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perpetuating the notion of engagement
and government regulation.
We have just passed the REINS Act,
which is all about saying if something
isn’t making sense, let’s peel it back.
Let’s not have the fourth branch of
government going out and perpetuating all kinds of regulations without
them going through Congress. Yet,
with regard to travel to Cuba, you have
to sign an affidavit as to why you are
going there. You have to keep receipts
for up to 5 years proving where you did
or didn’t spend money. If you fill out a
form wrong, you can be subject to a
$250,000 fine. Is that kind of regulation
consistent with free travel that we all
should enjoy as Americans?
Finally, I think that this bill is
about bringing about change to Cuba.
My interest is not primarily about
Cuba. My interest is about American
liberty and the need to perpetuate
American liberty.
But one of the offshoots, one of the
benefits is about bringing change to
Cuba. Even the worst detractor of the
bill, we are all about the same thing,
which is bringing more freedom to that
country and the 11 million people that
make up that country.
I think that allowing Americans to
go there and to tell folks about what
you are hearing from your state-run
radio station or television station is
not the truth, here is what is really
going on. It is part and parcel to bringing about a change in Cuba. It is part
and parcel to eliminating the excuses
that have been used by the communist
regime there. It is continuing the
theme of engagement that we have employed for more than 100 years. And
most all, it is part and parcel to maintain this fragile notion of American
liberty which always needs to be
protected.
b 2030
If something has encroached upon
American liberty, it is not about a tangible result in the here and the now. It
needs to be pushed back. So, fundamentally, this bill is about those five different things. It is for that reason I
would ask that viewers talk to their
House or Senate Member and ask them
to sign on to this bill.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with HOUSE

f

ISRAEL AND THE UNITED
NATIONS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of January 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, today
we took up what was intended to be a
very noble action on H. Res. 11 to rein
in the out-of-control and outrageous
actions of so many despots that occupy
positions of authority in the United
Nations. The United Nations, whether
you go back to Libya being in charge of
human rights, you have U.N. troops
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molesting so many females. There are
all kinds of problems that have been
wrought, and yet the U.N. has the gall
to continually show how bigoted it is
and how anti-Jewish and anti-Israeli
that it is.
It is easy to find, if anyone bothers
to check, that the United Nations
never asked once for any other country
to pony up land, much less demand
that other countries like Jordan, who
is a good friend of the United States,
but the U.N. never said: Look, you are
occupying this land that they call Palestine, so you have to give it up. They
never did until it was controlled by the
Israeli people, thus making clear this
is really a bigoted move by the U.N. to
constantly slander and slam the nation
of Israel.
Also, if one wants to conduct another
test to check to see how bigoted, if it
is, the U.N. is, you could check on the
condemnations by the U.N. for activities of Israel. Compare the facts of
those activities and self-defense efforts
by Israel and compare them to acts of
other nations—the genocide, for example, that even Secretary Kerry, as
tough as it was for him to finally
admit that there was a genocide of
Christians going on in the Middle East.
Is there any outrage by the U.N.? No.
In fact, the U.N. head of the refugees
who is now the U.N. General Secretary
made clear about over a year and a half
ago or so that the reason that they
weren’t helping Christians to the extent that they were helping Muslim
refugees is because of the historic importance Christians have in staying
where they were—that means where
they are being murdered, where they
are having their throats slashed, being
crucified, tortured, raped, incinerated.
The U.N. General Secretary, when he
was in charge of the refugee program,
thought it was very important to leave
Christians in the Middle East so they
can be murdered in some of the most
heinous and egregious fashions imaginable.
So it was just and proper, to borrow
from history, that we condemn the
United Nations Resolution 2334 as
being an obstacle to peace in Israel.
Palestinians have made clear they
don’t want peace with Israel. They
want it eliminated from the map. They
name holidays, squares, and all kinds
of things for people who go out and kill
innocent Jewish children and others
just for being Jewish. They reward the
families of those who go and blow
themselves up, killing, in atrocious
fashions, innocent Israeli people. The
United Nations turns a blind eye to it
since the U.N. has become so racist, so
bigoted, and so anti-Israel, the most
antiterrorist country in all of the Middle East, including north Africa—although Egypt is of great help in that
regard these days, and there are those
in Libya who would like to. But after
President Obama helped turn Libya
into absolute anarchy and chaos, then
Egypt is having their problems even
coming from Libya.
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What has the U.N. had to say about
all that? Not really anything because if
the Muslim Brotherhood supports it, so
does, basically, the U.N., and far too
often so has the Obama administration.
That is why, I guess, Israel got the
lecture from Secretary John Kerry.
Secretary Kerry, even in the days when
he talked about the heinous acts of
Genghis Khan, never bothered to mention the plight of the poor Palestinians
before 1967 when they were under control of the most non-Israeli people you
could imagine. There has been no discussion about that, only leveling really
bigoted allegations at Israel.
So we have H. Res. 11 today, and I
was thrilled because it meant that I
was going to be able to come to the
floor and vote to condemn the U.N.
passage of U.N. Security Council Resolution 2334.
Unfortunately, as some of my friends
here in Congress have pointed out, I am
a bit anal at times. I actually want to
read the things that we are going to
vote on. So I got my copy of H. Res. 11,
immediately noting that, in the very
first whereas, it says the United States
has long supported a two-state solution. It does say ‘‘sustainable two-state
solution.’’ It says: ‘‘Whereas since 1993,
the United States has facilitated direct, bilateral negotiations between
both parties toward achieving a twostate solution . . . .’’
Well, it is the truth that President
Clinton twisted the arm of the Israeli
Prime Minister and convinced him to
basically give Arafat almost everything he wanted. Now, if you believe
what Scripture says about Moses going
and pleading to Pharaoh to let the
Jewish people, the children of Israel,
go, we are told that God hardens Pharaoh’s heart so that He could make a
big demonstration of His power and
glory down the road. Although there
was suffering that came—great suffering—ultimately, incredible miracles
were performed as a result of his hardened heart.
I think it is likely that when Arafat
got everything he wanted—almost everything he wanted—in the offer from
Israel, I thank God that Arafat turned
him down. For anybody that has been
in the military and goes to Israel, you
can see readily, if Arafat had accepted
what the Prime Minister of Israel had
been willing, finally, to offer, it would
have virtually made Israel indefensible
unless they were using nuclear weapons or the threat of nuclear weapons.
Israel needs to be able to defend
itself. King David was ruling from Hebron in the year around 1020 B.C. to
around 1012 B.C. Then he moved, and he
was ruling over Israel. What is now
called the West Bank was actually
called Israel—I mean, it was part of the
nation of Israel. Solomon had control,
but he did so from the City of David because that is where, up to Jerusalem,
that David had moved the capital from
Hebron, which is also where Abraham
and Sarah are buried.
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I have also visited the tomb of David’s father, Jesse, that is there in Hebron. To be told: Oh, no, this needs to
be Palestinian lands. The reason some
of us think that Hebron, Judea, and Samaria should be Palestinian lands is
because 1,600 years after David ruled
from Hebron and then Jerusalem, Mohammed came along. Some say it was a
vision, some say a dream. Some say he
actually, during one night, was taken
by a winged horse or donkey and flown
to Jerusalem. Some say he actually got
there and back to bed before morning.
Whatever the case, 1,600 years before
that did or didn’t happen, David was
ruling over that whole country.
There is no one alive today descended
from any occupants of the Promised
Land, the land of Israel, descended
from people who lived in that land predating King David and King Saul before him, King Solomon after him—nobody. Nobody alive today has a prior
claim. There is nobody, no country,
from whom the United Nations has demanded a secession of land back to people that attacked that country and the
land was taken back in a defensive
mode in protection from the attack.
So at page 3 of our H. Res. 11, it
points out that the U.N. resolution is a
major obstacle to the achievement of
the two-state solution. At the bottom
of page 5, it says: ‘‘A durable and sustainable peace agreement between
Israel and the Palestinians will come
only through direct bilateral negotiations between the parties resulting in a
Jewish, democratic state living sideby-side next to a demilitarized Palestinian state in peace and security.’’
Mr. Speaker, there cannot be peace
and security in the Middle East when a
people are allowed to occupy an area,
and those people continue, with the encouragement of the United Nations,
with John Kerry and this President, to
conduct intensive terrorism on the people of Israel and we continue to condemn the victims of that terrorism.
You can’t have peace in a land where
the most powerful nation—possibly the
most powerful nation up to now. We
were at one time. Our Navy is down, I
think, to pre-World War I standards,
and our troops are down below preWorld War II. But at one time, we were
the most powerful nation. The most
powerful or near most powerful nation
is taking up for the victims and encouraging that the victims give away
more of the land that they have already given so much of to those who
are inflicting terror upon them. It is
like my friends on the far left, constantly complaining about bullies, who
never had been bullied like I was as a
small child because I was very small in
elementary school.
b 2045
I got beat up a lot, and I defended
myself, but it didn’t matter. When people are coming after you that are a foot
and a half taller than you are and they
flunked two grades, you are not going
to come out well.
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My fifth grade teacher, after I got
beat up trying to get back my football
I got for Christmas, took me up in
front of the class. My nose is still
bleeding, dripping down my shirt. She
said: I want everybody to see what happens when the little boys try to play
with the big boys.
She always took up for the bullies.
And that is what this administration
has been doing and this is what this
United Nations has been doing: taking
up for the terrorist bullies.
I am amazed that the nation of Israel
has held back all hell breaking loose on
the Gaza Strip because of the continued assaults day after day, sending
rockets into Israel, Israel spending
millions of dollars to protect themselves against the constant attack
from the Gaza Strip.
And what happens?
They try to protect themselves with
a legitimate blockade to make sure nobody is taking rockets in, and the U.N.
and world opinion goes nuts over that.
Page 6 of our resolution we voted on
today goes on to say that the House of
Representatives calls for United Nations Security Council 2334 to be repealed or fundamentally altered so
that it is no longer one-sided and antiIsrael.
Here is my problem again. B, it allows all final status issues toward a
two-state solution be resolved and have
direct negotiations between the parties.
Nobody at the U.N., if we are a part
of it, and nobody in the United States
administration should even mention
the little phrase ‘‘two-state solution.’’
This body should not even mention in a
resolution that we are in any way endorsing a two-state solution.
I know there are a lot of Christians
that aren’t as familiar with the Bible,
perhaps, as they will be one day, but
my friend, Joel Rosenberg, pointed out
numerous times in the book of Joel,
chapter 3:
For look. In those days and at that time I
will return the exiles to Judah and Jerusalem. Then I will gather all the nations. I
will bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. I will enter into judgment
against them there concerning my people
Israel, who are my inheritance, whom they
scattered among the nations.

Then it lists the number one grievance that the God of the Bible, the God
I believe in, had against those nations
he is going to rain down only hell judgment on. The number one grievance is:
they partitioned my land. They divided
my land, the promised land.
When the United States Congress embraces, demands that Israel be divided
into separate states instead of being
able to live in, peacefully, the land
that was occupied and promised over
3,000 years ago, I think we are making
a big mistake. That is why I had to
vote ‘‘no’’ on the resolution.
Now just as our leadership rushed
this resolution to the floor, I am hopeful they will rush H. Res. 311 to the
floor. I filed it today, this afternoon. H.
Res. 311 is very basic. It says:
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‘‘To withhold United States assessed
and voluntary contributions to the
United Nations, and for other purposes.
‘‘Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled,
‘‘Section 1. Short title.
‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Refusing to Assist Paying for United Nations
Actions Against Israel Act’ ’’.
United States assessed involuntary
contributions to the United Nations.
That is section 2. And the operative
wording says:
‘‘No funds are authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available for
assessed or voluntary contributions of
the United States to the United Nations or to any organ, specialized agency, commission, treaty or treaty body,
or other affiliated body of the United
Nations . . . ‘’
It goes on: ‘‘ . . . until such time as
United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334, regarding Israel’s Settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, is repealed in its entirety.’’
Then, section 3 says: ‘‘No funds are
authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available to pay interest on
assessed or voluntary contributions
that are withheld under this Act.’’
So the purpose of that is I am hoping
and praying that this body will not just
pay lip service to a U.N. resolution,
and actually embrace, as John Kerry,
apparently, was saying that day, not
much difference between AIPAC’s position in supporting this resolution. He
may not have mentioned they would
support the resolution, but AIPAC’s position and John Kerry’s position. If you
look at what is in the resolution, he
may have something there.
This would actually put some teeth
into it. This is something that would
send a message to the United Nations
and the nations around the world that
if you are going to continue to be so
anti-Israel, so bigoted, so racist, so
anti-Jewish, then the United States is
not going to continue to fund your outrageous, bigoted activities, your lush,
lavish lifestyle.
I would think if we could pass this,
the United Nations delayed in withdrawing that resolution or rescinding
it, then that should ultimately lead to
our denial of any visas to diplomats of
the United Nations. Then, once that
occurs, apparently under the deed to
the United Nations, it was only for
such time as the headquarters in New
York—is the main headquarters of the
United Nations. So if they can’t get
diplomats there, they will have to
move the headquarters elsewhere and
that land would be ceded back to the
foundation.
Hopefully, if we will go ahead and do
something that has teeth in it and not
embrace language that will be fatal to
this nation of Israel, we can make a
difference. That can bring peace in the
world. Terrorists only understand
power, and sometimes power is conveyed in the way of money.
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We should not be funding a United
Nations that is so bigoted and so hateful to the nation of Israel.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
f

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 54 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Friday, January 6, 2017, at noon.
f
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
9. A letter from the Administrator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Amendment to the Egg Research
and Promotion Rules and Regulations To
Update Patents, Copyrights, Trademarks,
and Information Provisions [Docket No.:
AMS-LPS-15-0042] received January 3, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.
10. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Comptroller, Department of Defense, transmitting a report of multiple violations of the
Antideficiency Act, Air Force case number
12-01, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1351; Public Law
97-258; (96 Stat. 926); to the Committee on Appropriations.
11. A letter from the Acting Under Secretary, Policy, Department of Defense,
transmitting the Department’s Fiscal Year
2016 annual Regional Defense Combating
Terrorism Fellowship Program Report to
Congress, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2249c(c); Public Law 108-136, Sec. 1221)a)(1); (117 Stat.
1651); to the Committee on Armed Services.
12. A letter from the Chief Counsel, FEMA,
Department of Homeland Security, transmitting the Department’s final rule — Suspension of Community Eligibility (Chambers
and Harris Counties, TX, et al.) [Docket ID:
FEMA-2016-0002] [Internal Agency Docket
No.: FEMA-8461] received January 3, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial Services.
13. A letter from the Chief Counsel, FEMA,
Department of Homeland Security, transmitting the Department’s final rule — National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP): Financial
Assistance/Subsidy Arrangement [Docket ID:
FEMA-2016-0012] (RIN:1660-AA86) received
January 3, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.
14. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, Office of Community Planning and Development, Department of Housing and Urban Development, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Modernizing HUD’s Consolidated
Planning Process To Narrow the Digital Divide and Increase Resilience to Natural Hazards [Docket No.: FR 5891-F-02] (RIN: 2506AC41) received January 3, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial Services.
15. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, Office of the Secretary, Department of Housing

VerDate Sep 11 2014

January 5, 2017

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

05:32 Jan 06, 2017

Jkt 069060

and Urban Development, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Narrowing the
Digital Divide Through Installation of
Broadband Infrastructure in HUD-Funded
New Construction and Substantial Rehabilitation of Multifamily Rental Housing [Docket No.: FR 5890-F-02] (RIN: 2501-AD75) received January 3, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.
16. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislation, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Department’s National Health Service Corps Report
to Congress for the Year 2015, pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 254i; July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, Sec.
336A (as amended by Public Law 107-251, Sec.
307(b)); (116 Stat. 1649); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
17. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Communications and Information, Department of Commerce, transmitting the Department’s Quarterly Report on the Transition of the Stewardship of the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority Functions, covering the activities from June 1, 2016 to October 24, 2016, pursuant to the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2016, Public Law 114-113;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.
18. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Health Resources and Services Administration, Department of Health and Human Services, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — 340B Drug Pricing Program Ceiling
Price and Manufacturer Civil Monetary Penalties Regulation (RIN: 0906-AA89) received
January 4, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
19. A letter from the Chairman, Nuclear
Waste Technical Review Board, transmitting
the Board’s report titled ‘‘Report to the U.S.
Congress and the Secretary of Energy; Board
Activities for the Period January 1, 2013 —
December 31, 2015’’, pursuant to the Nuclear
Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987, Public Law 100-203; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.
20. A letter from the Secretary, Department of the Treasury, transmitting a sixmonth periodic report on the national emergency with respect to Belarus that was declared in Executive Order 13405 of June 16,
2006, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.
21. A letter from the Secretary, Department of the Treasury, transmitting a sixmonth periodic report on the national emergency with respect to North Korea that was
declared in Executive Order 13466 of June 26,
2008, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.
22. A letter from the Acting Assistant Secretary for Export Administration, Bureau of
Industry and Security, Department of Commerce, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Russian Sanctions: Addition of Certain Entities to the Entity List, and Clarification of License Review Policy [Docket
No.: 161206999-6999-01] (RIN: 0694-AH25) received January 3, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
23. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment to the International Traffic in
Arms Regulations: Revision of U.S. Munitions List Category XV [Public Notice: 9688]
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(RIN: 1400-AD33) received January 3, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
24. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
International Traffic in Arms Regulations:
International Trade Data System, Reporting
[Public Notice: 9811] (RIN: 1400-AE07) received January 3, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
25. A letter from the Legal Counsel, Equal
Employment
Opportunity
Commission,
transmitting notification of a federal vacancy, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public
Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.
26. A letter from the Chairwoman, Federal
Trade Commission, transmitting the Federal
Trade Commission’s Inspector General Semiannual Report to Congress for the period
April 1, 2016 through September 30, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) Sec.
5(b); Public Law 95-452, Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat.
1103); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.
27. A letter from the Administrator, Small
Business Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s Office of Inspector General’s Semiannual Report to Congress covering the period of April 1 through September 30, 2016; to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.
28. A letter from the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks, National Park Service, Department of
the Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Alaska; Subsistence Collections
[NPS-AKRO-22487;
PPAKAKROZ5,
PPMPRLE1Y.L00000] (RIN: 1024-AE28) received January 3, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Resources.
29. A letter from the Secretary, Department of the Interior, transmitting the Annual Operating Plan for Colorado River System Reservoirs for 2017, pursuant to 43 U.S.C.
1552(b); to the Committee on Natural Resources.
30. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and Energy Efficiency, Office of the General Counsel, Department of Energy, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Inflation Adjustment of Civil Monetary Penalties (RIN: 1990AA46) received December 30, 2016, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
the Judiciary.
31. A letter from the Director, Contract
and Grant Policy Division, Office of Procurement, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, transmitting the Administration’s final rule — NASA Federal Acquisition
Regulation Supplement: Contractor Financial Reporting of Property (2016-N024) (RIN:
2700-AE33) received January 3, 2017, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.
32. A letter from the Administrator, Transportation Security Administration, Department of Homeland Security, transmitting
the Administration’s certification that the
level of screening services and protection
provided at the Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport (BZN), Glacier Park International Airport (FCA), and Yellowstone
Airport (WYS) in Montana will be equal to or
greater than the level that would be provided
at the airport by TSA Transportation Security Officers and that the screening company
is owned and controlled by citizens of the
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