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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Emelio
Marquez for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Emelio Marquez is a student at Arvada High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.
The dedication demonstrated by Emelio
Marquez is exemplary of the type of achievement that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their education and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.
I extend my deepest congratulations to
Emelio Marquez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication and character in all of his future accomplishments.
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Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, on June 19,
1865, the Emancipation Proclamation was
read by U.S. Army Major Gordon Granger in
Galveston, Texas to slaves who were unaware
of the original issuance and reading by President Abraham Lincoln nearly two and a half
years prior.
This day, referred to as Juneteenth, is historic and significant in American history and
marks the date of freedom for the millions of
slaves who were liberated.
This nation was built on the backs of African-Americans. And this Capitol and our
White House, were literally built by the hands
of slaves. It was only 152 years ago that
Blacks in America were considered property
and three-fifths a human. Juneteenth serves
as a reminder of the atrocities faced by the African-American community.
In 2017, African-Americans are still discriminated against on an institutional basis. Black
women in New York State take home $0.66
on the dollar compared to white men. And unarmed black people are killed by police at five
times the rate of unarmed whites.
Despite being enslaved for 245 years and
then freed to struggle, African-Americans have
accomplished so much. It is our duty to acknowledge the ugliness of this nation’s history
and remain steadfast in our efforts to ensure
equity and equality for all individuals. While
our country has made great strides in race
and freedom, there is still much work that remains to be done.
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Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to take a moment to commemorate the life of
Mr. Dennis Patrick ‘‘Pat’’ Mullins, who passed
away on May 28, 2017, at the age of 79.
Throughout his life, Mr. Mullins was an esteemed leader in our community and a devoted husband, father, and grandfather. Revered for his ability to bring people together
and beloved for his vibrant personality, charm,
and great sense of humor, Mr. Mullins embodied the essence of a true conservative and
a Virginia gentleman. Under his extraordinary
leadership, the Republican Party of Virginia
experienced a period of expansion and tremendous success, unparalleled in recent
years. His legacy endures and he will always
be remembered and missed by many.
Originally from St. Albans, West Virginia,
Mr. Mullins earned his bachelor’s degree from
Columbia University in 1959, where he served
as sports editor of the college daily newspaper, the Spectator. Later, he earned his law
degree from George Washington University. In
1963, Mr. Mullins married his wife, Jackie, with
whom he raised four children.
Mr. Mullins’s illustrious political career
spanned multiple decades and commenced
with his role as the Fairfax County Republican
Committee Chairman from 1990 to 1996. After
moving to Central Virginia, he served as the
Chairman of Louisa County Republican Committee from 2008 to 2009. Subsequently, he
was elected as Chairman of the Republican
Party of Virginia in 2009 and served until his
retirement in 2015.
In addition to his political activism, Mr.
Mullins was known for his fervent passion for
therapeutic horseback riding and his dedication to our community and his family. He
served as a member of the American Paint
Horse Foundation’s Board of Directors and
served as a Rotary District Governor. Mr.
Mullins also always cherished his family and in
his later years often regaled his grandchildren
with vivacious stories. Mr. Mullins leaves behind a remarkable legacy and an extensive
career of service to our Commonwealth. He
will be greatly missed by the countless lives
he has touched. He is survived by his four
children, six grandchildren, and brother.
Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating the life of, and bidding farewell to, Pat Mullins. May he rest in peace, and
his family be comforted.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Elijah Ramos
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.
Elijah Ramos is a student at Moore Middle
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.
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The dedication demonstrated by Elijah
Ramos is exemplary of the type of achievement that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their education and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.
I extend my deepest congratulations to Elijah Ramos for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication and character in all of his future accomplishments.
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Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a lifelong servant from Sarpy County,
Nebraska, Sergeant Don Voss. As we see the
end of one officer’s historic career, we are reminded of the need for brave police officers
from around our great nation to pick up this
calling of service.
Sergeant Don Voss joined the police force
in 1978 while still serving as a member of the
United States Marine Corps Reserve. He received awards such as the Bellevue Jaycees
Officer of the Year, the Knights of Aksarben
Citizen Soldier Award, and the Michael J.
Elman Officer of the Year Award. He received
the Department Life Saving Award for quickly
administering CPR to an infant, ultimately saving their life. He was a pioneer in community
policing as a narcotics officer responsible for
combating the growing opiate problem and
providing care to Sarpy families whose children and loved ones were battling opiate addiction.
Don is a sterling example of someone who
has put their life on the line, day in and day
out, for nearly 40 years protecting the citizens
of Nebraska. Sgt Don Voss, I wish you and
your family the best in this next phase in your
life. You and the entire police family will always have a friend in Washington, DC.
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Northwest Alabama Council of Local Governments (NACOLG) which was created in 1967.
Then Alabama Governor Lurleen Wallace
signed legislation in June of 1967 to establish
NACOLG. Over the past five decades the organization has played a pivotal role in the economic opportunities of Northwest Alabama and
has improved the daily lives of its citizens.
NACOLG is an association of 37 governmental units in the five county region of
Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Marion, and
Winston Counties, along with the municipalities inside those counties. It is an association
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