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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 7
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
3, 2017, at 10 a.m. in room 253 of the
Russell Senate Office Building.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 3, 2017, at 10 a.m. in
room 406 of the Dirksen Senate office
building.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
3, 2017 at 5:10 p.m., to hold a business
meeting.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate, on May 3, 2017, at 10
a.m., in room SD-226 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND

CAPABILITIES

The Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, May 3, 2017, at 10
a.m., in open session.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL

The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
3, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in open session.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON MULTILATERAL INTER-

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, MULTILATERAL IN-

STITUTIONS, AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC,

ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

The Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on Multilateral Inter-
national Development, Multilateral In-
stitutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental
Policy is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
May 3, 2017 at 10 a.m., to hold a hearing
entitled ‘‘Global Philanthropy and Re-
mittances and International Develop-
ment.”

——
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
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today: S. Res. 151, S. Res. 1562, and S.
Res. 153.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

——

NATIONAL DAY OF AWARENESS
FOR MISSING AND MURDERED
NATIVE WOMEN AND GIRLS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of and the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 60.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 60) designating May 5,
2017, as the ‘‘National Day of Awareness for
Missing and Murdered Native Women and
Girls.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 60) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of February 13,
2017, under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.’’)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 4,
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, May
4; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of the House message to
accompany H.R. 244; finally, that at
10:30 a.m., Senator YOUNG be recog-
nized for up to 20 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
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fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators HATCH, WHITEHOUSE, and
MORAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Utah.

(The remarks of Mr. HATCH per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1015
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

———
SEVERE KANSAS WEATHER

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I come
to the floor this evening to talk about
winter storms that hit Kansas and sur-
rounding States over the weekend, de-
stroying crops and Kkilling livestock.
We face many challenges, and the Sen-
ator from Utah just described a serious
circumstance for many people in this
country. I applaud his efforts to try to
find the solution.

The challenges that we face in Kan-
sas after this weekend are another
vivid reminder of the difficulties that
each day our farm families and ranch-
ers face trying to produce a crop or
raise cattle. A farm family’s economic
situation can change in a moment’s no-
tice. What happened over the weekend
was 17, 18, 20 inches of snow and high
winds with a devastating blizzard, and
it was preceded by temperatures into
the twenties. The consequence to the
wheat crop is dramatic.

A weekend weather event like this is
often just an inconvenience for most
people. However, it is the difference be-
tween having a crop to harvest or hav-
ing nothing to sell. It is the difference
between earning a living and not earn-
ing a living. It is the difference be-
tween staying on the farm or ranch and
not being able to.

While the extent of the damage is
being assessed—and we don’t know ex-
actly what that will be—it is clear that
many wheat producers will likely have
lost their entire crop. We have about
7.5 million acres of wheat planted in
Kansas, and many of those acres—per-
haps up to about half—were harshly
impacted by this snowstorm and winter
conditions.

Having a bountiful production is es-
pecially important for farmers at times
of low commodity prices. That is what
we are in now. The price of wheat, and
the price of cattle, the price of corn,
they are historically low. These are al-
ready challenging times. While the
overall farm income, as a result of
that, has been cut in half since 2013,
Kansas producers fortunately were able
to overcome that, to some degree, be-
cause we had bountiful harvests, great
crops, high yields. Yet the number of
bushels these producers will have to
sell now as a result of these storms is
clearly in question.

With low prices, we need high yields
and large harvests. We clearly will not
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have that. Those of us from ag States
often talk about the importance of
crop insurance and farm programs for
producers. This storm reminds us, once
again, the importance of that safety
net. A farmer who lost an entire wheat
crop over one weekend cannot afford to
continue to farm without crop insur-
ance to help cover the losses.

These farmers in Kansas would either
go out of business or require ad hoc dis-
aster assistance, something that used
to happen during my earlier days in
Congress. Every time there was a snow-
storm, a freeze, a drought that dev-
astated a crop, Congress was asked to
provide ad hoc disaster assistance to
make up for that challenge.

Giving farmers the ability to pur-
chase affordable crop insurance means
they have the ability to survive, to
farm for another year. It is critical
that we continue to promote and pro-
tect crop insurance in the upcoming
farm bill.

Cattle producers and feeders also ex-
perienced losses due to this storm.
About 75 percent of the cattle on feed
in the country—75 percent of the cattle
that are being fed in this country, ulti-
mately for consumption in the grocery
stores or restaurants, are located in
the area hit by this winter storm. Feed
lots are reporting the loss will total
into the thousands of head of cattle.
This impact comes only weeks after
wildfires in Kansas, Texas, and Okla-
homa destroyed ranches and Kkilled
thousands of cattle just a few weeks
back.

Farmers and ranchers are some of
the most resilient people. They remain
optimistic in times of very difficult
circumstances. Facing potential dis-
aster and adversity every year, these
men and women continue to bear the
burden of producing food, fuel, and
fiber for our country and for the world.

I would offer my prayers to those
farmers and ranchers harmed by the
snowstorms and these prairie fires, and
I would, once again, express my com-
mitment to making sure they have the
tools necessary to survive this and fu-
ture weather disasters.

In discussing the challenges cur-
rently being faced by farmers, I also
want to take a moment to mention my
disappointment that the budget-neu-
tral cotton provision was left out of
the omnibus legislation that was re-
leased earlier this week and we expect
to vote on tomorrow or the next day.
As a result of the 2014 farm bill, cotton
farmers, including those cotton farm-
ers in Kansas, were no longer eligible
to participate in title I of the farm pro-
grams.

Without an effective safety net, cot-
ton producers have especially felt the
impact of the downturn in the farm
economy due to those low prices. For
over a year, the cotton industry has
worked with both authorizers and ap-
propriators to fix the issues stemming
from the 2014 farm bill.

So it is really discouraging when
their proposals met with resistance at
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the very last minute, not because of
the merits of the proposals but because
of unrelated issues with dairy policy
that were not resolved. I, too, want to
strengthen the protection provided for
dairy producers in the farm bill. Kan-
sas is one of the fastest growing dairy-
producing States in the Nation.

Helping cotton farmers ought not be
contingent on issues with dairy policy.
I have heard from a number of Kansas
cotton producers about the importance
of this proposal, and my message to
them remains the same: I understand
the economic hardship that they are
facing, and I am committed to working
with the new Secretary of Agriculture
to find a solution to the cotton prob-
lems and issues they face, as well as
many others facing farmers and ranch-
ers today.

I ask my colleagues to keep in their
thoughts and prayers those farmers
and ranchers across the Nation who,
through no fault of their own, are
struggling today because of weather
and fire.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for up to 18 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
the last two weekends have surged
with political activism. Around the
world, millions of people took to the
streets to stand up for science and to
call attention to the global crisis of
climate change. This past weekend, my
wife and I marched here in Washington,
alongside 200,000 people from across our
country in the People’s Climate March.

I joined faculty and students from
Rhode Island’s Greene School, an envi-
ronmental charter school named after
the great Nathanael Greene. The Pre-
siding Officer may well know that Na-
thanael Greene worked his way
through the Presiding Officer’s State
during the course of fighting the
Southern Revolutionary campaign and
that General Cornwallis wrote to his
wife that ‘‘that damn Greene is more
dangerous than Washington.” So we
are very proud of Nathanael Greene in
Rhode Island and of the school that
bears his name.

The kids who came down traveled
overnight, through the night, to par-
ticipate in that march. Joined by 375
sister marches worldwide, we came to-
gether with one voice to demand lead-
ership in the fight against climate
change. The Science March in Wash-
ington over Earth Day weekend, led by
a nonpartisan group of scientists, was
joined by people in 600 satellite
marches around the world.

I went to Earth Day Texas, a truly
impressive event, with 150,000 people,
making it the largest Earth Day event
in the world. It is the passion of busi-

S2729

nessman and philanthropist Trammell
Crow, who has been bringing Repub-
licans and Democrats together to com-
bat climate change since 2011. So for
my 1656th ‘“Time to Wake Up’’ speech, 1
want to thank all of those folks who
made their voices heard these past few
weeks in the streets or online.

With the Trump administration
locked into tone-deaf climate denial,
these marches mattered. And how
tone-deaf this administration is. Data
from Yale’s program on Climate
Change Communication shows national
support for climate action across a
broad range of questions. Nationally, 71
percent trust scientists about climate
change—right here; trust climate
science about global warming, 71 per-
cent. So many folks came out to the
Science March to show that.

A majority of Americans, 53 percent,
believe climate change is caused most-
ly by human activity. That compares
to 9 percent—9 percent of the Repub-
lican caucus here in a vote taken just
last Congress. History will have to look
back and explain why 53 percent of the
American people say that is the case
and only 9 percent of our Republican
caucus was able to recognize that.

Eighty-two percent of Americans
want research into clean and renewable
energy sources. Seventy-five percent
want us to regulate carbon dioxide as a
pollutant, and 69 percent—right here—
want strict CO, limits on existing coal-
fired powerplants.

The President is disparaging the
Paris climate agreement, but 7 out of
10 registered voters say the United
States should stay in. Republicans
favor staying in the Paris agreement
by 2 to 1. This chart shows that support
for research into renewables is strong
across the country, even in coal coun-
try: 79 percent in Kentucky, 81 percent
in West Virginia, and 82 percent in Wy-
oming.

It is the same in the oil patch. Sev-
enty-nine percent of Texans support re-
search into renewables. Despite this
overwhelming public support, even in
the reddest and most fossil fuel States,
President Trump is proposing massive
cuts to this research—clearly, tone-
deaf. It is the same for emissions limits
on coal plants. In all 50 States, in all
435 red, blue, and purple congressional
districts, there is majority support for
emissions limits.

Every single congressional district in
the country has majority support for
emissions limits. Of course, in some, it
goes up into huge numbers like over 75
percent here in Vermont, but the base-
line is that every single congressional
district, a majority want emissions
limits, but of course tone-deaf Presi-
dent Trump has directed his EPA Ad-
ministrator to look at dismantling the
Clean Power Plan.

A majority of Americans in every
single State and in every single con-
gressional district, which obviously in-
cludes every Republican congressional
district, agree that climate change is
happening. Whether you break it down
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