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After his time as Speaker, Brewer would go
on to serve as Lieutenant Governor before
being elevated to the position of Governor
after the death of Lurleen Wallace in 1968.
When he ran for a full term in 1970, he exhibited his compassion for the people of Alabama
and his bravery in fundamentally changing
how gubernatorial candidates organized their
respective campaigns by including African
Americans. In his platform, Brewer fought for
education funding, an ethics commission, and
a commission to revise Alabama’s 1901 state
constitution.
Governor Brewer sought to help those who
were disenfranchised and in poverty throughout Alabama and to include newly registered
African American voters. His dedication to the
disenfranchised speaks volumes for his character and his commitment to selfless public
service. Albert Brewer raised the bar for public
service in Alabama.
After leaving office, Governor Brewer followed his passion for education and became
a distinguished professor at Cumberland
School of Law, where he taught courses on
ethics and constitutional law. His expertise,
impact on students, and passion were recognized by Cumberland School of Law with the
dedication of the Martha F. and Albert P.
Brewer Plaza on April 4, 2008.
Sadly, Governor Brewer passed away on
January 2, 2017 at the age of 88. His integrity
and dedication to public service have made a
positive mark that cannot be undone. His legacy will be one of compassion, selfless public
service, and an unfailing dedication to his family and the people of Alabama.
I consider it an honor to have known Albert
Brewer and worked with him over the years.
On behalf of Alabama’s First Congressional
District, I want to share my deepest condolences with his family, friends, and loved ones.
Mr. Speaker, Albert Brewer was one of the
best governors in our state’s history, and there
is no doubt Alabama is a better state because
of his service and sacrifice.
f
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mitch Kornfeld, a local business owner and outgoing President of the
Jewish Community Alliance of Northeastern
Pennsylvania. He is a force for change in the
local Jewish community, and professionally,
Mr. Kornfeld is the Owner and Vice President
of Operations at The Woodlands Inn, one of
the premier hotels in the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Area.
Mr. Kornfeld is a South Wilkes-Barre native
and graduate of E.L. Myers High School. In
1969, his father and uncle opened The Woodlands, and Mr. Komfeld grew up in and around
the family business. A graduate of the University of Pittsburgh, he earned a degree in economics and communications. After college, Mr.
Kornfeld returned to Wilkes-Bane to play a
vital role in his family’s business.
Mr. Kornfeld grew up in a Jewish family,
and today, he gives back as an active mem-
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ber of the Jewish Community Alliance of
Northeastern Pennsylvania. The JCA seeks to
create a community for Jews to connect to
each other and to their faith through services
and programming. As president, he has been
instrumental in expanding the Jewish Community Center, currently located in Wilkes-Bane,
to the new Center for Jewish Life in Kingston.
The 60,000 square foot space will feature a fitness center, a library, class rooms, and a resource room to serve and support the Jewish
population of the Wyoming Valley and the
general public.
Mr. Kornfeld combines business acumen
with an altruistic spirit. He is committed to supporting and reenergizing the Jewish population
in Northeast Pennsylvania with projects such
as the Center for Jewish Life.
It is an honor to recognize Mitch Kornfeld
and his exceptional work as President of the
Jewish Community Alliance. He has left a remarkable legacy by taking a leadership role in
the development of the Center for Jewish Life.
I look forward to watching the final realization
of this ambitious project, and I wish him the
very best in the future.
f
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I
honor another Poe from Texas and an unsung
patriot during our Revolution, George Washington Poe. The Legacy of Texas States:
‘‘Born in Ohio, he and his wife, Frances, traveled to Texas as quickly as they could. It was
in Texas that he found success in the military,
building up the young Army’s artillery and seeing to the needs of the men fighting for the
Revolution’s cause.
We all know the legendary story of Sam
Houston and his role in our state’s history. It
was on this day in 1836 that Houston referred
to Poe as a major, no doubt a reference to his
volunteer rank since he was officially a third
lieutenant in the fledgling regular army.
Records show that while the political leaders
of Texas wrestled with who should lead the
Army in early 1836, Poe remained fiercely
loyal to Houston. In a letter to Houston, Poe
declared that he and his company ‘‘do not nor
will not know any other General than Sam
Houston.’’
Poe’s strong sense of loyalty proved to be
fruitful for his military career. He soon was appointed assistant Inspector General of the
Army, and was in charge of a 120-man garrison at Velasco. When the General Council assembled and established an official army for
the Republic of Texas in March of 1836, Poe
was appointed captain of the artillery.
That appointment seemed like a demotion
to Poe. In a letter to Thomas J. Rusk, he protested saying he deserved to be a major. In
mid-March, Poe and his artillery unit departed
Velasco to join Sam Houston again, where it
is documented that he later participated in the
Battle of San Jacinto, Poe experienced two
significant ceremonial milestones in his career
that speak to the high regard in which he was
held. Poe commanded the artillery piece that
fired a salute over the remains of Fannin’s
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men near the mission of La Bahia and later
served as marshal of the funeral procession
for Stephen F. Austin.
After leaving the military, Poe settled in
Houston where he worked in land speculation.
Houston remained loyal to his faithful supporter, and nominated Poe to be stock commissioner of the new Republic. Poe died on
Texas soil, and although his name has failed
to become as legendary as Houston, Bowie,
or Travis; his contributions to our history and
the success of Texas are worthy of remembrance.’’
It is always interesting to hear the history of
bygone days of the Texas Revolution, especially about another Poe from Texas.
And that’s just the way it is.
f
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Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
honor the life and memory of my friend and
mentor, Oneil Marion Cannon, who passed
away on January 20, days before his 100th
birthday.
Oneil was born in Louisiana on January 28,
1917. He began early to fight against injustice.
As a young insurance agent in New Orleans,
he joined an office workers union, and he defied miscegenation laws to associate with
white students at Tulane and Dillard Universities. He served honorably in the Pacific Theatre during World War II and settled with his
wife and children in Los Angeles after his discharge. There he learned the printing trade on
the GI Bill. He believed all his life in collective
action, and fought to become the first African
American member of the Printer’s Union in
Los Angeles.
Union membership, however, did not guarantee him work in that segregated industry, so
he started his own print shop in the basement
of the progressive Black newspaper The
Eagle. Fidelity Educational Press became
known as the ‘‘union printer to the left,’’ producing leaflets, journals, and brochures for
community groups, activists and churches.
Oneil taught the printing trade to generations
of printers in South Los Angeles. His passion
for education further led him to fight for
‘‘Negro History Week’’ in L.A. schools, and to
take an active part in the multi-year struggle
for a junior college in South L.A. That battle
culminated in the opening of L.A. Southwest
College in 1967.
In 1985 he co-founded the Paul Robeson
Center, which quickly became a community
hub. For years it pursued its mission of seeking interracial and intercultural understanding.
Oneil was instrumental in supporting my own
work as a community organizer early in my
life, and without his help my life would have
taken a very different path.
Deeply involved in politics, Oneil belonged
to the Independent Progressive Party and
campaigned to put Henry Wallace on the ballot in the late 1940s. As part of the IPP, he
used economic power to force employers to
hire Black and Mexican American workers,
using the slogan ‘‘don’t bank or buy where you
can’t work.’’ He worked for decades to elect
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representatives of color to office, including
Tom Bradley, Ed Roybal, and even campaigning at age 90 for Barack Obama.
I would like to salute Oneil Cannon for his
longstanding commitment to serving and uplifting others, and for a century of fighting to
make the world a better place.
f
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor New Technology High
School, which is celebrating its 20th Anniversary of providing innovative educational and
career opportunities to students in Napa, California.
New Technology High was established in
1996 by local business people and community
educational leaders as a place where students
would learn the skills necessary to compete in
the changing technological and global economy. This vision has been achieved and expanded over the past 20 years, resulting in an
innovative, award-winning educational community. New Technology High School is recognized as a California Distinguished School, a
California Gold Ribbon School and a New
Tech Network National Demonstration Site.
The school offers a curriculum using innovative administrative and educational models including project and problem-based learning,
easy access to technology resources and a
focus on student-centered culture and outcomes. Students regularly work in teams to
prepare for real life collaborative projects in
the technology sector. New Technology High
is providing students the important skill set
that they will use to tackle the cyber, climate,
business and global challenges we face.
In addition to providing exceptional educational opportunities to their own student
body, New Technology High offers programs
serving 13 schools in the Napa Valley Unified
School District. This outreach has led to the
creation of the New Tech Network, which
helps 180 schools across the country implement innovative models.
Mr. Speaker, for the past 20 years, New
Technology High School has been a leader in
education reform in the Napa Valley, Northern
California, the United States, and globally. It is
therefore fitting and proper that we honor the
school here today.
f
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Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I recognize Catholic schools and parishes in our nation as we celebrate National Catholic Schools
Week. As we approach this celebration, I am
excited to announce that this year’s theme is
‘‘Catholic School: Communities of Faith,
Knowledge, and Service,’’ which resonates
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with my District that is home to twenty-eight
Catholic schools. Parochial education strives
to instill faith, community involvement, and
commitment in the classroom to shape each
generation of students into well-educated,
compassionate members of our communities.
For forty-three years, Catholic schools have
taken part in this tradition, which provides a
time to reflect on and commemorate their contributions to education.
There are over two million students enrolled
in the 6,525 Catholic schools across the
United States that serve urban, suburban,
rural, and inner-city communities. This past
year, 37 Catholic schools were designated the
Blue Ribbon from the U.S. Department of Education, exceeding academic standards, closing
achievement gaps, and establishing progressive teaching methods. In addition to this prestigious award, Catholic schools exceed graduation rates throughout the country and extensively focus on college preparatory classes
with 85.7 percent of their students attending a
four-year college after graduation.
As a proud graduate of St. Anne Grade
School in East Moline, Illinois and Spalding
Catholic High School in Peoria, Illinois, I am
honored to co-sponsor legislation supporting
National Catholic Schools Week. The religious
values and foundation of faith instilled through
Catholic schools has strengthened my relationship with God and informed my daily life
with lessons of faith. I am also thankful that
our three sons have the opportunity to attend
Catholic schools and become immersed in the
Catholic faith, quality education, and community service that they provide.
This week is a time to reflect on and celebrate all the contributions of the National
Catholic Education Association and the impact
their schools provide to our communities. I
look forward to continuing to support Catholic
schools and carrying out God’s mission of
faith, service, and knowledge. During National
Catholic Schools Week, I extend my sincere
blessings to the Catholic schools across the
nation and I am honored to promote their successes.
f

hard to support herself, her daughter and ultimately a granddaughter. She was the housekeeper for a prominent lower Manhattan family
for decades. She is still to this day in touch
with the family whose son and daughter credit
Larlie with helping raise them and are effusive
in their genuine love and affection for her.
Mrs. Dixon has been a member of the Second St. John Baptist Church since 1970. A
great financial supporter of the church through
the years, she proudly served on the Mother’s
Board where she enjoys mentoring and guiding the young women of the church. She also
loved attending Sunday Church School until
her later years, but continues to attend the 11
am Worship Service practically every Sunday.
Larlie Dixon is surrounded by family and
friends who love and help care for her. She
has two granddaughters, Jackie and Jazmine
(both of Atlanta); many, many nieces and
nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews,
spiritual daughter, Berlina Whitaker; Pastor
and his wife Reverend Robert and Mrs. Dorothy Jones; Harvey and Dr. Margaret Walker,
neighbors; her entire Second St. John Baptist
Church family and her three caregivers,
Carmelle, Margaret & Antoinette.
Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had the
time to recognize and celebrate the tremendous life of Mrs. Larlie Henry Dixon and her
100th birthday celebration.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, had
I been present, I would have voted YEA on
Roll Call No. 66.
f
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Tuesday, January 24, 2017
Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 7, a bill that makes
it harder for women to access comprehensive
reproductive health care, including safe and
legal abortion. It is outrageous that, in 2017,
women still have to fight for our right to make
basic health care decisions.
Under the Hyde and Helms Amendments,
no federal dollars fund abortion. H.R. 7 would
codify these unjust limitations and in fact goes
much further by restricting women’s access to
comprehensive health care even when no federal funding is involved.
Most egregiously, H.R. 7 provides no exception for abortion in cases where a woman’s
health is at risk. By providing no ‘‘health of the
mother’’ exception, this legislation callously
disregards the well-being of American women.
H.R. 7 makes it impossible for women, especially low and moderate-income women, to
access comprehensive health care on
Healthcare.gov or state insurance exchanges.
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Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the celebration of Mrs. Larlie Henry
Dixon’s 100th birthday. With nearly a century
passing, Ms. Dixon has dedicated her life to
Second St. John Baptist Church, the City of
New York, and her lifelong contribution to her
community.
Mrs. Larlie Henry Dixon, the third eldest of
eight siblings, was born on January 28, 1917
to Lloyd & Sarah Henry in Dawson, GA. The
family later moved to Largo, Florida where
many of her family still reside.
She married Boisey Dixon on November 17,
1935. They were the parents of one daughter,
Larlie Jean, who regretfully predeceased her.
The family migrated to New York in search of
better opportunities in the mid-forties when
Larlie entered the work force.
Larlie, known for her candor and directness,
had a strong work ethic and always worked
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