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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day. We
ask Your blessing upon our Nation.
Bless the work of the Members of the
people’s House. May they toil dili-
gently to bring about solutions to the
pressing issues of these times.

Bless all men and women across our
country, especially those who work in
service to others: police, firefighters,
healthcare providers, teachers, those
who work in local, State, and national
government, and those men and women
serving in our Armed Forces.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. RASKIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

EQUALITY FOR AMERICAN
CITIZENS LIVING IN PUERTO RICO

(Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute.)

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico. Mr. Speaker, I was elected to
seek equality for 3.4 million American
citizens living in Puerto Rico. I am the
sole Representative for the island, and
I represent more constituents in my
sole district than anyone in this House.

I rise today to honor the 100th anni-
versary of the enactment of the Jones
Act, which conferred American citizen-
ship on Puerto Ricans on this day in
1917. Since then, more than 200,000 vet-
erans have served proudly in the U.S.
military, where they are equal in war
but not in peace.

That is why I stand with the will of
the people of Puerto Rico to incor-
porate to the United States as the 5lst
State of the Union, as requested in the
2012 plebiscite by 61 percent of the
votes.

Let this House fulfill the promise
that the United States of America is a
nation of liberty and justice for all of
us.

———

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO FIX
THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this week, I welcomed Emily Carlson
to the Capitol as my guest to President
Trump’s address to Congress.

Emily comes from a rural town
called Abingdon, Illinois. She is the co-
owner of a small family-owned busi-
ness, and her husband, Kevin, is a
farmer. Like a lot of hardworking Mid-
westerners, they don’t want a handout;
they just want a fair shot at success.

But 17 years ago, all of that was put
at risk when Emily was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis, which is a chronic

and expensive disease to treat, and she
will have this the rest of her life. They
could barely afford the most basic care
for Emily because she was in the high-
risk pool in the State of Illinois.

Too often the Carlsons literally had
to vacillate between affording Emily’s
medication or going deeper into debt.
However, since the passage of the Af-
fordable Care Act, life has been much
better for the Carlsons. Today their
family of four has much better cov-
erage, and it costs much less.

Mr. Speaker, President Trump’s re-
peal wouldn’t just undermine Emily’s
health; it would devastate their fam-
ily’s economic security, along with
those of many families throughout our
Nation. Instead, let’s work together to
keep what is working and fix what is
not.

——————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF ARMY
SERGEANT ROBERT SHANE PUGH

(Mr. KELLY of Mississippi asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I am humbled today to rise in
memory of Army Sergeant Robert
Shane Pugh. He made the ultimate sac-
rifice while defending our Nation on
March 2, 2005, during Operation Iraqi
Freedom III.

He was assigned to the 1st Battalion,
155th Infantry Regiment, Mississippi
Army National Guard, headquartered
in McComb, Mississippi. Sergeant
Pugh, a combat medic, was mortally
wounded when an IED detonated near
his vehicle near Iskandariya, Iraq, also
wounding Sergeant First Class Ellis
Martin.

Sergeant Pugh posthumously re-
ceived the Silver Star, the third high-
est award for valor, as well as the
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and Mis-
sissippi Medal of Valor.
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