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to conclude that we as a nation find 
her fear acceptable. 

How do we show her that she does not 
have to be afraid? The first step is fac-
ing reality. No matter how hard the 
rest of us work, the main responsibility 
lies within the man who inspired the 
fear. President-Elect Trump must act 
immediately to make Americans like 
that seventh grade girl feel they are 
welcome in his America. 

Healing the wounds he inflicted will 
take more than words. Talk is cheap 
and tweets are cheaper. Healing the 
wounds is going to take action, but so 
far, rather than healing these wounds, 
Trump’s actions have deepened them. 
In one of his very first, if not his first 
official act, he appointed a man seen as 
a champion of White supremacy as the 
No. 1 strategist in the White House— 
the No. 1, everybody else under him. 

According to CNN, ‘‘White nation-
alist leaders are praising Donald 
Trump’s decision to name [Stephen 
Bannon] as his chief strategist.’’ In the 
same article, White nationalist leaders 
say they see Bannon ‘‘as an advocate 
for policies they favor.’’ 

According to the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, Bannon ‘‘was the main 
driver behind Breitbart becoming a 
white ethno-nationalist propaganda 
mill.’’ 

When asked to comment on Bannon’s 
hiring, KKK leader David Duke told 
CNN, ‘‘I think that’s excellent.’’ 

A court filing stated that Bannon 
said ‘‘that he doesn’t like Jews and 
that he doesn’t like the way they raise 
their kids to be ‘whiny brats’ and that 
he didn’t want [his] girls to go to 
school with Jews.’’ 

By placing a champion of White su-
premacists a step away from the Oval 
Office, what message does Trump send 
to the young girl who woke up Wednes-
day morning in Rhode Island afraid to 
be a woman of color in America? It is 
certainly not a message of healing. 

If Trump is serious about seeking 
unity, the first thing he should do is 
rescind his appointment of Steve 
Bannon. Rescind it. Don’t do it. Think 
about this. Don’t do it. As long as a 
champion of racial division is a step 
away from the Oval Office, it will be 
impossible to take Trump’s efforts to 
heal the Nation seriously. 

So I say to Donald Trump: Take re-
sponsibility. Rise to the dignity of the 
Office of the President of the United 
States instead of hiding behind your 
Twitter account and show America 
that racism, bullying, and bigotry have 
no place in the White House or in 
America. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will be 

in a period of morning business until 5 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Republican whip. 
f 

THE ELECTION AND SENATE 
PRIORITIES 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I came 
to the floor to talk about the election 
of November 8 and the opportunities we 
have, working together going forward, 
to turn the direction of the country 
around. Unfortunately, I found myself 
sitting here listening to the latest ti-
rade by the Democratic leader against 
the President-elect and his team. Sure-
ly he is entitled to his opinion, but he 
does nothing to contribute to the heal-
ing of our country after a very polar-
izing, hotly contested election by con-
tinuing to pile on the President-elect 
and his team. 

We had an election. The American 
people voted. The American people 
chose their next President. But to 
come here after the election, after the 
American people have spoken and 
made that choice, and continue to dis-
parage their choice for the next Presi-
dent, as well as the leadership in the 
House and the Senate, really just 
smacks of—well, we used to call people 
like that sore losers. But, frankly, 
what he does is he also contributes to 
the coarsening of our discourse and de-
bate here in the Senate. 

I had to check the Standing Rules of 
the Senate to see whether rule XIX, 
which governs the terms of debate, 
would cover the President or the Presi-
dent-elect because certainly—when the 
Senate rules say that ‘‘no Senator in 
debate shall directly or indirectly by 
any form of words impute to another 
Senator or to other Senators any con-
duct or motive unworthy or unbecom-
ing of a Senator,’’ certainly the Demo-
cratic leader’s comments, although not 
technically within the ambit of the 
rule, violate the spirit of the rule and 
the sort of debate and discussions we 
ought to be having here in a civilized 
and civil and dignified sort of way. 

I realize the Democratic leader will 
be leaving the Senate at the end of this 
year. I hope we can return to the sort 
of civil and dignified discourse and dif-
ferences of opinion that we surely will 
have from time to time about matters 
of policy. This is the Senate, for heav-
en’s sake. This is where those dif-
ferences are supposed to be debated and 
litigated and discussed and then we 
vote. But the sort of recriminations 
that the Democratic leader keeps com-
ing back to just strike me as inappro-
priate and uncalled for. 

Rather than contribute to the sort of 
healing of our Nation that Secretary 
Clinton—who, by the way, had more to 
complain about than the Democratic 
leader does in terms of the outcome; 
she ended up on the short end of the 
stick—or the President of the United 
States, President Obama—the com-
ments they have made, the gracious 
comments recognizing the importance 

of a peaceful transition of power from 
one Presidency to another—that is the 
sort of tone I wish we would hear more 
of here in the Senate and in the coun-
try generally, not pour gasoline on the 
fire, as the Democratic leader con-
tinues to do. 

It is true that we had an earth-shak-
ing event occur on November 8—the 
election of Donald J. Trump as the 45th 
President of the United States. I be-
lieve the reason Mr. Trump was elected 
is because the American people want 
change. They are eager for Washington 
to tackle the big challenges we are fac-
ing as a nation, from terror threats 
abroad to a stagnant economy here at 
home. They are looking forward to an 
administration that believes the rules 
apply to all of us equally—in other 
words, equal justice under the law, not 
that a separate set of rules applies to 
the Washington elites or those who can 
get away with it, that a different set of 
rules applies to them than applies to 
the rest of us in the country. They 
want equal justice under the law. They 
want restoration of the rule of law— 
something we have not seen in the out-
going administration because of an 
overpoliticized Department of Justice, 
among many other reasons. 

I personally look forward to working 
with the President-elect in the years 
ahead to address issues that are impor-
tant to my State and to families across 
the country. 

I am grateful, as well, that the Amer-
ican people have entrusted such a big 
task to Republicans, who will lead both 
Chambers of Congress. In an election 
year that no one could predict—in fact, 
almost every prediction I made was 
wrong—in an election year where very 
few people were right about their pre-
dictions as to the ultimate outcome, 
we see a clear theme emerge: People 
want something different from business 
as usual when it comes to politics. 
They want us to shift gears. They felt 
it was necessary to get the country 
back on the right track. I agree with 
them. 

I will note the one thing the Amer-
ican people did not want to change, and 
that is the Republican majority of the 
Senate. That led to the reelection of 
Republican Senators in States such as 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, in 
addition to the new Member of our con-
ference from the great State of Indi-
ana. I look forward to welcoming all of 
them, as well as our new Democratic 
colleagues, and invite them to work 
with us to try to meet the challenges 
of these times and to work together to 
solve the challenges and problems that 
confront the American people. 

But it is very clear that the Amer-
ican people wanted a change in the 
White House. They did not want to 
change Republican majorities in both 
Chambers of Congress. They did not 
want to do that. Voters were able to 
cut through the noise and see what we 
have been able to accomplish so far— 
not that they gave us the Good House-
keeping seal of approval, but they have 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:50 Nov 16, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G15NO6.004 S15NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-22T12:43:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




