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officer with the L.A. County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Academy in 1991, graduating a year 
later in 1992. In 1993, my district received a 
wonderful addition when Sgt. O’Malley joined 
the Pomona Police Department. Since then, 
he has continued his life-long devotion to pub-
lic service through his career in law enforce-
ment of more than 25 years. 

While Sgt. O’Malley has had a commend-
able career with numerous assignments in-
cluding the Gang Team, Patrol Operations, 
Traffic Bureau, Detective Bureau, and the 
MAIT Investigation team, perhaps his most ad-
mirable assignment came when he met 
BreAunna Barnett. 

‘‘An angel with a badge,’’ is the phrase that 
BreAunna’s mother, Leanne, uses to refer to 
Sgt. O’Malley. Mr. Speaker, in what could only 
be described as a mother’s worst fear, Leanne 
almost lost her daughter to the drug addiction 
epidemic that plagues our country today. The 
unequivocal love of a mother and the pure in-
tegrity of an officer brought Leanne and Sgt. 
O’Malley together. While many would have 
given up, Sgt. O’Malley committed himself to 
finding and helping BreAunna. 

When he found BreAunna she initially re-
jected his attempts to help, but that did not 
stop Sgt. O’Malley, who refused to give up. 
Over time, Sgt. O’Malley gained her trust and 
eventually helped her receive proper treat-
ment. Even after recovery, Sgt. O’Malley still 
continued to check up on BreAunna. 

In the most tumultuous of times, we find 
hope in individuals like Sgt. O’Malley, the very 
same hope that BreAunna experienced. Yes, 
indeed, he is an angel with a badge. 

Sgt. O’Malley’s case is especially relevant 
and worth highlighting in the environment that 
we find ourselves today where communities’ 
distrust in police officers has reached unprece-
dented levels. The positive work that our po-
lice officers perform often goes unnoticed, and 
instead we only see the negative. We look to 
stories like that of Sgt. O’Malley’s to remind us 
that the simple act of caring goes a long way 
and that taking a community policing approach 
works. 

Sgt. O’Malley did not shy away from a chal-
lenge and is a reminder that we too should not 
shy away from helping each other out. 

For his endless contributions and commit-
ment to my community, and because he 
teaches us to go above and beyond what is 
asked, I would like to recognize Sergeant Pat-
rick O’Malley on the House floor today. 
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RECOGNIZING WORLD AUTISM 
AWARENESS DAY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Margaret L. Williams Devel-
opmental Evaluation Center of the Upstate 
Medical Center Golisano Children’s Hospital 
for its World Autism Awareness Day event on 
April 2nd. 

This year marks the third year that the Cen-
ter has worked with the Central New York 
community to light up notable Downtown Syra-
cuse buildings in blue to highlight the begin-
ning of April as World Autism Month. 

Light it Up Blue is a unique, global cam-
paign to increase understanding and accept-

ance of autism. Thousands of iconic land-
marks, buildings, and community centers na-
tionwide ‘‘Light it Up Blue’’ in support of indi-
viduals living with autism and to help promote 
understanding and acceptance of autism. 

While there is no known cause or cure for 
autism, increased awareness of the multiple 
types of autism spectrum disorder enables 
families to seek early and proper treatment. 

I commend the Margaret L. Williams Devel-
opmental Evaluation Center of the Upstate 
Medical Center Golisano Children’s Hospital 
for its efforts to support and enhance autism 
awareness in Central New York. 

f 

BRANDON LUJAN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Brandon 
Lujan for receiving the Adams County Mayors 
and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Brandon Lujan is a 12th grader at Mapleton 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Brandon 
Lujan is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Brandon Lujan for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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IN HONOR OF FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF HEADLAND’S 150TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor First Baptist Church (FBC) of Headland 
in Headland, Alabama upon its 150th Anniver-
sary. 

In 1867, eight people in a small village for-
merly known as ‘‘Heads Land’’ gathered to es-
tablish what was then known as The Baptist 
Church of Christ at Bethlehem, led by Rev-
erend Thomas Scott. The church officially took 
the name of ‘‘The First Baptist Church, 
Headland, Alabama’’ in December of 1969. It 
has been housed at three separate locations, 
with its current home residing on East Church 
Street. The church campus has expanded with 
the additions of a Sunday School Annex, a 
Children’s Building, a pastorium which now 
serves as church offices, and a Ministry Cen-
ter. From its humble beginnings, the church 
has now grown to a current membership of 
1,068, making it the largest church in Henry 
County. 

Over the years, FBC Headland has ex-
panded its reach with its TV Ministry, Food 

Pantry, Child Development Center, Church 
Counseling Ministry, and multiple Worship 
Services and Sunday School Classes. FBC 
Headland’s mission statement is ‘‘Glorifying 
God by Knowing Christ and Making Him 
Known,’’ and I commend them for their dedi-
cation to ministries that do just that. 

The City of Headland is fortunate to have 
had the touch of FBC Headland upon its com-
munity for 150 years. FBC Headland has been 
an example of the faithfulness and providence 
of the Lord and I am excited to see what He 
will do through their ministry in the years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize 
First Baptist Church of Headland’s 150 years 
of fellowship, worship, and service. 
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HOUSTON METHODIST WEST HOS-
PITAL EARNS FIVE STAR SERV-
ICE AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Houston Methodist West Hospital 
for receiving the 2016 Exemplary Five Star 
Service Award by the Texas Department of 
State Health Services’ Vital Statistics Unit. 

Houston Methodist West earned this award 
for its birth registration achievements for the 
sixth year in a row. This prestigious award 
recognizes excellence in certification and train-
ing, customer service, timeliness, and accu-
racy in filing birth certificates. Houston Meth-
odist West is one of only 10 hospitals in Texas 
to receive the Exemplary Five Star Service 
Award. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Houston Methodist West Hospital for receiv-
ing the Five Star Service Award. We all ben-
efit from their commitment to quality 
healthcare and we thank them for their hard 
work to keep Houstonians healthy. 
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DANIELLE HERRERA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Danielle Her-
rera for receiving the Adams County Mayors 
and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Danielle Herrera is a student at Northglenn 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Danielle 
Herrera is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Danielle Herrera for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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