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Joyner has been key in preserving and honoring the history of Central Avenue, once populated by black-owned businesses, restaurants
and night clubs.
Senator Joyner earned her B.S. from Florida
A&M University in 1964 and her J.D. from
Florida A&M University College of Law in
1968. Facing segregation and discrimination,
she has always been out front. She participated in the first civil rights demonstrations in
Tampa and was arrested twice while attending
Florida A&M University when participating in
efforts to desegregate movie theaters. Senator
Joyner again ‘‘found a way to get in the way’’,
in the words of my colleague Representative
JOHN LEWIS, when she was arrested outside
the South Africa embassy in D.C. for protesting against South Africa’s apartheid government.
After law school, unable to find anyone in
the legal profession willing to hire an AfricanAmerican woman, she opened her own practice becoming the first African-American female lawyer in Hillsborough County and has
practiced law there for forty-seven years,
longer than any black woman in the history of
Florida. Senator Arthenia Joyner served as an
attorney, public school teacher and legal assistant for former State Representative, Joe
Lang Kershaw. She was elected to the Florida
House of Representatives in 2000 where she
served three terms. In 2006 Senator Joyner
was then elected to represent District 19 in the
Florida Senate for two terms. She was appointed by her Senate peers to serve as the
Florida Senate Democratic Leader for the
2014 to 2016 term, making her the first African-American woman to hold the position.
Throughout her legislative service, Senator
Joyner has been recognized as a stalwart
supporter of a wide variety of issues centered
on human rights, civil rights, criminal and civil
justice reform, health policies, and consumer
protection. Her knowledge, passion and leadership made her a trusted public servant who
knew how to get things done for her state and
her neighbors. Senator Joyner currently
serves as the National Vice President of the
National Organization of Black Elected Legislative Women (NOBEL/Women) and the State
Director for Women in Government. Recently
she was appointed to represent the Florida
Senate on the Criminal Justice Committee of
the National Conference of State Legislatures.
And, most recently Senator Joyner was chosen for the important role serving on the Constitutional Revision Commission by Chief Justice Jorge Labarga.
The Tampa Bay Times has praised Senator
Joyner for being ‘‘a strong supporter of civil
rights, health care, and open government.’’ In
2014, Senator Arthenia Joyner was awarded
the L. Clayton Nance Award presented annually by the Florida Public Defender Association
(FPDA) to those advancing the organization’s
mission of ensuring equal justice. The FPDA
also recognized her legislative work and support of juvenile sentencing reform bill, HB
7035. Representative Laura Hall (AL), National
President for NOBEL Women, stated that Senator Joyner doesn’t only advocate for the state
of Florida, but ‘‘she fights for the civil rights of
others across this nation.’’
Senator Joyner has served her community
and state but her service has also had global
reach. It has been said that among her most
prestigious awards are appointments by President Clinton to the U.S. Delegation to the Pop-
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ulation Conference in Cairo, Egypt and the
U.S. Delegation to the United Nations 4th
World Conference on Women in Beijing,
China.
Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of our
Tampa Bay community, I am proud to honor
my friend Senator Arthenia Joyner as my
Tampa Bay’s Women’s History Month honoree. As Senator Joyner would say, ‘‘your
word is your bond,’’ as she encourages our
community to stand for what they believe in.
Following in the footsteps of her distinguished
family and leaving big footprints of her own for
all of us to follow, her courage and total commitment to human rights and improving the
lives of all of us have helped not only the
Tampa community, but our state, nation and
the world.
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DECATHLON CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. PETE OLSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 2017
Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the Dulles High School Academic
Decathlon team of Sugar Land, TX, for winning the Texas State Academic Decathlon.
This was the Dulles High Academic Decathlon teams’ first decathlon state championship
since 1987. The theme of the competition was
World War II, where students were tested in
economics, literature, mathematics, music,
science and social science. Three team members earned individual recognition as well:
Madison Gabino receiving first place in the
Scholastic Division, Ethan Tu in second, and
Jared Roth in fifth place. Dulles High is the
only team in the Fort Bend Independent
School District to ever win a State Academic
Decathlon title, let alone two.
On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congressional District of Texas, I want to again congratulate the Dulles High School Academic
Decathlon team for winning the Texas State
Academic Decatholon. We are very proud of
their success.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Eli Trujillo for
receiving the Adams County Mayors and
Commissioners Youth Award.
Eli Trujillo is an 8th grader at the International School at Thornton Middle School
and received this award because his determination and hard work have allowed him to
overcome adversities.
The dedication demonstrated by Eli Trujillo
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and perseverance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.
I extend my deepest congratulations to Eli
Trujillo for winning the Adams County Mayors
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and Commissioners Youth Award. I have no
doubt he will exhibit the same dedication and
character in all of his future accomplishments.
f

HONORING ORELIA GAIL SIAS
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a remarkable professional lady, Ms. Orelia Gail Sias of Cleveland,
Mississippi.
Orelia was born to the late Roosevelt and
Pauline Sias of Mayersville, Mississippi. She is
a graduate of Delta State University and received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration.
Ms. Sias’ parents were farmers and owned
over 400 acres of land. She realized at an
early age that she could accomplish anything
she set her heart to do, coming from a household where her parents were the prime example of that philosophy. Therefore, she embarked on her life journey by furthering her
education and securing stable employment opportunities with Cleveland State Bank in August of 1986 as a switchboard operator, but
knew that her desire was to move up in the financial institute. While in her 30 years with
Cleveland State Bank, she moved up in the
ranks to her current position as a Customer
Representative in the Electronic Banking Division, where she handled customer fraud
issues. In 2008, she began a part-time career
with Walgreen’s as a Pharmacy Technician
and became a National Board Certified Pharmacy Technician.
Ms. Sias is very active with numerous community and civic organizations and has received numerous accolades and awards for
her dedication to the community. She is politically involved and participated in the 2012 National Democratic Convention held in Charlotte, North Carolina. In 2013, she participated
in President Barack Obama’s inauguration
ceremony in Washington, D.C., and while
there she visited the Dr. Martin Luther Museum, his statue and other sites. Although she
has influence in the community and through
her professional careers, Orelia considers her
greatest achievement is to honor the legacy
which her parents instilled in her through their
teachings: ‘‘To have respect and dignity for
everyone your life paths allows you to and that
will be returned to you’’. Family is of the upmost importance to Ms. Sias and she enhances others’ lives by being an example and
she offers mentorship to the younger generations.
Ms. Sias lives her life in servitude to others.
She opens her home to those needing a place
to stay and loan her vehicle to those who may
be in need of transportation. She is someone
who is admired and loved by her co-workers,
community leaders, and her community for her
professional style, her frankness of speech
and how she carries herself.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Orelia Sias for being an
outstanding professional lady in the Mississippi Delta.
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