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will add valuable historic property to
the Kennesaw Mountain National Bat-
tlefield Park, located right in the heart
of Georgia’s 11th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Our Nation has long recognized the
importance of restoring historic sites,
especially those Dbattlefields where
Americans fought and died for freedom.
Places such as Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park, where signifi-
cant battles of America’s Civil War
took place, allow us to look back in
time to get a glimpse of the events
that shaped our Nation. It is extremely
important that we understand our his-
tory; otherwise, we will be destined to
repeat the mistakes of our past.

This bill, which passed the House
unanimously last Congress, welcomes
our next generation to engage in the
eye-opening stories of our past. A re-
cent study of American history edu-
cation revealed that only 23 percent of
college seniors could identify James
Madison as the father of our Constitu-
tion; however, 98 percent of college
graduates knew that Snoop Dogg was a
rapper.

Mr. Speaker, it is now more impor-
tant than ever to ensure that the gen-
erations following us have access to
these historic sites and the educational
opportunities they provide or we risk
losing touch with our history. My bill
simply allows Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park to acquire two
pieces of property, through donation,
that will add to the historic and edu-
cational value of this historic battle-
field.

One of the properties this bill will
preserve is a home that was built in
1853 by Mr. Josiah Wallis. Mr. Wallis
built this home for his family, but it
was eventually used as a hospital by
the Confederate Army during the Civil
War. In 1864, the Wallis House fell into
the hands of General William Sherman
of the Union Army during his cam-
paign to take Atlanta.

The house served as Sherman’s head-
quarters during the Battle of Kolb’s
Farm, which was a resounding victory
for the Union Army, but the victory
was not without cost. When the smoke
cleared, over 350 Union soldiers and
over 1,000 Confederate soldiers lay
dead.

Five days later, Union General Oliver
Howard used the Wallis House as his
headquarters and communications cen-
ter during the Battle of Kennesaw
Mountain, one of the bloodiest 1-day
battles of the entire war. This was also
the last major battle before Atlanta
fell to Union forces.

While the assault by General Sher-
man was a tactical failure costing the
lives of over 3,000 of his men, the battle
also inflicted heavy losses on the Con-
federates. Having lost another 1,000
men, the Confederate Army could not
stop General Sherman on his march to
Atlanta.

Adjacent to the Wallis House is 8
acres of land known as Harriston Hill.
This property offers a sweeping view of
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the valley leading to the Confederate
line on top of Kennesaw Mountain and
was used by the Union as signaling po-
sitions during the battle. This location
is essential for park visitors to under-
stand the strategic positions taken by
the Union and Confederate flag Armies
during the battle.

In addition to being critical sites in
Civil War history, the Wallis House and
Harriston Hill are two of the few origi-
nal locations remaining from the Bat-
tle of Kennesaw Mountain associated
with the Union Army. Most of the
park’s current attractions correspond
with Confederate history, and these ad-
ditions will prove to be major histor-
ical acquisitions that will enhance the
value of the park and provide insight
into the Union’s side of the story.

In 2002, the Cobb County Government
purchased the Wallis House and
Harriston Hill to prevent the house
from being demolished. Since then, the
county has been seeking to transfer the
property to the park. My bill simply
modifies the boundary of Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park to
include the house and the hill and au-
thorizes the park to acquire the prop-
erty by donation.

Along with the Cobb County Govern-
ment, this land transfer is supported
by the National Park Service, Ken-
nesaw Mountain National Battlefield
Park, and several park volunteer orga-
nizations and historical societies in my
district.

This legislation is an essential step
toward preserving our Nation’s herit-
age and a valuable part of Civil War
history. The Wallis House and
Harriston Hill will provide tremendous
educational and historical value to
Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park, and it is my hope that the
park will quickly acquire this property
and restore it to its original condition
for visitors to enjoy for generations to
come.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I urge the adop-
tion of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
urge the adoption of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 558.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REQUEST TO CALL UP H.R. 724,
STATUE OF LIBERTY VALUES
ACT OF 2017
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent to bring up and

consider H.R. 724, the Statue of Liberty

Values Act of 2017.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been
cleared by the bipartisan floor and
committee leaderships.

DELAWARE WATER GAP NATIONAL
RECREATION AREA IMPROVE-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 560) to amend the Delaware
Water Gap National Recreation Area
Improvement Act to provide access to
certain vehicles serving residents of
municipalities adjacent to the Dela-
ware Water Gap National Recreation
Area, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 560

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. VEHICULAR ACCESS AND FEES.

Section 4 of the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Improvement Act
(Public Law 109-156) is amended to read as
follows:

“SEC. 4. USE OF CERTAIN ROADS WITHIN THE
RECREATION AREA.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, Highway 209, a feder-
ally owned road within the boundaries of the
Recreation Area, shall be closed to all com-
mercial vehicles.

““(b) EXCEPTION FOR LOCAL BUSINESS USE.—
Until September 30, 2021, subsection (a) shall
not apply with respect to the use of commer-
cial vehicles that have four or fewer axles
and are—

‘(1) owned and operated by a business
physically located in—

‘‘(A) the Recreation Area; or

‘“(B) one or more adjacent municipalities;
or

‘‘(2) necessary to provide services to busi-
nesses or persons located in—

‘‘(A) the Recreation Area; or

“(B) one of more adjacent municipalities.

‘“(c) FEE.—The Secretary shall establish a
fee and permit program for the use by com-
mercial vehicles of Highway 209 under sub-
section (b). The program shall include an an-
nual fee not to exceed $200 per vehicle. All
fees received under the program shall be set
aside in a special account and be available,
without further appropriation, to the Sec-
retary for the administration and enforce-
ment of the program, including registering
vehicles, issuing permits and vehicle identi-
fication stickers, and personnel costs.

‘(d) EXCEPTIONS.—The following vehicles
may use Highway 209 and shall not be subject
to a fee or permit requirement under sub-
section (c):

‘(1) Liocal school buses.

‘(2) Fire, ambulance, and other safety and
emergency vehicles.

‘“(3) Commercial vehicles using Federal
Road Route 209, from—

‘“(A) Milford to the Delaware River Bridge
leading to U.S. Route 206 in New Jersey; and

“(B) mile 0 of Federal Road Route 209 to
Pennsylvania State Route 2001.”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

Section 2 of the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Improvement Act
(Public Law 109-156) is amended—



		Superintendent of Documents
	2018-07-26T23:57:16-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




