as a State legislator—I heard
from one of Mark’s high school teach-
ers named Mike, who shared her
amazement that not only was Mark a
great student, not only was he an all-
American swimmer, but he would
spend his free time doing things like
organizing voter registration drives
and get-out-the-vote parades in his
neighborhood, encouraging his commu-
nity to make sure that their voice was
heard.

As a student at the University of Ha-
waii at Manoa, Mark was a leader
among his peers, one of whom is here
today, our colleague, Congresswoman
TAMMY DUCKWORTH. He served as presi-
dent of the Associated Students of the
University of Hawaii at Manoa, was a
champion on the varsity team for 4
years, and was editor in chief of the
campus newspaper, Ka Leo O Hawaii.

I recently had an intern in my dis-
trict office who is a part of ASUH, and
he told me about how the University of
Hawaii student government members
today tell stories of the legends of
Mark Takai’s courage and leadership
as student president, taking on dif-
ficult issues like sexual harassment
and assault, resulting in his being sued
by the University of Hawaii professors
union. But no matter the challenge,
the difficulty, or the obstacle, the leg-
ends are true; Mark Takai never
backed down.

At age 27, he was elected to the Ha-
waii State House of Representatives,
representing his hometown of Pearl
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City and neighboring Aiea from 1994 to
2014. In 2002, I was elected to the State
House where I first got to know him,
learning of his commitment and pas-
sion for the University of Hawaii, and
his and Sami’s love for all things Dis-
ney, showing me the memorabilia they
brought home from the Disney parks
they visited around the world, and
sharing copies of the cookbook he dis-
tributed throughout his Pearl City dis-
trict, always making time, always
ready with a helpful tip and a helping
hand.

In 2014, after a hard-fought campaign,
Mark came here and joined us in Con-
gress, representing the First Congres-
sional District of Hawaii. While here,
he served on the Committee on Armed
Services, as well as the Committee on
Small Business, working hard always,
putting first and foremost his constitu-
ents. Even after he was diagnosed and
going through treatment, he was al-
ways there attending his committee
hearings, doing things that no one real-
ly expected he would do.

I was amazed, during our annual
NDAA marathon markup session that
often lasts over 16 straight hours, Mark
was there in the wee hours of the
morning passing out the Hawaii-made
chocolate macadamia nuts to our col-
leagues.

For 17 years, while simultaneously
fulfilling his responsibilities as an
elected official, Mark also served as a
citizen soldier in the Hawaii Army Na-
tional Guard, where he earned the rank
of lieutenant colonel, deployed to Ku-
wait in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and served as president of the
Hawaii Army National Guard Associa-
tion. Because Mark had a master’s de-
gree in public health, he came into the
National Guard as a direct commis-
sioned officer. What this meant in
practical terms was he didn’t have to
go through basic combat training or
0oCs.
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When I came back to Hawaii from my
basic training in South Carolina, I was
assigned to our medical command, the
same unit as Mark. He was a first lieu-
tenant. I was a private first class. As I
was rendering him a salute, he would
joke around, asking me to teach him
how to render a proper salute and how
to march in a formation because he
never got to learn those through basic
training.

Mark was incredibly proud to wear
the uniform. He was deeply committed
to the National Guard, extremely ac-
tive with the National Guard Associa-
tion both in Hawaii and here in Wash-
ington, always looking to find ways to
support the institution and its service
to our soldiers and airmen in Hawaii
and across the country.

I have heard from so many of Mark’s
soldiers and peers in the Hawaii Guard
who express disbelief that he is actu-
ally gone and how much they truly val-
ued the time they spent with him and
served with him.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mark’s service to Hawaii and our Na-
tion spans nearly a quarter century.
His legacy of aloha and his commit-
ment to service touched the lives of so
many people along the way.

All of the stories and remembrances
we will hear today I think capture the
essence of Mark, his heart for service,
his spirit of aloha, his love for God, his
love for his family, and caring and
sharing aloha with everyone.

To our colleagues here today to share
their memories of Mark, thank you for
opening your hearts as we honor and
remember and say aloha to our dear
friend.

To Mark’s staff, thank you for being
strong, for serving Mark and our State
of Hawaii, and continuing to serve the
people of Hawaii through this difficult
time.

Finally, I would like to recognize
Mark’s family, who have just arrived
here in the gallery. I would like to rec-
ognize Mark’s wife, Sami; his children,
Matthew and Kaila; his parents, Erik
and Naomi; and his siblings, Nadine,
Nikki, and Ross, all of whom have been
incredibly generous in sharing their
time and opening their family to all of
us, to people across the State of Ha-
waii, and yesterday during the beau-
tiful and historic service that was held
in Mark’s honor.

I want you to know that you were al-
ways with him wherever he went. He
was always speaking about you proud-
ly. You were the light of his life.

Mahalo, Mark, for the lasting impact
that you had on all of us, for sharing
your aloha with us, and for dedicating
your life to the service of others.

I yield to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. GRAHAM).

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for loaning me her lei
and hosting this Special Order in honor
of our colleague and friend, the late
Congressman Mark Takai of Hawaii.

I was fortunate to develop a very
close friendship with Mark, as we were
part of the same freshman class elected
in 2014, and sat next to each other on
the House Armed Services Committee.

In the panhandle of Florida, the area
I represent, we have an attitude toward
life we call ‘“The North Florida Way.”
It means we care about public service,
we take care of our neighbors, and we
do what is right. And even though the
panhandle is about 5,000 miles from Ha-
waii, The North Florida Way is a lot
like the aloha spirit.

As we have learned here today, Con-
gressman Takai embodies the aloha
spirit. As a public servant, he stands as
a role model for all of us. He first ran
for public office at 27 years old, and
served 10 years in the Hawaii House of
Representatives before coming to Con-
gress. At the same time, he was also
serving in the Hawaii National Guard,
where, over 17 years, he earned the
rank of lieutenant colonel and served
in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Mark cared about his neighbors, rep-
resenting the people of his State with
distinction, and always cared about
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those around him, as a father, a hus-
band, a friend, and a colleague. Sitting
next to him in committee, he would al-
ways greet me with a smile and a warm
aloha. He cared about doing what was
right, especially for his fellow service-
members in the military.

As we remember Congressman Takai
today, I hope we all continue to honor
his memory and aloha spirit through-
out the end of our own service. Let’s
all honor him by practicing a little
more of the aloha spirit every day.

Let’s remember to represent our con-
stituents, to care about each other, and
to do what is right. That is what Mark
always did, and that is what he would
want us to do.

Mark was a role model for us all, in
and out of Congress. Our thoughts,
prayers, and love are with his family.

Ms. GABBARD. I yield to the gentle-
woman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO).

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor and celebrate the life of my
good friend, Congressman Mark Takai
of Hawaii.

Mark was a fierce advocate for the
people of Hawaii and was a champion of
issues important to the AAPI commu-
nity. Prior to his two decades as a rep-
resentative in the Hawaii State House,
Mark briefly lived in Guam, my home,
and attended school there, which
helped to inform his perspectives on
the unique challenges affecting the ter-
ritories.

Here in Congress, Mark was an em-
bodiment of the aloha spirit. I worked
with him on a number of issues impact-
ing Guam, Hawaii, and the Pacific re-
gion. As a member of the House Armed
Services Committee, I truly appre-
ciated his insights and views, espe-
cially his experiences as lieutenant
colonel in the Hawaii Army National
Guard.

Mark’s passing creates a void in Con-
gress that cannot be replaced, but his
life and his legacy will forever live on
in all of us who knew him and in the
many public policies that he helped to
enact to make life for all Americans
better.

On behalf of the people of Guam, I ex-
tend my condolences to his wife, Sami;
his children, Matthew and Kaila; and
the entire Takai family.

Mark, you will be deeply missed. As
we say in Guam: Un Dangkulo na Si
Yu’os Ma’ase, Mark.

Ms. GABBARD. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. TED LIEU).

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to speak about my
friend, Mark Takai.

We came in last year in the freshman
class together. Through various ori-
entation events, my wife, Betty, and
our children had the honor of getting
to know Mark’s family, Sami, Mat-
thew, and Kaila. Having gone to his
beautiful memorial ceremonies in Ha-
waii and here, we had the honor of
meeting Mark’s extended family. The
grace and dignity with which they have
handled this has been tremendous.

I want to talk a little bit about
Mark. He was a joy to be around. He
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was warm, he was happy, he was ener-
getic, and he exemplifies the best of
America. Having served in our Armed
Forces, serving the State legislature
and here in Congress, he always tried
his best to represent Americans and do
what he thought was best.

I know we all dearly miss Mark. I
know that when he said he is going to
be fine and is going to be in heaven, a
smile comes to my face when I think
about Mark looking down at all of us
and how happy he would be to see us
here today. We all miss him dearly.

Ms. GABBARD. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER),
our esteemed minority whip.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for taking this Spe-
cial Order hour.

We are all sad and lament the fact
that an extraordinary human being
was taken from us far too early. I tell
my colleagues, this picture says it all:
that wonderful, warm, accepting, en-
gaging aloha smile that is represented
in this picture of our colleague, Mark
Takai.

I join my colleagues in celebrating
and remembering a life well lived.
Though he only served alongside us in
this House for a short time, he made a
big impact on us all with his kindness,
his sincerity, and his intellect. All of
us admired the steadfastness with
which he fought for his constituents
and the courage with which he fought
his illness. All of us saw Mark on this
floor, determined to serve his constitu-
ents for as long as his health allowed
him to do so.

As was said yesterday, Mark did not
greet us with any self-pity or any
wringing of hands, but with a positive
attitude to the end. I wasn’t with him
at the very end, but my, how we were
blessed to be with him for the short
time that we had him. What an exam-
ple he set for all of us to overcome ad-
versity and welcome opportunities
rather than focusing on that which he
could not do.

Not only was Mark an outstanding
Member of Congress, he was, as has
been said by his fellow officer, a war-
rior willing to serve, to risk, and to
save this great country, its democracy,
and its people.

As a lieutenant colonel in the Hawaii
Army National Guard, he deployed on
Active Duty to Kuwait in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. He earned
the Army’s Meritorious Service Medal
for his achievements there.

We all are standing here to speak of
the meritorious service he gave right
here. Yes, on the battlefield; yes, at the
point of the spear; but right here as
well. He drew on his experience in the
Army as a veteran when he served as
chairman of the House Committee on
Veterans, Military, and International
Affairs in the Hawaii legislature, and
later as a member of the House Com-
mittee on Armed Services here in Con-
gress.

A proud native of Hawaii, Mark dedi-
cated his life and career to the people
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of his beloved State. He was elected to
the Hawaii House of Representatives at
the age of 27. I can empathize with that
because I was elected to the Maryland
State Senate at the age of 27. We
talked about that. Some have entered
earlier, but that was pretty early. It
gave us a great opportunity to serve.

Mark believed strongly that every
child deserves a chance to learn in a
safe and nurturing environment. In my
own State, there are 52 Judy Centers
named after my late wife, who died al-
most 20 years ago, that serve 3-and 4-
year-old children.

Mark had that same kind of compas-
sion and concern and focus on making
sure that young people received all
that we could give them early in life so
that they could succeed later in life, as
Mark Takai did so extraordinarily.

I have other words that I will submit
for the RECORD because there are so
many of my colleagues who want to
speak about Mark and their relation-
ship to him, their respect for him, their
love for him, and his love for us.

I thank Congresswoman GABBARD for
taking this hour, and I thank her for
being such an example. Both of you de-
fine aloha.

God bless.

Mr. Speaker, | join my colleagues today in
remembering the life of our friend, Represent-
ative Mark Takai, who lost his battle against
cancer in July.

Though he only served alongside us in this
House for a short time, he made a big impact
on us all with his kindness, his sincerity, and
his intellect.

All of us admired the steadfastness with
which he fought for his constituents and the
courage with which he fought his illness.

Not only was Mark an outstanding member
of Congress, he also served our nation in uni-
form.

As a lieutenant colonel in the Hawaii Army
National Guard, he deployed on active duty to
Kuwait in support of operation Iragi Freedom,
and he earned the Army’s Meritorious Service
Medal for his achievements there.

He drew on his experiences in the Army
and as a veteran when he served as chairman
of the House Committee on Veterans, Military,
and International Affairs in the Hawaii Legisla-
ture and later as a member of the House
Committee on Armed Services here in Con-
gress.

A proud native of Hawaii, Mark dedicated
his life and career to the people of his beloved
state.

Elected to the Hawaii House of Representa-
tives at the age of twenty-seven, he spent two
decades working hard to improve lives,
strengthen communities, and bring jobs and
opportunity to Hawaii. He championed edu-
cation and fought for better schools.

Mark believed strongly that every child de-
serves a chance to learn in a safe and nur-
turing environment.

He stood up for Hawaii's veterans and
worked to combat homelessness among those
who were coming home from war.

Concerned about the dangers of climate
change and rising sea levels, Mark did more
than just support green energy through tax
credits; he outfitted his own house with solar
panels and drove an electric vehicle to show
others how easy it is to live sustainably.
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When Mark ran for Congress in 2014 and
won, all of us believed he would be making a
difference here in Washington for many, many
years ahead.

He was one of those who loved being a leg-
islator, who had the experience and talent to
get things done in Congress.

All of us are deeply saddened that our
country lost Mark at such a young age, with
surely many great achievements ahead.

Losing a colleague is always difficult, but
with Mark Takai it was more than that—we
lost someone who had quickly become our
friend, someone as warm as he was depend-
able, as jovial as he was wise.

My thoughts continue to be with Mark’s wife
Sami and their two children, Matthew and
Kaila.

My heart goes out to them and to the peo-
ple of Hawaii’s first District he served so ably.

| also offer my condolences again to Sen-
ators SCHATZ and HIRONO and Representative
TuLsl GABBARD, Mark’s colleagues in the Ha-
waii Congressional delegation, who worked
closely with him every day.

We will miss him dearly in the halls of Con-
gress, and | thank Representative GABBARD
for leading the effort to pay tribute to him in
the United States House of Representatives
today.
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Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO).

Mr. TAKANO. Mahalo to my col-
league from Hawaii, Congresswoman
GABBARD, for the time.

Mr. Speaker, on July 20, the world
lost a kind man, this Congress lost a
great leader, and many of us here lost
a very dear friend.

I didn’t expect to have this welling of
emotion.

Mark Takai represented everything
America wants in a public servant. He
was selfless, he was humble, and he was
passionate about strengthening his
community and protecting his country.

He served 17 years in the Hawaii Na-
tional Guard, including a deployment
to Kuwait in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. When he came home, he
fought for the middle class and for the
people of Hawaii.

He will be remembered by me and
many of us here for his incredible spir-
it, which he ©bravely maintained
through his illness. He will be remem-
bered for his easy laugh, which brought
joy to all those who knew him. And he
spent a lifetime working to give a
voice to those who struggled to be
heard.

If I may depart from my prepared re-
marks for a moment, I remember going
to Hawaii for his unofficial swearing-in
in Honolulu with Leader PELOSI, and
just seeing the outpouring of support
from the people who elected him and
the great hope in such a new young
leader from the State of Hawaii, which
has been going through great changes.

Getting to know him here and watch-
ing him, the losses that I feel are just
that he was so full of potential. He
loved Congress. He loved serving. He
loved the potential to change this in-
stitution into a better place. He
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reached out to Republicans, not a mean
bone in his body.

I hesitate to say this last part be-
cause I can’t say the name of the res-
taurant that we both went to in South-
east, in that part of town, but it serves
double-fried Korean chicken wings, and
he thanked me very much that we
could share it. He loved food.

I feel very lucky to have called him a
friend. I will miss him very much.

Thank you. Mahalo to you, Mark
Takai, for having been my friend.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from California (Mr.

AGUILAR).
Mr. AGUILAR. Mahalo, Ms.
GABBARD. I appreciate the gentle-

woman from Hawaii yielding to me to
talk about my colleague and my friend
Mark Takai.

As I stand here in aloha attire, I am
sure my colleague would admire my
dress, yet shake his head at my tie. We
do love our rules here in Congress, but
even the Speaker acknowledged yester-
day that Mark continually talked with
him about the need to embrace the
aloha spirit and to maybe, just maybe,
relax our rules occasionally.

Like many in our class, I met Mark
during freshman orientation in Decem-
ber of 2014, when we were both elected.
Instantly, all of us gravitated to him.
He was easy to love.

As I reflect on the impact that he
had on me, I am struck by four key
things that you will continue to hear
my colleagues share in their stories.

First was his pleasant attitude, de-
meanor, smile, and his full-hearted
laugh. He had a deep concern for his
colleagues, even as he battled his ill-
ness. I can’t tell you the number of
times he would sit right up here and we
would talk about the bills and the
issues of the day, and I would try to
say something to make him laugh, and
he would give that big smile and that
full-throated laugh. He took a lot of
pride in that. I am not sure there is
anyone in this Chamber who didn’t
enjoy spending time with Mark. He was
just that special.

Second was his pride in Hawaii and of
his service in the military. Mark’s eyes
never got bigger than when I told him
that my wife, Alisha, and I were going
to attend the T70th anniversary cere-
mony in Hawaii aboard the USS Mis-
souri, with a bipartisan delegation led
by Mr. FORBES. He was so happy that I
would get an opportunity to meet Ad-
miral Harris, but also to see Oahu and
to enjoy its beauty.

He was the best mayor Oahu never
had is the reality of the situation.
Whether it was restaurants, beaches,
hiking trails, military installations, he
always had a suggestion of something
you should see and do.

We have to go—again, we can’t say
the restaurant names. You have to go
to ‘“‘blank,” and he would tell you the
restaurant’s name that started with a
Z and he said was the President’s fa-
vorite. And that turned into: Let’s go
there right now. And so Sami and
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Alisha and I, we went to this res-
taurant that is unique to Hawaii that
Mark said was the President’s favorite.
When you walked in with Mark, you
were bound to be recognized because he
knew everybody; and you were going to
eat whatever he said, as well.

Third was how driven and competi-
tive he was. Don’t take that smile and
that laugh to mean that he was a push-
over. He was absolutely driven to rep-
resent his region and to do his job ef-
fectively. He would quiz me on the poli-
tics of my district, asking me ques-
tions about my race and giving me ad-
vice. He would talk about his own race
and races in the past, and it was clear
that he wasn’t a pushover when it came
to politics and fighting for his commu-
nities.

But he always had a plan, and that
wasn’t ever more evident than when he
stayed on the floor just about the en-
tire day, State of the Union Day 2015,
to get a prime seat for the State of the
Union. I still have the photo—I looked
at it last night—of him directly behind
Leader PELOSI. She was next to Whip
HOYER, and he is beside JOHN LEWIS.
Mark was a freshman, sitting right
there within camera-shot, wearing his
lei, and he wanted everyone back home
to know he had arrived. It was bril-
liant.

The last point was about his family.
He truly loved his family and his faith.
As fathers spending a significant
amount of time away from our two
kids, we talked about them often, how
proud we were of them, how much we
missed them, and how we used tech-
nology to try to fill the void in commu-
nication. Attending weekend sporting
events for swimming and soccer for
Matthew and Kaila, even if it meant
traveling and being home for only 30
hours, he wanted to do it. He wanted to
be there. He wanted to be present.

Your dad loved you so, so much, and
he talked about you so, so often.

Sami, I don’t know how you do it.
But he would comment on that. He
would look at me, and we would be
huddled in the back back there, and he
would say: We wouldn’t be able to do
anything without our wives. And I said:
Yeah, of course. We know that. He
says: No, no, no. I mean you should
know that. You should send a text mes-
sage or something to Alisha right now.

We spent a relatively short amount
of time with him here in Washington,
D.C., but he touched our lives and was
a source of strength and humor. I will
always remember his spirit, his faith,
and his commitment to his commu-
nity.

Aloha, friend.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
to the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI), our leader.

Ms. PELOSI. What a beautiful pic-
ture of Mark.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman
GABBARD for bringing us together in
this Special Order to salute a very spe-
cial person, our colleague, Mark Takai.

It is a solemn privilege for all of us
today to give voice to the sorrow of the
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U.S. Congress at the passing of our col-
league and dear friend. We have lost
someone truly special, a person who
held the respect and friendship of col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, on
both sides of the Capitol, up and down
Pennsylvania Avenue.

In fact, the President himself paid
tribute to Mark when he died. He said:
““Michelle and I were saddened to learn
of the passing of Representative Mark
Takai.

“Mark was always a fighter,” the
President said. ‘“‘It’s the spirit he
brought to more than two decades of
public service on behalf of the people of
Hawaii.

‘“‘He stood up for America’s most vul-
nerable. He championed our troops and
veterans, and proudly wore our Na-
tion’s uniform. And his relentless push
for cancer research inspired countless
Americans fighting the same battle as
him.

“Simply put, our country is better
off,” the President said, ‘‘our country
is better off because of Mark’s con-
tributions. He leaves a legacy of cour-
age, of service, and of hope.”’

Michelle and he said: ‘“‘Our thoughts
and prayers are with Mark’s wife,
Sami, their two children, and many
friends and family.”

Many of the friends and family are
here today: Sami, of course; Matthew
and Kaila; his parents, Mark’s parents,
Erik and Naomi; his sister, Nadine; her
husband, Ronnie, and daughter Nelani;
his sister, Nikki; his brother, Ross; his
father-in-law, Gary Kai; and all of the
people of Hawaii who may be watching
this, certainly all of our colleagues.

He was effective from the start, I
think, because he was such an experi-
enced legislator, 20 years in the Hawaii
Legislature, and that made him, with
his energy and as our colleague, Mr.
AGUILAR said, his competitiveness.

Who but a competitive soul, and an
imaginative one, would be bringing
leis—I guess it is lei, singular is plu-
ral—to Selma to match what happened
in the sixties, when Martin Luther
King and our colleague JOHN LEWIS
wore leis in the march. And who but he
would, only a few weeks in Congress,
decide that all these hundreds of lei
would be sent from Hawaii for people
to wear on the 50th anniversary of
Selma.

As I said yesterday in Statuary Hall,
many of the Members were thinking,
“Why didn’t I think of that?’’ but that
is how Mark was. I don’t want to say
competitive, but nonetheless.

As far as his seating here, Mr.
AGUILAR, I was privileged to appoint
him as a part of the escort committee.
Because of the President’s origins in
Hawaii, I wanted Hawaii to be rep-
resented on the escort committee; but
as you said, he exploited the oppor-
tunity, and we were glad that he did.

I really wish that he were here, but I
wish that everyone could have seen
him on our codel to Asia. Congress-
woman MATSUI did, and others. We
were in Burma, Cambodia, Xorea,
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Japan, Vietnam. We began in Cali-
fornia, came to Hawaii to be briefed at
the Pacific Command, to go on to Asia
and then come back through Alaska.

Now, here he was, a relatively new
Member of Congress. This was like
April of last year. He was in Congress
maybe 3, 4 months, but he was on the
Armed Services Committee, so he
spoke with great authority because
this was a security trip as well as a
values, human rights trip and our eco-
nomic interests trip.

So I said to him—getting back to Mr.
AGUILAR—I said to him: We are going
to begin in California with some brief-
ings, and then we will go to Hawaii,
and then you will preside as we meet
with the Pacific Command. So would
you like to join us in California?

He said: Would I like to join you in
California? I could be home with Sami.
I could have a night with Sami or I
could be with all of you in California. I
will meet you in Hawaii.

It was very clear that any chance he
got he wanted to be with his family.

Certainly he, again, was part of the
delegation. Only a few months in Con-
gress, with such dignity, we forgot that
he was a new Member of Congress.
With great knowledge of our national
security, with great diplomacy in how
he conveyed his thoughts, and every
place he went, he was beautifully re-
ceived. I wish all of you could have
seen how, especially in Japan, where
they took special interest to embrace
him as a Japanese American Member
of Congress.
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Everything he did, he did with excel-
lence. He died as he had lived: loved
and surrounded by family and friends,
with great dignity and great courage.
He used his time well—used his time
well—and, again, understood what the
opportunity of serving in Congress was,
and he made an honorable contribu-
tion. His service here brought luster to
the Congress.

It is a privilege to call him colleague
for all of us, and an even bigger privi-
lege to call him friend. In the Hawaiian
way of family, he has bound us to-
gether. We are all family. I hope that
the Takai family knows that they have
family always in the Congress of the
United States.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from American
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN).

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate the life of a
truly good and humble man.

In the time I had the pleasure of
knowing Mark, I was able to call him
not only a colleague, but also, proudly,
a friend.

Mark and I came to Congress in the
same class almost 2 short years ago.
Upon meeting Mark, I instantly knew
that I had a new colleague that I could
talk openly to, and I knew that he
would always listen with an open mind.
We also shared a mutual love and de-
sire to serve our constituents who also
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have so much in common, including a
shared heritage.

Mark’s heart was that of a public
servant. Always willing to do whatever
it took to best serve the people of Ha-
waii, Mark set an example for us all on
how to put our communities above our-
selves and serve for the betterment of
everyone. This includes his service in
the United States Army National
Guard, during which time he served as
a medical officer in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

I want to express my deepest condo-
lences to Mark’s wife, Sami, his two
children, Matthew and Kaila, and wish
for them comfort during this difficult
time. I know that they can take solace
in the fact that Mark was a great man
who will always be respected and re-
vered not for what he did for himself,
but what he did for others.

I am grateful for the opportunity to
talk about my friend, Mark. He will be
dearly missed.

I thank Representative GABBARD.
God bless Mark, his family, and the
United States.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE).

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I thank my col-
league, Ms. GABBARD, for her very elo-
quent words yesterday. All the speak-
ers did a remarkable job in a ceremony
that was sad and poignant that really
captured the spirit of who Mark was.

In the Hawaiian Islands, there is a
word for family. Forgive my pronuncia-
tion—being from Pennsylvania—if I
botch this, but I believe it is pro-
nounced ohana. Ask anyone who lived
or grew up there and they will tell you
it is more than a word. It refers to not
only your immediate family, but to ex-
tended family and beyond, even to
strangers that you may not know. It is
a very unique and strong bond amongst
the Hawaiian people who live there.

I experienced that ohana firsthand
when I met Mark and his family during
our congressional orientation. Sami
and my wife, Jenny, immediately bond-
ed, as did Mark and I, and the way
Matthew and Kaila played with our
daughter, Abby.

I have many memories of that ori-
entation and I actually was looking at
a number of the pictures last night re-
flecting on Mark, reflecting on the
ceremony yesterday, and preparing for
today.

As Leader PELOSI pointed out, this
picture of Mark really captures his
warmth, his spirit, and the way he ap-
proached life. It inspires me, and I
think all of us, to approach each and
every day with a smile on our face no
matter the difficulties of the moment
or the seeming difficulties that in the
larger scheme of things might not
quite be as difficult or as important as
we take them to be.

In this political crucible that we call
Congress, Mark brought his personal
sense of ohana to our body politic: his
sense of understanding and willingness
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to find compromise where there often
seemed to be none, his sense of seeing
you as a friend with differences to
work out and not as an adversary or an
enemy, and his commitment to making
sure we all found the common ground
that so often eludes us.

He was here a brief period of time,
but he left his mark. Any of us may
serve 2 years or 20 years or beyond. I
don’t think each of us, though, will be
able to say that we have actually left
our mark. I hope we will be able to. It
can be said about Mark Takai in his
short period here that he touched every
single person who knew him.

I love you, Mark, and I miss you. I
love his beautiful family.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
LOWENTHAL).

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Congresswoman GABBARD for
giving us this opportunity to say a few
words about somebody whom we cared
about and respected so much and who
brought so much joy and positivity to
this Congress.

To his family—to Sami, to Matthew,
and to Kaila, thank you for sharing
him with us. It meant a lot to us.

The Hawaiian word ‘‘pono” means
righteousness. It is the idea that moral
character leads to happiness. It means
doing what is morally right and self-
less. It is the word that so captures my
feelings about Mark Takai, and that is
what we see here in this picture.

Too often our society takes the no-
tion of public service for granted. Mark
was the embodiment of the idea of pub-
lic service, an idea that he was so
proud to take part in—first, in the
military and, at the same time, also
continuing on in government.

As I mentioned before in this House,
Mark was a force of positivity. He was
a leader who did not lead by force of
will, but he led by being humble. He
listened, he was effective at what he
did, and he always brought us great
warmth.

He was the embodiment of bravery
first in his service to his Nation—our
Nation—and then in his battle against
cancer. His passing is a great loss to
his family, to Hawaii, for this Cham-
ber, and our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, we have truly lost one
of the good guys.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
BEYER).

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman GABBARD for sched-
uling this Special Order.

Mr. Speaker, Mark was a special
presence in the freshman class of the
114th Congress. He brought his Hawai-
ian cheer to every room he entered,
and I got to enjoy this perhaps more
than most because he was my fourth-
floor Cannon hallmate.

Early on, Mark decided that as
hallmates, our staffs should get to-
gether and break bread. A Hawaiian
pizza party was born, and Mark burst
in with a hearty aloha and bearing
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gifts of chocolate-covered Macadamia
nuts and Hawaiian coffee. He regaled
the staff with a few good stories, and it
always seems that he led with his is-
land shirt, a lei, and an enormous smile
wherever he went.

Our hearts are with Sami and the
children. Mark will be sorely missed.

After Mark was diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer, he was resolute, brave,
and determined to do all possible to
battle a very difficult disease. But
months later, when it was clear that
Mark was dying, he seemed different to
me. He grieved for his children, for
Sami, for his myriad friends, and per-
haps especially for all that he wanted
to accomplish here in the people’s
House.

We never know when our time will
come, and Mark’s life and death teach-
es us that we must make the most of
each and every day. Mark Takai was a
superlative role model and a beloved
friend.

God bless you, Mark, and all your
generations to come.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH).

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr.
thank the gentlewoman.

Twenty-eight years—1988—that is
how long I have known Mark. As long
as I have known him, he always was
the champion for the most vulnerable.
We met at the University of Hawaii. He
was the serious one—if you can imag-
ine that—and focused.

At the Ka Leo O Hawaii student
newspaper where he was editor, he in-
vestigated sexual harassment at a time
when victims were routinely blamed
and disbelieved. Perhaps that is not too
hard to believe because even today that
is happening, but almost 30 years ago,
he stood up for the victims.

We were there watching him as he
stood up and was sued by the very same
union that later on became some of his
biggest supporters for his stance on
education. In fact, he brought millions
back to Hawaii for education—work
that took not months or years, but
sometimes a decade of steady work.

He was worried about the education
of our military children who must fol-
low their servicemember parents from
base to base. He wanted to make sure
that they got good, continuous edu-
cation and did not lose out because
their parents were serving our Nation.

Mark had so many aspects to him.
Some of it was funny, some of it was
annoying, and some of it was so unique
to him. But it was all part of what a
great person—a great human being—he
was.

I remember the months of emails and
conversations we would have long dis-
tance—I was in Illinois and he was in
Hawaii—when he was about to get his
first Nissan LEAF. He was so proud he
would get the very first one on the is-
lands, and then his annoyance when
the commanding general of the Hawaii
National Guard got the first one and he
got the second. I told him he was being
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ridiculous, that it didn’t matter, and
that what he was doing was going to be
good for the environment and the
world regardless. I had no idea that I
was opening the door for years and
years of conversations with Mark
where he would detail exactly how
much wattage he had sold back to Ha-
waii Electric from the solar panels on
his roof or how long he had been able
to go without having to recharge his
electric vehicle.

He was there when my husband con-
vinced me that we should ourselves buy
an electric vehicle and the conversa-
tions the two of them would have
about how important it was. It tried
even this progressive Democrat’s pa-
tience.

But he was always also there for oth-
ers. I think one of the greatest skills
that Mark had was to get others to join
him in his cause, whatever that was; to
get others to come and help share the
load, whatever the load needed to be.
Every time I went to Hawaii, whether
it was on a family vacation or just to
visit my mom who, by the way, lived in
Pearl City, his Hawaii district, he
would say: ‘“Tammy, I need you to do
this. I need you to go to this middle
school and talk to these kids. Tammy,
I need you to come do this. I need you
to go to the University of Hawaii. I
want you to go to the memorial. We
need to talk and be there for the family
of this fallen servicemember. Do you
remember your friend from the Hawaii
Guard?”’ It was always: “Tammy, we
have got something to do.”
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And do you know what? He made it
so much fun that you always did any-
way. You went, and you were better for
it, Hawaii was better for it, and the
constituency got the service of a man
who was never, ever on vacation, who
never stopped.

One of the things that I think you
have heard from other folks here was
just the pure joy of living that Mark
had—all the meals that we would eat.
He would show up, and you might just
want to go get a sandwich someplace,
but you were always off for an adven-
ture for a new restaurant or a better
place to eat.

It was actually at one of those unfor-
gettable meals when he mentioned to
me that he was interested in running
for Congress. The minute he said it, I
knew that I was on board because he
was perfect for this House. He was per-
fect to be here to work on behalf of not
just the people of Hawaii but for the
people of the United States. He was au-
dacious but gentle. He was crusading
and firm. I couldn’t think of anyone
who ©belonged here more. He had
planned to serve for years, decades,
gaining seniority to serve Hawaii.

I miss him every day. He would sit in
that seat over there next to me in my
wheelchair. I don’t sit there now. I
stopped when he could no longer be
here. It was too much to try to sit next
to the empty seat where Mark would
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sit. I would only go back when he was
back here to vote.

Before his illness, we had planned to
reserve adjacent military morale wel-
fare recreation cabins at Barking
Sands missile range for a joint family
vacation. As he took a turn for the
worse, he actually came up to me on
this floor and said he was sorry, he was
sorry that he couldn’t keep our date
with our families. The man was dying,
and he was apologizing to me. That was
Mark.

Even as he was fighting for his life,
as he was working to secure the future
for his two beloved children and the
love of his life, he was concerned for
others. He sat through the entire
NDAA until 3:00 in the morning. When
we were exhausted and tired and didn’t
think we could make it, there was
Mark, fighting cancer, a big smile on
his face, flashing a shaka to everyone.

I will treasure always one of our final
trips together to Israel where we vis-
ited an Iron Dome battery together.
Even as he was fighting for his life, he
was concerned and working to ensure
that the security of our Nation and our
ally Israel was secure.

I am so glad he made it here and that
he served. I am so glad that he made
such a big difference in so many lives
here. But that was Mark. From the
time he was a young man to the day
that he left us, he was about service to
others. Thank you very much—mahalo
nui loa—Mark, for being my friend, for
showing me how to be a better person,
and for showing me a better way to
serve. I miss you. I will never forget
you. Until we meet again—a hui kaua.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
to the gentlewoman from California
(Mrs. TORRES).

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman GABBARD.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the life and the legacy of my colleague,
Mark Takai. I first met Mark when we
were elected together. We were fresh-
men, and we were going through ori-
entation. All of us were competing for
staff office space and competing on who
could get to class the quickest and who
could find their way from point A to
point B the quickest. We had a lot of
fun together, and we got to know each
other through those brief few days.

After we returned to Washington, we
were sworn in as Members of Congress.
I have a clear memory of how deeply
Mark cared about his home State and
his family. Congress is a tough place,
and Mark was even tougher. Mark and
I were competing for a subcommittee
assignment on the Natural Resources
Committee. He and I both wanted to
serve on the Natural Resources Com-
mittee Subcommittee on Indian, Insu-
lar and Alaska Native Affairs that
oversaw the territories’ natural re-
sources of Hawaii and Alaska native af-
fairs. I got the spot, and Mark came
marching into my office with chocolate
in his hand. He didn’t make an appoint-
ment, by the way, and he had no staff
with him. We were going to have a con-
versation, more of a spar over this
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committee assignment. And over choc-
olate, Mark made me promise that his
beautiful home State of Hawaii would
always be my priority, and I did.

Mark created so many opportunities
for us to visit and get to know his
home State, the beauty that it offers
with its natural resources. He actually
created a long list of people that I
should meet in order to fully under-
stand the needs of the island. I am
sorry, Mark, that I didn’t get to join
you in Hawaii, but thank you for the
opportunity to know you.

Sami, thank you for sharing such a
wonderful man with not only the fresh-
men class, but with the entire member-
ship of Congress and the Senate. We
love Mark, we love you, and your fam-
ily, and we are here for you.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
great sadness to honor a colleague and a
friend, Congressman Mark Takai.

Even though | only had two short years to
work with Mark, that’s all | needed to gain a
sense of his overwhelming passion for public
service. He served Hawaii as a state rep-
resentative for 20 years, and defended our
freedoms as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Ha-
waii Army National Guard. Mark honorably
represented his constituents in the House of
Representatives, and was a model to those
who put service to others before themselves.

He always talked about his wife Sami, and
kids, Matthew and Kaila. He beamed with ex-
citement when they were coming to visit or
when he was going back home.

Mark was very humble—when he was curi-
ous about something he didn’t hesitate to ask
questions. He was a fierce advocate for Ha-
waii, small businesses, and veterans, and was
always thinking of ways to help. We are all
better for having known him, and he will be
missed.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and remember a friend and dear col-
league who was taken from us far too soon.

Congressman Mark Takai was a true states-
man, public servant and an inspiration to each
and every person who had the honor of know-
ing him. All of us in this Chamber are heart-
broken by this loss.

Throughout his life—as a National Guards-
men, a leader in the Hawaii state legislature,
and as a Member of Congress, Mark epito-
mized what it means to serve.

He fought tenaciously to better the lives of
his constituents, and showed courage and
strength in the face of adversity.

Mark loved his family—his wife Sami and
his children Matthew and Kaila. He wanted to
make this country better for them and for ev-
eryone who calls it home.

Mark was an example of what Congress
should be, and his legacy will live on through
his vision and unyielding commitment to
bettering the lives of others.

My sincerest thoughts and prayers continue
to be with Mark’s family. | can only imagine
the sense of loss they feel, because | lost a
friend and there is a hole in my heart.

We thank them for sharing Mark with us.
May they find comfort in knowing that his im-
pact on the American people and the people
of Hawaii is indelible and will not be forgotten.
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REMEMBERING THE LATE
HONORABLE MARK TAKAI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr. HONDA)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MATSUI).

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ms. GABBARD for bringing us together
here this afternoon.

I have to say that this is a special
time here for all of us. I was sitting
here listening to all of the wonderful
memories of Mark. We are so privileged
to have known Mark.

May I just say this: I have been in
and around Congress a long time, and
this is so highly unusual for an indi-
vidual, any individual, who has been
here to have this kind of response.
Mark was special. Amongst our sadness
that we feel here, we can’t help but
smile when we think about him. That
is what he did for us all the time.

I didn’t know Mark very long at all,
but I feel like I have known Mark for-
ever. He has been a joy to all of us. He
is somebody that has come into our
lives and grabbed our hearts in such a
meaningful way. And he came to Con-
gress with a purpose. He said: Oh, he is
merely a freshman. Mark Takai was
never merely a freshman. He came with
his commitment and his duty and his
love of country wanting to do the best
thing.

His impact was immediate. He had
already been in the legislature and
served in the Army National Guard. He
had experience. He understood what it
meant to be American and to do the
right thing. He also understood what it
meant to be a loving father, a husband,
a son, and a wonderful sibling. He was
the complete person. We don’t meet
many of those people in our lives. And
when we do, we remember, we will al-
ways remember.

He demonstrated a selfless dedication
to public service, to all of us, from a
young age, by being a State representa-
tive for two decades, and through his
service to our country in the Army Na-
tional Guard and in Congress for such a
short time.

My memories of him are just so joy-
ful because I watched his commitment.
I went on that trip with Leader PELOSI
last April, and he was so privileged to
be a part of that group. As the Leader
said, we started out in San Francisco
and then we went to Hawaii. We met
many service people, and we were
meeting the military with security as-
pects in mind.

Leader PELOSI said to Mark: Mark,
you are our expert here, you have
served, and you understand.

And Mark said: Oh, yes, ma’am.

Then he turned to me after a while
and said: DORIS, I am just a freshman.

I said: You are not a freshman; you
know what is going on; and you can
stand up to the generals and everyone
else because you understand.
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And do you know what? He was our
expert, and we were so proud of him
throughout that whole trip.

That is what I remember so much
about him. He took responsibility, but
he also understood the human side. Be-
cause on that trip, as we went through
our official duties, there would be
Mark always with a smile and a laugh
and always trying to find a better place
to eat, a place he had heard about from
someone he met on the street, some
person who said: You have got to try
this little restaurant.

So sometimes after our official din-
ners, he would say: Do you want to go
to this little restaurant that I just
found?

We would say: No, we don’t want to
do that.

But do you know what? He was a
Pied Piper. He was a Pied Piper, and we
wanted to be with him.

We are going to miss him so much.
He was a complete person. We love
him. We are going to miss him.

Let me just say this: Sami, Matthew,
Kaila, the family, we will never forget
him. He touched us in a way that few
people have. We love him, and we will
miss him. We love you, and we will al-
ways remember him.
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LOFGREN).

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, so much
has been said about Mark today, I can’t
repeat it all. But as I have been look-
ing at this picture, I just find it hard to
accept that he is gone.

You know, we meet each other here
in the House. There are 435 people. We
don’t know each person who is here. We
tend to meet each other best when we
serve on committees. I actually first
met Mark on the airplane, of course,
because each Member of the California
delegation flies home to California
every week. It is to be forgiven if Mem-
bers from Hawaii or Samoa don’t go
every week because, by the time you
get there, it is time to come back to
Washington, but Mark went home
every week. And I would get on that
plane, and there he would be, because
he was so devoted not only to his con-
stituents, but to his wife and to his
children. He needed to be with them
every week.

Much has been said about this trip to
Asia. I was on that trip. And on these
congressional delegations, spouses are
invited to come to keep company with
the Members. My husband was not able
to come, and Mark’s wife was not able
to come either, so we sat next to each
other for that entire trip. I heard all
about his wonderful wife and his won-
derful children throughout that trip in
Asia.

I have such precise memories of
Mark, as DORIS MATSUI has said. He
was a freshman Member but someone
who was on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, who had served in Iraq, who
was Active Duty Hawaii National
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Guard, and who spoke with such clarity
and poise not only with our American
military, but, as we met with foreign
leaders, was able to hold his own.

I have vivid memories of us meeting
with the communists in Vietnam and
facing off with those communist lead-
ers to advocate for human rights. Mark
did that for freedom. He believed in
freedom. He believed in this country.
He loved his family. He loved this insti-
tution.

We will miss him greatly. But I actu-
ally think, in a way that is very pro-
found, his short time here has changed
this institution for the better. We
thank Mark for that, and we thank his
family for letting him serve here with
us.
Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN).

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman HONDA for yielding.

It is a great sadness to lose a neigh-
bor, and Mark Takai was my neighbor.
He was a man of the Pacific, an is-
lander. And though our islands are
thousands of miles apart, for the people
of the Pacific, distance does not sepa-
rate. Distance and the knowledge that
we have the stamina, the ability to
read sea and sky and the courage to
trust in our own capacity—distance
connects us. Distance makes us neigh-
bors. Mark Takai was my neighbor. As
islanders, our foothold is trimmed by
the vast sea, but our vision sweeps be-
yond the horizon.

Look at the legislation Mark Takai
brought out in his brief time here. We
can see the islander’s breadth of vision
reflected in his concerns: veterans, stu-
dents, small-business people, home-
owners. Mark Takai took them all to
heart, wanted to help them all.

As an islander, he cared too. He cared
a lot about the natural environment.
We who have so little land cherish it
all the more. We take seriously our re-
sponsibility to steward the land, to
pass it on to the next generation whole
and thriving. We honor the deep wis-
dom that the land is inseparable; my
land and yours are one.

We know the union of neighbors.
Mark Takai was my neighbor. Here in
Congress as well, Mark’s office stands
across the hall from mine in Cannon.
We could have opened both our doors
and, seated at our desks, seen each
other at work. We would pass in the
hall, share a word, feel the connection
of our shared experience. We both trav-
eled a very long way from very dif-
ferent cultures to be here. In that, we
were neighbors. Now his door is closed.
Now his lights are dimmed.

Farewell, Mark. Farewell, neighbor.

Our Lord decides our time—I Saina
Man Des Popone.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I was
going to start out by saying that I rise
today in mourning, but I don’t think it
is about mourning. It is about cele-
brating Mark’s life.

We have heard all about Mark’s char-
acter, his person, his presence in this
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Hall; and I think it is important for
not only the family to hear this, but
for Matthew and Kaila to hear it, too.

For their short lives, they must have
shared their dad intermittently. And
while he was here, I used to ask him:
Did you call home? Did you call your
kids? Well, he always said yes, so I
stopped asking him because I knew
that that was part of the way he lived
his life here.

It is fitting that we talk about Mark
here in the dome, the Capitol, because
I think there are three places that
Mark did his work. He did his work in
church, under this dome, and his home,
and he did it well. He did it according
to, I think, the way his parents had
raised him, both Erik and Naomi. I
could tell because, when he used my
car, he returned it better than I gave it
to him: clean and with the tank full.

I didn’t know he was so much into
sustainable energy, so I hope it didn’t
offend him if he drove the hybrid. But
I certainly feel good every time I sit in
the car right now, because I know he
was there with Sami, his family, when-
ever he went to church or took the
drive to Baltimore for treatment.

I always told him that my prayers
are with him because I believe in the
power of prayer. But I suppose that
there is a greater power, and that is
the will of his Savior. I think he is
with him right now.

I tried to think of a way to describe
Mark here in front of his family and
his two youngsters, but I guess because
church is such an important aspect of
his life—I know that because he and
Sami would go to church a lot, consist-
ently, faithfully, to the First Pres-
byterian Church of Honolulu at
Ko’olau and here in Virginia. So that
told me that, between his upbringing
and his faith, that everything that peo-
ple talk about was a pure reflection of
his upbringing and the kind of person
he was.

To Naomi and Erik, you have done
good, and I know that he had followed
your teachings, because when you were
staying over, you left behind a lot of
kakimochi, Hawaiian coffee. And I
have to tell you, for the record, I never
shared it because it was so meaningful
and delightful to have eaten that stuff
by myself, but I also know that that is
part of aloha, that is part of being
ohana.

So those things I have learned from
Mark. I am older than he is, but I still
learned that, as a son, as a husband, as
a father, as a brother, as an uncle, that
how we live is the demonstration of a
person’s life.

I think that someone said earlier:
What would Mark do? What would
Mark say? I suspect that Mark, when
he would wonder what he had to do, he
would probably say: What would Jesus
do? And I think that that would be
probably an accurate statement.

Mark lived his life well, and he lived
his life in such a way that it is some-
thing that I wanted to be able to copy,
because I always look for something
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that makes me a better person. He was
gentle, Christlike, thoughtful,
kashikoi, and at peace with himself.
And I think that sense of peace is the
strength that we saw every day here.
The day that he came back from the
hospital, he was here on the floor, and
the first thing he said to me, as he said
to TAMMY: How are you? He asked me
how I was. He demonstrated to me that
the way you are, the way you speak,
the way you behave is another way of
ministering to others of who you are
and what you believe in.

When he came down here with his
friend Scott Nishimoto, they did bor-
row my car to visit another friend who
was recuperating at the hospital from
her battle wounds, TAMMY DUCKWORTH.

So even though it was a short time
that I had been able to know Mark,
your dad, he was a wonderful example
of someone that I would hope and
imagine that you would be able to keep
in mind and try to emulate also. There
is nothing greater than children who
would want to be like their parents,
and I think that this is something that
you might want to consider.

Every day when I was a kid, my dad
used to say: When you leave this house,
be a mirror. I said: Be a mirror? He
said: Yes, be a good reflection of who
you are and where you come from so
that you will always bring pride to our
family.

So, Matthew, Kaila, you shared your
dad with us, and I hope that you get
the sense that the idea of immortality
is what my dad used to say: Immor-
tality is sharing a bit of yourself with
somebody else. They take that which
was shared and pass it on to others,
and that is an earthly immortality.

But right now, he is with his own
Savior, and he is waiting. And I think
that our faith will sustain us and give
us strength to move on and live life as
he has taught us and has taught you.

To the family, thank you for allow-
ing me to be briefly part of your ohana
and your friend.

I will sign off from this floor to both
you, Matthew and Kaila, as TUncle
Mike.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SPEIER).
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from our beautiful State
of Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) for giving us
the opportunity to reflect on an ex-
traordinary man.

To the family, let me say, as I was
sitting here and contemplating the
pain and anguish and loss that you
feel, I also was reflecting on the fact
that many people leave this Chamber
after they have served their time. They
may be remembered by a moment of si-
lence, maybe not.

As painful as it is to have lost Mark
and in the way that you have lost him,
I hope there is some solace, some balm
that will soothe you in knowing how
extraordinary it is to have a person
like Mark, who has served in this
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House, be so loved to the point that we
would have a special ceremony in Stat-
uary Hall and we would spend an hour
reflecting on his life.

It is a great reflection on his family.
It is a great reflection on our country
that we have so recognized such an
outstanding leader.

When I think of Mark, I think of a
number of words to describe him. I
think of grace. I think of stoic courage.
I think of integrity. Now, many people
have spoken about the grace with
which he handled this horrific disease
and the stoic courage he showed.

I am going to spend a few minutes
just talking about integrity. I have
been working on an issue for some time
here in Congress on the incidence of
military sexual trauma and the fact
that there is so much of it that goes on
that goes unaddressed. Each year, 1
have brought an amendment to the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act to
try and take these cases out of the
chain of command. I have not suc-
ceeded.

I took it up last March and was cer-
tainly counting the votes, but I wasn’t
counting Mark as one of those votes
because my experience had been that
those who have served in leadership in
the military would side with the mili-
tary and not be willing to take these
cases out of the chain of command.

You can imagine how shocked and in
awe I was of him when not only did he
vote for the amendment—which was a
huge message to the entire membership
of the committee that someone ac-
tively in the military would recognize
the importance of this reform—he
spoke up in favor of it. That is a man
of extraordinary integrity. I will for-
ever be grateful to him for cracking
open the myth that members of the
military don’t recognize the impor-
tance of dealing with that issue.

Mark Takai, you live on for all of us.
You are a great example for all of us as
to how to lead as a Member of Congress
with great dignity, with great integ-
rity, and with great grace.

Mr. HONDA. I yield back the balance
of my time.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind the Members that
clause 7 of rule XVII does not permit
references to occupants of the gallery.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 20 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, Sep-
tember 19, 2016, at 2 p.m.

——
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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6851. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment of Defense Chemical Demilitariza-
tion Program Semi-Annual Report to Con-
gress for September 2016, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1521(j); Public Law 99-145, Sec. 1412 (as
amended by Public Law 112-239, Sec. 1421(a));
(126 Stat. 204); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

6852. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement: New Des-
ignated Country-Moldova (DFARS Case 2016-
D028) [Docket: DARS-2016-0032] (RIN: 0750-
AJO07) received September 14, 2016, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

6853. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy,
transmitting the Department’s interim final
rule — Department of Energy Property Man-
agement Regulations (RIN: 1991-AB73) re-
ceived September 14, 2016, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

68564. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to persons undermining
democratic processes or institutions in
Zimbabwe that was declared in Executive
Order 13288 of March 6, 2003, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c);
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

6855. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Venezuela that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13692 of March 8,
2015, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

6856. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Ukraine that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13660 of March 6,
2014, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

6857. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Bureau of Indus-
try and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Revisions to the Entity List [160609506-6506-
01] (RIN: 0694-AHO00) received September 14,
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

6858. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Bureau of Indus-
try and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendments to Existing Validated End-User
Authorization in the People’s Republic of
China: Boeing Tianjin Composites Co. Ltd.
[Docket No.: 160810722-6722-01] (RIN: 0694-
AHO05) received September 12, 2016, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

6859. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Bureau of Indus-
try and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Wassenaar Arrangement 2015 Plenary Agree-
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ments Implementation, Removal of Foreign
National Review Requirements, and Informa-
tion Security TUpdates [160217120-6120-01]
(RIN: 0694-AG85) received September 12, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

6860. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Legislative Affairs, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Second Quarter re-
port of Settlements Against the United
States Exceeding $2 Million and Settlements
by the United States with Nonmonetary Re-
lief Exceeding Three Years, pursuant to 28
U.S.C. 530D(a)(1); Public Law 107-273, Sec.
202(a); (116 Stat. 1771); to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

6861. A letter from the Chair, Committee
on Rules of Practice and Procedure, Judicial
Conference of the United States, transmit-
ting a letter regarding the pending amend-
ment to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
4(m); to the Committee on the Judiciary.

6862. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, Small
Business Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s interim final rule — Civil
Penalties Inflation Adjustments (RIN: 3245-
AG80) received September 12, 2016, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

6863. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-
2016-3696; Directorate Identifier 2015-NM-113-
AD; Amendment 39-18625; AD 2016-17-12] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 12, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6864. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; PILATUS Aircraft Ltd. Airplanes
[Docket No.: FAA-2016-7026; Directorate
Identifier 2016-CE-016-AD; Amendment 39-
18620; AD 2016-17-07] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received
September 12, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6865. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2016-3990; Directorate Identifier
2015-NM-1563-AD; Amendment 39-18622; AD
2016-17-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Sep-
tember 12, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6866. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; RUAG Aerospace Services GmbH Air-
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2016-6983; Direc-
torate Identifier 2016-CE-012-AD; Amendment
39-18618; AD 2016-17-05] received September
12, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6867. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2016-0463; Directorate Identifier
2015-NM-155-AD; Amendment 39-18623; AD
2016-17-10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Sep-
tember 12, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6868. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Textron Aviation, Inc. Airplanes
[Docket No.: FAA-2016-8992; Directorate
Identifier 2016-CE-021-AD; Amendment 39-
18621; AD 2016-17-08] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received
September 12, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6869. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2016-8846; Directorate Identifier
2016-NM-046-AD; Amendment 39-18624; AD
2016-17-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Sep-
tember 12, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6870. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2016-4221; Directorate Identifier
2015-NM-167-AD; Amendment 39-18619; AD
2016-17-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Sep-
tember 12, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6871. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — IFR Altitudes; Miscella-
neous Amendments [Docket No.: 31093;
Amdt. No.: 528] received September 12, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

6872. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; International Aero Engines AG Tur-
bofan Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2016-4123;
Directorate Identifier 2016-NE-06-AD;
Amendment 39-18640; AD 2016-18-10] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 12, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6873. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2015-3986; Directorate Identifier
2015-NM-057-AD; Amendment 39-18613; AD
2016-16-156] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Sep-
tember 12, 2016, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6874. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-
2016-4226; Directorate Identifier 2015-NM-095-
AD; Amendment 39-18616; AD 2016-17-03] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 12, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6875. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
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tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-
2015-8463; Directorate Identifier 2014-NM-226-
AD; Amendment 39-18612; AD 2016-16-14] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received September 12, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

6876. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; All Hot Air Balloons [Docket No.:
FAA-2016-8989; Directorate Identifier 2016-
CE-025-AD; Amendment 39-18617; AD 2016-17-
04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received September 12,
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6877. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E
Airspace; Dupree, SD [Docket No.: FAA-2015-
3599; Airspace Docket No.: 15-AGL-14] re-
ceived September 12, 2016, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

6878. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E
Airspace; Slaton, TX [Docket No.: FAA-2016-
3785; Airspace Docket No.: 16-ASW-9] re-
ceived September 12, 2016, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

6879. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments [Docket No.: 31089;
Amdt. No.: 3707] received September 12, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

6880. A letter from the Trial Attorney, Fed-
eral Railroad Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — System Safety
Program [Docket No.: FRA-2011-0060; Notice
No.: 3] (RIN: 2130-AC31) received September
12, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 1296. A bill to amend
the San Luis Rey Indian Water Rights Set-
tlement Act to clarify certain settlement
terms, and for other purposes (Rept. 114-747).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself and
Ms. NORTON):
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H.R. 6035. A bill to ensure that Medicaid
beneficiaries have the opportunity to receive
care in a home and community-based set-
ting; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself and
Mr. COHEN):

H.R. 6036. A bill to extend the civil statute
of limitations for victims of Federal sex of-
fenses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself and
Mr. FARR):

H.R. 6037. A bill to amend the Peace Corps
Act to expand services and benefits for vol-
unteers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. STIVERS (for himself, Mrs.
BEATTY, Mr. TIBERI, Mr. CHABOT, Mr.
GIBBS, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr.
RENACCI, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. LATTA, Mr.
TURNER, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr.
JOYCE, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. SESSIONS,
and Mr. FINCHER):

H.R. 6038. A bill to designate the Veterans
Memorial and Museum in Columbus, Ohio, as
the National Veterans Memorial and Mu-
seum, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, and in addition
to the Committee on Natural Resources, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. HARDY:

H.R. 6039. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to redistribute unused
residency positions to hospitals in States
with shortages of residents and health pro-
fessionals, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. ROKITA:

H.R. 6040. A bill to provide supplemental
appropriations to respond to the Zika virus,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Appropriations, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Budget, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio (for himself, Mr.
KING of New York, and Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY):

H.R. 6041. A bill to require the Secretary of
Transportation to issue a rule requiring all
new passenger motor vehicles to be equipped
with a child safety alert system, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER:

H.R. 6042. A bill to nullify certain proposed
regulations relating to restrictions on lig-
uidation of an interest with respect to es-
tate, gift, and generation-skipping transfer
taxes; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. DoOG-
GETT, and Mr. WELCH):

H.R. 6043. A bill to require reporting re-
garding certain drug price increases, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri:

H.R. 6044. A bill to limit the amount au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out
chapter 2 of title IV of the Immigration and
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Nationality Act, relating to refugee resettle-
ment; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
By Mr. TIBERI (for himself, Mr. NEAL,
Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. McCCAUL,
Mr. MARCHANT, and Mr. ROTHFUS):

H.R. 6045. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to make the Postmaster General the im-
porter of record for non-letter class mail and
to require the provision of advance elec-
tronic information about shipments of non-
letter class mail to U.S. Customs and Border
Protection and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mrs. BEATTY (for herself, Mr. STIV-
ERS, and Mr. TIBERI):

H.R. 6046. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to enter into partnerships
with public and private entities to provide
legal services to homeless veterans and vet-
erans at risk of homelessness; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CHABOT (for himself, Mr.
SHERMAN, and Mr. POE of Texas):

H.R. 6047. A bill to encourage visits be-
tween the United States and Taiwan at all
levels, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. ELLISON (for himself, Mr.
ScorT of Virginia, Ms. MAXINE
WATERS of California, Ms. LEE, and
Ms. ADAMS):

H.R. 6048. A Dbill to amend the Securities
Act of 1933 and the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide an exemption and payments
from taxation for 501(c)(3) bonds issued on
behalf of a historically black college or uni-
versity; to the Committee on Ways and
Means, and in addition to the Committee on
Financial Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. HECK of Nevada (for himself,
Mr. AMODEI, Mr. HARDY, Mr.
PITTENGER, Mr. COLE, Mr. FRANKS of
Arizona, Mrs. LuMMIS, Mr. GOSAR,
Ms. MCSALLY, and Mr. SALMON):

H.R. 6049. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an exemption to
the individual mandate to maintain health
coverage for individuals residing in counties
with fewer than 2 health insurance issuers
offering plans on an Exchange; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan:

H.R. 6050. A bill to provide debt and tax
transparency to taxpayers; to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6051. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram to provide States with funds to detect
fraud, waste, and abuse in the State Med-
icaid programs under title XIX of the Social
Security Act and to recover improper pay-
ments resulting from such fraud, waste, and
abuse; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6052. A bill to amend chapter 44 of
title 18, United States Code, to prohibit the
possession of a firearm by a person who is
adjudicated to have committed a violent ju-
venile act; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6053. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to establish a loan program to as-
sist and provide incentives for manufactur-
ers to reinvest in making products in the
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United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6054. A bill to help ensure that all
items offered for sale in any gift shop of the
National Park Service or of the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration are pro-
duced in the United States, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 6055. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to require radio and tele-
vision broadcasters to provide free broad-
casting time for political advertising, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 6056. A bill to assess the impact of the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), to require further negotiation of
certain provisions of NAFTA, and to provide
for the withdrawal from NAFTA unless cer-
tain conditions are met; to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 6057. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to prohibit con-
tributions and expenditures by multi-
candidate political committees controlled by
foreign-owned corporations, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on House Admin-
istration, and in addition to the Committee
on the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. LANGEVIN (for himself, Mr.
TONKO, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. POCAN, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. BEYER, Mr. CICILLINE,
Ms. KUSTER, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. TED LIEU of California,
Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. MAT-
SUI, and Ms. KAPTUR):

H.R. 6058. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for an invest-
ment tax credit related to the production of
electricity from offshore wind; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. LOWENTHAL (for himself, Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr.
CURBELO of Florida, Ms. TSONGAS,
and Mr. GIBSON):

H.R. 6059. A bill to provide for the accurate
reporting of fossil fuel production and emis-
sions from public lands, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself, Mr.
YOUNG of Alaska, and Mr. COLE):

H.R. 6060. A bill to provide for the equi-
table settlement of certain Indian land dis-
putes regarding land in Illinois, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. SPEIER (for herself, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. BRENDAN
F. BoyLE of Pennsylvania, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. HIGGINS,
Mr. HONDA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr.
KIND, Ms. LEE, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr.
POCAN, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. RANGEL, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr.
THOMPSON of California, Mr. TONKO,
and Ms. VELAZQUEZ):

H.R. 6061. A bill to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to make grants to States that
establish and carry out programs to assist
local educational agencies in testing for, and
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remedying, lead contamination in drinking
water from any source of lead contamination
at schools under the jurisdiction of such
agencies; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. TAKANO:

H.R. 6062. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to make certain improvements
in the laws administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and in
addition to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices, Oversight and Government Reform, En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means, Edu-
cation and the Workforce, Financial Serv-
ices, Small Business, the Budget, and the Ju-
diciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mrs. TORRES:

H.R. 6063. A bill to amend the Investment
Advisers Act of 1940 to require investment
advisers who advise a private fund that owns
an emergency services company to disclose
to the Securities and Exchange Commission
the average response times of emergency ve-
hicles deployed by such company in response
to 9-1-1 calls, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. VEASEY:

H.R. 6064. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Labor to establish a competitive pilot pro-
gram for STEM education or career training
programs; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for herself, Mr.
SERRANO, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
Mr. JEFFRIES, and Mr. ENGEL):

H.R. 6065. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act with respect to the pre-
vention and treatment of the use of syn-
thetic recreational drugs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Ms. FUDGE (for herself, Ms. ADAMS,
Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CONYERS, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of I1-
linois, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Mr.
HASTINGS, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. HONDA,
Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. MCGOVERN,
Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MOORE, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. PAYNE, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. RAN-
GEL, Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. RYAN of
Ohio, Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SERRANO, Ms.
SEWELL of Alabama, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, Mr. VEASEY, and Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN):

H. Con. Res. 153. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that a day
should be designated as ‘‘National Voting
Rights Act Mobilization Day’’; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H. Con. Res. 154. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the Su-
preme Court misinterpreted the First
Amendment to the Constitution in the case
of Buckley v. Valeo; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. HANNA,
Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. JENKINS of West
Virginia, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr.
MULVANEY, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
ROONEY of Florida, Mr. AMODEI, Mr.
CURBELO of Florida, Mr. KATKO, Mr.
KELLY of Mississippi, Mrs. DINGELL,
Mr. GUINTA, Mr. JOYCE, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr.
BUCSHON, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. BosT, Mr. TIPTON, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mr. MESSER, Mr. POCAN,
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Mrs. BLACK, Mr. CoSTA, Mrs. LOWEY,
Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. HONDA, Mr.
KILMER, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida,
Mrs. TORRES, Mr. KING of New York,
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. RENACCI, Mr.
JoLLY, Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. ADAMS,
Mr. GIBSON, Mr. HARDY, Mr. RYAN of
Ohio, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, Mr. COLLINS of
New York, Mr. DENT, Mr. LOBIONDO,
Mr. GROTHMAN, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr.
BLUM, Mr. EMMER of Minnesota, Mr.
GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. KILDEE, Mr.
MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
MOULTON, Mr. HULTGREN, Mrs.
BuUSTOS, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. SLAUGH-
TER, Mr. BARR, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr.
TED LIEU of California, Ms. SINEMA,
Mr. BYRNE, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. COs-
TELLO of Pennsylvania, Mr. CARNEY,
Ms. DELBENE, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-
fornia, Mr. PETERSON, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. WALKER, Mr. BISHOP of Michigan,
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Ms.
BROWNLEY of California, Mr. LUCAS,
Mr. DENHAM, Mr. BRIDENSTINE, Mr.
DEFAZIO, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. LAHOOD,
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Mrs.
WAGNER, Mr. LOEBSACK, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. BRAT, Mr. Fos-
TER, Ms. McCOLLUM, Mr. BARLETTA,
Mr. ROTHFUS, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana, and
Mr. POLIQUIN):

H. Con. Res. 155. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for designation of the first
Friday of October as ‘‘Manufacturing Day’’;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. ROSS (for himself, Mr. HARRIS,
and Mr. RUSSELL):

H. Con. Res. 156. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Joint Committee on the Library
to accept a statue commemorating the Hun-
garian Revolution of 1956 for placement in
the United States Capitol, authorizing the
use of the rotunda of the Capitol for a cere-
mony for the presentation of the statue, and
directing the Architect of the Capitol to
place the statue in a suitable permanent lo-
cation in the Capitol; to the Committee on
House Administration.

By Mr. HANNA:

H. Res. 870. A resolution recognizing the
200th anniversary of the Remington Arms
Company; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas:

H. Res. 871. A resolution calling on the De-
partment of Defense, other elements of the
Federal Government, and foreign countries
to intensify efforts to investigate, recover,
and identify all missing and unaccounted-for
personnel of the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committee on Armed Services, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and
Ms. MATSUI):

H. Res. 872. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of National Community Gar-
dening Awareness Week; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H. Res. 873. A resolution urging that the
policy of the United States should be that
Government institutions use security meas-
ures known as cryptographic splitting, the
strongest available form of data centric se-
curity, to secure sensitive and personal in-
formation for data at rest and data in mo-
tion; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.
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CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 6035.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 (relating to
the power of Congress to regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.)

By Mr. POE of Texas:

H.R. 6036.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution which states that Congress has
the power ‘‘to make all laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the foregoing Powers, and all other
Powers vested by this Constitution in the
Government of the United States, or in any
Department or Officer thereof.

By Mr. POE of Texas:

H.R. 6037.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Sec. 8.

By Mr. STIVERS:

H.R. 6038.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion, specifically clause 18 (relating to the
power to make all laws necessary and proper
for carrying out the powers vested in Con-
gress).

By Mr. HARDY:

H.R. 6039.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution

By Mr. ROKITA:

H.R. 6040.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section IX

‘“No money shall be drawn from the Treas-
ury, but in consequence of Appropriations
made by law; and a regular statement and
account of the receipts and expenditures of
all public money shall be published from
time to time.”

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio:

H.R. 6041.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer therof.

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER:

H.R. 6042.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 6043.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8: The Congress shall
have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties,
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and
provide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States; but all Duties,
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Imposts and Excises shall be
throughout the United States;
By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri:

H.R. 6044.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 4, Article 1, Section 8 of the Con-
stitution Gives Congress the authority to es-
tablish an uniform Rule of Naturalization

By Mr. TIBERI:

H.R. 6045.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article 1 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mrs. BEATTY:

H.R. 6046.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. CHABOT:

H.R. 6047.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: to regulate
Commerce with foreign Nations, and among
the several States, and with the Indian
Tribes;

By Mr. ELLISON:

H.R. 6048.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 which states:
Congress has the power to regulate com-
merce with foreign nations, and among the
several states, and with the Indian tribes;

By Mr. HECK of Nevada:

H.R. 6049.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1:

The Congress shall have power to lay and
collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to
pay the debts and provide for the common
defense and general welfare of the United
States; but all duties, imposts and excises
shall be uniform throughout the United
States;

By Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan:

H.R. 6050.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 9, Clause 7 of the United
States Constitution

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6051.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6052.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6053.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the powers
granted to the Congress by Article I, Section
8, Clauses 3 and 8 of the United States Con-
stitution.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 6054.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the powers
granted to the Congress by Article 1, Sec. 8,
Clause 3 of the United States Constitution

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 6055.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1.

Section 4. Clause 1, The times, places and
manner of holding elections for Senators and

uniform
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Representatives, shall be prescribed in each
state by the legislature thereof; but the Con-
gress may at any time by law make or alter
such regulations, except as to the places of
choosing Senators.

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 6056.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1.

Section 8. Clause 3, To regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes;

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 6057.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1.

Section 4. Clause 1, The times, places and
manner of holding elections for Senators and
Representatives, shall be prescribed in each
state by the legislature thereof; but the Con-
gress may at any time by law make or alter
such regulations, except as to the places of
choosing Senators.

Section 8. Clause 3, To regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.

By Mr. LANGEVIN:

H.R. 6058.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

By Mr. LOWENTHAL:

H.R. 6059.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 and Article IV, Section
3.

By Mr. MULLIN:

H.R. 6060.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 1 of Article IIT of the Constitution

By Ms. SPEIER:

H.R. 6061.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article 1, Section
8 of the United States Constitution.

By Mr. TAKANO:

H.R. 6062.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Paragraph 18.

By Mrs. TORRES:

H.R. 6063.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. VEASEY:

H.R. 6064.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8: The Congress shall
have power to lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts and excises, to pay the debts and
provide for the common defense and general
welfare of the United States;

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 6065.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

The Congress shall have Power *** To regu-
late Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 531: Ms. MATSUL.

H.R. 846: Mr. SIRES.

H.R. 1095: Mr. TAKANO and Ms. BROWNLEY
of California.

H.R. 1217: Mr.

H.R. 1530: Mr.

H.R. 2016: Mr.

H.R. 2493: Mr.

H.R. 2656: Mr.

H.R. 2903: Mr.

H.R. 2991: Ms. KELLY of Illinois.

H.R. 3084: Mr. BEYER, Mr. COHEN, Mr. WITT-
MAN, and Mr. BILIRAKIS.

H.R. 3099: Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr. JONES.

H.R. 3316: Mr. SMITH of Washington.

H.R. 3381: Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. GRAVES of
Louisiana, and Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 3397: Mr. MCCAUL.

H.R. 3537: Ms. VELAZQUEZ.

H.R. 3779: Mrs. LAWRENCE.

H.R. 3799: Mr. DESANTIS.

H.R. 3886: Mr. SMITH of Washington.

H.R. 4225: Mr. JOLLY.

H.R. 4277: Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 4298: Mr. WOMACK, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. FORBES, Mr.
REED, and Mr. HUNTER.

H.R. 4365: Mr. COURTNEY and Mr. LIPINSKI.

H.R. 4442: Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 4500: Mr. ABRAHAM and Mr. LAHOOD.

H.R. 4592: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr.
CRAWFORD, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, and Mr. RICE
of South Carolina.

H.R. 4616: Mr. YODER and Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 4632: Ms. McCOLLUM.

H.R. 4715: Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 4907: Mr. CICILLINE.

H.R. 4989: Ms. McCOLLUM.

H.R. 5083: Mr. MURPHY of Florida, Mrs.
LOWEY, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and Ms.
PINGREE.

H.R. 5167: Mr. CARDENAS.

H.R. 5258: Mr. DEFAZIO.

H.R. 5271: Mr. ZINKE.

H.R. 5374: Mr. SMITH of Missouri and Mr.
COFFMAN.

H.R. 5405: Mr.
BROWNLEY of California,
MENAUER.

H.R. 5410: Mr. OLSON.

H.R. 5412: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska.

H.R. 5418: Mr. POE of Texas and Mr. GOSAR.

H.R. 5474: Ms. MOORE and Mr. YARMUTH.

H.R. 5493: Mr. BRAT.

H.R. 5499: Mr. FORBES, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr.
RUSSELL, Mr. ABRAHAM, and Mr. CULBERSON.

H.R. 5506: Mr. RuU1z, Mr. PERLMUTTER, and
Mr. COURTNEY.

JOLLY.
PAULSEN.
CROWLEY.
RYAN of Ohio.
GROTHMAN.
FORBES.

ROYCE, Mr. CoSTA, Ms.
and Mr. BLU-
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H.R. 5628: Mr. PALAZZO.

H.R. 5682: Mr. MCNERNEY.

H.R. 5689: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 5732: Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana, Mr.

SIRES, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms.
MENG, and Mr. CARDENAS.

H.R. 5734: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 5813: Mr. JOLLY.

H.R. 5838: Mr. PEARCE.

H.R. 5904: Mr. PITTENGER.

H.R. 5908: Mr. COLLINS of Georgia.

H.R. 5931: Mr. CALVERT and Mr. SHIMKUS.

H.R. 5932: Mrs. LAWRENCE and Mr.
GARAMENDI.

H.R. 5942: Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. SINEMA, Mr.
RUI1Z, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr.
CLAY, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. YOUNG
of ITowa, Mr. PERLMUTTER, and Mr. VEASEY.

H.R. 5946: Mr. THOMPSON of California.

H.R. 5948: Mr. VALADAO, Mr. NUNES, Mr.
BECERRA, Mr. KNIGHT, Ms. LEE, Mr. ROYCE,
Ms. SPEIER, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. RUI1Z, and Mr.
AGUILAR.

H.R. 5961: Mr. GOwDY and Mr. HONDA.

H.R. 5962: Mr. SWALWELL of California and
Mr. HANNA.

H.R. 5980: Mr. CARNEY, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, and
Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 5989: Mr. VALADAO, Mr. CARNEY, Mr.
LAMBORN, Mr. JOYCE, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr.
ISRAEL, Ms. MENG, Mr. AMODEI, Miss RICE of
New York, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. BARR, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs.
WALORSKI, Mr. DELANEY, and Mr. BARLETTA.

H.R. 5996: Ms. LEE, Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr.
MCGOVERN, and Mr. HOYER.

H.R. 6003: Mr. BARLETTA.

H.R. 6008: Mr. SCHWEIKERT.

H.R. 6023: Ms. BORDALLO and Mr. DIAZ-
BALART.

H. Con. Res. 40: Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H. Con. Res. 114: Mr. McCAUL and Mrs.
LUMMIS.

H. Con. Res. 143: Mr. ELLISON.

H. Res. 28: Mr. SCHRADER.

H. Res. 591: Mr. JONES and Mr. LAHOOD.

H. Res. 817: Mr. ISSA.

H. Res. 845: Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. KILMER, and
Mr. THOMPSON of California.

H. Res. 853: Mr. BRAT and Mr. GOSAR.

H. Res. 857: Mr. SERRANO.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

88. The SPEAKER presented a petition of
Mr. Gregory D. Watson, a citizen of Austin,
Texas, relative to urging the Congress to
enact legislation that would prohibit the De-
partment of the Treasury, on its own initia-
tive, and would likewise prohibit the Presi-
dent from issuing an Executive Order that
would result in the United States dis-
continuing its own monetary currency and
shifting instead to participation in an inter-
national currency; which was referred to the
Committee on Financial Services.
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