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IN
RECOGNITION
OF
TOYOTA
MOTOR NORTH AMERICA ON THE
DATE OF ITS SUPPLIER CENTER
GRAND OPENING

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 11, 2017
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Toyota Motor North America on the
date of the Toyota Supplier Center and Prototype Development Facility grand opening. Toyota Motor North America has been a strong
partner to southeast Michigan by utilizing our
state’s automotive expertise to help produce
its next generation of automobiles.
Originally established in July 1977, Toyota
Motor North America’s Research and Development has contributed significantly to the leadership of southeast Michigan as a leader in
automotive engineering, driving important
breakthroughs in automotive design and safety. Toyota employs approximately 1,440 individuals in its Ann Arbor and York Township facilities whose work has critical input to many
of Toyota’s most popular vehicles. These facilities collectively have contributed to the vehicle development of many of Toyota’s most
popular vehicles, including the 2014 Tundra
and 2015 Camry designs, and its advanced
research and prototype development efforts
continue to serve as a critical source of innovation for the company at large.
Toyota Motor North America’s significant investment in expanding and upgrading its Ann
Arbor and York Township engineering facilities
underscores
the
importance
of
the
groundbreaking research and development
being done here. The expansion of the
powertrain development facility in Ann Arbor
Township, as well as further improvements to
the York Township site, will allow a continuation of the successful partnership between
Toyota and the State of Michigan. The talented and educated southeast Michigan workforce, combined with Toyota’s new facilities
and additional resources, will help ensure that
Michigan’s automotive industry remains a
worldwide leader in the coming decades.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Toyota Motor North America and
Mr. Toyoda during the grand opening of the
Toyota Supplier Center and Prototype Development Facility expansion. This critical investment will leverage Michigan’s talented workforce to conduct cutting edge automotive research and development.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND
OPENING OF CENTERFUSE

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK
OF VIRGINIA
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Thursday, May 11, 2017
Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the grand opening of CenterFuse in
Manassas, Virginia, an innovative business
accelerator that will allow individuals, entrepreneurs, start-up companies, and established
firms to lease office space and conference
rooms. This state of the art facility is equipped
with brand new office and conference equipment, including smart televisions, fast wifi, and
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a fully functional kitchen. While offering some
of the most modern technology, and yet at the
same time being situated in Old Town Manassas, CenterFuse will provide the residents of
Virginia’s 10th Congressional District with 24/
7 access to a unique combination of advanced
technology and a relaxed and familiar setting.
The idea for CenterFuse was originally conceived by Gail and Bennet Whitlock, of
Whitlock Financial, and Jacqueline and Ken
Krick, of ECU Communications, who formed
an LLC to purchase the Hyson Building in Manassas on the corner of Center Street and
Main Street. The two firms have their own offices upstairs, but below, where the Fauquier
Bank once stood, they built CenterFuse. To
fund the construction of CenterFuse, they
formed a public-private partnership with the
City of Manassas, receiving a $200,000 grant
from Manassas City leaders. The day-to-day
operations will be overseen by Historic Manassas, Inc. (HMI) and their Executive Director/
CEO, Debbie Haight, and under her leadership, HMI will manage the office’s front desk,
organize classes and activities, and lead the
recruiting efforts for new clients.
In today’s competitive economy, many small
companies and individuals require modern
workspaces, yet often find it difficult to secure
or maintain an office. CenterFuse will ameliorate this problem by offering a variety of options for businesses, ranging from year-long
leases for private offices to co-working day
passes. This will enable these growing businesses or individuals to work in an environment that caters to their specific needs.
Mr. Speaker, I would ask that my colleagues
join me in applauding the Grand Opening of
CenterFuse. It is my hope that CenterFuse will
help Virginia’s 10th Congressional District to
continue to be a catalyst for new businesses
to thrive. I am very thankful for the broad
range of opportunities it will afford my constituents and I look forward to the positive impact
it will have on individuals, entrepreneurs, businesses and our commonwealth as a whole.
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IN HONOR OF MR. FREDERICK VAN
HOOSE’S
FORTY
YEARS
OF
SERVICE

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL
OF WASHINGTON
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Thursday, May 11, 2017
Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of Frederick Van Hoose, Executive
Director of the Northwest Field Office of
SourceAmerica, who is retiring after 40 years
of service.
Mr. Van Hoose grew up in the agricultural
heartland of eastern Washington, where he
learned at a young age the value of honest
work. He also came to understand work as a
social connection—an activity that, in bringing
people together for a common purpose, validates our collective worth and impact on each
other. After receiving his bachelor’s degree
from Central Washington University and his
MBA from City University of Seattle, Mr. Van
Hoose built a career centered on the needs of
persons living with disabilities. As an executive
manager at Provident Industries in Yakima,
Washington, and Northwest Center Industries
in Seattle, he developed employment opportunities that increased the quality of life for hundreds of workers with disabilities.
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In March 1997, Mr. Van Hoose secured a
position as an Operations Manager with National Industries for the Severely Handicapped—now SourceAmerica—a non-profit
agency that works through the provisions of
the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act to facilitate
meaningful employment for persons living with
disabilities. Mr. Van Hoose has helped scores
of non-profit agencies build business systems
to expand their capacity to compete for contracts, and he has worked with Federal procurement professionals to find contracting solutions that enhanced the double bottom line:
quality services and products for a fair price,
while supporting access to employment for
persons living with disabilities.
During his tenure with SourceAmerica, Mr.
Van Hoose has served as a model of the selfless spirit and inspired leadership that has
helped the program grow to employ many individuals living with the full range of disabling
conditions, including many wounded warriors.
Mr. Van Hoose’s dedication to enhancing the
lives of Americans living with disabilities extends to his personal life, as he serves as
guardian to a man living with a severe disability.
For his years of dedicated service, it is appropriate to express our deep appreciation for
Frederick Van Hoose’s long and exceptional
career and his outstanding volunteer service,
and to wish him well on his retirement.
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CONGRATULATING NIEMANN
FOODS’ 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DARIN LaHOOD
OF ILLINOIS
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Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would
like to honor Niemann Foods as they celebrate one hundred years of business.
In 1917, brothers Ferd Sr. and Steve
Niemann achieved the American dream by
opening their first grocery store, Niemann
Brothers, in Quincy, Illinois. By providing quality produce, goods, and customer service, the
Niemanns afforded the opportunity to expand
their operations to thirty grocery stores by
1930. One decade later, the Neimann brothers
opened Quincy’s first full service supermarket,
Food Center, which was open seven days a
week. Food Center became the heart of the
town and was the beginning of the area’s
modern shopping tradition. Today, Niemann
Foods, an ESOP company, provides employment for over 5000 hard-working people
spread throughout their retail banners, which
include County Market, Save-A-Lot, Ace Hardware, Pet Supplies Plus and Haymakers convenience stores. As the Niemann tradition
continues to thrive, consumers can find their
quality products and customer service at more
than one hundred stores all across the Midwest.
For one hundred years, Niemann Foods has
given back to their community through hard
work, generosity, and their commitment to
helping others. Without a doubt, Niemann
Foods is a staple of Illinois’ 18th District and
I am proud to consider them our neighbors.
Congratulations to Niemann Foods on a prosperous century and I wish them one hundred
more years of success.
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