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Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, earlier today I introduced legislation to put an end to an industry that’s taken
cruelty to animals to a whole new level.
Animal dealers who operate under a USDA
Class B license have been guilty of gross violations of the Animal Welfare Act’s minimum
standards for the decent treatment of animals.
Class B dealers have routinely kept dogs in
overcrowded cages, fed them rotten food and
food contaminated with feces, ignored problems like frozen drinking water, failed to provide veterinary care for dogs with serious untreated injuries and diseases, and left live
dogs caged up with the carcasses of dead
dogs. And if that’s not enough to turn your
stomach, Class B dealers have beaten, strangled, and shot dogs.
Now, all that would be bad enough, but this
story gets even worse. There are two kinds of
dealers who sell dogs to research facilities.
Class A dealers raise the dogs they sell to researchers, and they are strictly regulated by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Class B
dealers, on the other hand, acquire the dogs
they sell from so-called random sources. What
this means is that Class B dealers buy animals, often with no questions asked, from an
unregulated network of suppliers.
Thanks to the work of animal rights groups
and undercover investigators, we know that
Class B dealers buy dogs that were family
pets: pets that have in many cases been stolen or adopted under false pretenses. Class B
dealers often acquire lost pets from local
pounds or shelters and it’s clear that they do
it knowingly.
Like millions of Americans, I’ve got a dog I
love. He’s a golden retriever named Brody. I
get sick to my stomach when I think about
someone treating him the way Class B dealers
treat the dogs they buy and sell.
The Animal Welfare Act has been in place
for fifty years, but Class B dealers are still getting away with murder. The Class B trade in
animals creates strong financial incentives for
theft, inhumane treatment of animals, and
other crime, as the record of this industry over
the years has proven. It’s time to shut this barbaric system down.
With that end in mind, Congressman CHRIS
SMITH and I have introduced legislation in the
U.S. House of Representatives that we believe
would ensure that all dogs and cats used by
research facilities are obtained legally. This
legislation, the Pet Safety and Protection Act,
would effectively prohibit the use of animals
purchased from Class B dealers by scientific
and biomedical research institutions.
Specifically, the Pet Safety and Protection
Act would require research facilities to obtain
dogs and cats from only five sources: Class A
dealers, law-abiding publicly owned and operated pounds or shelters, properly licensed research facilities, federal research facilities, or
people who have owned the dogs or cats in
question for at least a year and who are donating these animals for research.
This legislation would effectively ensure that
lost or stolen pets would no longer be slipped
into the supply chain for research animals.
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Ending the trade in random source dogs
won’t halt or harm much-needed research.
Most researchers have stopped using animals
from Class B dealers, and researchers will still
be able to procure purpose-bred research animals from a number of more reliable, more
humane, and more reputable sources. But, it
will ensure that somebody’s beloved pet
doesn’t end up in a Class B dealer’s hands.
The Animal Welfare Institute and the Humane Society strongly support this legislation.
In fact, the Animal Welfare Institute and the
Humane Society have been actively engaged
in trying to end this abuse for years, and they
know more about this problem than anyone
else. I’m grateful to them for their efforts to
raise public awareness about this problem,
and to enact legislation to end it.
Class B dealers across this country violate
the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act every
day and cause needless suffering for thousands of dogs and cats, many of which were
once beloved family pets. Class B dealers
starve, beat, and kill these animals, and they
deserve to be shut down.
I urge my colleagues to join me in enacting
the Pet Safety and Protection Act so we can
put an end to this unnecessary and abhorrent
practice.
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate Dylan
Mullenix for being named a 2017 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa
publication, Business Record.
Since 2000, Business Record has undertaken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involvement and success in their chosen career field.
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 680 past business leaders and growing.
Dylan serves as the Assistant Director for
the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization. With his leadership, the organization has developed The Tomorrow Plan, a
long-range plan for the sustainable development of the Greater Des Moines area. In addition, Dylan was instrumental in the creation of
the Greater Des Moines Water Trails and
Greenways Plan. He also serves on other
local regional planning organizations. Outside
of work, Dylan enjoys following University of
Iowa athletics and spending time with his wife,
Erin, and son, Jack.
Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to represent leaders like Dylan in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that I recognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Dylan on receiving this
esteemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
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ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.
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Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to share with my colleagues several articles that I have written
over the years regarding Latin America. As a
Member of the Western Hemisphere Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs, these pieces
serve to outline and inform discussions that
our Committee will cover in the 115th Congress. I include in the RECORD the attached
articles.
WHAT REAL PROGRESS ON CUBA SHOULD LOOK
LIKE
(By Mel Martinez & Francis Rooney)
When President Obama stepped off Air
Force One in Havana, many focused on the
historic nature of his visit to Cuba—the first
since President Calvin Coolidge. Coverage is
focused on a thaw in Cold War animosity,
and images of President Obama strolling the
Malecón and meeting with Raúl Castro are
being broadcast around the world. However,
behind those scenes, the Cuban people continue to suffer under a regime that denies
them the rights, the freedom, the opportunity, and the dignity they deserve. Without addressing human rights, economic freedom, and freedom of expression, President
Obama’s trip is likely to be nothing more
than speeches and photo ops.
First, President Obama should make it
clear that further opening of ties between
the U.S. and Cuba is contingent upon further
political, economic, and social reforms.
These preconditions would make it clear to
the Cuban regime that despite the restoration of diplomatic ties, the benefits they
seek from trade, investment, and tourism
from the United States are destined to benefit the Cuban people—not to buttress a repressive regime.
In Havana, we hope that President Obama
reminds the Cuban regime of how far it lags
behind its neighbors in the region who have
embraced democracy, economic freedom, and
the rule of law. Compared to the region,
Cuba has remained an economic and political
backwater. It must be made clear to the
Cuban regime that their restrictions on political freedom, civil rights, free expression,
and the rule of law are on the wrong side of
history.
To this end, President Obama should push
the Cuban regime to begin significant shifts
to ensure the rule of law and initial steps towards the creation of an independent judiciary free of Communist Party influence. Protections of human rights, property, and dignity must come before the interests of the
Cuban Communist Party. Furthermore, with
party poised to hold its Seventh Congress
next month, President Obama should suggest
that further rapprochement requires that
Congress to chart a path towards free and
fair elections, and not to serve as a rubber
stamp for the next generation of Communist
apparatchiks.
More importantly, it must be made clear
to the Cuban regime that the United States
will not tolerate the continuing brutal detention of human rights activists and regime
opposition. In the lead up to President
Obama’s visit, 300 people have been arrested
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