September 28, 2016

The disastrous nuclear deal with Iran
is a very good example. It has not only
failed to curtail the Iranian regime’s
plans to develop nuclear weapons, it
has also resulted in a ransom payment
of $1.7 billion for four Americans who
were being held illegally by Iran.

This display of weakness has only
emboldened the largest state sponsor of
international terrorism. It has pro-
vided Iran with over $1 billion to fund
terrorism, enhance its illegal ballistic
missile development programs, and
ramp up its aggression against U.S.
military forces.

President Reagan warned us: ‘“Weak-
ness, after all, is a temptation—it
tempts the pugnacious to assert them-
selves—but strength is a declaration
that cannot be misunderstood.
Strength is a condition that declares
actions have consequences. Strength is
a prudent warning to the belligerent
that aggression need not go unan-
swered.”

Whenever this administration pulls
back, the belligerent have happily
stepped in to fill the void. That is why
we must reject this latest effort to re-
linquish U.S. leadership over the Inter-
net.

The excessive hacking encouraged by
the Governments of Russia, China, and
others should not be rewarded. We
must stand up to these dangerous ac-
tors and put the safety, security, and
interests of the United States first.
Simply put, Russia and China cannot
be trusted with a larger role in the op-
eration of the Internet. We have a duty
to block the President’s foolish and
reckless Internet giveaway before it
goes into effect October 1, 2016.

It will further cede more control to
our adversaries and weaken America’s
influence on the international stage.
Stopping this giveaway must be in-
cluded in this year’s spending bill. It is
absolutely critical that Congress takes
action.

————

SAN JACINTO RIVER WASTE PITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker and Members, I rise to an-
nounce that later today the Environ-
mental Protection Agency will issue
its final plan to clean up the San
Jacinto River Waste Pits, a Superfund
site in eastern Harris County, Texas.

The communities of eastern Harris
County, especially Channelview and
Highlands, have fought for a decade to
ensure that toxic waste that was
dumped alongside the San Jacinto
River 50 years ago will be fully re-
moved and permanently protect our
children and our children’s children
from the dangers found at the site.

I thank the EPA and Region 6 for its
hard work and diligence on this very
important issue for our community. I
would also like to thank the commu-
nity members and local officials who
have fought to clean up the site and en-
sure our community is made whole.
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Mr. Speaker, I am looking forward to
EPA’s announcement today.

THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of my constituents to
express my outrage about the White
House’s ransom payment to Iran.

On January 17, 2016, the Obama ad-
ministration announced that it would
give the Islamic Republic of Iran a
total of $1.7 billion to settle a 1979 arms
deal. However, they failed to announce
that, the day before, the administra-
tion had delivered an advance payment
in cash of $400 million in unmarked
bills to Iran in exchange for four Amer-
ican hostages. In fact, the American
people did not learn that the White
House had made this secret ransom
payment at all until this past August.

The Obama administration’s decision
to violate our Nation’s own historic
policy against ransom payments has
established a frightening precedent for
the future. The President’s willingness
to bend to Iran’s demands and use un-
marked bills demonstrates to the world
a fundamental weakness that
emboldens our enemies while ceding to
the demands of state sponsors of ter-
rorism.

American soldiers, diplomats, and
citizens living and traveling abroad are
less safe this year than they were last
yvear. And global beliefs and percep-
tions of American leadership and inten-
tions—among our allies and, more dis-
astrously, among the bad actors in the
world—have been forever altered.

Indeed, Iran is already celebrating its
leverage over the United States. One
commander of an Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guard militia exulted that
“taking this much money back was in
return for the release of the American
spies.”

Since the January ransom payment,
Iran has, unsurprisingly, arrested addi-
tional Americans. The American peo-
ple deserve answers about why the
President felt it was acceptable to give
nearly $2 billion to radical extremists
supporting terrorism across the Middle
East and beyond.

That is why this month I interro-
gated officials at a Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations hearing.
My colleagues and I questioned the
timing of the secret payment, the
White House’s insidious and foolish de-
cision to use unmarked bills, and im-
plications on terrorism in the region.
But the administration refused to an-
swer my simple questions that would
give Americans the answers they de-
serve. Instead, officials said they could
only share information behind closed
doors.

I took them up on that offer, and I
and my colleagues had that 2-hour-
long, closed-door, classified meeting.
After that briefing, I am now more cer-
tain than ever, Mr. Speaker, that the
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Obama administration paid an irre-
sponsible and dangerous ransom to
Iran. Why is the Obama administration
so desperate to cover up the details of
its ransom payment from the American
people?

The White House has made a reckless
national security decision to bend en-
tirely to the demands of Iran without
assurances that Iran would not use this
money for its military.

Keep in mind that the Iranian mili-
tary blatantly funds Hezbollah and
other terrorist organizations.
Shockingly, the administration told
me publicly that, even if they had re-
ceived assurances from Iran, they
wouldn’t have trusted the country to
keep its promises.

Why, then, would we have given $400
million in unmarked bills to the
world’s leading state sponsor of ter-
rorism? Why would the Obama admin-
istration accommodate and fund a for-
eign military that funds terrorism
around the world?

Why didn’t the White House write le-
gally binding restrictions on the use of
the money into the settlement agree-
ment? Why did we agree to the settle-
ment with a state sponsor of terrorism
in the first place?

The entire $1.7 billion was reportedly
transferred to the Iranian military to
fund a 90 percent increase in Iran’s
military budget. This is public infor-
mation, and the Obama administration
dismissively pretends that no one can
use the Internet.

The Obama administration’s gift to
the Iranian military is a disgrace to
America’s allies in the Middle East, es-
pecially to Israel. It is a degradation of
America’s counterterrorism efforts and
geopolitical leadership. It is a failure
to protect Americans abroad and the
new prisoners who have been detained
in Iran.

As a member of this free Nation’s as-
sembly of the people, I will hold our
President accountable for his deception
and negligence and will work to reverse
this dangerous precedent that this ad-
ministration has made for the future of
our country.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded not to engage in per-
sonalities toward the President.

————
MACADAMIA TREE HEALTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) for 5 minutes.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, when
most people think of Hawaii, my home
State, they immediately think of our
beautiful beaches, mountains, vistas,
and wonderful people and culture, and
they dream about when they might
come and visit our home State. This
contributes, no doubt, to our tourism
industry being the major driver of our
economy in Hawaii.

But, along with our beautiful year-
round climate comes a great oppor-
tunity for our agriculture industry. In
fact, most people are not aware that
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