March 15, 2017

E325

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
HONORING
BRIDGEPORT
CITY
COUNCIL
PRESIDENT
TOM
McCARTHY ON ST. PATRICK’S
DAY

DOJ’S FAILURE TO PROTECT
VOTING RIGHTS

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL
OF ALABAMA

OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to extend
my sincere congratulations to Tom McCarthy
for being awarded the title of Grand Marshal
of the 34th Annual Greater Bridgeport St. Patrick’s Day Parade. In his fifteen years as City
Councilman, nine of which he has served as
President, Tom McCarthy has dedicated himself to serving Bridgeport and representing its
citizens with thoughtfulness, competence and
ability. Tom McCarthy’s hard work and dedication to the City of Bridgeport is much appreciated, and this honor is well deserved.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF JENNIFER
MORGAN

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the accomplishments and contributions
of Jennifer B. Morgan of Newtown Square,
PA.
Jennifer Morgan was appointed President of
SAP North America in 2014, a position in
which she oversees some 20,000 employees
with more than 100,000 customers in every
sector and industry of the U.S. economy.
With Jennifer at the helm, SAP has
launched a successful expansion into
groundbreaking new cloud computing services
and other innovative new business segments.
SAP is not only one of the largest employers
in Delaware County, PA, it’s also a good corporate citizen, sponsoring and supporting nonprofits and economic development in our region.
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Jennifer is a groundbreaking female executive, and one of far too few females at the pinnacle of American business and industry.
She’s prioritized diversity in the workplace,
promoted pay equality and worked to level the
playing field for all employees.
This National Women’s History Month, Jennifer is being honored by the Delaware County
Women’s Commission with their Woman of
Achievement Award. It’s a fitting honor to an
outstanding leader in our community.

Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise in protest of President Trump and
his Justice Department’s failure to protect
Americans’ voting rights. The right to vote is a
sacred right for which Americans have fought
for generations. From the battlefields of the
Revolutionary War, to the Women’s Suffrage
Movement, to Bloody Sunday in my hometown
of Selma, Alabama, Americans have risked
their lives for the right to vote.
Unfortunately, The Trump Justice Department recently decided to dismiss their discriminatory purpose claim against Texas’s
voter ID law. Texas’s current draconian Voter
ID law places harsh restrictions on minorities
and young voters. In 2013, the Department of
Justice filed a lawsuit against the state of
Texas claiming that their voter photo identification law, SB 14, violated Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. Since then, two courts have
agreed that this law is discriminatory. So it is
incredibly disturbing that the new Department
of Justice reversed their position and withdrew
their lawsuit. This action represents a dramatic
shift from the Obama Administration’s policy of
protecting Americans’ voting rights.
The American people deserve a Justice Department that values and protects the right to
vote. New barriers to voting are being erected
across the country, threatening the integrity of
our electoral process and our democracy. For
example, after the Supreme Court struck down
key provisions of the Voting Rights Act, many
states, like Alabama and Texas responded to
the Supreme Court’s decision by imposing
voter ID laws similar to those of the Jim Crow
era. These laws are blatantly discriminatory,
undemocratic, and un-American.
In Alabama, the state government passed a
law requiring a photo ID to vote while simultaneously closing 34 DMW offices. Doing so had
a discriminatory effect on 8 out of the 10
counties in Alabama with the highest percentage of Black registered voters. Clearly we
cannot yet trust certain states to protect their
citizens’ right to vote. As Americans, we
should all be horrified of these laws and the
Department of Justice’s failure to fight these
regressive measures.
States must not be allowed to return to an
era of mass-voter discrimination, and historically, it has been the responsibility of the Justice Department to protect Americans from
new Jim Crow like laws. Unfortunately, President Trump’s Justice Department seems to be
rolling back this policy.
In 2015, I introduced the Voting Rights Advancement Act, legislation that would require
states with a recent history of voter discrimination to seek approval from the U.S. Department of Justice before making any changes to
their electoral laws. Specifically, this bill will re-

store Section 4(b) of the VRA which the Supreme Court invalidated in Shelby County v.
Holder. Under the new Trump Administration,
it is more important than ever that we pass the
Voting Rights Advancement Act, and have an
independent Justice Department that is committed to protecting Americans’ right to vote.
f

HONORING THE LIFE OF DEBORAH
MANNING

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a remarkable woman who dedicated her
life to serving New York’s 21st District.
Deborah Manning was born in Ticonderoga,
New York, and served as Hague Town Clerk
for 23 years.
In the 21st District, we are proud of Deborah Manning’s legacy of dedicated public service, and we honor the life she led with integrity
and compassion.
I would like to extend my deepest condolences to her friends and family.
f

REMEMBERING IRON BILL
DOWLING

HON. TED POE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today,
March 15, 2017 the last alarm will be sounded
for one of Houston’s finest, Captain William
‘‘Iron Bill’’ Dowling. Although Iron Bill fought
tirelessly these last few years, he went home
with the Good Lord shortly before his 44th
birthday: March 14, 1973–March 7, 2017.
While we mourn the loss of this Houstonian
Hero, we also remember his service to his city
and country. On May 31, 2013, Houston Fire
Department suffered its most tragic event in its
history. A 5-alarm blaze at a hotel in southwest Houston claimed the lives of four firefighters and injured fourteen other firefighters
when the roof collapsed, some critically.
The following lives were lost:
Captain EMT Matthew Renaud, 35, of Station 51;
Engineer Operator EMT Robert Bebee, 41,
of Station 51;
Firefighter EMT Robert Garner, 29, of Station 68;
Probationary Firefighter Anne Sullivan, 24,
of Station 68.
They were the best we had in Houston, and
we are still saddened that they are gone.
One of the brave who survived was Captain
Dowling.
Iron Bill was injured serving Houston, the
community in which he was raised. A graduate
of Klein Oak High School, Captain Dowling left
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Texas to serve his nation as an enlistee with
the United States Marine Corps. In 1993, on
leave from Marine boot camp training, he married his high school sweetheart, Jacki. As a
Marine, Iron Bill served 4 years, including a
deployment to Somalia with I Marine Expeditionary Force in support of Operation Restore
Hope, 1995. He returned home to Texas and
to Jacki to begin his career and to start a family. Twenty-one years later, Captain Dowling
and Jacki have three children: Forrest, Faith
and Foster.
Iron Bill’s patriotic spirit and love of the community led him to join the Houston Fire Department. He graduated from the Houston Fire
Department Academy in 2000 and steadily
rose through the ranks. He worked at Stations
12, 19, and 48 before making Captain at Station 68 in January of 2013. Firehouse 68 is located at the corner of Bissonnet and South
Gessner in the heart of Southwest Houston. In
2013, the fire apparatus of Firehouse 68 made
14,847 responses, making it the third busiest
fire station in the City of Houston. There, at
Firehouse 68, Captain Dowling became known
as Iron Bill, a fitting nickname to describe a
strong and courageous hero.
It was just five months after he arrived at
Station 68 that Captain Dowling and fellow
firefighters received an alarm call that would
take them to the gates of hell.
On that fateful day, in the heat of the Texas
noonday sun, Captain Dowling along with the
four other firefighters rushed into the hotel to
find potential trapped guests. While the firefighters were in the hotel, the roof collapsed,
trapping and killing Garner and Sullivan from
Station 68 and Bebee and Renaud from Station 51. Captain Dowling’s legs were crushed
and burned, but he remained calm, radioed for
help and waited for his brothers to pull him
from the flames.
The attending physician in the ambulance
said that Captain Dowling, though severely injured, kept asking about the condition of his
crew. He was more concerned for the safety
of others than himself, the testament of a true
hero. He told the doctor, on the way to the
hospital, to tell his wife and children that he
would fight for them. Hearing this comes as no
surprise to Captain Dowling’s family; they
know him as a fighter.
Captain Dowling was seriously injured with
burns over thirty percent of his body, and he
was placed in a medically induced coma for
months at Memorial Hermann Hospital and
Medical Center. He subsequently had both
legs amputated and suffered brain damage. A
long road of recovery was ahead for Captain
Dowling, but surrounded by a team of doctors,
his family, firefighter family, friends, church
and the entire city and state of Texas, Iron Bill
was not alone. Deservingly, Captain Dowling
became everyone’s hero.
Since returning home, Jacki left her full time
job at Frank Elementary to care for her husband full time. It’s no surprise that as a Texas
woman, she’s strong and determined, but
quite simply, the strength that she possesses
is amazing. To keep the community updated
on Iron Bill, she started blogging on a community Facebook page entitled ‘‘Capt. William
Dowling Iron Bill’’. This blog allows the community to rally behind the Dowling family, cry
with them, laugh with them, pray for them and
see their hero survive.
In August of 2016, the Dowling family
moved to Durango, Colorado in order for Cap-
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tain Dowling to make the most of his journey
in the great outdoors. He became hooked on
skiing through Adaptive Sports. Jacki said he
was the healthiest he had been in a long time
and was thriving in the mountain air so Jacki
returned to coaching volleyball.
On the morning of March 7, 2017 Jacki
asked for prayers for Iron Bill, as she was
worried about his recent spell with pneumonia.
That evening Captain William Dowling took his
final journey home into the arms of the Good
Lord.
Captain Dowling will be remembered for his
bravery, determination, and loyalty. He always
put others ahead of himself and was dedicated to serving his community. The legacy
Iron Bill leaves behind is one that his friends,
family, and community will never forget.
Today, the entire city of Houston will pay
tribute to the life of one of Houston’s heroes,
one of our finest.
Houston firefighters are grateful for the support of 174 firefighters from 30 Texas departments that will ride in Houston stations tomorrow so A-shift firefighters can attend the memorial service for Iron Bill Dowling. Thanks to
firefighters from College Station, Plano, Montgomery
County,
Conroe,
Weatherford,
Pearland, New Braunfels, South Montgomery
County, Fort Worth, Sugar Land, China Grove,
Kemah,
West
University,
Longview,
Nacogdoches, Bexar County ESD 2,
Lewisville, Galveston, Lubbock, Baytown,
Southlake, Benbrook, Seguin, Austin, Dallas,
Westfield, Waco, Hutchins, Tomball, and The
Woodlands.
As the family of Iron Bill mourns the loss of
a great man, I hope they know the community
of Tomball, the greater Houston area and
Texas’ Second District will keep the family in
their thoughts and prayers. Our community will
always be grateful for his service and sacrifices. Once a hero, always a hero. That’s the
man we call Iron Bill.
And that’s just the way it is.
f

CELEBRATING MAPLE SEASON IN
NEW YORK’S 21ST DISTRICT

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a time-honored tradition in New York’s
21st district. Specialty crop products are a critical part of the North Country’s economy, and
maple holds a special and delicious place
among them. Every year in late winter and
early spring, the cultivation of maple tree sap
gives residents a reason to celebrate.
New York State is home to the largest resource of tappable maple trees within the
United States. Every year, our farms produce
thousands of gallons of sap, which will then be
made into syrup and other maple products.
These products are not only a staple in households across the region, they also encourage
tourism and support our small and local businesses.
The benefits of maple syrup production are
a source of celebration for communities
throughout the North Country. Throughout
March, maple festivals are held across New
York, with families and friends gathering to
enjoy delicious products and attend tours of
locally owned farms.
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In our district, the Toad Hill Maple Farm has
been producing high quality maple products
for over 30 years. Utilizing more than 100
acres of land and currently standing as the
largest maple producer in Warren County, the
system used at Toad Hill can turn 1,000 gallons of sap into 25 gallons of syrup per hour.
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand on the
House floor today to support our North Country maple farmers.
f

IN
RECOGNITION
OF
CYNTHIA
WILBANKS’ SERVICE AND ACTIVISM ON BEHALF OF THE SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN COMMUNITY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Cynthia Wilbanks, the University of
Michigan’s Vice President for Government Relations, for receiving the United Way of
Washtenaw County’s 2017 Woman of the
Year Award. Ms. Wilbanks has served
Washtenaw County and southeast Michigan
with distinction through her involvement in
nonprofit and community organizations.
Cynthia Wilbanks has been an effective advocate and leader in southeast Michigan
through her work at the University of Michigan
and on behalf of the community. While serving
as the University’s Vice President of Government Relations, Ms. Wilbanks has championed initiatives to strengthen the University
community and coordinate the University’s
policies and responses to federal, state and
local legislation. In addition, Ms. Wilbanks
serves on the boards of directors of numerous
nonprofit organizations, including the Riverside
Arts Center Foundation, Center for Michigan,
and Ann Arbor SPARK, a startup and business incubator. She is also an active member
of United Way and served as the University of
Michigan United Way’s Campaign Chair for
four straight years.
Ms. Wilbanks has also distinguished herself
through her outstanding record of public service. She has served on the staff of several
U.S. Representatives, including working as
Rep. Carl Pursell’s district director from 1979
through 1992. During her time as a public
servant, Ms. Wilbanks was a tireless advocate
who fought for policies to benefit southeast
Michigan and its residents. Her record of
achievement has helped make Michigan a
great place to live and work.
Ms. Wilbanks’ leadership and hard work
have been critical to the growth and success
of the University of Michigan as well as the
greater southeast Michigan community. As a
result of her efforts, Ms. Wilbanks was named
one of the 100 most influential women in
Metro Detroit by Crain’s Detroit Business in
2002 and has also received the Girl Scouts of
the Huron Valley Council’s Women of Distinction Award. These accolades, in addition to
being named Woman of the Year, are a testament to Ms. Wilbanks’ record of success and
continued activism in the community. It is my
hope that Ms. Wilbanks continues to build on
these accomplishments in the coming years.
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