
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 115th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H4201 

Vol. 163 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2017 No. 84 

House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CARTER of Georgia). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 16, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable EARL L. 
CARTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN DEBT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, all 
across America over the last 2 or 3 
weeks has been an exciting time for a 
lot of young Americans and families as 
graduating seniors in 4-year programs 
and 2-year programs are receiving their 
degrees and beginning, obviously, a 
new, exciting stage in their life. 

Unfortunately, there is still, though, 
a cloud over a lot of those folks in 
terms of what they face in the near fu-

ture and the long-term future and 
many others who graduated in recent 
years, which is the high cost of student 
loan debt. The Federal Reserve has cal-
culated that over $1 trillion of over-
hang exists in the U.S. economy be-
cause of student loan debt: an amount 
greater than credit card debt, an 
amount greater than auto debt, and at 
rates that far exceed any of those 
forms of consumer debt, including 
mortgages for homes. 

The Federal Government, in the 
meantime, is out selling bonds as a 
borrower to people who buy Treasury 
bonds, 10-year notes. This morning’s 
rate, which I checked before coming 
down here, the rate that the Federal 
Government is going to pay as bor-
rower, is 2.3 percent. Well, as many, I 
think, listening here, Mr. Speaker, 
know, the fact is that student loans 
carry much higher rates of interest, 
particularly legacy debt that goes back 
5, 6 years ago when, again, the rates for 
Stafford student loans, which are the 
publicly financed loans through the 
Federal Government, and certainly pri-
vate loans that banks give to students 
that are on an unsecured rate can 
sometimes exceed 8, 9, 10 percent. 

So tomorrow, I and many others are 
going to be introducing legislation 
called the Bank on Students Emer-
gency Loan Refinancing Act, which 
will allow folks who carry the student 
loan debt not to get their debt for-
given, but to allow them to actually re-
finance down to 3.76 percent, which was 
the interest rate last year that the 
Federal Government offered for Staf-
ford student loans. 

The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates that that will put about $50 bil-
lion into the pockets of young people 
all across the country who, because of 
student loan debt, are being inhibited 
in terms of getting married, starting a 
family, starting a business, and getting 
out of their parents’ house. There is 
just all kinds of, I think, inhibitors 

that student loan debt creates for 
young people, millennials, all across 
the country. 

Again, I want to emphasize the bill 
that I will be introducing tomorrow 
with 61 cosponsors is not debt forgive-
ness. It just simply does what any mid-
dle class family does in a low-interest 
rate environment, whether it is with a 
home mortgage or credit cards, to just 
simply get their rates down to a pro-
portionate level with, again, the rest of 
consumer debt that is out there in the 
economy. 

Simultaneously tomorrow, Senator 
ELIZABETH WARREN from Massachu-
setts will be introducing exactly the 
same bill, so we will have bills in the 
House and in the Senate. Last year we 
had 182 cosponsors on a similar piece of 
legislation. Unfortunately, the Speaker 
never allowed the bill to be brought to 
the floor for debate. But it is a new 
Congress; it is the 115th Congress that 
was sworn in last January. 

This problem, I will just submit, Mr. 
Speaker, exists in Republican districts 
and Democratic districts, rural dis-
tricts, suburban districts, urban dis-
tricts. This is an opportunity to lift a 
debt burden from, again, the very folks 
that we really want to assist and help 
as they begin a new phase, a new chap-
ter, in their life, and they should not 
have the albatross of high student loan 
rates hung around their neck. Hope-
fully, this will be the year that we will 
move forward on this measure, which is 
fully paid for—it does not add to the 
Federal debt—and just, again, allows 
young people and families the oppor-
tunity to do what they do with all 
other forms of consumer debt. 

So it is the Bank on Students Emer-
gency Loan Refinancing Act. Hope-
fully, anyone listening to this will call 
their Members to tell them to get on 
this bill. And I would urge, Mr. Speak-
er, all of us on both sides of the aisle to 
deal with an issue that really is a 
bread-and-butter, kitchen-table issue 
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all across America, that, again, at this 
special time when students are grad-
uating, we can do a really positive 
thing to help students and families all 
across America. 

f 

FUTURE OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, after 16 
years, $800 billion, over 2,000 Americans 
killed, and 20,000 Americans severely 
wounded in Afghanistan, it is time that 
the House of Representatives has a de-
bate on our future involvement in Af-
ghanistan. Mr. Speaker, let me remind 
you again: We have been there 16 years, 
and nothing has changed at all. 

H.R. 1666 is a bill introduced by JOHN 
GARAMENDI from California and me. All 
this bill does is to say that the House 
of Representatives, after 16 years, will 
have a debate on the future involve-
ment of our country in Afghanistan. 

Obviously, Members of Congress can 
vote for this bill or against this bill. 
We are just saying that, after 16 years, 
it is time for the Congress to meet its 
constitutional responsibility and to 
have a debate on the future of America. 
We owe this to our military. We owe it 
to the taxpayers of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, we have 300 Members of 
Congress today that were not here in 
2001. 2001 was the last time we had a de-
bate on this floor of the House, a mean-
ingful debate, on the future of Afghani-
stan. In fact, the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, General Kulack, now re-
tired, has been one of the biggest sup-
porters of mine in saying that it is 
time for the American people to put 
pressure on their Member of Congress 
to say debate the future of Afghanistan 
and maybe to put pressure on our Con-
gress to say it is time to come home 
from Afghanistan. 

I have Camp Lejeune Marine Base in 
the Third District of North Carolina, 
which I have the privilege to represent. 
I have talked to many, many marines 
who have been to Afghanistan, and, Mr. 
Speaker, almost every one of them will 
tell you: Nothing is going to change. 
Many of those marines I am talking 
about, Mr. Speaker, have been there 
three, four, and five times. 

Mr. Speaker, Afghanistan is known 
as the graveyard of empires. Why in 
the world are we continuing to spend 
our money, but, more importantly, our 
young men and women, over in a coun-
try that will never change no matter 
what you do? It is a tribal nation. It is 
a nation that will never change. 

That is why I hope my colleagues in 
Congress will join JOHN GARAMENDI and 
me in H.R. 1666 that only asks the 
Speaker of the House, PAUL RYAN, to 
let us have this debate on the floor of 
the House. After 16 years, we owe it to 
the military, and we owe it to the tax-
payers to say that we are listening to 
the taxpayers and our military. Let’s 

debate the future of America in Af-
ghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to ask 
God to please bless our men and women 
in uniform, to please bless the families 
of our men and women in uniform, to 
ask God in His arms to hold the fami-
lies who have given a child dying for 
freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq. I ask 
God to please bless the House and wake 
the House up that we will debate the 
future of Afghanistan. And I will ask 
three times, God, please, God, please, 
God, please, bless America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MITCHELL) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. Bruce Hargrave, Bruce Hargrave 
Ministries and Charities, Rowlett, 
Texas, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, we thank You this 
day for the bountiful blessings You 
have poured out upon the peoples of 
the United States of America and to 
the men and women elected and assem-
bled here today to serve the ‘‘We the 
People.’’ 

Grant us, O God, Your grace, knowl-
edge, and wisdom in the affairs that we 
will deliberate, debate, and vote upon. 
May the outcome of our endeavors be 
for the great benefit of the American 
people. 

Help these Members as Representa-
tives of their various congressional dis-
tricts be more than an elected Rep-
resentative. Help each of them to be 
servant leaders guiding all of us to 
greater heights and achievements for 
all the American people. 

I ask all of this in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING DR. BRUCE 
HARGRAVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to thank the gentleman who has 
just given our invocation, Dr. Bruce 
Hargrave. As a faith leader, a city 
council member in Rowlett, Texas, and 
a trusted member of his community, he 
has dedicated his life to helping others. 
He has served in the Baptist and 
United Methodist churches for more 
than 40 years and continues to help 
those not only in need in his commu-
nity, but those who seek him out and 
who he seeks through spiritual and 
emotional guidance. 

As a civil servant, Bruce has played 
an integral role in his community. He 
is a member of the Rowlett Chamber of 
Commerce and the Rowlett Rotary 
Club, where he is a Paul Harris Fellow. 

In the wake of the devastating tor-
nados that hit north Texas over a year 
ago on December 26, Bruce decided that 
he wanted to do more than just help 
but rather to rebuild the city that he 
called home. So he ran for the city 
council and was elected to serve in 
May. 

It truly is a distinct honor not only 
to have a well-respected person from 
Rowlett, Texas, in the 32nd Congres-
sional District with us today, but it 
highlights how important it is that 
each of the Members of Congress who 
are so proud of those that we represent 
come to our great Nation, our Nation’s 
Capital, and not only give us best wish-
es but pray for our success. 

I would like to thank the Honorable 
Dr. Bruce Hargrave for his service to 
not only Rowlett, Texas, to his coun-
try, but also to our Lord. And I thank 
him very much. 

God bless Texas, and God bless Amer-
ica. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE 
WEEK 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this week is National Police 
Week, a time each year when we honor 
the service and sacrifice of our Na-
tion’s heroes in blue. 

At this particular time, I especially 
cherish the memory of Officer Greg 
Alia, a veteran of the Forest Acres Po-
lice Department. He was a hard-
working, humble man, an Eagle Scout, 
a graduate of Richland Northeast High 
School and the University of South 
Carolina. 
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Greg’s end of watch was September 

30, 2015, when he was shot while pur-
suing a suspect. He is survived by his 
wife, Kassy; parents, Richard and Alex-
is; and his young son, Sal. Kassy con-
tinues to promote Greg’s legacy of 
service through the Heroes in Blue, an 
organization dedicated to sharing the 
caring and courageous stories of police 
officers across the Nation. As we mark 
National Police Week, I am grateful to 
have officers who risk their lives every 
day to protect our families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Congratulations to the newly 
crowned Miss USA, Kara McCullough, a 
South Carolina State University grad-
uate who represented the District of 
Columbia. Also, congratulations to 
Miss South Carolina USA, Megan Gor-
don, of North Augusta, who placed in 
the top five. 

f 

SERIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT 
PRESIDENT’S CARELESSNESS 
AND LACK OF JUDGMENT 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, in reveal-
ing classified information to the Rus-
sians, President Trump has com-
promised our ability to defend our-
selves against ISIS to gather intel-
ligence against them, and he has jeop-
ardized our relationships with allies 
across the globe. 

Make no mistake about it, the Presi-
dent’s actions were reckless. They are 
indefensible, and they make America 
less safe. 

Republicans cannot stay silent. 
There are serious questions about the 
President’s carelessness, about his lack 
of judgment. In fact, last July, the 
Speaker said that individuals who are 
extremely careless with classified in-
formation should be denied further ac-
cess to it. 

Even the President’s own Chief of 
Staff said those who mishandle classi-
fied information have had their secu-
rity clearances revoked. They have lost 
their jobs. They have faced fines. Some 
have gone to prison. 

I have to ask my colleagues, 
shouldn’t the President of the United 
States be held to that same standard? 
They say he can do what he wants, but 
does that make it smart? No. Does that 
make it right? No. Does it make it less 
safe? Absolutely. 

f 

JUDGES THREATEN OUR 
DEMOCRACY 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
their coverage of the President, the lib-
eral media have given up being objec-
tive, and their credibility is now at an 
all-time low. 

Are the courts next? 
When considering the President’s 

written immigration orders, some 
judges are basing their decisions not on 
the actual text but on what was said 
during the heat of the campaign. 

This is a dangerous development, 
dangerous to our judicial system and 
dangerous to our democracy. The judi-
ciary’s role is to interpret the law and 
decide whether it is constitutional. 

When judges decide to become politi-
cians, injecting their own political bias 
into a decision, our Constitution and 
our government are at risk. 

If the media and the judiciary cease 
being objective, we should fear for the 
future of our country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE 
WEEK 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, this 
week recognizes National Police Week. 
I would like to especially highlight the 
small but significant things officers do 
for our communities. 

Police officers in Clearwater, Flor-
ida, surprised a 10-year-old robbery vic-
tim with lunch after his lunch money 
was stolen as he walked to school. 

Hillsborough County sheriffs will 
drive homeless men and women to the 
Social Security office and help them 
with paperwork. 

These are extraordinary individuals, 
Mr. Speaker. There are countless ex-
amples of local law enforcement doing 
good every day. 

This week we commemorate the fall-
en officers. Florida lost 11 officers in 
the past year, including Deputy Sheriff 
John Robert Kotfila from Hillsborough 
County who was killed after a collision 
with a wrong-way driver. 

We also remember the Tarpon 
Springs officer, Officer Charles 
Kondek, who was fatally shot by a fugi-
tive while on duty in 2014. 

Thank you to our law enforcement 
officers in Florida and nationwide who 
keep us safe. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 15, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 15, 2017, at 2:44 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 1083. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 16, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 16, 2017, at 9:40 a.m.: 

Appointment: 
Health Information Technology Advisory 

Committee. 
With best wishes, I am. 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1601 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DUNN) at 4 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 16, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 16, 2017, at 3:44 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 139. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Mariel 
Ridgway, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
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today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

RAPID DNA ACT OF 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 510) to establish a system for 
integration of Rapid DNA instruments 
for use by law enforcement to reduce 
violent crime and reduce the current 
DNA analysis backlog. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 510 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rapid DNA 
Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. RAPID DNA INSTRUMENTS. 

(a) STANDARDS.—Section 210303(a) of the 
DNA Identification Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 
14131(a)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(5)(A) In addition to issuing standards as 
provided in paragraphs (1) through (4), the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion shall issue standards and procedures for 
the use of Rapid DNA instruments and re-
sulting DNA analyses. 

‘‘(B) In this Act, the term ‘Rapid DNA in-
struments’ means instrumentation that car-
ries out a fully automated process to derive 
a DNA analysis from a DNA sample.’’. 

(b) INDEX.—Paragraph (2) of section 
210304(b) of the DNA Identification Act of 
1994 (42 U.S.C. 14132(b)(2)) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(2) prepared by— 
‘‘(A) laboratories that— 
‘‘(i) have been accredited by a nonprofit 

professional association of persons actively 
involved in forensic science that is nation-
ally recognized within the forensic science 
community; and 

‘‘(ii) undergo external audits, not less than 
once every 2 years, that demonstrate compli-
ance with standards established by the Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion; or 

‘‘(B) criminal justice agencies using Rapid 
DNA instruments approved by the Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
compliance with the standards and proce-
dures issued by the Director under section 
210303(a)(5); and’’. 
SEC. 3. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS RELATING 

TO COLLECTION OF DNA IDENTI-
FICATION INFORMATION. 

(a) FROM CERTAIN FEDERAL OFFENDERS.— 
Section 3 of the DNA Analysis Backlog 
Elimination Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 14135a) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end 
the following: ‘‘The Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation may waive the re-
quirements under this subsection if DNA 
samples are analyzed by means of Rapid 
DNA instruments and the results are in-
cluded in CODIS.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(3) The term ‘Rapid DNA instruments’ 
means instrumentation that carries out a 
fully automated process to derive a DNA 
analysis from a DNA sample.’’. 

(b) FROM CERTAIN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
OFFENDERS.—Section 4 of the DNA Analysis 

Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 
14135b) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end 
the following: ‘‘The Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation may waive the re-
quirements under this subsection if DNA 
samples are analyzed by means of Rapid 
DNA instruments and the results are in-
cluded in CODIS.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(3) The term ‘Rapid DNA instruments’ 
means instrumentation that carries out a 
fully automated process to derive a DNA 
analysis from a DNA sample.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 510, currently under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

The House of Representatives works 
on many important issues, but few are 
more important than making sure that 
innocent arrestees are promptly re-
leased and that culpable suspects are 
not released to strike again. 

Rapid DNA technology has the poten-
tial to do both of those things and, as 
such, can be an important tool for law 
enforcement and a key component of 
this body’s ongoing efforts on criminal 
justice reform. 

I applaud the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) for re-
introducing H.R. 510, the Rapid DNA 
Act of 2017, in this session of Congress. 

With Rapid DNA technology, it is 
possible to test the DNA of arrestees as 
soon as they are in custody and deter-
mine within hours whether they match 
the DNA profile from a crime scene or 
from other earlier crimes. 

This technology would also enable 
police to check the Federal DNA data-
base to see if an arrestee matches the 
DNA profile from previous crimes for 
which a DNA sample exists but no 
known suspect has been identified. 

Rather than waiting weeks for a DNA 
sample to be processed and risk releas-
ing a suspect back into the public to 
potentially reoffend, creating new vic-
tims, police will be able to determine 
at initial booking if the suspect is a 
person of interest in other crimes. 

This bill will provide important tools 
for law enforcement. For instance, it 
will inform decisions about pretrial re-
lease or detention and their conditions. 
It will solve and prevent all crimes, in-
cluding violent crimes. By freeing up 
forensic analysts, it will prevent DNA 
analysis backlogs. 

I believe this is necessary, respon-
sible legislation that will aid law en-
forcement and protect American citi-
zens by keeping offenders off the 
streets. I again thank Congressman 
SENSENBRENNER for sponsoring this im-
portant legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 510, 
the Rapid DNA Act of 2017. I also want 
to salute Mr. SENSENBRENNER for his 
hard work on it. 

This bipartisan legislation would in-
tegrate Rapid DNA technology into the 
FBI’s Combined DNA Index System, 
popularly known as CODIS, to enable 
law enforcement to perform valuable 
investigative functions faster and more 
efficiently. 

DNA technology is a valuable, dy-
namic, and rapidly unfolding element 
of our criminal justice system. DNA 
technology helps us to identify sus-
pects, eliminate false suspects, exon-
erate the innocent, and ultimately to 
convict responsible perpetrators of 
crime. My State of Maryland is home 
to the first capital prisoner in the 
United States who was exonerated 
while in prison for a homicide with 
DNA technology. 

CODIS and the National DNA Index 
System play a critical role across the 
country in criminal investigations by 
Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment agencies. Rapid DNA involves a 
fully automated, hands-free process de-
signed to produce a DNA profile within 
minutes at the booking stage outside 
of a crime lab. 

Existing law does not provide for the 
inclusion of Rapid DNA analyses into 
CODIS. H.R. 510 would bridge the gap 
between Rapid DNA technology and 
CODIS by authorizing law enforcement 
to conduct Rapid DNA analyses and 
upload the results to the national 
index, as long as the Rapid DNA ma-
chines that are used are accredited. 
This adds a real-time layer to CODIS 
and saves us all significant time and 
resources, improving efficiency in the 
criminal justice process. 

H.R. 510 has significant practical and 
positive consequences for law enforce-
ment and for public safety. For exam-
ple, Detroit, as of this April, has tested 
approximately 10,000 backlogged sexual 
assault kits. As a result, there have 
been more than 2,600 DNA matches, in-
cluding CODIS hits; the identification 
of nearly 800 potential serial rapists; 92 
convictions obtained by the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office; and DNA 
crimes linked to 40 other States and 
the District of Columbia. 

The addition of Rapid DNA informa-
tion to the CODIS database will help 
identify serial rapists if matches are 
made to the lab analyses of the sexual 
assault kit samples. 

I hope that the use of Rapid DNA will 
allow other DNA labs to focus more of 
their resources on reducing the backlog 
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of untested sexual assault kits across 
the country. My home State of Mary-
land has 3,700 untested rape kits right 
now, according to a report done last 
year. 

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to 
join the chairman and those of us in 
the minority in supporting this impor-
tant legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER), the former chairman 
of the House Judiciary Committee and 
the chief author of this legislation. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) for yielding me 
this time. 

Rapid DNA is a promising new tech-
nology that allows for the almost im-
mediate DNA analysis of an arrestee. 
Unlike standard DNA practices, which 
require sending DNA samples from 
arrestees out to labs with a result tak-
ing weeks to ascertain, Rapid DNA re-
sults take only a few hours and can be 
done right at the booking station. Like 
fingerprinting, photographing, and 
other booking procedures which at the 
time were novel but now have become 
routine, Rapid DNA will soon be stand-
ard procedure in police stations 
throughout the country. 

There is only one problem with Rapid 
DNA technology: Federal law. Our law, 
written in 1994 when DNA technology 
was still in its infancy, prohibits the 
use of Rapid DNA technology in book-
ing stations. This is not because of any 
limitation in Rapid DNA technology, 
but simply because at that time Rapid 
DNA technology was not even con-
templated. Similar to the trans-
formation of musical devices—records 
leading to cassette tapes, cassette 
tapes leading to CDs, CDs leading to 
MP3, and now iPods and online music 
hosting services—technology moves 
quicker than we can legislate. Now is 
the time to change the law to permit 
Rapid DNA technology. 

Rapid DNA machines are compact, 
approximately the size of copy ma-
chines, and can provide a DNA analysis 
from a cheek swab sample of an ar-
restee within 2 hours. This has two pro-
found implications. First, arrestees 
may be exonerated of crimes in 2 hours 
rather than waiting for up to 72 hours 
for release, or months for more stand-
ard DNA testing. Second, those ar-
rested for a crime can quickly be 
matched to other unsolved crimes 
where there was forensic evidence left 
at the crime scene but for which there 
was no identified suspect. 

The Rapid DNA Act updates the cur-
rent law to allow DNA samples to be 
processed using Rapid DNA instru-
ments located in booking stations and 
other approved locations. The bill will 
require the FBI to issue standards and 
procedures for the use of such instru-
ments and their resulting DNA anal-
yses to ensure the integrity of such in-

struments and the accuracy of the re-
sults. It will permit those results to be 
included in the DNA index if criminal 
justice agencies taking the samples 
comply with the standards and proce-
dures that the FBI approves. In this 
way, the bill would permit this new 
category of DNA samples to be 
uploaded into the index with the same 
protections and quality standards as 
current DNA samples. 

Not only does Rapid DNA have the 
potential to reduce crime, help expedi-
tiously exonerate the innocent, but 
also to positively impact the current 
backlogs for rape kits and other DNA 
sample analysis. 

This committee has spent a great 
deal of time and significant work to 
try to reduce the forensic DNA back-
log, especially in rape kits. Rapid DNA 
could not at this time be used for rape 
kits, but the implementation of Rapid 
DNA will allow forensic labs to focus 
on forensic samples, not on identifica-
tion samples which can easily be han-
dled by Rapid DNA machines. I hope 
this will reduce the rape kit backlog, 
which will also prevent future rapes 
from happening. 

I am pleased that the House is taking 
a significant step in furthering the use 
of this technology. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
COHEN). 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. RASKIN for his kind words and his 
work on this. I particularly thank Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER for his work. He has 
been the sponsor of this since it was in-
troduced. I was an original sponsor 
since it was introduced as well. It 
makes a lot of sense for us to do this 
and get DNA evidence and use science 
to the advantage of the American peo-
ple, and particularly in law enforce-
ment where we have problems in iden-
tifying suspects and proving guilt on 
occasion, and also exonerating the in-
nocent. DNA is a perfect tool as it ex-
onerates the wrongfully accused and 
gets the person who has committed the 
crime. 

I am honored to be a part of this. 
This bill, while a small part in the big 
picture, shows that Democrats and Re-
publicans can work together to get 
some things done. I appreciate the 
honor to be able to sponsor, and I ap-
preciate Mr. SENSENBRENNER’s work. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
don’t have any additional speakers, 
and I reserve the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

The Rapid DNA Act is strongly sup-
ported by several organizations which 
know that the expanded use and avail-
ability of Rapid DNA will enhance pub-
lic safety by reducing the DNA back-
log, reducing violent crime, and allow-
ing law enforcement to investigate 
crimes and identify suspects with 
greater efficiency and accuracy. The 

organizations include the National 
Center for Victims of Crime; the Police 
Foundation, which works to improve 
policing through innovation and 
science; and the Federal Law Enforce-
ment Officers Association. 

b 1615 

Mr. Speaker, in the case that I re-
ferred to before, the Bloodsworth case 
from Maryland, this was a gentleman 
who was convicted of a grisly rape and 
murder of a 9-year-old girl. He swore he 
hadn’t done it. He was convicted. In 
court he swore every day that he was 
the wrong guy. 

When DNA technology was first un-
veiled, he read about it. He begged his 
lawyer who is now the chief judge on 
the D.C. Superior Court, Judge Morin, 
to get the DNA test done. That lawyer 
took $5,000 out of his own pocket to do 
the DNA test, and it came back with 
greater than 99 percent certainty it 
could not have been Bloodsworth. 

Then the DNA evidence provided an 
exact match to a prisoner who was a 
floor below Bloodsworth at the time. 
So they found the right guy, and he 
was about to get out of prison a few 
months later. 

The DNA evidence establishes an ex-
traordinary new era that we are in in 
terms of criminal justice, and I am 
proud to be supporting this legislation 
that Mr. SENSENBRENNER has brought 
forward, which I think will improve ac-
curacy and efficiency all around. I ap-
plaud his efforts and the efforts of our 
chairman to ensure the integrity and 
the quality of the analysis that will be 
used in the criminal justice system. 

I urge all of our colleagues to join me 
in voting for H.R. 510 today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, this 
is a good bill. It is a bipartisan bill. I 
thank Members on both sides of the 
aisle for their contributions to this ef-
fort. I again commend the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) 
for reintroducing this bill. I urge my 
colleagues to support the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 510. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

STRENGTHENING STATE AND 
LOCAL CYBER CRIME FIGHTING 
ACT OF 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1616) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the 
National Computer Forensics Institute, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 
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The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1616 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening State and Local Cyber Crime Fighting 
Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF THE NATIONAL COM-

PUTER FORENSICS INSTITUTE OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title VIII of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
381 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 822. NATIONAL COMPUTER FORENSICS IN-

STITUTE. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized for 

fiscal years 2017 through 2022 within the 
United States Secret Service a National 
Computer Forensics Institute (in this section 
referred to as the ‘Institute’). The Institute 
shall disseminate information related to the 
investigation and prevention of cyber and 
electronic crime and related threats, and 
educate, train, and equip State, local, tribal, 
and territorial law enforcement officers, 
prosecutors, and judges. 

‘‘(b) FUNCTIONS.—The functions of the In-
stitute shall include the following: 

‘‘(1) Educating State, local, tribal, and ter-
ritorial law enforcement officers, prosecu-
tors, and judges on current— 

‘‘(A) cyber and electronic crimes and re-
lated threats; 

‘‘(B) methods for investigating cyber and 
electronic crime and related threats and con-
ducting computer and mobile device forensic 
examinations; and 

‘‘(C) prosecutorial and judicial challenges 
related to cyber and electronic crime and re-
lated threats, and computer and mobile de-
vice forensic examinations. 

‘‘(2) Training State, local, tribal, and terri-
torial law enforcement officers to— 

‘‘(A) conduct cyber and electronic crime 
and related threat investigations; 

‘‘(B) conduct computer and mobile device 
forensic examinations; and 

‘‘(C) respond to network intrusion inci-
dents. 

‘‘(3) Training State, local, tribal, and terri-
torial law enforcement officers, prosecutors, 
and judges on methods to obtain, process, 
store, and admit digital evidence in court. 

‘‘(c) PRINCIPLES.—In carrying out the func-
tions specified in subsection (b), the Insti-
tute shall ensure, to the extent practicable, 
that timely, actionable, and relevant exper-
tise and information related to cyber and 
electronic crime and related threats is 
shared with State, local, tribal, and terri-
torial law enforcement officers and prosecu-
tors. 

‘‘(d) EQUIPMENT.—The Institute may pro-
vide State, local, tribal, and territorial law 
enforcement officers with computer equip-
ment, hardware, software, manuals, and 
tools necessary to conduct cyber and elec-
tronic crime and related threat investiga-
tions and computer and mobile device foren-
sic examinations. 

‘‘(e) ELECTRONIC CRIME TASK FORCES.—The 
Institute shall facilitate the expansion of the 
network of Electronic Crime Task Forces of 
the United States Secret Service through the 
addition of State, local, tribal, and terri-
torial law enforcement officers educated and 
trained at the Institute. 

‘‘(f) SAVINGS PROVISION.—All authorized ac-
tivities and functions carried out by the In-
stitute at any location as of the day before 
the date of the enactment of this section are 
authorized to continue to be carried out at 
any such location on and after such date.’’. 

(b) FUNDING.—For each of fiscal years 2018 
through 2022, amounts appropriated for 
United States Secret Service, Operations and 
Support, may be used to carry out this Act 
and the amendments made by this Act. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101 et seq.) is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 821 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 822. National Computer Forensics In-

stitute.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 1616, currently under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the National Computer 
Forensics Institute serves a vital pur-
pose in preparing State and local law 
enforcement to combat computer and 
cybercrime. 

Last Congress, the House passed this 
legislation by voice vote under suspen-
sion of the rules. I am pleased to sup-
port this legislation once again, and I 
am confident that this bill will once 
again receive bipartisan support. 

The United States Department of 
Justice has declared that cybercrime is 
one of the greatest threats facing our 
country and that it has enormous im-
plications for our national security, 
economic prosperity, and public safety. 
We have seen this just in the past few 
days after cyber vulnerabilities led to 
widespread computer disruptions 
around the world. 

With this in mind, the National Com-
puter Forensics Institute serves the 
vital purpose of providing legal and ju-
dicial professionals a free, comprehen-
sive education on current cybercrime 
trends, investigative methods, and 
prosecutorial and judicial challenges. 

The National Computer Forensics In-
stitute is a 32,000-square-foot facility 
located in Hoover, Alabama. The insti-
tute boasts three multipurpose class-
rooms, two network investigations 
classrooms, a mock courtroom, and a 
forensics lab. 

The special agents of the United 
States Secret Service staff the insti-
tute and work diligently training 
attendees in modern counter- 
cybercrime procedures and evidence 
collection. 

When the attendees leave, they take 
with them the critical knowledge and 
equipment required to conduct autono-
mous and thorough cybercrime inves-
tigations at their home agencies. 

Since its creation in 2008, the insti-
tute has earned praise for its work in 
preparing America’s local law enforce-
ment in how to deal with these impor-
tant technology issues. 

Over the last 7 years, the institute 
has instructed law enforcement profes-
sionals from every State in the country 
and from over 500 different law enforce-
ment agencies. 

In fact, law enforcement in my own 
district has benefited from NCFI train-
ing, including Lynchburg Common-
wealth Attorney Mike Doucette and 
his staff. 

Each professional educated at the in-
stitute is a force multiplier for the Se-
cret Service. The institute itself is a 
force multiplier for other law enforce-
ment cyber forensic efforts, comple-
menting vital training offered by enti-
ties like the National White Collar 
Crime Center, otherwise known as 
NW3C. After successful completion of 
the NCFI and the NW3C programs, the 
students can bring their new knowl-
edge back to their local agency to in-
form their colleagues how to properly 
conduct computer forensic investiga-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, I firmly believe that for 
our Nation to successfully combat the 
cybercrime threat, we must support 
legislation such as H.R. 1616. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. RATCLIFFE), a member of 
the Judiciary Committee, for spon-
soring this important legislation. 

Authorizing the existing National 
Computer Forensics Institute in Fed-
eral law will cement its position as a 
high-tech cybercrime training facility 
and will help law enforcement profes-
sionals nationwide in their efforts to 
combat cyber-related crimes. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washington, DC, May 15, 2017. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on Judiciary, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GOODLATTE: I write con-
cerning H.R. 1616, the ‘‘Strengthening State 
and Local Cyber Crime Fighting Act of 2017’’. 
This legislation includes matters that fall 
within the Rule X jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security. 

In order to expedite floor consideration of 
H.R. 1616, the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity agrees to forgo action on this bill. How-
ever, this is conditional on our mutual un-
derstanding that forgoing consideration of 
the bill would not prejudice the Committee 
with respect to the appointment of conferees 
or to any future jurisdictional claim over the 
subject matters contained in the bill or simi-
lar legislation that fall within the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security’s Rule X juris-
diction. I request you urge the Speaker to 
name members of the Committee to any con-
ference committee named to consider such 
provisions. 

Please place a copy of this letter and your 
response acknowledging our jurisdictional 
interest into the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the measure on the 
House floor. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:32 May 17, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16MY7.014 H16MYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
7T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4207 May 16, 2017 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, May 15, 2017. 

Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: Thank you for 
consulting with the Committee on the Judi-
ciary and agreeing to be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 1616, the 
‘‘Strengthening State and Local Cyber Crime 
Fighting Act,’’ so that the bill may proceed 
expeditiously to the House floor. 

I agree that your foregoing further action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this bill or similar legislation in 
the future. I would support your effort to 
seek appointment of an appropriate number 
of conferees from your committee to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation. 

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 1616 
into the Congressional Record during floor 
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your 
cooperation regarding this legislation and 
look forward to continuing to work together 
as this measure moves through the legisla-
tive process. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise in support of 
H.R. 1616, the Strengthening State and 
Local Cyber Crime Fighting Act. This 
bill establishes the National Computer 
Forensics Institute as an official Fed-
eral program to be managed by the De-
partment of Homeland Security and 
operated by the U.S. Secret Service. I 
strongly support it because it addresses 
a serious problem and advances a solu-
tion that is critically important to the 
safety of our people. 

Cybercrime poses an enormous threat 
to national security, economic pros-
perity, and public safety. The range of 
threats and the challenges that they 
present for law enforcement multiply 
just as rapidly as technology evolves, 
causing serious insecurity in the per-
sonal lives, the work lives, and the fi-
nances of our people. 

Over the past decade, our law en-
forcement community has recorded a 
significant increase in the quantity, 
quality, complexity, and danger of so-
phisticated cybercrimes targeting pri-
vate industry, including our financial 
services sector and private individuals. 
These crimes include intrusions; hack-
ing attacks; the surreptitious installa-
tion of malicious software; identity 
theft; and massive data breaches that 
have compromised and exposed the per-
sonal, financial, business, medical, and 
professional information of millions of 
U.S. citizens. 

How many of our people have suf-
fered the disruption, indignity, and 
anxiety of identity theft, for example? 

For Americans who have been vic-
timized by cybercrime, especially our 
seniors, it is a terrifying and demor-
alizing experience. For small busi-
nesses affected, it is costly and enor-
mously draining. 

Just as cyber warfare has trans-
formed the nature of war in this cen-

tury, cybercrime has transformed the 
nature of crime, adversely affecting 
the members of our law enforcement 
and intelligence services. 

To date, the National Computer 
Forensics Institute has risen to the oc-
casion, training more than 4,000 State 
and local law enforcement officers and 
1,600 prosecutors. With this legislation, 
the institute will continue to educate 
State and local law enforcement offi-
cials, prosecutors, and judges on cur-
rent trends in cyber and electronic 
crime investigations and best practices 
taken across the country. The institute 
will train officers on proper procedures 
to conduct these important investiga-
tions that are affecting more and more 
Americans every year. 

In addition, the National Computer 
Forensics Institute will continue to 
work to protect our citizens’ personal 
information from unwarranted govern-
mental intrusion by establishing na-
tional standards for conducting these 
investigations. The institute will pro-
tect these important privacy interests 
along with the security of our busi-
nesses, our homes, our finances, and 
our personal effects. 

For these reasons, I proudly support 
H.R. 1616. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time I am pleased to yield as much 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. RATCLIFFE), 
the chief sponsor of the legislation. 

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 1616, the 
Strengthening State and Local Cyber 
Crime Fighting Act of 2017. 

Let me start out by thanking Chair-
man GOODLATTE for his support and al-
lowing this bill to come to the floor 
and Senator GRASSLEY, chairman of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, and 
Ranking Member FEINSTEIN for their 
support in introducing a companion 
measure over in the Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, the bicameral, bipar-
tisan support on this issue underscores 
its critical importance and the need for 
this issue to transcend political parties 
and partisan politics. 

Mr. Speaker, this is Police Week in 
the United States. It is our chance to 
show appreciation for some of the most 
important unsung heroes in our Na-
tion. I couldn’t be more grateful for the 
opportunity to use my time before this 
legislative body today to thank each 
and every member of this country’s 
brave dedicated men and women of law 
enforcement. From patrolling our 
streets to pursuing criminals of every 
kind, it is these men and women in 
blue who keep our communities safe 
and uphold the pillars of law and order 
in society each and every day. Every 
American should be grateful for those 
who run towards danger and who 
march into harm’s way to keep us safe. 

Nearly a decade ago I had the privi-
lege of being appointed the United 
States Attorney under former Presi-
dent George W. Bush. Serving as the 

President’s top Federal law enforce-
ment official gave me the chance to 
work shoulder to shoulder with hun-
dreds of great police officers and police 
departments across the 33,000 square 
miles of the Eastern District of Texas. 
It also instilled in me an incredible 
sense of gratitude for those in law en-
forcement who wake up each and every 
day simply wanting to make the world 
around them a safer place to live for all 
of us. 

I could say it 1,000 times and it 
wouldn’t do justice to the service that 
they provide: Thank you. Thank you 
for all you do. We are all grateful. 

And while the simple truth is that we 
can never really repay those in law en-
forcement for the incredible sacrifices 
they make each and every day, as a 
lawmaker, I want to do everything 
within my power to give them the tools 
to help them keep us safe. 

Today this body has a unique oppor-
tunity to stand up for those who self-
lessly and dependably stand up for all 
of us. H.R. 1616, the Strengthening 
State and Local Cyber Crime Fighting 
Act of 2017, does exactly that by au-
thorizing into law the National Com-
puter Forensics Institute, or NCFI. 

As the chairman said, the NCFI is a 
critical national training center lo-
cated in Hoover, Alabama, that is oper-
ated by the United States Secret Serv-
ice for the purpose of training our 
State and local law enforcement offi-
cers, prosecutors, and judges on how to 
investigate cyber and electronic 
crimes, on how to conduct computer 
and mobile device forensics examina-
tions, to respond to network intru-
sions, and to preserve the chain of cus-
tody for digital evidence. 

Mr. Speaker, in today’s digital world, 
it is rarely that drop of blood or strand 
of hair that solves a crime or a case. 
Instead, far more frequently, it is proof 
of a text message that was sent or an 
online purchase that was made or 
geolocation data on a mobile device. 

Since its creation, the NCFI has 
trained and equipped more than 6,000 
law enforcement officials from all 50 
States on how to handle digital evi-
dence and solve and prosecute 
cybercrimes. By authorizing the NCFI 
into Federal law, Congress can ensure 
that the NCFI remains our Nation’s 
premier cybercrime training center for 
State and local law enforcement offi-
cials for many years to come. 

This isn’t some theoretical program 
at the NCFI. The proverbial rubber is 
already hitting the road. In fact, three 
different law enforcement agencies in 
my own district have had their folks 
trained at the NCFI, folks like Don 
Waddle, a 25-year veteran of the Green-
ville Police Department in my home 
district. In a hearing I chaired last 
year about the impact of the training 
that Don received at NCFI, he talked 
about the value that not just he got as 
a law enforcement officer, but the com-
munity that he serves. 

He told me: I am not the main bene-
factor of this training. The citizens of 
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Greenville and Hunt County and the 
entire northeast Texas area reap the 
benefits of this training with better re-
covery rates for stolen property, as 
well as more perpetrators being taken 
off of our streets. 

b 1630 

Don is like thousands of detectives 
and prosecutors and judges across the 
country who because of their NCFI 
training are better able to serve their 
communities and do their law enforce-
ment jobs in an ever-increasing digital 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, the need for this bill 
could not be more clear. Cybercrime 
has surpassed drug trafficking as the 
most profitable criminal enterprise in 
the world. Today, let’s vote to help 
fight cybercrime by passing this com-
monsense legislation to support our 
law enforcement and give our officers a 
leg up on the criminals who are in-
creasingly using digital means in 
cyberspace to evade justice. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on H.R. 1616. I once again thank Chair-
man GOODLATTE and my Senate col-
leagues for their support. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
RASKIN). 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding me time. 
Just to close, I want to echo Congress-
man RATCLIFFE in observing it is Na-
tional Police Week, so we have the op-
portunity to highlight the successful 
efforts that have already taken place 
to combat cybercrime. 

As the operator of the National Com-
puter Forensics Institute, the Secret 
Service has demonstrated its excel-
lence and diligence in pursuing 
cybercrime both domestically and 
internationally. Its investigations have 
produced more than 4,000 arrests, in-
volving more than a billion dollars in 
fraud, and saving the public billions of 
dollars more in potential fraud that 
would have taken place absent their 
intervention. 

H.R. 1616 will strengthen these efforts 
in continuing to combat cyber and 
electronic crime. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. 
PALMER). 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman RATCLIFFE and the com-
mittee for their work on this bill. 

The internet is an ever-increasing 
medium for criminals to carry out 
crimes, such as sex trafficking, credit 
card theft, and identity theft. We are 
currently witnessing an unprecedented 
global cyber attack. Attacks such as 
this threaten our economy and our na-
tional security. This highlights the 
need for law enforcement to be trained 
at local, State, and national levels to 
recognize and combat this activity. 

Prior to 2008, training for State and 
local law enforcement and cybercrimes 
was difficult to find. Recognizing this 

problem in 2007, the State of Alabama 
offered the Secret Service and the De-
partment of Homeland Security prop-
erty and funds to construct a state-of- 
the-art facility if the Federal Govern-
ment would fund the training and 
allow the Secret Service to operate it. 
I am proud to say this facility is lo-
cated in my district in the city of Hoo-
ver. 

The National Computer Forensics In-
stitute, NCFI, opened its doors in May 
of 2008. State and local law enforce-
ment officers come from all across the 
Nation to be trained at this one-of-a- 
kind facility, where they are trained by 
Secret Service agents on the same 
equipment and same software that our 
Secret Service agents use. 

NCFI has trained law enforcement of-
ficers, prosecutors, and judges from all 
50 States, and its graduates represent 
over 500 agencies. They are not only 
trained in solving crimes but also in 
prosecution. 

I am pleased that the work that 
NCFI does is being recognized, and I 
am proud to be an original cosponsor of 
H.R. 1616. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support this 
good legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1616, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES 
ACT 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1892) to amend title 4, United 
States Code, to provide for the flying of 
the flag at half-staff in the event of the 
death of a first responder in the line of 
duty. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1892 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Honoring 
Hometown Heroes Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PERMITTING THE FLAG TO BE FLOWN AT 

HALF-STAFF IN THE EVENT OF THE 
DEATH OF A FIRST RESPONDER 
SERVING IN THE LINE OF DUTY. 

(a) AMENDMENT.—The sixth sentence of 
section 7(m) of title 4, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘or’’ after ‘‘possession of 
the United States’’ and inserting a comma; 

(2) by inserting ‘‘or the death of a first re-
sponder working in any State, territory, or 
possession who dies while serving in the line 
of duty,’’ after ‘‘while serving on active 
duty,’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘former offi-
cials of the District of Columbia’’ and insert-
ing a comma; and 

(4) by inserting before the period the fol-
lowing: ‘‘, and first responders working in 
the District of Columbia’’. 

(b) FIRST RESPONDER DEFINED.—Such sub-
section is further amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘, United 
States Code; and’’ and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(4) the term ‘first responder’ means a 
‘public safety officer’ as defined in section 
1204 of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796b).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this Act shall apply with respect to 
deaths of first responders occurring on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 1892, currently under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

On June 14, 1777, the Second Conti-
nental Congress passed a resolution es-
tablishing an official flag for the new 
American Nation. The resolution, now 
known as the Flag Act of 1777, stated 
that the flag would be ‘‘thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; that 
the union be thirteen stars, white in a 
blue field, representing a new Con-
stellation.’’ 

For the last 240 years, the American 
people have celebrated Flag Day every 
June 14, and, over that time, the flag 
has evolved. As we all know, changes 
have been made to its design, shape, 
and arrangement. The Flag Act of 1794 
changed the design from 13 to 15 stars 
to accommodate the admission of 
Vermont and Kentucky into the Union. 
The Flag Act of 1818 mandated that the 
13 stripes represented the Thirteen 
Original Colonies, the number of stars 
matched the number of States, and 
provided that subsequent changes in 
the number of stars would be made on 
the 4th of July. 

What has remained rock solid over 
that quarter millennium, however, is 
what our flag represents. It represents 
one nation, freedom, and justice for all, 
and the sacrifices made in pursuit of 
those core American values. 
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Current law provides guidance for 

displaying and handling the flag so it is 
afforded the respect it deserves and has 
earned. In abiding by these guidelines, 
we all commemorate the value and 
love we hold for what our flag rep-
resents. That is why the legislation be-
fore us today, H.R. 1892, the Honoring 
Hometown Heroes Act, is not only ap-
propriate but necessary. 

This bill amends Federal law to per-
mit State and Territorial Governors 
and the Mayor of Washington, D.C., to 
order that the flag be flown at halfstaff 
in the event that a public safety officer 
dies in the line of duty. For purposes of 
this legislation, ‘‘public safety offi-
cers’’ include local police officers, fire-
fighters, and EMS professionals. These 
are individuals who make great sac-
rifices so we all can live in a free coun-
try. These men and women work long 
hours, separated from their loved ones, 
and consistently place themselves in 
harm’s way so we as Americans can 
enjoy our freedom and our way of life. 
These sacrifices often go 
unappreciated. 

When an officer dies in the line of 
duty, he or she is making the ultimate 
sacrifice for their community, their 
family, and for their country. H.R. 1892 
allows the American people to show 
their appreciation to these men and 
women, who are truly the bulwark be-
tween order and chaos. They represent 
the values the Founders held so dear 
nearly 250 years ago, and their sac-
rifices must be publicly acknowledged 
so they are not taken for granted. 

I thank the lead sponsor of this bill, 
Congressman JOHN LARSON. On May 3, 
the House Committee on the Judiciary 
approved the Honoring Hometown He-
roes Act with unanimous, bipartisan 
support. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation and the other bills 
before the House today to honor the 
men and women who have made the ul-
timate sacrifice to ensure the safety of 
our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise also in support of H.R. 1892, the 
Honoring Hometown Heroes Act. I 
want to begin by saluting the distin-
guished author of this legislation, the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. LAR-
SON), who has navigated the twists and 
turns of the legislative process to bring 
this legislation to the floor with the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

H.R. 1892 would bestow one of the 
highest honors that can be given in 
America to our first responders who 
have died in the line of duty by allow-
ing the U.S. flag to be lowered in their 
respective jurisdictions. The bill 
amends the U.S. Flag Code to allow the 
Governor of a State, Territory or pos-
session, and the Mayor of the District 
of Columbia to order the flag be low-
ered to halfstaff if a first responder in 
the jurisdiction dies while serving in 
the line of duty. 

Our first responders put their lives 
on the line every day for the greater 

good of the people that they have 
taken an oath to serve and protect. 
Every year, some first responders make 
the ultimate sacrifice and lose their 
lives while serving and protecting their 
communities in the line of duty. 

Currently, under the U.S. Flag Code, 
a Governor or the Mayor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia can order that the 
flag be lowered to halfstaff after the 
death of a President or former govern-
ment official or after the death of a 
member of the Armed Forces from the 
jurisdiction. It is only fitting that, 
given the hard work and sacrifices and 
crucial role of first responders, we 
honor these brave men and women in 
the same way that we honor govern-
ment officials and members of the 
Armed Forces when they make the ul-
timate sacrifice. Accordingly, I urge 
all of my colleagues to support H.R. 
1892. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. LAR-
SON). 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the distinguished 
Member from Maryland and our distin-
guished chairman from Virginia for 
taking up this legislation. 

Let me start by thanking so many 
cosponsors, starting with PETER KING 
and BILL PASCRELL, the co-chairs of 
our Congressional Fire Services Cau-
cus, for their extraordinary work; the 
sheriff, as I like to refer to DAVID 
REICHERT, who I serve with on the 
Committee on Ways and Means; and 
TIM WALZ, the chairman of the Con-
gressional Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) Caucus and ranking member of 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

Amongst the Members who are co-
sponsors of the bill, many are former 
first responders as well: DUTCH RUP-
PERSBERGER, former police officer; 
JOHN RUTHERFORD, former sheriff of 
Duval County, Florida; BRIAN 
FITZPATRICK, former FBI special agent; 
JIM RENACCI, former volunteer fire-
fighter from Ohio. 

Special thanks to the Committee on 
the Judiciary for recognizing, however 
simple a solution, how powerful the 
meaning for those who have lost a 
member of their community and their 
family who, as Lincoln would say, have 
given the full measure of their devo-
tion. I thank Chairman GOODLATTE and 
Ranking Member CONYERS, STEVE 
KING, and STEVE COHEN also for their 
work on this. I deeply appreciate it. 

I especially thank and single out Jim 
McLoughlin, a veteran firefighter from 
Connecticut. He is the founder of the 
National Honor Guard Commanders As-
sociation, and it was he who first came 
to me with endorsing this concept. 

I also thank the strong support of 
Harold Schaitberger of the Inter-
national Association of Firefighters, 
the Fraternal Order of Police, Ser-

geants Benevolent Association, Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs, 
and the National Volunteer Fire Coun-
cil, among others. 

As has been said on the floor already 
today, a number of people have men-
tioned that this week we come to-
gether during National Police Week to 
recognize first responders. In fact, the 
White House was lit in blue last night. 
It is those who put their lives on the 
line every day to protect us and our 
communities, as the chairman noted, 
who often get forgotten in terms of 
their line of duty. 

I am the son of a proud firefighter. I 
think in every firefighter’s memory 
and every memory of the Nation will 
be permanently seared that vision of 
firefighters rushing up the steps of the 
World Trade Center as people were 
coming down. 

b 1645 

Whether it is a national emergency 
or a medical emergency, these brave 
men and women are the first to answer 
the call, and they deserve our respect. 

Scripture tells us to love our neigh-
bors as we love ourselves, but only a 
few are willing to step into harm’s way 
for others. When everyone else flees 
from danger, our law enforcement offi-
cers, firefighters, and EMTs heroically 
place their lives in jeopardy to help 
people that they have never met. 

These jobs are inherently dangerous. 
The reminders are too common. And as 
any family of a first responder can tell 
you, they oftentimes do not return 
home to their families. JOE CROWLEY 
has spoken eloquently of that on this 
very floor. 

This bill has been reviewed by the 
chairman, and I thank Mr. RASKIN for 
his comments as well. But I think we 
can all agree that these courageous 
men and women deserve what is a sim-
ple tribute but a very powerful message 
when the American flag and all that it 
stands for is lowered to halfstaff when 
they have given the full measure of 
their devotion to their community, 
their State, and this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge its passage and 
am thankful for the bipartisan support 
that we have received on this very im-
portant week for these incredibly re-
markable and important people who 
serve their country. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
support this wonderful legislation, and 
I take the occasion of National Police 
Week to restate everyone in this body’s 
appreciation for the hard work that 
our responders and our officers do. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1892. 

The question was taken. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
HEROES ACT OF 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1428) to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to authorize COPS grantees to use 
grant funds to hire veterans as career 
law enforcement officers, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1428 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American 
Law Enforcement Heroes Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. PRIORITIZING HIRING AND TRAINING OF 

VETERANS. 
Section 1701(b)(2) of title I of the Omnibus 

Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 3796dd(b)(2)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘, including by prioritizing the hiring 
and training of veterans (as defined in sec-
tion 101 of title 38, United States Code)’’ 
after ‘‘Nation’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R. 
1428, currently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Police officers and military veterans 
have much in common: Both wear uni-
forms, both protect and serve, and both 
face great physical risk in executing 
their duties. It is understandable, then, 
that many military servicemen and 
-women seek employment as police of-
ficers upon returning to civilian life. 

Similarly, police departments are 
seeking men and women who are phys-
ically and mentally fit to assume these 
roles, who are used to working in 
teams, and who have experience mak-
ing quick decisions under stress. To a 
police department, a military veteran 
may be a perfect fit. 

In recent years, we have strived for 
community-oriented approaches to po-

licing. A community-oriented approach 
requires officers not just to enforce 
laws, but to wear many other hats, like 
first aid provider, social worker, coun-
selor, crisis manager, and peacemaker. 
If there is a problem, we expect the po-
lice to solve it. The knowledge, skill, 
and abilities military veterans bring to 
police departments enhance the depart-
ments’ problem-solving mission. 

H.R. 1428, the American Law Enforce-
ment Heroes Act of 2017, is good legis-
lation introduced by our colleague, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HURD). The 
bill authorizes grantees who receive 
grants under the Community Oriented 
Policing Services program at the De-
partment of Justice, commonly known 
as COPS, to use them for prioritizing 
the hiring and training of military vet-
erans. 

When military veterans return from 
deployment and enter civilian life, it is 
important we recognize their sacrifices 
by assuring they can obtain employ-
ment and support their families. This 
bill helps to ensure veterans can do 
just that. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. HURD for 
introducing this legislation, and I urge 
my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 1428, 
the American Law Enforcement Heroes 
Act of 2017. I want to thank the author 
of the bill, Mr. HURD, for bringing it 
forward. 

This measure has the laudable goal of 
recognizing our brave men and women 
who have served in the armed services, 
but it also helps to protect our commu-
nities through community-oriented po-
licing. 

I support H.R. 1428 for several rea-
sons. To begin with, the Office of Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services, 
also known as the COPS Office, is re-
sponsible for advancing community po-
licing by law enforcement agencies 
through information and grant re-
sources. 

The COPS Office promotes commu-
nity policing with a commitment to 
building trust and mutual respect be-
tween police and the people in the com-
munities they serve by awarding 
grants to law enforcement agencies for 
the hiring of law enforcement officers 
for community policing. 

Through the COPS Hiring Program, 
funds are provided directly to law en-
forcement agencies to hire or rehire ca-
reer law enforcement officers to in-
crease their community policing capac-
ity and crime prevention activities. To 
date, more than 129,000 officers for over 
13,000 agencies have been funded via 
the COPS Hiring Program, which was 
first established 23 years ago under 
President Bill Clinton in 1994. 

The COPS Office began supporting 
military veterans through the COPS 
Hiring Program and currently gives ad-
ditional consideration to law enforce-
ment agencies that commit to hiring 

our veterans. Although we have not 
had hearings to discuss the import of 
providing incentives through this pro-
gram for the hiring of veterans as new 
law enforcement officers by State and 
local law enforcement, we believe the 
bill is well designed and well inten-
tioned. 

The bill prioritizes grant applications 
of law enforcement agencies that will 
use grant funds from the COPS Office 
to hire veterans, thereby giving pref-
erence to those agencies when applying 
for grant funds. The intent is to assist 
law enforcement agencies in attracting 
well-qualified, service-oriented people 
who have already served America 
through their military service. 

Another positive purpose of this leg-
islation is to provide our brave vet-
erans the opportunity to continue to 
serve their country and respective 
communities upon completion of their 
military service. Military service pro-
vides vital leadership traits that can be 
valuable in assisting military veterans 
in their effort to succeed in law en-
forcement careers, and we need to take 
advantage of that. 

Veterans with combat experience 
have obtained skill sets that relate to 
law enforcement work, such as dis-
cipline, loyalty, ethical standards, and 
integrity; physical fitness; firearms 
and tactical skills; the ability to re-
spond appropriately under stress; and 
experience working with diverse popu-
lations. 

Those who have served in the mili-
tary often have a desire to continue to 
serve others, and a career as a law en-
forcement officer allows veterans to 
continue serving others through com-
munity policing, where we need them 
so much. A career in law enforcement 
also provides veterans with long-term 
stability, gives a sense of accomplish-
ment and pride, and offers a career 
where their dedication to protecting 
and serving the public can be applied. 

Finally, measures such as H.R. 1428 
will help ensure our communities are 
protected through community-oriented 
policing. 

Accordingly, we support passage of 
H.R. 1428, the American Law Enforce-
ment Heroes Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HURD), the chief author of 
this legislation. 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, the veteran 
unemployment rate is currently 5 per-
cent in Texas, higher than the national 
average of 3.7. While the national aver-
age has steadily declined in recent 
years, the unemployment rate for 
young veterans ages 18 to 24 has sky-
rocketed to 13 percent, more than dou-
ble the rate it was at this time last 
year. 

We need to do more for the men and 
women who have sacrificed so much for 
our freedom and our safety. That is 
why I introduced the American Law 
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Enforcement Heroes Act: to provide an 
outlet for these heroes to continue 
their service right here at home. 

My district is home to more than 
4,600 Active Duty and 45,000 military 
veterans who have served or supported 
Joint Base San Antonio, Laughlin Air 
Force Base, and Fort Bliss, among oth-
ers. They often tell me about their 
struggles to find good jobs once they 
leave the military. 

This bill incentivizes State and local 
governments to hire veterans as new 
law enforcement officers by giving 
preference when applying for grants 
through DOJ’s COPS Office which fund 
academy and field training along with 
promoting community collaboration. 
It is modeled after an expired program 
called Troops to COPS, which helped 
about 1,000 veterans in the late 1990s. 

We owe our freedom to these men and 
women and must do a better job facili-
tating their transition into meaningful 
civilian careers. Ultimately, we should 
be doing everything we can to help 
those who have served our Nation in 
one uniform continue to do so in an-
other one right here at home. 

In commemoration of both National 
Police Week and Military Appreciation 
Month, this bill will better serve our 
veterans and be a win for communities 
nationwide. 

I want to thank Senator JOHN COR-
NYN, my colleague from Texas, for his 
leadership on this issue, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in support of H.R. 
1428. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I close by 
restating my support for this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
again commend the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HURD) for his thoughtful 
legislation and his outstanding leader-
ship on this issue. This is good legisla-
tion that will help young military men 
and women find employment in law en-
forcement where they can provide 
great continued service to our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1428. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE STABILIZATION OF IRAQ— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 115–42) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 

with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
stabilization of Iraq that was declared 
in Executive Order 13303 of May 22, 
2003, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 22, 2017. 

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, the restoration and main-
tenance of peace and security in the 
country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic in-
stitutions in Iraq continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Accordingly, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue the national emergency with 
respect to the stabilization of Iraq. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 16, 2017. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 59 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 115, THIN BLUE LINE ACT 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 115–126) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 323) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 115) to 
amend title 18, United States Code, to 
provide additional aggravating factors 
for the imposition of the death penalty 
based on the status of the victim, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1039, PROBATION OFFICER 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-

ileged report (Rept. No. 115–127) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 324) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1039) to 
amend section 3606 of title 18, United 
States Code, to grant probation officers 
authority to arrest hostile third par-
ties who obstruct or impede a proba-
tion officer in the performance of offi-
cial duties, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

STRENGTHENING STATE AND 
LOCAL CYBER CRIME FIGHTING 
ACT OF 2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1616) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the 
National Computer Forensics Institute, 
and for other purposes, as amended, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 408, nays 3, 
not voting 19, as follows: 

[Roll No. 258] 

YEAS—408 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 

Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 

Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
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Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 

Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 

Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—3 

Amash Jones Massie 

NOT VOTING—19 

Brady (PA) 
Brooks (AL) 
Chaffetz 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hunter 
Johnson, Sam 

Lieu, Ted 
Marino 
Napolitano 
Newhouse 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Poe (TX) 

Rohrabacher 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Roybal-Allard 
Sinema 
Tiberi 

b 1853 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Mr. 
GARAMENDI changed their vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-

ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 258. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause (2)(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise 
to give notice of my intent to raise a 
question of the privileges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives that the President 
shall immediately disclose his tax re-
turn information to Congress and the 
American people; 

Whereas, in the United States’ sys-
tem of checks and balances, Congress 
has a responsibility to hold the execu-
tive branch of government to the high-
est standard of transparency to ensure 
the public interest is placed first; 

Whereas, according to the Tax His-
tory Project, every President since 
Gerald Ford has disclosed their tax re-
turn information to the public; 

Whereas, tax returns provide an im-
portant baseline disclosure because 
they contain highly instructive infor-
mation, including whether the can-
didate paid taxes, number one; what 
they own, number two; what they have 
borrowed and from whom, number 
three; whether they have made any 
charitable donations, number four; and 
whether they have taken advantage of 
tax loopholes, number five. 

Whereas, disclosure of the Presi-
dent’s tax returns could help those in-
vestigating Russian influence in the 
2016 election understand the Presi-
dent’s financial ties to the Russian 
Federation and Russian citizens, in-
cluding debts owed and whether he 
shares any partnership interests, eq-
uity interests, joint ventures, or licens-
ing agreements with Russia or Rus-
sians; 

Whereas, the President fired FBI Di-
rector James Comey last week, whose 
FBI was investigating whether the 
Trump campaign colluded with Russia 
to influence the 2016 election; 

Whereas, Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions, who made the recommendation 
to fire Director Comey, during sworn 
testimony—the Interior Ryan Zinke to 
review national monuments that Presi-
dents have designated or expanded 
since 1996; 

Whereas, this review was praised by 
industry groups who could benefit fi-

nancially from oil, gas, mining, and 
condemned by environmental organiza-
tions concerned this review will scrap 
or scale back critical Federal designa-
tion to protect tribal and historic 
lands; 

Whereas, the American people are in 
the dark to knowing if this review was 
started to justify selling or leasing 
public lands to private corporations 
that could enrich the President or his 
business partners without reviewing 
the President’s tax returns; 

Whereas, it has been reported that 
Federal prosecutors have issued grand 
jury subpoenas to associates of former 
National Security Adviser Michael 
Flynn seeking business records as part 
of the ongoing probe into Russian in-
volvement in the 2016 election; 

Whereas, according to his 2016 can-
didate filing with the Federal Election 
Commission, the President has 564 fi-
nancial positions in companies located 
not only in the United States but 
around the world; 

Whereas, against the advice of ethics 
attorneys and the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics, the President has refused 
to divest his ownership stake in his 
businesses and can still withdraw funds 
at any time from the trust of which he 
is sole beneficiary; 

Whereas, the Emoluments Clause was 
included in the United States Constitu-
tion for the express purpose of pre-
venting Federal officials from accept-
ing any—from the Constitution, article 
I, section 9—‘‘present Emolument, Of-
fice, or Title . . . from any King, 
Prince, or foreign state’’; 

Whereas, the most signed petition on 
the White House website calls for the 
release of the President’s tax return in-
formation to verify compliance. 

The legislative branch has the re-
sponsibility and the authority to check 
the executive branch in section 6103 of 
the Tax Code—in 1924 allows for an ex-
amination of his tax returns, the au-
thority put in place specifically so 
Congress could examine the conflicts of 
interest in the executive branch of gov-
ernment following the biggest scandal 
of the 20th century, the Teapot Dome 
scandal. 

b 1900 

Nothing could be more of a threat to 
the integrity of the House than ignor-
ing our duty to fully examine the per-
sonal financial entanglements this 
President may have with Russian enti-
ties and individuals and whether he has 
abused the tax laws of the United 
States of America. 

We have nothing but evidence to jus-
tify such an examination. If and when 
such conflicts are revealed, I do not 
want to say to our constituents that 
we had the power to review these con-
flicts, but we did nothing. I, for one, do 
not want my integrity, or the integrity 
of my colleagues on either side of the 
aisle in this body, to be demeaned by 
such a shameful failure. 

To restore the dignity of the House, 
we must use our authority to request 
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President Trump’s tax returns and give 
the American people the transparency 
they deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to dispense with the oral an-
nouncement of the resolution in order 
that the entire text appears in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TAYLOR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey? 

There was no objection. 
The form of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
Expressing the sense of the House of Rep-

resentatives that the President shall imme-
diately disclose his tax return information 
to Congress and the American people. 

Whereas, in the United States’ system of 
checks and balances, Congress has a respon-
sibility to hold the Executive Branch of gov-
ernment to the highest standard of trans-
parency to ensure the public interest is 
placed first; 

Whereas, according to the Tax History 
Project, every President since Gerald Ford 
has disclosed their tax return information to 
the public; 

Whereas, tax returns provide an important 
baseline disclosure because they contain 
highly instructive information including 
whether the candidate paid taxes, what they 
own, what they have borrowed and from 
whom, whether they have made any chari-
table donations, and whether they have 
taken advantage of tax loopholes; 

Whereas, disclosure of the President’s tax 
returns could help those investigating Rus-
sian influence in the 2016 election understand 
the President’s financial ties to the Russian 
Federation and Russian citizens, including 
debts owed and whether he shares any part-
nership interests, equity interests, joint ven-
tures or licensing agreements with Russia or 
Russians; 

Whereas, the President fired FBI Director 
James Comey last week, whose FBI was in-
vestigating whether the Trump campaign 
colluded with Russia to influence the 2016 
election 

Whereas, Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 
who made the recommendation to fire Direc-
tor Comey, during sworn testimony ne-
glected to mention his contacts with the 
Russian ambassador and recused himself 
from anything involving the Russian inves-
tigation; 

Whereas, Senate Russia investigators have 
requested information from the Treasury De-
partment’s criminal investigation division, 
the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, 
or FinCEN, which handles cases of money 
laundering, for information related to Presi-
dent Trump, his top officials and campaign 
aides. FinCEN has been investigating allega-
tions of foreign money-laundering through 
purchases of U.S. real estate; 

Whereas, the President’s tax returns would 
show us whether he has foreign bank ac-
counts and how much profit he receives from 
his ownership in myriad partnerships; 

Whereas, the President hired a law firm to 
send a letter to Senator Lindsey Graham to 
fight suggestions he has Russian business 
ties; this letter left open the question wheth-
er Mr. Trump or his firms received Russian 
income or loans or derived income from Rus-
sian-linked partnerships. 

Whereas, Donald Trump Jr. said the Trump 
Organization saw money ‘‘pouring in from 
Russia’’ and that ‘‘Russians make up a pret-
ty disproportionate cross-section of a lot of 
our assets.’’ 

Whereas, the White House will not confirm 
whether the President has filed a 2016 tax re-
turn; 

Whereas, Congress gave itself the author-
ity to review an individual’s tax returns to 
investigate and reveal possible conflicts of 
interest of executive branch officials in-
volved in the Teapot Dome scandal. 

Whereas, President Donald Trump’s execu-
tive order on the Review of designations 
under the Antiquities Act has directed the 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke to 
review national monuments that presidents 
have designated or expanded since 1996. 

Whereas, this review was praised by indus-
try groups who could benefit financially 
from oil, gas and mining and condemned by 
environmental organizations concerned this 
review will scrap or scale back critical fed-
eral designation to protect tribal and his-
toric lands. 

Whereas, the American people are in the 
dark to knowing if this review was started to 
justify selling or leasing public lands to pri-
vate corporations that could enrich the 
President or his business partners without 
reviewing the President’s tax returns. 

Whereas, it has been reported that federal 
prosecutors have issued grand jury sub-
poenas to associates of former National Se-
curity Advisor Michael Flynn seeking busi-
ness records as part of the ongoing probe 
into Russian involvement in the 2016 elec-
tion; 

Whereas, according to his 2016 candidate 
filing with the Federal Election Commission, 
the President has 564 financial positions in 
companies located in the United States and 
around the world; 

Whereas, against the advice of ethics at-
torneys and the Office of Government Ethics, 
the President has refused to divest his own-
ership stake in his businesses; and can still 
withdraw funds at any time from the trust of 
which he is the sole beneficiary; 

Whereas, the Emoluments Clause was in-
cluded in the U.S. Constitution for the ex-
press purpose of preventing federal officials 
from accepting any ‘‘present, Emolument, 
Office, or Title . . . from any King, Prince, 
or foreign state’’; 

Whereas, the most signed petition on the 
White House website calls for the release of 
the President’s tax return information to 
verify compliance with the Emoluments 
Clause, with 1 million, 94 thousand signa-
tures as of date of this resolution; 

Whereas, the Chairmen of the Ways and 
Means Committee, Joint Committee on Tax-
ation, and Senate Finance Committee have 
the authority to request the President’s tax 
returns under Section 6103 of the tax code; 

Whereas, the Joint Committee on Taxation 
reviewed the tax returns of President Rich-
ard Nixon in 1974 and made the information 
public; 

Whereas, the Ways and Means Committee 
used IRC 6103 authority in 2014 to make pub-
lic the confidential tax information of 51 
taxpayers; 

Whereas, the American people have the 
right to know whether or not their President 
is operating under conflicts of interest re-
lated to international affairs, tax reform, 
government contracts, or otherwise: Now, 
therefore, be it: 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives shall— 

1. Immediately request the tax return in-
formation of Donald J. Trump for tax years 
2006 through 2015 for review in closed execu-
tive session by the Committee on Ways and 
Means, as provided under Section 6103 of the 
Internal Revenue Code, and vote to report 
the information therein to the full House of 
Representatives 

2. Support transparency in government and 
the longstanding tradition of Presidents and 
Presidential candidates disclosing their tax 
returns. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
rule IX, a resolution offered from the 

floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as 
a question of the privileges of the 
House has immediate precedence only 
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey will appear in 
full in the RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not, at this point, de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at the time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

HONORING AN AMERICAN HERO, 
JEREMY ‘‘SCOTT’’ MCGUIRE 

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to honor an American hero. Jer-
emy ‘‘Scott’’ McGuire was a special 
agent assigned to the National Secu-
rity Investigations Division at the De-
partment of Homeland Security in New 
Orleans. 

Scott began his career in law enforce-
ment while pursuing a bachelor’s de-
gree in criminal justice at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi, where he 
received the Most Outstanding Under-
graduate Pursuing a Career in Law En-
forcement Award. After graduating 
with honors from USM, Scott was hired 
by the former U.S. Customs Service, 
where he was an import specialist. 

After the September 11 terrorist at-
tacks, Scott was selected to be a spe-
cial agent with the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement team at the De-
partment of Homeland Security. There, 
he received numerous awards and cita-
tions while he investigated successes 
that included preventing the export of 
radioactive material in Iraq and halt-
ing an attempt to smuggle military 
aircraft parts to Pakistan, just to 
name a few examples. 

On January 25 of 2016, Scott was 
killed in the line of duty while con-
ducting investigations to dismantle 
transnational criminal and terrorist 
organizations that threaten the United 
States. 

Scott will forever be in our hearts 
and minds. I want to thank his family 
for being here with us in the balcony. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 60 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove my 
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 60. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONGRATULATING THE BISHOP 
HENDRICKEN HIGH SCHOOL ACA-
DEMIC DECATHLON TEAM 
(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Bishop Hendricken 
High School’s Academic Decathlon 
team, the Division II winners of the 
United States Academic Decathlon Na-
tional Competition. 

The team consists of Mitchell Boyer, 
Ryan Brady, Darragh Harkin, Steven 
Huang, Jaidan Idarraga, Connor 
Milson, Cory Morris, Alden Pratt, and 
Dylan Temel. They spent countless 
hours studying and, on April 22, their 
hard work paid off. Led by Coach Sister 
Carol Ann Murray, they won an im-
pressive 12 gold, 8 silver, and 11 bronze 
medals and became the first Rhode Is-
land team to win their division at the 
national competition. 

The students’ dedication and scho-
lastic abilities have made Bishop 
Hendricken, my alma mater, and the 
whole State of Rhode Island extremely 
proud. 

Mr. Speaker, they have shown the 
vast academic potential of Rhode Is-
land students, and I congratulate them 
on this great accomplishment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE 
WEEK 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize police officers and our law 
enforcement community during Na-
tional Police Week. 

It is these brave men and women who 
put their lives on the line every day for 
us and for our communities; and it is a 
special time to remember those who 
have fallen in the line of duty who have 
actually made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Police officers from around the country 
are gathering this week at the national 
memorial as a part of that remem-
brance. 

We must also never forget that serv-
ing in law enforcement is a family af-
fair and requires strength and dedica-
tion from loved ones as well. 

As a member of the Law Enforcement 
Caucus, I know that our communities 
are better served, and served well, 
thanks to the unwavering commitment 
from our police officers who take on 
countless risks for other people and not 
just themselves. The badge is not just 
a symbol of authority but one of self-
lessness and commitment to the great-
er good. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe so much to 
these police officers for the many dif-
ficult decisions and situations that 
they face every day, and we thank 
them for keeping us safe. 

f 

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT 
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, today we learned that former FBI 

Director James Comey documented his 
conversations with President Trump in 
a series of memos. In one memo, Mr. 
Comey claims that, after clearing the 
room, President Trump asked him to 
end the investigation of General Mi-
chael Flynn. If true, this assault on the 
rule of law would be a violation of our 
democracy unseen since Watergate. 

What comes next is uncertain, but in-
vestigations into this matter must 
begin, as those into the President’s 
Russia ties must continue. All the 
Comey memos should be turned over to 
Congress. Any unclassified memos 
should be released to the public, and 
President Trump should submit to in-
vestigators any tapes with which he 
threatened Mr. Comey. Lastly, Con-
gress and the American public must 
hear Mr. Comey testify publicly and 
under oath. 

The time has come when silence is no 
longer denial, it becomes complicity. 
Now is the time to act, and to do other-
wise is only to delay the truth. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS DURING POLICE WEEK 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, over the weekend, tens of 
thousands of law enforcement officers 
from across the country arrived in 
Washington for National Police Week. 

Established by a joint resolution of 
Congress in 1962, National Police Week 
pays special recognition to those law 
enforcement officers who have lost 
their lives in the line of duty for the 
safety and protection of others. Na-
tional Police Week is a collaborative 
effort of many organizations dedicated 
to honoring America’s law enforcement 
community. 

The National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service took place on Monday as 
the Nation paused to remember officers 
who made the ultimate sacrifice. A 
candlelight vigil hosted Saturday 
evening recognized nearly 400 fallen of-
ficers. This week honors the men and 
women in blue who gave everything to 
protect their country and their com-
munities. 

Earlier this year, Pennsylvania 
mourned the loss of 23-year-old State 
Trooper Landon Weaver, who was 
killed in the line of duty on December 
30, 2016. 

Our officers put on their uniforms 
each day knowing that they can be in 
harm’s way at any moment. On behalf 
of a grateful nation, thank you to all of 
our officers who serve. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK 
(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, this year, the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers once again gave 
America’s infrastructure a D-plus rat-
ing. 

During Infrastructure Week, I must 
highlight the need for action and in-
vestment in our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture. Our roads, bridges, and waterways 
are neither Republican nor Democrat; 
they belong to all of us. 

From the New Deal to the Federal 
interstate highways, infrastructure 
projects have traditionally enjoyed 
broad bipartisan support and leader-
ship. Improving and maintaining our 
21st century transportation system 
creates access and opportunities for 
all, allowing for job creation, economic 
growth, and fostering innovation. 

As we continue to wait for the Presi-
dent to put forth a plan and true ef-
forts toward investment in our Na-
tion’s crumbling infrastructure, we 
bear witness to hundreds of millions of 
dollars in lost economic productivity 
and a threat to the safety and security 
of our Nation. 

It is time to build. It is time to in-
vest in America. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, as we 
know, this week is National Police 
Week. With many officers coming from 
all over the country to Washington, 
D.C., it is an opportunity for all of us 
to show our support for our local law 
enforcement at home by thanking 
them for all they do to keep us safe in 
our communities. 

I recognize all the men and women in 
uniform in my own district in northern 
California and across the country who 
sacrifice to protect and serve our com-
munities each day. We can’t allow 
these sacrifices to go quietly unnoticed 
either. 

Last year, 135 officers never made it 
home to their families or their loved 
ones. In California, 11 officers lost their 
lives in 2016, one of which was from my 
district in northern California. 

Sheriff Deputy Jack Hopkins of 
Modoc County Sheriff’s Department 
was murdered while responding to a 
disturbance call at a rural property a 
few miles south of Alturas, California. 
His watch ended on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 19, 2016. 

Jack’s killer is rightfully facing the 
death penalty in California; and this 
week, the House of Representatives is 
voting on the Thin Blue Line Act, 
which adds the murder of a law en-
forcement officer, firefighter, or first 
responder, as an aggravated factor for 
a jury to consider in deciding whether 
to impose the death penalty in Federal 
capital cases. 

The murder of a Federal law enforce-
ment officer is already an aggravated 
factor under current law. Now we are 
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taking action to ensure that those who 
harm local and State law enforcement 
officers are brought to justice as well. 
We have to send this clear message: We 
cannot tolerate this under any cir-
cumstances. 

f 

b 1915 

54TH ANNIVERSARY OF PEACE 
OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY 

(Mrs. DEMINGS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, this 
year marks the 54th anniversary of 
Peace Officers Memorial Day, so I rise 
tonight to pay tribute to the law en-
forcement officers from Florida who 
were killed in the line of duty last 
year. 

Today we remember them and honor 
them for their service and dedication: 
Deputy Sheriff Eric James Oliver from 
the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office; 
Major Jorge Sanchez from the Miami 
Police Department; Deputy Sheriff Mi-
chael Scott Williams from the Taylor 
County Sheriff’s Office; Sergeant Jorge 
Ramos from the Florida Department of 
Corrections; Deputy Sheriff John Rob-
ert Kotfila, Jr., of the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office; Police Officer 
Henry Malcolm McAleenan, Jr., of the 
Miami-Dade Police Department; and, 
as you have already heard tonight, 
Special Agent J. Scott McGuire of U.S. 
Homeland Security Investigations. 

Mr. Speaker, we remember these 
brave men and pray for their families 
and the countless others who have 
mourned their loss. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO LADY 
EAGLES SOFTBALL TEAM 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, it all start-
ed 11 years ago: The Lady Eagles from 
Fort Bend Baptist Academy won their 
first Texas State softball title. Years 
later, the name was changed to Fort 
Bend Christian Academy, but the dy-
nasty had been born. The Lady Eagles 
won their sixth Texas title last week 
by defeating Dallas Christian School 
with a score of 6–2. 

One word can describe the Lady Ea-
gles’ playoff run: domination. In the 
last four games, they scored 37 runs, 
their opponents only 2. Our four sen-
iors—Claire, Lauren, Danielle, and 
Kendall—have set us up to make his-
tory: our third straight Texas title in 
2018. 

We will honor them as we honor the 
Lord. 

Congratulations, Eagles. 
f 

PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO FIRE FBI DIRECTOR 

(Mr. BROWN of Maryland asked and 
was given permission to address the 

House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, why did President Trump fire FBI 
Director Comey? He called Comey a 
‘‘showboat’’ and ‘‘grandstander’’ and 
said he was going to fire him regardless 
of the rationale outlined by the Deputy 
Attorney General. He justified firing 
Comey, who was leading the investiga-
tion into Michael Flynn and Russian 
interference in our elections, by saying 
it ‘‘is a made-up story.’’ 

But the President’s political removal 
of Comey without any legal or ethical 
reason shatters the idea that the FBI is 
independent and insulated from par-
tisan politics. The President should not 
be able to fire the FBI Director for po-
litical or personal reasons. 

That is why, today, I introduced leg-
islation to raise the standard for the 
President to dismiss the FBI Director. 
Congress placed similar restrictions on 
the President’s power to remove mem-
bers of the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, the Director of the CFBP, and 
special counsels. The FBI should be no 
different. 

Congress cannot continue to be a 
rubberstamp for this administration. 
Let’s uphold our constitutional respon-
sibility to hold the President account-
able. 

f 

COMMENDING COMFORT CREW 
FOR MILITARY KIDS FOR THEIR 
EFFORTS 
(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to honor a nonprofit organi-
zation in Austin for their outstanding 
achievements. The Comfort Crew for 
Military Kids develops and delivers 
programs to help support the children 
in our Gold Star families who serve 
around the world. 

This month, the organization is cele-
brating their 10th anniversary. As a 
Congressman from Fort Hood, the larg-
est military base, Comfort Crew for 
Military Kids holds a very special place 
in my heart. For too long, military 
families have faced constant struggles 
and have had few places to turn. The 
Comfort Crew helps provide relief for 
these American families who sacrifice 
so much for our country. 

I have personally met with Comfort 
Crew both in Washington and, just last 
month, in Austin, Texas. While I was in 
Austin, I was fortunate enough to lend 
a hand, assembling care packages for 
the military children whose parents 
are deployed. These care packages may 
not seem like much in comparison to 
what these kids are giving up in re-
turn; however, they provide some com-
fort and solace. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the Comfort Crew for their self-
less efforts. They have had an impact 
on over 1 million military family mem-
bers. In this unstable world, it is vital 
that we support these military families 
that give so much to us. 

I am proud to represent this organi-
zation and will continue to do every-
thing I can to ensure our military chil-
dren receive the support they need and 
the support they deserve. 

In God we trust. 
f 

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AND FIRST RESPONDERS 

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise in honor of the men and women 
who protect our families, our streets, 
and our communities. 

Fifty-five years ago, President Ken-
nedy proclaimed May 15 National Po-
lice Week. Each year, Americans come 
together to honor our law enforcement 
professionals and remember those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice while 
protecting our families and our com-
munities. 

I remember that infamous day, 9/11, 
when thousands were running away 
from burning and crumbling buildings; 
yet, at the same time, our police and 
first responders ran into the same 
burning and crumbling buildings to 
save lives. These brave men and women 
knew that they were running to certain 
death. 

Every day, police leave their homes 
knowing full well that they may not 
return that evening. Every day, they 
have our backs. It is our job to make 
sure that they know that we have 
theirs. 

f 

CONVINCE CHINA TO REIN IN 
NORTH KOREA 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, like 
a character out of Looney Tunes, the 
incorrigible little Kim of North Korea 
and his minions can’t stop rattling 
their sabers. 

New satellite images show a pro-
longed and heightened level of activity 
at North Korea’s underground nuclear 
site. Since coming into power, little 
Kim has continually defied U.N. sanc-
tions and increased testing of missiles 
and nuclear weapons. 

Just this last weekend, North Korea 
illegally launched yet another men-
acing ballistic missile. North Korea 
plans to develop submarines from 
which to launch these missiles towards 
the United States. 

Despite little Kim’s Wile E. Coyote 
antics, the United States cannot under-
estimate the war-prone lunacy of Kim 
Jong-un. Even our old Deputy Sec-
retary of State recently warned that 
little Kim’s weapon capabilities have 
shown improvement within the past 
year, resulting in ‘‘unprecedented level 
of activity.’’ 

The last administration’s appease-
ment policy of North Korea and its 
strategic patience has failed. The 
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United States must cripple North Ko-
rea’s regime with multiple sanctions. 
We must convince China that it is in 
their interest to rein in their puppet 
state of North Korea, and quickly de-
ploy the new THAAD missile systems 
throughout the region and in Asia. 

And that is just the way it is, Mr. 
Speaker. 

f 

BRING BACK ALL CHIBOK GIRLS 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
on May 6, Nigerian Government offi-
cials announced the release of 82 
Chibok schoolgirls who have been held 
captive by Boko Haram since April 20, 
2014. I couldn’t believe it. 

It is truly, truly a reason for celebra-
tion, and I thank each and every Mem-
ber of this House who has shown sup-
port for this extremely endless cause. 

Mr. Speaker, I am thrilled for the 
families whose daughters were among 
the 82 released, but we cannot forget 
that there are still 113 waiting to be 
freed. Nigerian President Buhari has 
vowed to bring them all home. 

When we began this fight, the lives of 
more than 200 girls were at stake. 
Slowly but surely, we are making 
progress. The release of the 82 under-
scores why we cannot give up. We have 
to keep pushing and pressing, doing ev-
erything we can to ensure that this 
fight doesn’t end until the last girl has 
returned home. 

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is Wear 
Something Red Wednesday, and I hope 
that this news will compel every Mem-
ber of Congress to wear something red 
and show his or her support for the 
#bringbackourgirls movement. 

Women of Congress, wear your red 
scarf, a gift for Valentine’s Day from 
Congresswoman DINGELL. Men of Con-
gress, wear a red tie, Republicans and 
Democrats, and tweet, tweet, tweet. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK AND 
RECAP OF FIFTH ANNUAL FIRST 
RESPONDERS TOUR 

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Na-
tional Police Week and to thank these 
brave men and women for their service 
and sacrifice to their communities. 

Our law enforcement and first re-
sponders run toward the danger when, 
ofttimes, we are running away from it. 
There is no way we can ever truly say 
‘‘thank you’’ for their willingness to 
serve. 

Last week, I held my fifth annual 
first responders tour to thank them for 
their dedication to the communities of 
South Carolina and beyond. The tour 
consisted of five of the counties I rep-
resent: Newberry, Saluda, Edgefield, 
McCormick, and Greenwood. I can tell 

you that their expertise, focus, and 
commitment are unmatched. 

I visited the facilities and met with 
the men and women that are on the 
first line of defense, the ones who are 
so critical to the safety of our citizens. 
These folks encounter dangerous and 
life-threatening situations that require 
critical, on-the-spot decisionmaking, 
but they never second-guess answering 
that call and going towards the un-
known to help those in need. 

I hope that events like National Po-
lice Week and first responders tours en-
courage more people to learn about the 
unique challenges that face these he-
roes every day. It is important for our 
law enforcement and first responders 
to know that their hard work and sac-
rifice is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you to all those that serve and 
have served. They are truly heroes, and 
we are grateful for their service to 
make us safe. 

May God bless these heroes, and may 
God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

f 

BACK THE BLUE AND FIRST 
RESPONDERS 

(Mr. MCCAUL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, this week 
we honor the brave men and women 
who make it their life’s duty to protect 
and defend our citizens, our Nation, 
and our way of life. Police officers 
across the country wake up every 
morning unaware of the challenges 
they may face, the threats they must 
overcome, and the lives they will affect 
and protect in the process. 

The badge officers don is a symbol of 
their altruism and their devotion to 
the common good. I believe in ‘‘Back-
ing the Blue’’ and visit first responders 
throughout my district in Texas to ex-
press my unyielding support. 

America’s police officers represent 
the best in all of us and are the finest 
our country has to offer. For their 
service, their sacrifice, and their self-
lessness, we are eternally thankful. 

f 

PRESIDENT’S BREACH OF 
INTELLIGENCE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
too rise to honor this week of cele-
brating our police officers and hope to 
be able to speak about their bravery 
throughout the week. 

But I am overwhelmed and shocked 
at the actions of the President of the 
United States to have yielded classified 
information into code-word intel-
ligence inside a room with the Foreign 
Minister of Russia and the Ambas-
sador. 

It is well known that Ambassador 
Kislyak is reportedly considered by the 
U.S. intelligence community to be one 

of Russia’s top spies and a central fig-
ure in the FBI investigation into Rus-
sia’s collusion with Trump campaign 
officials during the 2016 Presidential 
election, along with the downfall of 
General Flynn. This is an absolutely 
unacceptable way for a President to 
act. 

Mr. President, you have jeopardized 
the lives of the American people; you 
have jeopardized the lives of intel-
ligence assets around the world; and 
you have breached the liaison relation-
ship that we have had with many of our 
allies. 

This needs to have a full investiga-
tion, besides a number of tools of the 
commission, a special prosecutor. This 
Judiciary Committee on the House side 
needs to stand up and have full hear-
ings regarding the investigation of 
these horrific actions, violations that 
may breach on high crimes and mis-
demeanors. 

It is shocking that the day after the Presi-
dent fired FBI Director Comey to impede the 
Bureau’s investigation of the Trump cam-
paign’s ties to the Russian agents and entities 
that interfered in the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, we learn that the President recklessly dis-
closed classified and highly sensitive informa-
tion to Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov and Russian ambassador to the U.S. 
Sergey Kislyak at a meeting held at the re-
quest of Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Ambassador Kislyak is reportedly consid-
ered by the U.S. intelligence community to be 
one of Russia’s top spies and a central figure 
in the FBI investigation into Russia’s collusion 
with Trump campaign officials during the 2016 
U.S. presidential election. 

And yet, the President thought it appropriate 
to disclose to him classified information that 
had not even been shared with some of our 
allies. 

The President’s disclosure of classified and 
highly sensitive information may have severely 
compromised a U.S. intelligence partner. 

But rather than provide a more thorough ex-
planation for the President’s actions, his surro-
gates are engaged in a bait and switch, feign-
ing outrage over leaks when the President’s 
loose lips are responsible for the crisis he has 
created for our nation and for himself. 

Every day the President gives the nation an-
other reason to question his judgment, doubt 
his word, mistrust his motives, or question his 
capacity and competence to manage the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the United 
States. 

The American people deserve better. 
Beginning with the creation of an inde-

pendent bipartisan commission to investigate 
President Trump’s ties to Russia and the ap-
pointment of an independent special counsel 
to investigate the Trump campaign’s ties to 
the Russian agents and entities that interfered 
in the 2016 presidential election. 

And Congress must take seriously its over-
sight responsibilities, and its oath to uphold 
the Constitution, and be a check on the ex-
cesses of the Executive Branch. 

f 

b 1930 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF OUR 
NATION’S POLICE OFFICERS 

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the courage and 
commitment of our policemen and 
-women across this great country. 
Every day, individuals donning the po-
lice shield risk their lives to protect 
and serve our local communities. 

Having served as a Federal organized 
crime prosecutor for 20 years, I have 
had the distinct pleasure and honor of 
working with countless police organi-
zations across this country, including 
in my hometown, such as the Syracuse 
Police Department, the Syracuse Gang 
Violence Task Force, and the Onon-
daga County Sheriff’s Department, 
among many others. Together, we 
worked to make Syracuse safer by 
going after drug and gang organiza-
tions that plague our community. 
While I now proudly represent New 
York’s 24th Congressional District, 
their mission continues. 

I am elated that this body will con-
sider two bills, the Thin Blue Line Act 
and the Probation Officer Protection 
Act, that will help protect these indi-
viduals who protect us every day. Fur-
ther, I have a bill that will be debated 
tomorrow. This bill will help fusion 
centers disseminate information to our 
policemen and -women as they con-
tinue to tackle new and adapting 
threats across this country. 

Again, I would like to thank all our 
Nation’s police officers and honor them 
this day for their dutiful service. 

f 

POLICE WEEK 
(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, as 
a member of the law enforcement com-
munity, I rise today to recognize the 
service and the profound commitment 
of our police officers around our great 
Nation. 

The dedication and sacrifice of our 
blue line deserves to be respected every 
day. National Police Week gives us all 
the opportunity to stand together in 
support for those in blue and to recom-
mit ourselves to the ideals and laws of 
our Nation that they are tasked to up-
hold. 

National Police Week is a special 
time to unite nationwide to honor 
those who sacrifice so much to protect 
our neighborhoods and our loved ones. 
To those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in the line of duty, we as a na-
tion stand eternally grateful. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recog-
nize National Police Week 2017 and to 
join with the millions of proud Ameri-
cans throughout our country to thank 
our law enforcement members for their 
continued service and sacrifice. 

f 

POLICE WEEK 
(Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise unscripted and sober in 
respectful support for my brothers and 
sisters of the thin blue line from sea to 
shining sea. These men and women be-
hind the badge rise each day and serve 
each night as we work and as we slum-
ber, sure to face dangers unknown, cer-
tain to face enemies unseen, and some-
times to be completely unappreciated. 
This week, we recognize them and we 
celebrate them. 

To my brothers and sisters of the 
thin blue line, please hear that your 
support within this body is unwavering 
and shall not falter. 

God bless you, one and all. 
f 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COMER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, this 
is Infrastructure Week. 

Infrastructure. Can you imagine Con-
gress actually talking about building 
things that America needs, like roads, 
high-speed internet, and maybe a few 
ports and ships and high-speed trains 
from here to there? 

It is Infrastructure Week. Mr. Presi-
dent, you promised us a trillion-dollar 
infrastructure bill; however, you seem 
to be occupied on a few other things. 
So we will be understanding and just 
kind of take up the issue here and talk 
about it and see if we can move this 
issue forward since we really haven’t 
heard from the administration on your 
trillion-dollar program. 

Let’s talk about some of the ele-
ments of it today. I am going to start 
with a really old placard that we have 
used now for 7 years. We call this the 
Make It In America agenda, and it has 
been something that Mr. HOYER of 
Maryland and I and many others on the 
Democratic side of the aisle have been 
talking about for some time. We talk 
about trade; tax policy; energy policy; 
and labor issues, such as the Davis- 
Bacon Act that guarantees that we are 
not going to have a rush to the bottom, 
but that we are going to hold up the 
working men and women that are mak-
ing things in America, like roads and 
bridges; education; research; and not at 
the bottom, but always important, in-
frastructure. 

So today we talk about infrastruc-
ture. As we do so, I want us to always 
keep in mind that infrastructure offers 
an incredible opportunity for America 
to do more than just lay down con-
crete, more than just putting asphalt 
on a road or a pipe in the ground. Infra-
structure offers an opportunity for us 
to rebuild the American manufacturing 
sector. There are many different ways 
we can do that. 

For example, if we are going to build 
locomotives for the eastern corridor of 
the Amtrak system here in the United 

States, new electric locomotives. Way 
back when, some of us do remember 
the Great Recession and the effort of 
this Congress—then controlled by the 
Democrats—to jump-start, to rebuild 
the American economy. In what was 
the stimulus legislation there was a 
piece of it that called for, I think, $700 
million or $800 million for about 80 new 
electric locomotives for Amtrak. Some 
brilliant staffer wrote into it: 100 per-
cent American made. 

Guess what. Siemens, a German com-
pany, said, Oh, a $700 million, $800 mil-
lion contract to make a bunch of loco-
motives; we can do that. So, in Sac-
ramento, California, they expanded 
their little trolly plant and made it 
into a locomotive plant. They have 
now built all of those 100 percent 
American made. 

So when we talk about infrastruc-
ture—in this case, the Amtrak sys-
tem—it can be made in America. Man-
ufacturing matters. 

To get down to the details here of 
what infrastructure is all about, inter-
national trade is critical to the Amer-
ican economy. Unfortunately, we are 
running a trade deficit. All of that 
trade—about 90 percent of it, actu-
ally—comes through the ports of Amer-
ica. So when you talk about infrastruc-
ture, you have got to talk about the 
ports. 

Harbor maintenance is a particular 
program that has been in existence for 
a long time. It is a tax on every cargo 
container that arrives in the United 
States in ports and is basically used for 
dredging. 

My colleague and I, who will joining 
me in a few moments from the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee, made a little change here. We 
said that money can’t just go for the 
support of the Treasury and the deficit, 
but, rather, it must be used on harbor 
maintenance. We expanded the defini-
tion of harbor maintenance to include 
on the wharf and related issues. 

But when we talk about infrastruc-
ture, much of that infrastructure will 
start at the great ports on the West 
Coast up in Seattle and the Puget 
Sound and San Francisco Bay. Don’t 
let me forget about Oregon. They have 
got some great ports in Oregon. Then, 
of course, the busiest port in America— 
well, probably among the busiest 
ports—L.A.-Long Beach Port in Cali-
fornia. 

Infrastructure. Are the American 
ports ready for tomorrow’s inter-
national commerce? 

The answer is: Not really. 
The Panama Canal has been ex-

panded and now we have ships called 
Panamax ships and super Panamax 
ships, all of which require that our 
ports be upgraded. The channel has 
deepened. The wharf has expanded. The 
number of containers that can be han-
dled at any one time increased. 

So you have got the channel deep-
ening, wharves that need to be made, 
docks, the rest, and all of the cranes 
and all of the movement necessary to 
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handle these ships that have thousands 
upon thousands of containers, all of 
which have to be unloaded quickly. 

I want to begin with the infrastruc-
ture issue at the ports, but there is 
more to it than that. It is the ships 
that arrive at the ports. 

The United States used to have a 
great maritime industry. At the end of 
World War II, there were more than 
1,500 American-flagged and American- 
built ships. Over the years, we have 
seen a continuing decline in that. We 
had 500 about 20 years ago, and today, 
less than 80 ships are American- 
flagged. 

We do have the Jones Act, which is 
extremely important. That is for the 
domestic shipping. Those are Amer-
ican-flagged and American-built ships, 
but those are all domestic. The inter-
continental ships—what they call the 
Blue Ocean Ships—are not made in 
America anymore, but they could be. 

This is where I want to take this dis-
cussion. I want to take this discussion 
back to another part of the infrastruc-
ture. Remember, I was talking to you 
about the trains, the locomotives made 
in America and really rebuilding the 
American locomotive industry in Cali-
fornia with a German company, Sie-
mens, building those locomotives. 

Now, guess what. America is not en-
ergy independent yet, but we are on 
our way to that. We would expect to be 
the third largest exporter of natural 
gas in the form of liquefied natural gas 
by 2020 and one of the world’s largest 
exporters of crude oil by 2025. As of 
today, none, nada, not any of that liq-
uefied natural gas or oil will be on 
American-built ships. 

Don’t you think it ought to be the 
American policy that some of it should 
be on American-built ships with Amer-
ican flags and American mariners? 

If you care about the national secu-
rity, you should care about blue water 
shipbuilding in the United States. 
There are two bills that I am intro-
ducing that go directly to this. 

The fundamental question is this: 
Will the LNG ships be made in China, 
Korea, Japan, or will they be made in 
America? 

American national security depends 
upon the U.S. Navy and the ability to 
build ships in the United States. 

Right now, the great oceangoing 
ships on the commercial side are not 
built in the United States and our ship-
yards are losing the trained men and 
women, from naval architects to weld-
ers and steamfitters, and on and on, 
that can build these ships. 

What we need to do is to reenergize 
the American shipbuilding industry 
and the infrastructure that goes with it 
by passing legislation that we call the 
Energizing American Maritime Act and 
energizing the American shipbuilding 
industry, all part of an infrastructure 
package that includes the ports, the 
docks, the trains and trucks that ar-
rive there, multimedia, and on the 
water itself—American-built ships with 
American sailors providing at least 

some of the export potential that is in 
the process of being achieved. 

Liquefied natural gas. We would ex-
pect to have more than 100 ships mov-
ing that LNG from American ports to 
somewhere around the world—mostly 
China, Japan, India, and Europe. 

b 1945 

But right now it will be zero unless 
we pass a bill—16 lines of law—that 
say: Build it in America; make it in 
America, American mariners, Amer-
ican ships. 

We can do this as part of a large, tril-
lion-dollar infrastructure package— 
ships on the ocean and ports in Amer-
ica that are capable of handling the 
largest ships in the world, docks that 
are capable of quickly unloading these 
ships in an efficient, effective manner, 
rail yards that move the goods out of 
the ports and into the ports for export, 
and the trucks that move across the 
highways, all of this, part of an infra-
structure package, just one piece of a 
much larger issue. 

Now, joining me tonight in our little 
discussion is an extraordinary Rep-
resentative from the great State of 
Connecticut who has now taken a lead-
ership position on the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee as vice 
ranking member, ELIZABETH ESTY. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from 
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) is recognized 
for the remainder of the hour as the 
designee of the minority leader. 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, for our shared commit-
ment to American manufacturing and 
to ensure that, once again, America 
will be the envy of the world for a fan-
tastic infrastructure and transpor-
tation system. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE), who is 
my friend and colleague, to continue 
our discussion on this the second day 
of National Infrastructure Week to 
talk about the tremendous need that 
we have in this country to do a better 
job to ensure our citizens get to work 
on time and safely and get home in the 
same way. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, first, let 
me thank the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. ESTY) for allowing me 
this time to engage the American peo-
ple in a subject that is crucial to the 
economy of this Nation and for the 
citizens that use transportation 
throughout this country. I think Mr. 
GARAMENDI really gave us the bang in 
terms of looking at the rail situation. 
That is an area that I also am going to 
speak on. 

Let me say that, with every day that 
passes, the need for Federal infrastruc-

ture investment grows more and more 
urgent. Robust and reliable infrastruc-
ture is the foundation for economic 
success and security. But for too long, 
the United States has underinvested in 
our infrastructure, and this once vi-
brant foundation has crumbled. 

Yesterday, in my district, I took a 
visit with Amtrak to the 107-year-old 
Portal Bridge that carries about 450 
trains and thousands of passengers 
over the Hackensack River in New Jer-
sey every weekday. It is a major bot-
tleneck along the Northeast corridor, 
the Nation’s busiest rail line. This rail 
line goes through New Jersey—well, ac-
tually, it starts here in Washington 
and will travel to Boston. So it travels 
through Connecticut as well. But we 
have a major bottleneck in New Jersey. 

This old infrastructure, this 107-year- 
old bridge, is really outdated machin-
ery because this bridge over the river 
has to spin on a turret when there are 
barges coming through. Normally it 
gets stuck. The replacement of the 
bridge is a key component of the $23.9 
billion Gateway program, a comprehen-
sive rail investment program to double 
rail capacity between New Jersey and 
New York City. 

According to a recent study released 
by Amtrak, the program could gen-
erate $3.87 worth of economic benefit 
for every $1 invested. New Jersey and 
New York have agreed to contribute 
$750 million towards the estimated $1.5 
billion costs for the Portal Bridge 
project. But the program will not be 
able to move forward without Federal 
investment. President Trump’s pro-
posal to zero out the New Starts pro-
grams threatens to derail the overall 
Gateway program and the Portal 
Bridge project along with it. 

America’s infrastructure is failing. 
Now is the time to build the infrastruc-
ture that we need to grow our econ-
omy, keep America safe, and become 
more competitive. Every dollar of in-
frastructure investment means another 
$3 of economic growth. America’s infra-
structure needs could be met, and then 
some, for a fraction of the cost of the 
President’s tax plan—which is esti-
mated to increase the deficit by $3 tril-
lion to $7 trillion over the next dec-
ade—while contributing immensely to 
economic growth. 

Mr. Speaker, we see what is hap-
pening across this Nation. We have 
seen what has happened when bridges 
crumble, poor infrastructure and tun-
nels, and it is time for this Nation to 
invest, once again, in its infrastructure 
if it wants to remain the beacon in the 
world for economic growth. 

I would like to thank the gentle-
woman, once again, for allowing me 
this opportunity to talk about a crit-
ical topic. If no one hears this call, we 
are doomed in terms of our infrastruc-
ture. 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of National Infrastructure Week. I 
do this proudly as the daughter and 
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granddaughter of civil engineers—men 
who built bridges, roads, airports, and 
dams all across this country and all 
across the world. However, Mr. Speak-
er, sadly, today I need to recognize 
that America is not getting a good 
grade in infrastructure. In fact, just 
this last month, the American Society 
of Civil Engineers gave America’s in-
frastructure a grade of D-plus. 

Now, before we despair, we can be 
happy it is not as bad as 4 years ago 
when it was a D. But there is no parent 
in America who will cheer when their 
child comes home and says: I made it 
all the way from a D to a D-plus. 

America can and must do better, and 
this Congress needs to fulfill its duty 
under the Constitution and under the 
basic tenets of what a government is 
supposed to do by meeting the needs of 
the American people. There is no bet-
ter time than now, and there is no bet-
ter place than here, in the people’s 
House, for us to take up this call be-
cause, at the end of the day, infrastruc-
ture is about jobs. It is about putting 
people to work right now replacing 
those bridges, roads, dams, airports, 
and rails. But, more importantly, it is 
about getting people to work safely 
and on time tomorrow and getting 
home in time to see the soccer game. 

So we are going to go through, a lit-
tle bit, some of what these grades were. 
So the composite grade of D-plus is 
made up of roads, D; and bridges, C- 
plus. Many Americans will remember 
an August night 10 years ago in 2007, in 
the Twin Cities. People were driving 
across a heavily traveled bridge on I– 
35. The bridge collapsed, sending people 
crashing down into the river. Twenty 
Americans lost their lives when that 
bridge collapsed. 

In my own State of Connecticut, peo-
ple remember when the Mianus River 
Bridge collapsed on I–95, the major 
backbone of the entire Northeast cor-
ridor. Fortunately, the bridge collapsed 
in the middle of the night, and only 
three people died. Had it been during 
the middle of the day, that number 
would have been far higher. 

Mr. Speaker, America should not 
wait, nor should this Congress wait, 
until bridges collapse or trains derail 
until we fix our aging infrastructure. It 
is the backbone of what government is 
supposed to do. 

Our roads are congested. In 2014, en-
gineers estimated that congestion cost 
American commuters $160 billion in a 
single year. For the average commuter 
in an urban area, that was 42 hours of 
their lives—a full workweek. So it is 
not just dollars and aggravation, it is 
polluted air, and it is broken axles. But 
it is also time, which for many Ameri-
cans is the most valuable thing we 
have. We want to see our families. We 
work hard in this country, and we in 
Congress should be working harder to 
make sure that our hardworking people 
we represent can get home on time to 
see their families. 

So that is where we are. That is 
where we are with bridges and roads. I 

had a constituent come up to me in the 
nearby city of Waterbury last week. We 
were looking at an aging infrastructure 
intersection. She said: 

I came over here just to tell you that I hit 
such a big pothole last week. I have got a 
couple-hundred-dollar repair bill for my car, 
and I don’t have the money to pay for it. You 
have got to tell those people in Washington 
we need to fix things so I don’t have to worry 
about a pothole ruining my car and making 
me unable to pay my bills. 

Mr. Speaker, too many of our bridges 
are structurally deficient—almost 4 in 
10 of our bridges. Thirty-nine percent 
are 50 years old or older. That is the 
structural lifespan of a bridge—50 
years. I drive across some of those 
every single day, and nearly 10 percent 
of the Nation’s bridges are graded 
structurally deficient. Just to say, 
they are really not safe. 

It is not just bridges and roads that 
are in dire need of repairs. We also 
have our rail system. We saw from my 
colleague, Mr. PAYNE, that rail systems 
are a problem. Our transit systems are 
in desperate need of upgrade. Passenger 
rail, we don’t even have a full estimate 
of what that would take to bring it up 
to speed. We have passenger rail that 
runs through Connecticut; 100,000 peo-
ple commute every single day. The 
commute right now from New Haven, 
Connecticut, to New York City is as 
long as it was 100 years ago. Surely 
America can do better. It is not just 
passenger rail and freight rail. 

We should say a good word about 
freight rail here. Freight rail is the 
reason we are up from a D-plus to a D. 
Freight has moved up to a B, so we can 
be glad about freight’s grade this past 
year. 

We also have airports. Now, I don’t 
know how many of you have been 
through airports recently. If you have, 
you might even be surprised they are 
up to a D and not lower than that. 
American airports are congested. Many 
of them are aging and are in need of 
significant work. Congestion at air-
ports is growing. Twenty-four of the 
top 30 airports in the U.S. are experi-
encing the ‘‘Thanksgiving-peak traffic 
volume’’ once a week. That used to be 
a term that was used once a year. 
American airports across the country 
are serving 2 million passengers a year. 

I can tell you about a recent time I 
landed in LaGuardia Airport in New 
York. It used to be considered one of 
the Nation’s shining examples. People 
came and arrived in LaGuardia and 
were amazed and impressed with this 
great country. 

b 2000 
One of the last times I was in 

LaGuardia Airport, I was greeted by a 
blue plastic tarp duct-taped to the ceil-
ing inside the terminal, funneled down 
into a 30-gallon trash can to collect the 
water that was leaking through the 
terminal. That is not the way a great 
country greets its own citizens, or any 
others, to one of the world’s great cit-
ies. 

In addition to the work we need to do 
on our airports, we have our water in-

frastructure. This is our clean water 
system, and it is also our wastewater 
system. According to the most recent 
Clean Watersheds Needs Survey, the 
EPA reports that the total wastewater 
and storm water treatment capital 
needs in the next 25 years is $271 bil-
lion; yet the Federal Government has 
been contributing less and less to that 
growing need to make sure that our 
rivers and streams and waterways are 
clean. 

All of America saw, last year, what 
happened when one single community, 
Flint, Michigan, failed to add a single 
corrosion-prevention agent to its clean 
water and ended up literally poisoning 
its children with lead. 

It is time for America to do better. 
There are costs when we don’t invest in 
this country. I like to think of it more 
or less like the roof on America’s 
house. 

Now, many of you may know it is 
pretty exciting when you put an addi-
tion on your house, but it is not excit-
ing to replace your roof; but if you 
don’t replace your roof and it keeps 
leaking, ultimately, you lose the entire 
house. The ceiling collapses. That is 
where we are as a country right now. 
We have stopped fixing America’s roof. 
We have stopped it in bridges and 
roads. We have stopped in it airports 
and rail. It is time for us to get going. 

I will tell you that I am encouraged 
by reports coming from the new admin-
istration about making a serious com-
mitment to invest in America’s infra-
structure, but there are some things 
that we need to keep in mind when we 
are talking about American infrastruc-
ture. One is to remember that it used 
to be called by another name. It used 
to be called public works. 

There is a reason it was public works. 
There is a reason it wasn’t private 
works. So I think it is certainly appro-
priate that we look to do public-private 
partnerships, to leverage the power of 
private investors to fix some of our 
aging infrastructure, and to build some 
new infrastructure. 

But we should make no mistake: This 
country became great, it was trans-
formed by the Interstate Highway Sys-
tem, literally linking America from 
end to end. But we cannot expect, nor 
should we think, that the basic public 
infrastructure of America is going to 
be able to be outsourced to financiers 
in New York City. If that were the 
case, they would have already done it. 
These are basic public works where we 
need real dollar investments, and I can 
assure the administration there are 
many of us in Congress who are ready 
to move forward with that. 

When we are talking about infra-
structure, there is another piece I like 
to remind people we need, because part 
of infrastructure is moving goods and 
services, getting people to work and 
back, getting things to markets and 
things they want to buy and put on the 
table. But the 21st century is going to 
be built on information, and informa-
tion is what is moving most in this so-
ciety and creating much of the value. 
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So if we need information, that 

means we need energy and we need 
internet everywhere. So in addition to 
infrastructure and transportation, we 
need to have infostructure. We need to 
have reliable, cybersecure, sustainable 
energy systems across America, and we 
need to have internet available for 
every single American to participate in 
this exciting new economy. So we have 
infrastructure, we have infostructure, 
and we have public works. 

Mr. Speaker, the roof of America’s 
house is leaking. The time is now for 
this body, the people’s House, to come 
together to work on real transpor-
tation and infrastructure bills. We 
have dozens of them that are available 
in the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee and other committees. 

But the time has passed; the time has 
passed for us to wait, to pass the buck, 
to delay fixing the roof because the 
leaks are getting worse. The American 
people are suffering. When it is your 
family that is on the bridge that is 
structurally deficient, you would want, 
if your family crosses that bridge every 
day, you would want to make sure that 
it gets fixed and not wait until it falls 
down. 

This is the sort of basic function gov-
ernment used to do without a question. 
It is what used to happen in this Cham-
ber because people didn’t care whether 
there was a D or an R after their name. 
Bridges and roads don’t have D’s or R’s 
after their names. They are not affili-
ated with political parties, nor should 
they be. It is time for us to do our jobs 
and set aside whatever partisan bick-
ering there may be in other venues. 

On this, on bridges and roads, rail 
systems and dams, water infrastruc-
ture and infostructure, I ask my col-
leagues to please join me—join all of 
us—and make this, National Infra-
structure Week, the start of the 115th 
Congress’ commitment to do right by 
the American people, to make these in-
vestments, to do the sort of com-
promise and negotiation that this body 
is supposed to be doing to meet the 
needs of the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
travel delays. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and for the bal-
ance of the week on account of a death 
in the family. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today and the balance 
of the week. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 

table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1083. An act to amend section 1214 of 
title 5, United States Code, to provide for 
stays during a period that the Merit Systems 
Protection Board lacks a quorum; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
May 17, 2017, at 10 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

1358. Under clause 2 of rule XIV, a let-
ter from the Acting Assistant Sec-
retary, Strategy, Plans, and Capabili-
ties, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting an amendment to a report, was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 2169. A bill to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to enhance infor-
mation sharing in the Department of Home-
land Security State, Local, and Regional Fu-
sion Center Initiative, and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 115–120). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 2213. A bill to amend the Anti- 
Border Corruption Act of 2010 to authorize 
certain polygraph waiver authority, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
115–121). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 2281. A bill to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to reauthorize the 
Border Enforcement Security Task Force 
program within the Department of Homeland 
Security, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 115–122). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 1715. A bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a 
special resource study of the Medgar Evers 
House, located in Jackson, Mississippi, and 
for other purposes (Rept. 115–123). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CONAWAY: Committee on Agri-
culture. H.R. 1177. A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to release on behalf of 
the United States the condition that certain 
lands conveyed to the City of Old Town, 
Maine, be used for a municipal airport, and 
for other purposes (Rept. 115–124). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CONAWAY: Committee on Agri-
culture. H.R. 2154. A bill to rename the Red 
River Valley Agricultural Research Center 
in Fargo, North Dakota, as the Edward T. 
Schafer Agricultural Research Center; with 
an amendment (Rept. 115–125). Referred to 
the House Calendar. 

Mr. BUCK: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 323. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 115) to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to provide addi-
tional aggravating factors for the imposition 
of the death penalty based on the status of 
the victim (Rept. 115–126). Referred to the 
House Calendar. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia: Committee on 
Rules. House Resolution 324. Resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1039) 
to amend section 3606 of title 18, United 
States Code, to grant probation officers au-
thority to arrest hostile third parties who 
obstruct or impede a probation officer in the 
performance of official duties (Rept. 115–127). 
Referred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 2423. A bill to implement certain 

measures relating to management of Wash-
ington County, Utah, required by Public Law 
111-11; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 2424. A bill to require the Secretary of 

the Interior to issue new resource manage-
ment plans applicable to the Beaver Dam 
Wash National Conservation Area and the 
Red Cliffs National Conservation Area and a 
new amendment to the St. George Field Of-
fice Resource Management Plan, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN: 
H.R. 2425. A bill to support the establish-

ment and improvement of communications 
sites on or adjacent to Federal lands under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior or the Secretary of Agriculture through 
the retention and use of rental fees associ-
ated with such sites, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Natural Resources, and 
in addition to the Committee on Agriculture, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LYNCH (for himself and Mr. 
KING of New York): 

H.R. 2426. A bill to require the disclosure of 
beneficial ownership by a foreign person of 
high-security space leased to accommodate a 
Federal agency, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mrs. DEMINGS: 
H.R. 2427. A bill to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002, to direct the Assistant 
Secretary for State and Local Law Enforce-
ment to produce and disseminate an annual 
catalog on Department of Homeland Secu-
rity training, publications, programs, and 
services for State, local, and tribal law en-
forcement agencies, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security, 
and in addition to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. TAKANO (for himself, Mr. 
SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. 
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NORCROSS, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. SOTO, 
Mr. SABLAN, Ms. WILSON of Florida, 
Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, 
Mr. POLIS, Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, 
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. VISCLOSKY, and 
Mr. POCAN): 

H.R. 2428. A bill to amend the Occupational 
Safety and Health Act of 1970 to clarify when 
the time period for the issuance of citations 
under such Act begins and to require a rule 
to clarify that an employer’s duty to make 
and maintain accurate records of work-re-
lated injuries and illnesses is an ongoing ob-
ligation; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

By Mr. MACARTHUR (for himself, Miss 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto Rico, Mr. 
DUFFY, and Ms. VELÁZQUEZ): 

H.R. 2429. A bill to support businesses in 
Puerto Rico, improve health funding for 
Puerto Rico, and promote security in Puerto 
Rico, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business, and in addition to 
the Committees on Financial Services, Ways 
and Means, Energy and Commerce, the Judi-
ciary, Oversight and Government Reform, 
Education and the Workforce, and Appro-
priations, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. WALDEN (for himself, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Mr. BURGESS, and Mr. GENE 
GREEN of Texas): 

H.R. 2430. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and 
extend the user-fee programs for prescription 
drugs, medical devices, generic drugs, and 
biosimilar biological products, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. LABRADOR (for himself, Mr. 
GOODLATTE, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, 
Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. CARTER of 
Texas, and Mr. POE of Texas): 

H.R. 2431. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to improve immigration 
law enforcement within the interior of the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition 
to the Committees on Foreign Affairs, and 
Homeland Security, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. CHABOT (for himself, Mr. ROS-
KAM, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. 
FARENTHOLD, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, 
Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. BROOKS of Ala-
bama, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mr. 
LATTA, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. JODY B. 
HICE of Georgia, Ms. HERRERA 
BEUTLER, Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. SAM 
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. MARINO, Mr. 
HUIZENGA, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. FASO, 
Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. BISHOP of 
Michigan, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. 
RATCLIFFE, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. EMMER, 
Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. BUCSHON, and 
Mr. WALBERG): 

H.R. 2432. A bill to amend the Volunteer 
Organization Protection Act of 1997, to pro-
vide for liability protection for organizations 
or entities; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Miss RICE of New York: 
H.R. 2433. A bill to direct the Under Sec-

retary of Homeland Security for Intelligence 
and Analysis to develop and disseminate a 
threat assessment regarding terrorist use of 
virtual currency; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

By Mr. MITCHELL (for himself, Mr. 
POLIS, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. 
PANETTA, and Mr. DUNN): 

H.R. 2434. A bill to establish a postsec-
ondary student data system; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself 
and Mr. MASSIE): 

H.R. 2435. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prevent unjust and irrational 
criminal punishments; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Ms. PINGREE (for herself, Mr. 
NEWHOUSE, and Mr. PANETTA): 

H.R. 2436. A bill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
to reauthorize the organic agriculture re-
search and extension initiative; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself, Mr. 
SMITH of Texas, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. 
GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr. MCCAUL, 
and Mr. WILLIAMS): 

H.R. 2437. A bill to protect law enforce-
ment officers, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ROTHFUS (for himself, Mr. 
LAMALFA, and Mr. MCKINLEY): 

H.R. 2438. A bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to prohibit any regulation under such 
Act concerning the emissions of carbon diox-
ide from a fossil fuel-fired electric gener-
ating unit from taking effect until the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency makes certain certifications, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Ms. 
DELAURO, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, and Mr. WELCH): 

H.R. 2439. A bill to require reporting re-
garding certain drug price increases, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. RASKIN (for himself and Ms. 
JAYAPAL): 

H.R. 2440. A bill to require the President to 
report to the Treasury and make publicly 
available past business transactions with 
foreign countries exceeding $10,000 and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

By Mrs. HARTZLER: 
H.R. 2441. A bill to amend the Omnibus 

Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
include an additional permissible use of 
amounts provided as grants under the Byrne 
JAG program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. JACKSON LEE: 
H.R. 2442. A bill to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 to require an annual re-
port on the Office for State and Local Law 
Enforcement; to the Committee on Home-
land Security, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BARLETTA (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAUL): 

H.R. 2443. A bill to require an inventory of 
all facilities certified by the Department of 
Homeland Security to host infrastructure or 
systems classified above the Secret level, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

By Ms. JACKSON LEE: 
H.R. 2444. A bill to create an alternative 

prosecutor for certain Federal offenses; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN: 
H.R. 2445. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to provide for a prior au-
thorization process under the Medicare pro-
gram for certain high cost durable medical 
equipment, prosthetics, orthotics, and sup-
plies; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-

quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland: 
H.R. 2446. A bill to amend the Omnibus 

Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
provide that the Director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation may only be removed 
for cause, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS (for himself, Ms. 
LEE, and Mr. ELLISON): 

H.R. 2447. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Energy to provide loans and grants for solar 
installations in low-income and underserved 
areas; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself and Mr. 
MACARTHUR): 

H.R. 2448. A bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of a Commission on the Advance-
ment of Social Enterprise, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself and Mr. 
CONYERS): 

H.R. 2449. A bill to repeal the Congres-
sional Review Act, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Rules, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. COLLINS of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. SMITH of Mis-
souri, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. JUDY CHU of 
California, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. NAD-
LER, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. 
LONG, Mr. CORREA, Mr. COLLINS of 
New York, and Ms. MENG): 

H.R. 2450. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the special ex-
pensing rules for certain film, television, and 
live theatrical productions; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. DAVIS of California (for her-
self, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. RICH-
MOND, Ms. JUDY CHU of California, 
Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. 
KILMER, and Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of 
Illinois): 

H.R. 2451. A bill to improve the structure 
of the Federal Pell Grant program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, and in addition to 
the Committee on the Budget, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. ESTY of Connecticut (for her-
self, Ms. MCSALLY, Mr. WALZ, Mrs. 
WALORSKI, Mr. TAKANO, Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN, Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia, Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of 
Puerto Rico, Ms. KUSTER of New 
Hampshire, Mr. LANCE, Mr. 
O’ROURKE, Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsyl-
vania, Miss RICE of New York, Mr. 
SABLAN, Ms. GABBARD, Ms. PINGREE, 
Mr. MOULTON, and Mr. PETERS): 

H.R. 2452. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the benefits and 
services provided by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to women veterans, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAUL): 

H.R. 2453. A bill to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish the Intel-
ligence Rotational Assignment Program in 
the Department of Homeland Security, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 
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By Mr. HURD (for himself and Mr. 

MCCAUL): 
H.R. 2454. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Homeland Security to establish a data 
framework to provide access for appropriate 
personnel to law enforcement and other in-
formation of the Department, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself and Mr. 
RASKIN): 

H.R. 2455. A bill to prohibit Federal em-
ployees from taking certain acts affecting a 
financial interest of the President, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself and Mr. 
RASKIN): 

H.R. 2456. A bill to expressly provide for 
the extraterritorial application of the Fed-
eral bribery and illegal gratuity statute to 
the President and other covered officials; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana: 
H.R. 2457. A bill to extend the deadline for 

commencement of construction of certain 
hydroelectric projects; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. JONES: 
H.R. 2458. A bill to make payments by the 

Department of Homeland Security to a State 
contingent on a State providing the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation with certain statis-
tics, to require Federal agencies, depart-
ments, and courts to provide such statistics 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
to require the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion to publish such statistics; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to 
the Committee on Homeland Security, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. KING of New York (for himself 
and Mr. MCCAUL): 

H.R. 2459. A bill to require a threat assess-
ment regarding the exploitation by 
transnational criminal organizations of the 
unaccompanied alien children services pro-
gram within the United States, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. KINZINGER: 
H.R. 2460. A bill to amend chapter 301 of 

title 49, United States Code, to improve ac-
cess to motor vehicle information, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. LANCE: 
H.R. 2461. A bill to expand the use of E- 

Verify, to hold employers accountable, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committees 
on Education and the Workforce, and Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. LANGEVIN: 
H.R. 2462. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Transportation to assist States to rehabili-
tate or replace certain bridges, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California: 
H.R. 2463. A bill to prohibit the sale of 

shark parts, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. LYNCH (for himself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. NEAL, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. 
KEATING, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, and Mr. MOULTON): 

H.R. 2464. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
25 New Chardon Street Lobby in Boston, 

Massachusetts, as the ‘‘John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

By Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS (for 
herself, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, 
Mr. SCALISE, Mr. PAULSEN, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. HUIZENGA, Mr. COS-
TELLO of Pennsylvania, Mr. KILMER, 
Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. RICHMOND, 
and Mr. ROSKAM): 

H.R. 2465. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to make permanent the 
removal of the rental cap for durable med-
ical equipment under the Medicare program 
with respect to speech generating devices; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself and Mr. 
EMMER): 

H.R. 2466. A bill to facilitate the expedited 
review of applications of aliens applying for 
admission to the United States under section 
101(a)(15)(J) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act who are coming to the United 
States to participate in a program under 
which they will receive graduate medical 
education or training, require the Secretary 
of State to provide relevant Foreign Service 
officers with training regarding such aliens, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 2467. A bill to amend title 4, United 

States Code, to permit the flag of the United 
States to be flown at half-staff in the event 
of the death of the Mayor of the District of 
Columbia; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. PERRY: 
H.R. 2468. A bill to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 to establish a homeland 
intelligence doctrine for the Department of 
Homeland Security, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security. 

By Mr. POSEY (for himself, Mr. MAST, 
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN, and Mr. HASTINGS): 

H.R. 2469. A bill to establish a moratorium 
on oil and gas-related seismic activities off 
the coastline of the State of Florida, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. ROGERS of Alabama (for him-
self and Mr. MCCAUL): 

H.R. 2470. A bill to require an annual home-
land threat assessment, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity. 

By Mr. RUTHERFORD (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAUL): 

H.R. 2471. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to share with State, 
local, and regional fusion centers release in-
formation from a Federal correctional facil-
ity, including name, charging date, and ex-
pected place and date of release, of certain 
individuals who may pose a terrorist threat, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER (for him-
self, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. SLAUGHTER, 
Ms. NORTON, Mr. TONKO, Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, and 
Mr. TED LIEU of California): 

H.R. 2472. A bill to prohibit discrimination 
against individuals with disabilities who 

need long-term services and supports, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mrs. WAGNER: 
H.R. 2473. A bill to ensure compliance with 

the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 
2015, to make strides toward eradicating 
human trafficking, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California 
(for herself and Mr. BERA): 

H.R. 2474. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide an 
alternative standard for substantial equiva-
lence determinations for devices, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. RASKIN (for himself and Ms. 
JAYAPAL): 

H. Res. 325. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
the President should retain a protective pool 
of reporters for purposes of covering the offi-
cial business of the President, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. PAYNE: 
H. Res. 326. A resolution expressing support 

for the designation of the week of May 15 
though 19, 2017, as Infrastructure Week; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mr. 
MARINO, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. ENGEL, 
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. FOS-
TER, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. COHEN, Mr. 
LANGEVIN, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRIS-
HAM of New Mexico, Mr. COOPER, Ms. 
DELAURO, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas, Ms. ESHOO, and Mr. DENT): 

H. Res. 327. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of vaccinations and immuniza-
tions in the United States; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. SUOZZI (for himself and Mr. 
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida): 

H. Res. 328. A resolution commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the reunification of 
Jerusalem, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 2423. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2: relating to 

the power of Congress to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting 
the territory or other property belonging to 
the United States. 

By Mr. STEWART: 
H.R. 2424. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
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Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2: relating to 

the power of Congress to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting 
the territory or other property belonging to 
the United States. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN: 
H.R. 2425. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States or in any Department or office there-
of. 

By Mr. LYNCH: 
H.R. 2426. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 section 8 Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mrs. DEMINGS: 

H.R. 2427. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. TAKANO: 
H.R. 2428. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Mr. MACARTHUR: 

H.R. 2429. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 

By Mr. WALDEN: 
H.R. 2430. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mr. LABRADOR: 

H.R. 2431. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 Clause 4 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mr. CHABOT: 

H.R. 2432. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 . . . ‘‘To regu-

late Commerce with foreign Nations, and 
among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes.’’ Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 
. . . ‘‘To make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers, and all other 
Powers vested by the Constitution in the 
Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof.’’ 

By Miss RICE of New York: 
H.R. 2433. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. MITCHELL: 
H.R. 2434. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 to make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia: 
H.R. 2435. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Ms. PINGREE: 

H.R. 2436. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of Section 8 of the US Constitu-

tion 

By Mr. POE of Texas: 
H.R. 2437. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution which states that Congress has 
the power ‘‘to make all laws which shall be 
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the foregoing Powers, and all other 
Powers vested by this Constitution in the 
Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof. 

By Mr. ROTHFUS: 
H.R. 2438. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 1: All legislative Powers 

herein granted shall be vested in a Congress 
of the United States, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives. Article 
I, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress shall 
have Power to regulate Commerce with for-
eign Nations, and amoung the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes. 

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY: 
H.R. 2439. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8: The Congress shall 

have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, 
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and 
provide for the common Defence and general 
Welfare of the United States; 

By Mr. RASKIN: 
H.R. 2440. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Necessary and Proper Clause—Article 1, 

Section 8, Clause 18 of the United States 
Constitution 

By Mrs. HARTZLER: 
H.R. 2441. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clauses 1 and 3 of Article I, Section 8 of the 

United States Constitution. 
By Ms. JACKSON LEE: 

H.R. 2442. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. BARLETTA: 
H.R. 2443. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18—To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Ms. JACKSON LEE: 
H.R. 2444. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article II, Section 
2, of the United States Constitution. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN: 
H.R. 2445. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland: 
H.R. 2446. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1, Sec. 8, 

Cl. 18) 
By Mr. CÁRDENAS: 

H.R. 2447. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

United States Constitution. 

By Mr. CICILLINE: 
H.R. 2448. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article l, Section 8 

By Mr. CICILLINE: 
H.R. 2449. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1, Clause 1 

By Mr. COLLINS of Georgia: 
H.R. 2450. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause I, Article I, Section 8 of the Con-

stitution 
By Mrs. DAVIS of California: 

H.R. 2451. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Ms. ESTY of Connecticut: 

H.R. 2452. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution. 
By Mr. GALLAGHER: 

H.R. 2453. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18—To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. HURD: 
H.R. 2454. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
To make all Laws which shall be necessary 

and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL: 
H.R. 2455. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL: 
H.R. 2456. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana: 
H.R. 2457. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8. 

By Mr. JONES: 
H.R. 2458. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle 4, Section 4 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. KING of New York: 
H.R. 2459. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18—To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
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carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. KINZINGER: 
H.R. 2460. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the Con-

stitution 
By Mr. LANCE: 

H.R. 2461. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the Con-

stitution, which states that the Congress has 
the power to regulate Commerce with for-
eign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes. 

By Mr. LANGEVIN: 
H.R. 2462. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California: 
H.R. 2463. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The bill is enacted pursuant to the powers 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clause 3 of the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. LYNCH: 
H.R. 2464. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 7 and Article I, 

Section 8, Clause 18 
By Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS: 

H.R. 2465. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The power of the Congress to regulate 

Commerce as enumerated by Article I, Sec-
tion 8, Clause 3 as applied to the Social Secu-
rity Act. 

By Ms. MENG: 
H.R. 2466. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Ms. NORTON: 

H.R. 2467. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution. 
By Mr. PERRY: 

H.R. 2468. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18—To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. POSEY: 
H.R. 2469. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. ROGERS of Alabama: 
H.R. 2470. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
To make all Laws which shall be necessary 

and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof. 

By Mr. RUTHERFORD: 
H.R. 2471. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 10—‘‘To define 
and punish Piracies and Felonies committed 
on the high Seas, and Offences against the 
Law of Nations’’ and 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18—‘‘To make 
all Laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into Execution the foregoing 
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER: 
H.R. 2472. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mrs. WAGNER: 
H.R. 2473. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Amendment XIII 
Amendment XIV 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California: 
H.R. 2474. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3, which per-

mits Congress to regulate commerce. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 10: Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. MEADOWS, 
Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee, Mr. WILLIAMS, 
Mr. HILL, Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH, Mr. WALKER, 
Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. ROTHFUS, Mr. DAVIDSON, 
and Mr. ARRINGTON. 

H.R. 19: Mr. TURNER. 
H.R. 35: Mr. HARRIS. 
H.R. 36: Ms. CHENEY. 
H.R. 99: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 108: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 113: Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. SANFORD. 
H.R. 140: Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. 
H.R. 154: Mr. COHEN, Mr. LIPINSKI, Ms. 

MCCOLLUM, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. ROYBAL- 
ALLARD, Ms. DELAURO, and Mr. DEFAZIO. 

H.R. 169: Mrs. DAVIS of California and Mr. 
SCHRADER. 

H.R. 203: Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. QUIGLEY, and 
Mr. KENNEDY. 

H.R. 281: Mr. DONOVAN. 
H.R. 305: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia and Mrs. 

TORRES. 
H.R. 354: Ms. FOXX and Mr. JOHNSON of 

Louisiana. 
H.R. 357: Mr. PALLONE. 
H.R. 389: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 390: Ms. GRANGER. 
H.R. 426: Mr. MESSER, Mr. WILLIAMS, and 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 448: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. VARGAS, and Mr. 

GOSAR. 
H.R. 490: Mr. RENACCI, Mr. HENSARLING, 

and Mr. MITCHELL. 
H.R. 544: Mr. PETERSON. 
H.R. 545: Mr. GARRETT, Mr. BARTON, Mr. 

BILIRAKIS, and Mr. LUCAS. 
H.R. 548: Mr. WENSTRUP. 
H.R. 564: Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. DUNCAN of 

South Carolina, and Mr. MITCHELL. 
H.R. 592: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. 

RUSH. 
H.R. 606: Ms. PELOSI. 
H.R. 619: Mr. WESTERMAN. 
H.R. 632: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 664: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 672: Mr. MESSER, Ms. FRANKEL of Flor-

ida, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. BRENDAN 
F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, and Ms. MICHELLE 
LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico. 

H.R. 676: Mr. SIRES and Mr. DEUTCH. 
H.R. 721: Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. COOK, Mr. SHU-

STER and Mr. WEBER of Texas. 

H.R. 747: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Mr. POE of 
Texas, Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. 
MEADOWS, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 
New York, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, Mr. YOHO, and Mr. MITCHELL. 

H.R. 750: Mr. KIHUEN, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. MI-
CHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. ROSEN, 
and Mr. KATKO. 

H.R. 767: Mr. MEEHAN. 
H.R. 771: Mr. CARBAJAL, 
H.R. 772: Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Mr. 

GROTHMAN, and Mr. CRAMER. 
H.R. 785: Mr. HENSARLING. 
H.R. 799: Mr. CARTER of Georgia and Mr. 

LUETKEMEYER, 
H.R. 807: Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. THOMPSON of 

California, Mr. BISHOP of Utah, Mrs. BUSTOS, 
Mr. MAST, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Ms. 
CLARKE of New York, Ms. ESHOO, and Ms. 
PINGREE. 

H.R. 816: Mr. DONOVAN. 
H.R. 820: Mr. PAYNE, Ms. HERRERA 

BEUTLER, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 
Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. ESHOO, and Mr. JENKINS 
of West Virginia. 

H.R. 828: Mr. BARR and Mr. SWALWELL of 
California. 

H.R. 846: Mr. LABRADOR, Ms. GABBARD, Mr. 
KIHUEN, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. UPTON, Mr. 
BUCHANAN, Mr. BEYER, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. 
KEATING, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr. KING of Iowa, 
Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. KILMER, Mr. BOST, and 
Mr. CRAMER. 

H.R. 849: Mr. RUSSELL, Mr. REED, Mrs. 
BLACK, Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. HARPER, Mr. CULBER-
SON, Mr. JONES, and Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. 

H.R. 852: Mr. PALLONE. 
H.R. 853: Ms. FOXX. 
H.R. 873: Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mr. 

CARTWRIGHT, Mr. POCAN, Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr. 
BERA, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. JODY B. HICE of Geor-
gia, Mr. BABIN, Mr. LAMBORN, and Mr. CAL-
VERT. 

H.R. 878: Mr. FASO. 
H.R. 880: Mr. POCAN, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. 

COHEN, Mr. HECK, Mr. DEFAZIO, and Mr. 
VELA. 

H.R. 884: Mr. BYRNE. 
H.R. 930: Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. YARMUTH, 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia, Mr. CARTER of 
Georgia, Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. 
VEASEY, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. BUCHANAN, 
Mr. FLORES, Mr. GALLAGHER, Mr. MARINO, 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mrs. WAG-
NER, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, and Mr. LOWENTHAL. 

H.R. 931: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Mr. LAWSON 
of Florida, 

H.R. 948: Mr. DESAULNIER and Ms. CLARKE 
of New York. 

H.R. 959: Mr. TAKANO, Ms. PINGREE, and 
Mr. YARMUTH. 

H.R. 964: Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. LYNCH, and Mr. 
COHEN. 

H.R. 975: Mr. CORREA and Mr. GARRETT. 
H.R. 980: Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 989: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 990: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 1002: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 1005: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, 

Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. CAPUANO, and Mr. LANCE. 
H.R. 1006: Ms. LEE. 
H.R. 1017: Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. YOUNG of 

Iowa, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
ESHOO, Mr. RUSSELL, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. 
VARGAS, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. 
PINGREE, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. LOBIONDO, 
and Mr. TED LIEU of California. 

H.R. 1038: Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, Mr. 
MOOLENAAR, and Mr. VELA. 

H.R. 1046: Mr. HUDSON. 
H.R. 1057: Ms. BASS, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. 

CARBAJAL, Mr. LONG, Mr. BARR, and Mr. 
BISHOP of Utah. 

H.R. 1058: Mr. KING of Iowa and Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 1065: Mr. WALBERG. 
H.R. 1083: Mr. DESAULNIER and Ms. 

BARRAGÁN. 
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H.R. 1090: Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 

Mr. PALAZZO, Mr. PITTENGER, and Mr. CRIST. 
H.R. 1092: Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H.R. 1095: Mr. DONOVAN. 
H.R. 1133: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska and Mr. 

FRELINGHUYSEN. 
H.R. 1143: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms. 

MCCOLLUM, and Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 1144: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1148: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 

MCKINLEY, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. 
BUCSHON, and Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 1156: Mr. STIVERS. 
H.R. 1158: Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. MCEACHIN, Ms. 

SLAUGHTER, Mr. UPTON, Mr. COLLINS of New 
York, and Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. 

H.R. 1164: Mr. HARPER and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK. 

H.R. 1175: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H.R. 1185: Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H.R. 1200: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Mr. JODY B. 

HICE of Georgia, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr. BYRNE, 
Mr. ROKITA, and Mr. CRAWFORD. 

H.R. 1229: Mr. ELLISON, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. 
WELCH, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 

H.R. 1231: Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. COO-
PER, and Mr. RUSH. 

H.R. 1232: Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 1236: Ms. LEE. 
H.R. 1241: Mr. LUCAS and Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 1243: Mr. HUFFMAN and Ms. EDDIE BER-

NICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
H.R. 1253: Mr. VELA and Ms. BLUNT ROCH-

ESTER. 
H.R. 1264: Mr. POSEY, Mr. MITCHELL, Mr. 

LUCAS, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, and Mr. TROTT. 
H.R. 1265: Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, 

Mr. EVANS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. CARSON of 
Indiana, Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. CAPU-
ANO, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, and Mr. PETER-
SON. 

H.R. 1267: Mr. BARTON and Mrs. DAVIS of 
California. 

H.R. 1268: Mr. FASO, Mr. EVANS, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, and Mr. WELCH. 

H.R. 1272: Mr. RICHMOND. 
H.R. 1281: Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. 
H.R. 1291: Miss RICE of New York. 
H.R. 1296: Mr. JORDAN. 
H.R. 1310: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 1311: Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. ROKITA, 

Mr. BLUM, Mr. KIND, Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, 
Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. EMMER, and Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER. 

H.R. 1316: Mr. PETERSON, Mr. CUMMINGS, 
and Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. 

H.R. 1329: Mr. KILDEE and Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 1334: Mr. HENSARLING and Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 1341: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-

sylvania. 
H.R. 1361: Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-

sylvania, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. 
SESSIONS, Mr. AMODEI, and Mr. DEFAZIO. 

H.R. 1368: Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 1384: Mr. NEAL, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, 

Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. JENKINS of West Vir-
ginia. 

H.R. 1421: Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. PASCRELL, 
Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, and Ms. PINGREE. 

H.R. 1422: Mr. HASTINGS. 
H.R. 1454: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire 

and Mr. GALLAGHER. 
H.R. 1456: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. DAVID 

SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. REICHERT, Mr. TROTT, 
Ms. BARRAGÁN, MR. MOULTON, Mr. BRENDAN 
F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. ESHOO, and 
Mr. FOSTER. 

H.R. 1472: Mr. COURTNEY and Mrs. DAVIS of 
California. 

H.R. 1475: Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. KENNEDY, Mrs. 
DAVIS of California, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
GUTIÉRREZ, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
VARGAS, Mr. CLAY, Ms. BONAMICI, and Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY. 

H.R. 1483: Mr. TIPTON. 
H.R. 1498: Ms. JUDY CHU of California and 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. 

H.R. 1502: Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 1541: Mr. MARSHALL. 
H.R. 1552: Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. BARR, and 

Mr. BYRNE. 
H.R. 1560: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida and Mr. 

COOK. 
H.R. 1562: Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H.R. 1566: Ms. TITUS, Mr. EVANS, Ms. JUDY 

CHU of California, Mr. PALLONE, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, and Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico. 

H.R. 1567: Mr. ENGEL. 
H.R. 1606: Mr. ROUZER, Mr. POCAN, and Mr. 

ROKITA. 
H.R. 1608: Mr. BROWN of Maryland. 
H.R. 1614: Mr. MCEACHIN and Mr. PETERS. 
H.R. 1616: Mr. YOHO, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-

sylvania, Mr. MESSER, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. JOYCE of 
Ohio, Mr. HENSARLING, Mrs. ROBY, and Mr. 
TROTT. 

H.R. 1626: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire 
and Mr. BRAT. 

H.R. 1629: Mr. POCAN and Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 1635: Mr. BUCSHON. 
H.R. 1639: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 1645: Mr. LUETKEMEYER and Mr. 

DELANEY. 
H.R. 1651: Ms. DEGETTE and Ms. STEFANIK. 
H.R. 1652: Ms. CLARKE of New York and Ms. 

SHEA-PORTER. 
H.R. 1656: Mr. POLIQUIN. 
H.R. 1661: Mr. CRIST and Ms. JENKINS of 

Kansas. 
H.R. 1666: Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 1673: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 1697: Mr. KING of New York, Mr. 

MARINO, Mr. HENSARLING, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, 
Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. 
HARPER, Mr. MAST, Mr. KILMER, and Mr. 
REICHERT. 

H.R. 1699: Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, 
Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. ROTHFUS, and Mr. JEN-
KINS of West Virginia. 

H.R. 1711: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, and Ms. 
HANABUSA. 

H.R. 1722: Mr. POE of Texas, Mr. JODY B. 
HICE of Georgia, and Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of 
Florida. 

H.R. 1724: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1730: Ms. TITUS and Ms. MICHELLE 

LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico. 
H.R. 1733: Mr. CRAMER. 
H.R. 1753: Ms. ESTY of Connecticut and Mr. 

COHEN. 
H.R. 1770: Mr. HURD, Mr. COOPER, Mr. 

LIPINSKI, Mr. MOULTON, Miss RICE of New 
York, Mr. SWALWELL of California, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. POLIS, 
Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 

H.R. 1772: Mrs. MURPHY of Florida, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, and Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. 

H.R. 1776: Mr. RUSH. 
H.R. 1777: Mr. RASKIN, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. 

KING of Iowa, Mr. BANKS of Indiana, Mr. 
UPTON, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. JEN-
KINS of Kansas, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mrs. NOEM, 
and Mr. HARPER. 

H.R. 1784: Mr. PANETTA and Mr. SMITH of 
Washington. 

H.R. 1793: Ms. SINEMA. 
H.R. 1796: Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS and Mr. 

VEASEY. 
H.R. 1818: Ms. DELAURO, Ms. BROWNLEY of 

California, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms. LEE, 
Mr. O’HALLERAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
GUTIÉRREZ, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Ms. 
MOORE, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
KEATING, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. TITUS, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN, Mr. DENT, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. YAR-
MUTH, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. 
ESTY of Connecticut, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. COHEN, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. FOSTER, and Mr. DESAULNIER. 

H.R. 1825: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, 
Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. POCAN, Ms. LOFGREN, 
Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. DUFFY, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
and Ms. PINGREE, 

H.R. 1836: Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 1844: Mr. POLIS, Mr. PETERSON, Mr. 

KIHUEN, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 
KILMER, Mr. PETERS, and Mr. COURTNEY. 

H.R. 1854: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H.R. 1861: Mr. QUIGLEY and Mr. RATCLIFFE. 
H.R. 1868: Ms. PINGREE and Mrs. WATSON 

COLEMAN. 
H.R. 1889: Ms. MATSUI and Mr. CRIST. 
H.R. 1902: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 1939: Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. GRAVES of 

Georgia, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Mr. 
SARBANES, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. SESSIONS, 
and Mrs. COMSTOCK. 

H.R. 1949: Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 
New York, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
TAKANO, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
TITUS, and Mr. KATKO. 

H.R. 1953: Miss RICE of New York, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. DELANEY, Ms. NORTON, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. SCHRADER, Ms. 
CLARKE of New York, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of 
Georgia, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. RUSH, Mr. FLORES, 
Mr. BEYER, Mr. PERLMUTTER, and Ms. PIN-
GREE. 

H.R. 1955: Mr. ABRAHAM. 
H.R. 1959: Mr. O’HALLERAN. 
H.R. 1960: Mr. DEUTCH, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, 

Mr. FOSTER, Mr. COOPER, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. 
KAPTUR, Ms. LEE, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. 
BEYER, Mr. CLAY, and Mr. VEASEY. 

H.R. 1969: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 1997: Mr. BURGESS, Ms. KELLY of Illi-

nois, Ms. TITUS, and Ms. SHEA-PORTER. 
H.R. 1998: Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 

New Mexico and Ms. MOORE. 
H.R. 1999: Mr. WOODALL. 
H.R. 2012: Mr. NADLER, Mr. WELCH, Mr. TED 

LIEU of California, Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. JUDY 
CHU of California, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. SLAUGH-
TER, and Mr. MCGOVERN. 

H.R. 2013: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 2046: Ms. MATSUI and Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 2052: Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. RASKIN, Mrs. 

BUSTOS, Ms. MENG, Mrs. BEATTY, and Mr. 
HIMES. 

H.R. 2056: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 2062: Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. FRANKEL of 

Florida, and Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 2083: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 2092: Mr. POLIS and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 2106: Miss RICE of New York and Mr. 

LAMBORN. 
H.R. 2113: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 2121: Mr. CAPUANO and Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 2127: Mr. MEADOWS. 
H.R. 2136: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 2148: Mr. WALKER. 
H.R. 2150: Mr. CAPUANO, Ms. BROWNLEY of 

California, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, 
Mr. NADLER, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CARSON of Indi-
ana, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. 
JONES, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
PETERSON, and Mr. HASTINGS. 

H.R. 2158: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 2170: Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 2173: Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. BROWNLEY of 

California, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, and Mr. 
MCGOVERN. 

H.R. 2180: Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.R. 2200: Mr. DONOVAN. 
H.R. 2203: Mr. RASKIN and Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 2211: Mr. JONES and Mr. PALLONE. 
H.R. 2213: Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas and Mr. 

ARRINGTON. 
H.R. 2215: Mr. O’ROURKE, Mrs. LOVE, and 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 2224: Mr. JONES, Mr. GRAVES of Mis-

souri, and Mr. ALLEN. 
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H.R. 2228: Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. 
H.R. 2230: Mr. TED LIEU of California and 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
H.R. 2242: Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 2249: Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 2268: Mr. VARGAS. 
H.R. 2273: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. 
H.R. 2285: Ms. NORTON, Mr. LARSON of Con-

necticut, Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, Ms. 
DEGETTE, and Ms. SHEA-PORTER. 

H.R. 2288: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania 
and Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 

H.R. 2298: Mr. GALLAGHER. 
H.R. 2310: Ms. ESHOO. 
H.R. 2317: Ms. HANABUSA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 

and Mr. SENSENBRENNER. 
H.R. 2327: Mr. TAKANO, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-

fornia, Mr. LAWSON of Florida, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Mr. ROSS, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, 
Mr. TED LIEU of California, Ms. CLARKE of 
New York, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. JENKINS 
of Kansas, Mr. RUSH, Mr. FLORES, Mr. LANCE, 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Mr. NEAL, Mr. CAPUANO, 
Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. LAMALFA, and 
Mr. COLLINS of New York. 

H.R. 2330: Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 2340: Mr. COOK. 
H.R. 2344: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. 

THOMPSON of California, and Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 2345: Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. O’ROURKE, 

Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. RASKIN, 
Mr. CURBELO of Florida, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, 
Mr. KATKO, and Ms. ESHOO. 

H.R. 2352: Mr. HUDSON. 
H.R. 2353: Ms. FOXX, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, 

Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. MEEHAN, 
Mr. MITCHELL, and Mr. COURTNEY. 

H.R. 2358: Mr. TAKANO, Mr. DEFAZIO, and 
Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. 

H.R. 2367: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 2369: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. 
H.R. 2379: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 2386: Mr. MEEHAN. 
H.R. 2389: Mr. DONOVAN. 
H.R. 2392: Mr. RUSH and Mr. KHANNA. 
H.J. Res. 51: Mr. RUSSELL, Mr. REED, Mr. 

GRAVES of Georgia, and Mr. JONES. 
H. Con. Res. 8: Mr. BERA. 
H. Con. Res. 10: Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. GALLA-

GHER, and Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H. Con. Res. 13: Ms. TENNEY, Mr. SIMPSON, 

and Mr. BROWN of Maryland. 
H. Con. Res. 27: Mr. BEYER and Mr. 

NEWHOUSE. 
H. Con. Res. 41: Mr. SABLAN, Mrs. 

RADEWAGEN, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. RYAN of 
Ohio, and Mr. MARSHALL. 

H. Con. Res. 45: Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. 
JENKINS of West Virginia, Mr. POCAN, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mrs. LOVE, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. GON-
ZALEZ of Texas, and Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia. 

H. Con. Res. 47: Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. CLARKE of 
New York, and Ms. BARRÁGAN. 

H. Res. 28: Mr. STIVERS, Mrs. MURPHY of 
Florida, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CRIST, 
and Mr. SHIMKUS. 

H. Res. 166: Mr. LYNCH. 
H. Res. 195: Mr. KING of New York. 
H. Res. 199: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H. Res. 218: Mr. CHABOT. 
H. Res. 220: Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 

and Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H. Res. 236: Mr. LUETKEMEYER and Mr. 

LUCAS. 
H. Res. 255: Mr. FLEISCHMANN. 
H. Res. 256: Ms. NORTON. 

H. Res. 276: Mr. VEASEY, Ms. CLARKE of 
New York, and Ms. JACKSON LEE. 

H. Res. 307: Mr. BACON. 
H. Res. 312: Ms. MCCOLLUM and Mr. THOMP-

SON of California. 
H. Res. 313: Mr. SOTO. 
H. Res. 320: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. MCEACHIN, and 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H. Res. 321: Mr. TONKO and Mr. TED LIEU of 

California. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative JACKSON LEE (TX) or a designee, 
to H.R. 1039 the Probation Officer Protection 
Act of 2017, does not contain any congres-
sional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or lim-
ited tariff benefits to defined in clause 9 of 
rule XXI. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows: 

H.R. 60: Mr. WILLIAMS. 
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