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no way to defend what happened. At 
best, it was gross negligence; at worst, 
it was murder. 

This has been happening too often in 
the United States. I support police. My 
first job out of law school was an attor-
ney for the police department. I 
worked 31⁄2 years for the police. I un-
derstand their importance, and I sup-
port them. But police who are not well 
trained are doing a disservice to their 
profession and to the United States. 

This morning on ‘‘Morning Joe,’’ 
former Congressman Joe Scarborough, 
a Republican Member of this House, 
said two things are necessary in light 
of the shootings, and particularly the 
Crutcher shooting in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
One is body cameras and cameras on 
all police vehicles so we can see, as we 
did in Oklahoma, exactly what oc-
curred. And, secondly, independent 
prosecutors, prosecutors from outside 
the jurisdiction to see to it that justice 
is served. 

There is a bill in this Congress that 
LACY CLAY, myself, every member of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, and 
nearly 90 Members of this House are co-
sponsors of. That is a bill that will re-
quire police training towards racial 
sensitivity and understanding of dif-
ferent cultures, independent prosecu-
tors for States to determine how they 
would set it up, and a requirement for 
States to have independent prosecutors 
in law enforcement killings of Amer-
ican citizens. This is necessary for peo-
ple to believe and to know that justice 
is, indeed, blind and justice is being 
meted out. 

There is no way to look at Tulsa, but 
to see there was either inadequate 
training or there was racial profiling 
and insensitivity that ended in the 
death of Mr. Crutcher. 

It is so sad as we open the National 
Museum of African American History 
and Culture to see that African Ameri-
cans still are not being treated the 
same as others in our Nation. 

It is not a mere coincidence that 
every shooting by a police person 
videoed has an African American vic-
tim. Nobody can say that Mr. Crutcher 
was resisting arrest or possibly had a 
gun or brandished a pistol. None of 
those things occurred. He was fol-
lowing instructions. 

I ask my Republican colleagues, none 
of whom are sponsors of my bill, to 
consider coming on to the bill. The bill 
is important for justice in America. It 
is important for people to know there 
is justice. And in this week, as we look 
to the National Museum of African 
American History and Culture opening 
and the recognition of rights that peo-
ple have, and the understanding that 
they are human beings and part of 
America, who built America, literally 
built America as slaves and built this 
building, we need to go forward and see 
to it that justice is colorblind and jus-
tice is meted out. 

CHANGING OUR BROKEN SYSTEM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. RIBBLE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about embarrassment. 

Next week, the Congress of the 
United States will once again have to 
refer on and go back to funding our 
Federal Government with an ad hoc 
continuing resolution. Federal law re-
quires the Congress of the United 
States to pass a budget each year. It 
requires the Congress of the United 
States to pass 12 appropriations bills 
each year by September 30, which is 
coming up next week. 

I came to Congress in 2011, Mr. 
Speaker. Since then, we have passed 
zero regular order appropriations out 
of the 72 required by law—zero. And 
yet, we have been able to find some 
way to pass 20 short-term continuing 
resolution appropriations bills that 
have no reforms to spending, they have 
no reforms to policy, and we have 
passed five 2,000-page omnibus spending 
bills. Somehow we were able to do 
those two things, but we weren’t able 
to pass 12 simple appropriations bills to 
properly manage the taxpayers’ money. 

I have heard it said that Americans 
are disappointed with Congress. In fact, 
I am a little surprised that we have an 
18 percent approval rating right now. 
Maybe we have a lot of family mem-
bers or some folks back home who 
aren’t paying attention to what is 
going on here. 

We wonder why out of the $3.8 tril-
lion of taxpayer dollars that we have 
received here in the Congress of the 
United States each year are not being 
managed correctly by the only body 
that can actually manage it. Why in 
the world aren’t they fixing this prob-
lem and passing their spending bills in 
regular order in front of the American 
people where they can see it and do it 
instead of these ad hoc spending bills? 

Mr. Speaker, each year that I have 
been in Congress, I have authored a bill 
that would change our broken system 
and begin to fix this system that 
doesn’t work. I would propose to you 
that 0 out of 72 is not a very good bat-
ting record. It is called the Biennial 
Budgeting and Enhanced Oversight 
Act. In fact, today, it has 237 cospon-
sors of the majority in this House. 
When I introduced the bill last year, I 
introduced it with 108 original cospon-
sors that signed on with me when we 
introduced it. 

That represents, by the way, Mr. 
Speaker, 50 percent of the whole House 
of Representatives. It represents 63 per-
cent of the elected Republican leader-
ship in this House. It represents 29 per-
cent of the minority party. Fifty 
Democrats have joined with Repub-
licans and said: we need to fix this bro-
ken system. 

Seventy-two percent of the majority 
party support this reform. Sixty-eight 
percent of committee chairmen sup-
port this reform. Sixty-seven percent 
of subcommittee chairmen support this 

reform. Sixty-five percent of the Re-
publican Steering Committee, the lead-
ership of this House of Representatives, 
support this reform. 

It was referred to the Budget Com-
mittee where 56 percent support this 
reform. It was also referred to the 
Rules Committee where 54 percent sup-
port this reform. And yet, there has 
been no vote on this in the House. 237 
cosponsors represent 168 million Amer-
ican people whose voices have been 
squashed and been silenced by our lack 
of inaction. 

Mr. Speaker, I started by saying I 
want to talk about embarrassment. I 
am embarrassed for the Congress of the 
United States. I am proud of the effort 
that has been done here, and I am 
proud of the people and Members of 
Congress who have stood up to finally 
fix this broken system and said: 
enough is enough. 

I am proud of Senator ENZI and Sen-
ator INHOFE over in the U.S. Senate 
trying to advance the same types of re-
forms there. But I am embarrassed for 
the Congress of the United States. I am 
embarrassed for our leadership. I am 
embarrassed because we haven’t been 
able to do what is right, even though 
the majority of us agree that this is 
better than what we have, that this is 
a step forward. 

But I want to tell you, Mr. Speaker, 
what I am more than embarrassed 
about. I am disappointed. Because the 
only people in the country that can fix 
this is the Congress of the United 
States. 

Since 1974, when the Budget Act was 
put in place, the Congress of the United 
States has failed to pass its budget and 
its appropriations bills required by law 
every single year for 42 years. They 
have not been able to do it on time 
even once. Some people will argue that 
this isn’t the best fix and may not be 
the perfect fix, but I will tell you right 
now, Mr. Speaker, it is better than 0 
out of 72 for sure. 

I call on the Speaker of the House to 
bring this bill to the floor and let 168 
million Americans finally be heard. 

f 

COLOMBIA-FARC PEACE DEAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, in the coming weeks, the sovereign 
people of Colombia will decide, in a his-
toric referendum, whether to approve 
or reject the agreement reached be-
tween the Colombian Government and 
the terrorist Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, commonly known 
as FARC. 

I have made it a priority to hear 
from stakeholders on either side of this 
issue, and I remain concerned about 
the impact the deal could have on Co-
lombia, as well as its broader effects on 
the region, especially given the drastic 
increase in coca production in recent 
years. My concerns are shared by many 
Americans of Colombian descent who 
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