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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Byron Bunker for being named a finalist for the Samuel J. Heyman Service to
America Medal. Mr. Bunker’s work as Director
of Compliance Programs for the Environmental Protection Agency was key to uncovering Volkswagen Group’s automotive emissions
evasion scheme and safeguarding public
health.
Since 1999, Mr. Bunker has worked for the
EPA’s National Vehicle and Fuel Emissions
Laboratory in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which conducts tests to certify that vehicles and engines
meet the United States’ emissions and fuel
economy standards. As Director of the
NVFEL’s Compliance Division, Mr. Bunker
tests automobiles and their components to ensure that they comply with clean air regulations. Working in conjunction with academic
researchers and other federal officials, Mr.
Bunker helped uncover and halt a scheme by
Volkswagen to evade emissions standards
through the use of software designed to intentionally fool regulators about the true emissions levels of its diesel vehicles. This discovery eventually resulted in the largest penalty ever levied against a car manufacturer
and helped lay the foundation for additional
criminal investigations. These have resulted in
$4.3 billion in civil and criminal penalties, as
well as indictments against Volkswagen executives.
Mr. Bunker’s expertise and tireless efforts
played a critical role in uncovering this wrongdoing and underscore the importance of the
EPA’s enforcement efforts. As a result of Mr.
Bunker’s work, the EPA was not only able to
detect a sophisticated and widespread emissions evasion scheme, but also strengthen its
testing procedures to prevent similar deceptions in the future. Through his rigorous work
and collaboration with other officials in the
EPA, Mr. Bunker has been an important driver
of efforts to protect Americans’ health and the
environment, and it is my hope that he continues to effectively safeguard public health
and safety in the years ahead.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Byron Bunker for being named a
finalist for the Samuel J. Heyman Service to
America Medal. Mr. Bunker’s rigorous enforcement work has been important in protecting
public health and safety.
f

HONORING NEAL A. DEANGELO

Scouts. With years of success with his family
business, and his commitment to giving back
to Hazleton and the broader community of
Pennsylvania’s 11th district, it comes as no
surprise to me that he has been chosen to receive this honor.
Neal has been an instrumental figure in the
Hazleton community. I can say with certainty
that there are few people who have done as
much for Hazleton as Neal. He has served on
the boards of several non-profit organizations,
including the YMCA and United Way. He has
also served as the President of the Professional Lawn Care Association of America, and
is a founding member of the State Association, for which he also served as President.
Neal has been a longtime supporter of Scouting in the Greater Hazleton Area. Through his
generosity and commitment, Neal has helped
make a positive difference in the lives of more
than 500 young men throughout our community, providing them with an opportunity to participate in Scouting’s character-building and
leadership programs.
Not only is Neal one of the most charitable
people I know, he is also a well-respected
businessman. Neal co-founded DBI Services
with his brother in 1978 and grew the company into an international diversified services
enterprise, exceeding $250 million annually
with a global network of over 50 locations and
1,800 employees. His hard work made it possible for his company to spur growth in and
bring quality service to Hazleton, as well as
the rest of the Commonwealth.
Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
Neal for all he has contributed to the Hazleton
community and once again congratulating him
on being recognized as the Greater Hazleton
Area Boy Scouts’ 2017 Distinguished Citizen
of the Year.
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the life of Francis R. Ludovici, a
beloved member of the Upper Southampton,
Pennsylvania community who passed away on
Saturday April 29, 2017.
Mr. Ludovici—Frankie to his friends—was a
Combat Engineer in the U.S. Army Reserve, a
builder, a business owner, and a family man.
When he wasn’t renovating and flipping
houses, his passion, he was selling pinball
machines and poker tables, a business he
took over from his father before him. Frankie
loved his community in Upper Southampton
and they loved him back. His presence will be
greatly missed but his contributions will be felt
for generations to come.
f
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I honor my good friend, Neal
DeAngelo, and congratulate him on being
named the 2017 Distinguished Citizen of the
Year by the Greater Hazleton Area Boy
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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the long career of public service pro-
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vided by an outstanding educator in my region, Dr. Manuel Baca, who has served the
students, staff, and faculty of Rio Hondo College with distinction for the past 32 years.
Dr. Baca has been an invaluable resource
to me and my staff, and will be truly missed
at Rio Hondo College. Dr. Baca has served in
many capacities as Professor of Political
Science, Director, Dean, Vice President, and
Interim Superintendent/President of Rio Hondo
College. He also serves on the Board of Trustees of one of the largest community colleges
in the Country, Mt. San Antonio College, and
is the immediate past President of the California Community Colleges Board of Governors.
I have been privileged to work with Dr. Baca
in numerous areas that have improved educational opportunities for students and the
needs of our region. We have worked together
on expanding transit services to the student
body and staff by offering free and reduced
price transit passes and buying shuttle buses
for enhanced connectivity, Dr. Baca has supported the growth of Rio Hondo College’s police, fire and first responder training programs
that have benefited the greater Los Angeles
Community by providing a well-educated workforce for our public safety agencies.
I am particularly thankful for the work Dr.
Baca has done to increase educational opportunities at Rio Hondo College for veterans. As
a veteran of the United States Marine Corps,
Dr. Baca understood the important role Rio
Hondo College could play in helping post-9/11
veterans and all veterans receive workforce
training and other services to start new careers and assimilate into civilian life. In addition, Dr. Baca has assisted in organizing veteran student summits throughout the State of
California. Our nation is grateful for Dr. Baca’s
service as a Marine and his continued service
to the men and women of our military.
Dr. Baca has been a role model and leader
in opening up opportunities for Latino/a students by advocating for legislation at the state
and federal level to support Hispanic-Serving
Institutions.
Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Rio Hondo
College Community and the many people he
has impacted in the greater Los Angeles Region, I ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating Dr. Manuel Baca on his retirement,
and thanking him for his long career of public
service to Rio Hondo College, the State of
California and our nation.
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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the Women’s Center of Southeastern Michigan as the community gathers to
celebrate all the good work it performs. The
Women’s Center provides affordable counseling and health services to women in a caring environment.
Originally established in 1977 as Soundings:
A Center for Women, the organization
changed its name to reflect the growing region
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