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Sunday night church service in the DeSmet
basement that really stood out. When he
began offering this weekly service during his
first year as Chaplain, Father Waters sought
to offer the residents of this dormitory a place
where they could go to gather and center on
their faith, prayer, and community. Ultimately,
he hoped to provide his residents with the opportunity to grow their relationship with God
and others each and every Sunday.
I want to thank Father Waters for his invaluable service to the students of Gonzaga University, and I wish him a wonderful retirement.
f

COMMENDING LOCAL 2017 HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
AND OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES
OF FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA
FOR HOSTING THE SIXTH ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE
RECOGNITION CEREMONY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

coming a lead instructor the last 26 years. In
July 2003, he began serving as the Department Chair of the Criminal Justice program.
Bill provided his passion and skills to Washington state, serving a five-year term as the
charter Chair of the Washington State Safety,
Security, and Emergency Management Council. He is also the recipient of the prestigious
President’s Award by the Washington Recreation and Park Association.
Bill’s leadership and commitment to training
the next generation of the National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, and State Patrol
members is admirable and his service will
continue to benefit our communities for years
to come.
As Bill enters his retirement journey, I wish
him the very best in whatever his next venture
may be.
f

STRONG SUPPORT FOR BILLS TO
PREVENT CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND TO ENSURE
JUSTICE FOR TRAFFICKERS AND
ABUSERS

OF VIRGINIA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
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Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the 4 Fredericksburg, Virginia area
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the
United States Coast Guard after graduation.
These students have excelled in their academic and extracurricular activities, and I offer
my sincere congratulations upon their high
school graduation.
I commend these student leaders for their
selflessness and courageous decision to serve
their country as members of the United States
Coast Guard:
Cronin, Erik; Cronin, Matthew; Foley, Dillon;
Michaud, Joshua.
These students will be honored by the
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Community Salutes at their 5th Annual Military Enlistee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday,
June 3, 2017 at the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg, VA.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking these young men and their families
for their dedication to serving this great Nation. We owe them and the many Americans
who have served and will serve a debt of gratitude.
f

CELEBRATING THE WORK OF MR.
WILLIAM M. OVERBY

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE
OF WASHINGTON
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Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
celebrate the great work of a constituent, Mr.
William M. Overby. During a career spanning
more than 32 years with State Parks, Bill
served in several park ranger and management assignments throughout the state, and
managed the Deception Pass Area for the
final 20 years of his career.
While serving at Deception Pass, Bill began
his association with Skagit Valley College as
an instructor in its Parks Resources Management and the Criminal Justice programs, be-
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
take this opportunity to offer my strong support
for all six bills under consideration tonight to
prevent children from suffering the horrors of
sexual exploitation and ensure justice for traffickers and abusers.
I would also like to offer my sincere thanks
to Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy for his consistent work to fight human trafficking and
other forms of sexual exploitation of children.
As the prime author of the landmark Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 and of
its 2003 and 2005 reauthorization, I know the
heavy lift such bills can be—and also their critical importance. The Majority Leader’s personal commitment to tonight’s legislation, as
well as to moving other anti-trafficking bills
over the next few weeks, builds upon the work
he has done in previous congresses to effectively help the victims of trafficking who are
primarily women and children.
Sexual exploitation of children is a human
rights violation that results in serious, lifelong
consequences for the physical, psychological,
and spiritual development and well-being of a
child In many instances, it is a form of human
trafficking.
According to the International Labor Organization, almost 2 million children are still victimized every year by commercial sexual exploitation, which includes the use of girls and
boys in sexual activities remunerated in cash
or in kind, child sex tourism, the use of children in sex shows (public or private), and the
production, promotion and distribution of pornography involving children.
Millions of other children suffer the honor
and wounding of other forms of sexual abuse;
most do not come forward out of misplaced
shame, or the fear that the justice system will
re-traumatize and then fail them.
The Strengthening Children’s Safety Act of
2017, H.R. 1842, seeks to strengthen our efforts against repeat child sex offenders and
ensure they are subjected to increased penalties. As drafted, the bill will crack down on
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sex offenders who fail to register and then
commit violent crimes under state law. It will
also ensure that an offender’s prior child-related sex offenses under Uniform Code of Military Justice are taken into account in subsequent prosecutions.
The Targeting Child Predators Act of 2017
(H.R. 883) also seeks to improve accountability for suspected crimes against children by
ensuring that offenders are not tipped-off to
law enforcement investigations of their IP addresses before law enforcement has a chance
to gather the critical digital evidence of crimes
against children.
The Adam Walsh Reauthorization Act of
2017 (H.R. 1188) ensures continued finding
for the original Adam Walsh Act with important
updates. The original Adam Walsh Act created
a national registry of sex offenders and the
means to enforce registration. While each
state has its own registry, the national registry
provides an efficient way to track sex offenders who move between states, and helps to
systematize standards across states.
The Child Protection Improvement Act of
2017 (H.R. 695), ensures that organizations
serving youth have access to the national sex
offender registry—so that they are not limited
to background checks within their state. This
ensures that children are protected from sex
offenders whether or not the offender has followed the law and registered in their state.
Last year, I applied this concept worldwide
with the International Megan’s Law to Prevent
Child Exploitation and Other Sexual Crimes
Through Advanced Notification of Traveling
Sex Offenders (P.L. 114–119), so that countries are warned when individuals on a U.S.
sex offender list for a crime against a child is
traveling to their country. Since my bill became law, more than 2,000 notifications of
pedophile travel have been sent to 64 countries, with a particular emphasis on countries
known to be primary destinations for child sex
tourism.
One of the other bills under consideration
tonight, the Global Child Protection Act of
2017 (H.R. 1862), will make it easier to prosecute known offenders and others who abuse
children abroad by expanding the definition of
the term ‘‘illicit sexual contact’’ to cover any
sexual contact with a child.
The TARGET Act (H.R. 1625), encourages
accountability for international traffickers by allowing the State Department to provide rewards to people who are willing to bring down
international criminal organizations trafficking
in women and children. I am a cosponsor of
HR 1625 and pleased to see it and all the
aforementioned legislation advance tonight.
In addition to the legislation we adopt tonight, Mr. Speaker, many of my colleagues
may know that a strong bipartisan coalition is
also working on the comprehensive reauthorization of America’s leading anti-trafficking legislation—The Trafficking Victims Protection
Act(TVPA). This additional legislation, the
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Prevention and Protection Act of 2017 (H.R. 2200),
honors the 200th birthday of slavery survivor
and great abolitionist Frederick Douglass, and
will reauthorize $130 million in current funds
across several federal programs dedicated to
fight human trafficking over the next four
years.
I am pleased to be the prime author of the
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Prevention and Protection Act with lead Democrat cosponsor Rep. Karen Bass along with a strong
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bipartisan group including Chairman Ed
Royce, Reps. Sheila Jackson Lee, Susan
Brooks, Lois Frankel, Ann Wagner, Tony
Cardenas, Ted Poe, and Ryan Costello.
H.R. 2200 is also endorsed by a broadbased coalition of NGOs that work on the
frontlines in the battle against human trafficking including.
Mr. Speaker, for the past 17 years, we have
seen progress on a number of anti-trafficking
fronts: more than 250,000 victims have been
rescued worldwide; the Department of Justice
has federally funded some 42 anti-human trafficking task forces across the United States
and more than 85,000 law enforcement officers have been trained. Additionally, over 300
laws around the world, influenced by American
leadership, have enacted to combat trafficking.
We look forward to building upon this record
through passage of The Frederick Douglass
Trafficking Victims Prevention, Protection, and
Reauthorization Act. Some of the important
provisions of H.R. 2200 include:
Ensuring vulnerable children and other atrisk populations are educated to avoid traffickers;
Focusing grants for survivor care on housing for vulnerable groups;
Preferring in government travel contracts
airlines and hotels that have in place anti-trafficking training and victim reporting policies for
their employees;
Creating a special complaint mechanism in
embassies whereby the U.S. is warned of traffickers exploiting the U.S. entry system;
Increasing transparency and oversight of
U.S. government grants to fight trafficking;
Facilitating trafficking-free supply chains in
private business by clarifying in Department of
Labor reports the products that incorporate
slavery-made goods;
Encouraging enforcement of the Tariff Act of
1930’s prohibition on the importation of goods
made with forced labor;
Strengthening federal efforts to reduce demand for services from trafficking victims by
increasing prosecution of those who purchase
services;
Designating one prosecutor in each of the
Department of Justice’s focus districts to investigate and prosecute labor trafficking
cases;
Preventing abuse of domestic servants in
embassies and diplomatic homes in the U.S.;
Encouraging credible and effective use of
the trafficking tier ranking system by the U.S.
Department of State in the annual Trafficking
in Persons Report;
Educating procurement officers in U.S. government agencies to apply all U.S. law and
regulations preventing purchases of goods
made with trafficking or services from contractors who participate in human trafficking;
Ensuring that U.S. military assistance does
not go to foreign governments that use child
soldiers; and
Encouraging USAID to integrate human trafficking prevention into disaster relief.
SSpencer on DSK7TPTVN1PROD with REMARKS
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a system for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate committees, subcommittees, joint committees, and committees of conference.
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This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Committee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.
As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this information, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.
Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, May
23, 2017 may be found in the Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.
MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MAY 24
Time to be announced
Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
TBA
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on SeaPower
To hold hearings to examine industry
perspectives on options and considerations for achieving a 355 ship Navy.
SR–232A
10 a.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine border insecurity, focusing on the rise of MS–13
and other transnational criminal organizations.
SD–342
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the nominations of Vishal J. Amin, of Michigan,
to be Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator, Executive Office of
the President, Stephen Elliott Boyd, of
Alabama, to be an Assistant Attorney
General, Department of Justice, and
Lee Francis Cissna, of Maryland, to be
Director of United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services, Department
of Homeland Security.
SD–226
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of Defense
To hold hearings to examine the President’s proposed budget request and justification for fiscal year 2018 for the
Navy and Marine Corps.
SD–192
2:15 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on East Asia, the Pacific,
and International Cybersecurity Policy
To hold hearings to examine American
leadership in the Asia-Pacific, focusing
on economic issues.
SD–419
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces
To hold hearings to examine Department
of Energy atomic energy defense activities and programs.
SD–G50
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
Subcommittee on Consumer Protection,
Product Safety, Insurance, and Data
Security
To hold hearings to examine pool safety,
focusing on the tenth anniversary of
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the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and
Spa Safety Act.
SR–253
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism
To hold hearings to examine law enforcement access to data stored across borders, focusing on facilitating cooperation and protecting rights.
SD–226
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
Business meeting to consider S. 1094, to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
improve the accountability of employees of the Department of Veterans Affairs.
SR–418
Select Committee on Intelligence
To hold closed hearings to examine certain intelligence matters.
SH–219
MAY 25
Time to be announced
Committee on the Judiciary
Business meeting to consider S. 782, to
reauthorize the National Internet
Crimes Against Children Task Force
Program, and the nominations of Noel
J. Francisco, of the District of Columbia, to be Solicitor General of the
United States, and Makan Delrahim, of
California, and Steven Andrew Engel,
of the District of Columbia, both to be
an Assistant Attorney General, all of
the Department of Justice.
TBA
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the posture
of the Department of the Army in review of the Defense Authorization Request for fiscal year 2018 and the Future Years Defense Program.
SD–G50
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations
To hold hearings to examine stopping the
shipment of synthetic opioids, focusing
on oversight of United States strategy
to combat illicit drugs.
SD–342
9:45 a.m.
Committee on the Budget
To hold hearings to examine the President’s fiscal year 2018 budget proposal.
SD–608
10 a.m.
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry
To hold hearings to examine the Farm
Economy, focusing on perspectives on
rural America.
SR–328A
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine the nominations of Neil Chatterjee, of Kentucky,
and Robert F. Powelson, of Pennsylvania, both to be a Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
and Dan R. Brouillette, of Texas, to be
Deputy Secretary, all of the Department of Energy.
SD–366
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine the President’s proposed budget request for fiscal year 2018 for the Department of the
Treasury, and tax reform.
SD–215
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