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in northeastern California. He was
killed in the line of duty while respond-
ing to an early morning call.

When I heard of this tragic killing, I
was stunned for many reasons, part of
which, Modoc County is a very quiet,
rural place, about as far as you can go
in California and still be in California.
It just doesn’t seem like the place to
keep adding to the story of our officers
being killed in the line of duty all over
this country.

Deputy Hopkins began working with
the Sheriff’s Office in 2015, and pre-
viously had worked for the Alturas Po-
lice Department in Modoc County. He
was born in Livermore, California,
named after his grandfather, who was
the first mayor of Rolling Hills Es-
tates.

He grew up in Montague, which is in
neighboring Siskiyou County, with his
five siblings: Samuel, Christina, Aman-
da, Josh, and David Cooksey. Also, he
is survived by his parents, Lance and
Carol; his grandmother, Twila; his
wife, Janet; and three children.

He attended Butte College, my alma
mater, in their Law Enforcement Acad-
emy, along with his brother Sam. Hop-
kins also earned a black belt in karate
and won a world championship title in
2011.

He is honored by hundreds of law en-
forcement and emergency personnel,
local residents, and many, many others
who recognized his sacrifice in a pro-
cession from Alturas to Reading, and
then another one from Reading up to
his final resting place in the Yreka
area in Siskiyou County.

What this points out is that our sher-
iffs and our officers in rural areas often
patrol hundreds of miles alone, with
the closest backup, at times, maybe
even being hours away. Indeed, a lot of
times they are working alone.

In memory of Deputy Jack Hopkins,
we need to do much better as a country
in supporting them and stop this rhet-
oric that is against our officers.

God bless him. God bless his fine fam-
ily.

——
HONORING OUR VETERANS ON
VETERANS DAY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on
Veterans Day, I was pleased to join my
many friends and colleagues honoring
our veterans, our soldiers, and their
families. We stood in front of the Hous-
ton City Hall with many, many vet-
erans and their families, local elected
officials and Members of Congress,
United States Senate, and many, many
soldiers and veterans. And we simply
said thank you, thank you to them for
putting on the uniform.

A number of us mentioned that it
was only days away from a contentious
election, and I specifically said how
grateful I am that I live in a nation
that allows a contentious election but
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yvet to have the right to peacefully
transfer power.

Let me also take note of some of the
seismic changes that we faced in Texas.
I am excited about the newly elected
officials in Harris County, the new dis-
trict attorney, the new sheriff, tax as-
sessor, the new judges that will come,
all of them elected by the people.

To my community, from Dallas to
San Antonio, Galveston and Beaumont,
with a new sheriff, the first African
American woman, I say that this is de-
mocracy. In an hour or two, I will dis-
cuss some of the elements that under-
mined democracy.

But I celebrate our soldiers, Mr.
Speaker. I honor them for wearing the
uniform to give me a sense of freedom
and to allow democracy to work.

———
O 1930
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: CBC TO
REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP—DO

YOUR JOB

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUM). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 6, 2015, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 legislative days to revise and
extend their remarks and add any ex-
traneous materials relevant to the sub-
ject matter of the discussion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening along with my coanchor of
the Congressional Black Caucus’ Spe-
cial Order hour, with my classmate and
my colleague, Congressman HAKEEM
JEFFRIES from the Righth District of
New York. It is an honor for me to
stand here and be a coanchor with him.

Tonight’s topic, Mr. Speaker, is the
Congressional Black Caucus’ Special
Order hour entitled ‘‘Unfinished Busi-
ness: Congressional Black Caucus to
Our Republican Leadership—Do Your
Job.”

As the Congressional Black Caucus
comes to the House floor this evening
as voices to be heard on unfinished con-
gressional business, let me pause for a
moment first to pay respect to Gwen
Ifill, who passed away earlier today.

Ms. Ifill, an award-winning television
journalist for NBC and PBS, helped
pave the way for both women and men
and African Americans in the field of
journalism. Her voice will be missed.
Her voice was a voice that we listened
to as members of the Congressional
Black Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, today, the House of
Representatives returned for the first
day of the lameduck session of the
114th Congress. As the conscience of
the Congress, the Congressional Black
Caucus is committed to advocating for
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change to policies that adversely im-
pact African American communities.
Yet, Mr. Speaker, over the past 2 years,
the 114th Congress has been highly un-
productive, passing one partisan bill
after another, which then languishes
with no chance of being passed by the
Senate or being signed into law by
President Obama. In fact, as of Novem-
ber 2 of this year, only 244 bills have
been signed into law, and only 20 of
those bills have been significant pieces
of legislation.

The American people really deserve
more from their elected representa-
tives. But the 114th Congress is not
over, and we should use the remaining
time wisely. The list of legislative
items that this House should consider
before going home for the year is ro-
bust—Ilegislation to fully fund the gov-
ernment’s fiscal year 2017 for one. The
American people deserve a fully funded
government that invests resources in
people, reduces poverty, and safeguards
the social safety net programs.

We are currently operating under a
continuing resolution, Mr. Speaker, as
you know, through December 9. While
the current funding mechanism has
been Kkeeping the Federal Government
doors open, it fails to fully recognize
the importance of investment in pro-
grams which would benefit not just a
few, but all Americans.

In addition to the omnibus, we
should bring to the floor legislation
providing reform for the criminal jus-
tice system, voting rights, and gun vio-
lence prevention, just to name a few.

You are going to hear from several
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus who have spent an inordinate
amount of time crafting legislation,
sitting in their committees, and going
back home to their district and making
promises that the American people are
asking for.

Mr. Speaker, we have the oppor-
tunity starting today to use the last
few weeks of the 114th Congress in a
productive way to stand up for the con-
stituents and to pass bipartisan legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, how many times have
we been in this Chamber and someone
in that chair has said that we are going
to work together for the good of the
country or our constituents?

That is what our constituents expect
us to do.

So let me just briefly take a moment
to remind you, Mr. Speaker, why it is
so important that we have a fully fund-
ed Federal Government and provide
funding for critical programs—critical
programs—Ilike those that address eth-
nic and racial health disparities by im-
proving diversity in the healthcare
workforce and increasing the number
of health professions in underserved
communities, for example.

Mr. Speaker, we have my colleague
and friend who has served as our Con-
gressional Black Caucus Health
Braintrust chair, Congresswoman
ROBIN KELLY, who is with us today and
has fought tirelessly for health care.
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