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against Zika, and it ensures that vet-
erans and the victims of severe flood-
ing and the heroin and prescription 
opioid crisis are not left behind. It is 
clean. It is fair. We should pass it. 

Now, it is true that some in the 
Democratic leadership would like to 
turn this simple 10-week funding bill 
into some unnecessary partisan food 
fight. They think it is good election- 
year politics, but they have struggled 
to explain how they might even justify 
a vote against it. They can’t do it on 
spending levels; they already agreed to 
those. They can’t do it on controversial 
riders; there are none. They can’t do it 
on Zika; we have a bipartisan com-
promise there. Both Democrats and Re-
publicans agree on the need to help 
vets, flood victims, and those suffering 
from the heroin and prescription opioid 
crisis. 

So if both parties support what is ac-
tually in the clean CR-Zika package, 
then just what in this bill are Demo-
cratic leaders opposed to? It turns out 
they are trying to take our country to 
the brink, not based on something that 
is in this bill but something that isn’t, 
and it is something the Senate already 
addressed in the appropriate vehicle to 
do so. 

On September 15, the Senate voted to 
pass the Water Resources Development 
Act, which includes assistance for the 
families affected by lead poisoning in 
Flint. As Chairman INHOFE has pointed 
out, WRDA is not only the proper vehi-
cle to address the situation facing 
Flint now, it is also the proper vehicle 
to help prevent water infrastructure 
crises in the future. The House is now 
prepared this week to pass WRDA as 
well, and Chairman INHOFE has pledged 
he will continue to pursue resources for 
Flint once the bill goes to conference. 

We know it is important to help the 
victims of recent severe flooding. 
Democrats are now suggesting, how-
ever, that we not provide that relief 
unless they get an unrelated rider in 
this clean CR-Zika package. Is their so-
lution then to remove help for flood 
victims? If their solution is to remove 
help for flood victims, they should say 
so. 

So let’s be clear. It would be cruel for 
any Senator who just voted to help 
Flint to now turn around and filibuster 
the victims of floods, the heroin and 
prescription opioid crisis, and Zika as 
part of some partisan game. 

Senators in both parties know this. I 
know our Democratic friends under-
stand this, especially when we consider 
their calls to do more to address the 
heroin and prescription opioid crisis, 
and especially when we consider the 
letter they just wrote on Zika this 
month. 

Let me read some of what they had 
to say: ‘‘Zika is now well established in 
the United States with cases of local 
transmission by mosquitoes being re-
ported in multiple areas of Florida, as 
well as the U.S. territories,’’ Demo-
cratic Senators wrote. It is causing 
‘‘babies [to] die, pregnant women and 

communities [to] suffer, [and] adults 
[to] worry about future long-term neu-
rological risks from Zika. . . . ‘’ 

These Senate Democrats called for 
immediate passage of a bipartisan Zika 
package because ‘‘[t]he longer we 
delay, the greater the . . . irreparable 
human harm from Zika.’’ 

This is what they said: ‘‘The time for 
partisan games is over.’’ 

Now, that is a letter Senate Demo-
crats wrote just this month. The bill 
before us contains a compromise Zika 
package that both parties support. 

Senator NELSON, a Democrat from 
Florida, understands the urgency of ad-
dressing Zika, and that is why he sup-
ports this bill which, as he noted, rep-
resents a ‘‘clean $1.1 billion to help 
stop the spread of the Zika virus with 
no political riders.’’ 

Senator SCHATZ, a Democrat from 
Hawaii, also voiced his support for the 
Zika compromise in this bill. Just last 
week, he said it is good for his State 
and urged that we ‘‘move forward with 
providing the CDC with the resources 
it needs.’’ 

Senator NELSON and Senator SCHATZ 
are just 2 Democratic Senators out of 
nearly 30 who penned the letter earlier 
this month calling for quick congres-
sional action on Zika. I ask all of them 
to join us and act now. 

Just as we joined together to help 
Flint earlier this month in the appro-
priate vehicle, now it is time for Demo-
crats to join with Republicans to en-
sure veterans and those impacted by 
Zika, flooding, and the heroin and pre-
scription opioid crisis do not fall vic-
tim to a partisan filibuster. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

DONALD TRUMP 

Mr. REID. Madam President, vir-
tually every time Donald Trump says 
or does something discriminatory—and 
that is often—the media relies upon a 
catalog of buzzwords to describe his ac-
tions. The press uses words like hate-
ful, intolerant, bigot, extremist, preju-
dice, to name but a few. Yet there is al-
ways one word that many of the press 
conspicuously avoid: Racist. They 
never label Trump as a racist, but he is 
a racist. Donald Trump is a racist. 
‘‘Racist’’ is a term I don’t really like. 

We have all, with rare exception—I 
don’t know who it would be—said 
things that are not politically correct, 
but I don’t know of anyone, when that 
happens, who doesn’t acknowledge it 
and, if necessary, apologizes quickly, 
but Donald Trump doesn’t believe the 
racist things he does and says are 
wrong. He says them with the full in-
tent to demean and to denigrate. That 
is who he is. 

Each time Trump is given a chance 
to apologize and make amends, he re-

fuses, and then he doubles down on 
what he said before. The media is not 
holding Donald Trump accountable at 
all. He is not being held accountable. 

So why do reporters and pundits ab-
stain from calling Trump what he is— 
a racist? It is not as if Trump’s racism 
is new. His bigotry has been on display 
since the early days of his business ca-
reer. 

When Donald Trump was still work-
ing at his father’s side as second in 
command, the Department of Justice 
slapped their company with a civil 
rights lawsuit. Why? Because they de-
served it. Undercover Federal officers 
in New York found that the Trumps 
discriminated against potential ten-
ants by rejecting applications for hous-
ing from African Americans and Puerto 
Ricans. 

Trump has even had a secret system 
for discriminatory practices. As the 
Washington Post reported: 

Trump employees have secretly marked 
the applications of minorities with codes, 
such as ‘No. 9’ and ‘C’ for colored. . . . The 
employees allegedly directed blacks and 
Puerto Ricans away from buildings with 
mostly white tenants and steered them to-
ward properties that had many minorities. 

In the 1980s, Trump took his racism 
to Atlantic City. This is Donald Trump 
at his best. He cheated, coerced, filed 
bankruptcy, did anything he could to 
cheat people out of money. In the proc-
ess, his racism came to the forefront in 
Atlantic City. Trump was accused of 
making his African-American employ-
ees move off the casino floor when he 
didn’t want to see them, which was any 
time he came to the casino. One em-
ployee, Kip Brown, said: 

When Donald and Ivana came to the ca-
sino, the bosses would order all the black 
people off the floor. It was the eighties, I was 
a teenager, but I remember it: they put us 
all in the back. 

Trump was later fined $200,000 by the 
New Jersey Casino Control Commission 
for that act of disgusting racism. 

In the 1990s, John O’Donnell, the 
former president of Trump Plaza Hotel 
and Casino, wrote a book about his 
time working with Donald Trump. 
O’Donnell reported that Trump fre-
quently denigrated African Americans. 
He remembers a lot, but he specifically 
remembers Trump saying of his ac-
countants: 

I’ve got black accountants at Trump Cas-
tle and Trump Plaza. Black guys counting 
my money! I hate it. The only kind of people 
I want counting my money are short guys 
that wear yarmulkes every day. 

How about that? 
I’ve got black accountants at Trump Castle 
and Trump Plaza. Black guys counting my 
money! I hate it. 

Those are words from Donald 
Trump’s mouth. 
The only kind of people I want counting my 
money are short guys that wear yarmulkes 
every day. 

That is what he said. 
Speaking of another African-Amer-

ican employee, Trump told O’Donnell: 
I think the guy is lazy. And it’s probably 

not his fault because laziness is a trait in 
blacks. It really is. I believe that. 
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