June 21, 2017

the convening of a joint meeting or joint session of Congress for ceremonies and activities
relating to Frederick Douglass, a rededication
of the Frederick Douglass National Historic
Site, and the acquisition and preservation of
artifacts associated with Frederick Douglass.
The commission would report its findings and
recommendations to Congress.
I urge my colleagues to support this important legislation.

The neighbors start planning months in advance, and each year’s event is bigger and
better than the last.
On July 4, 2017, the neighbors at Whitland
Avenue will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of
this beloved event. It is an honor to recognize
the community, their spirit, and their patriotism. Whitland Avenue is the heart of Nashville,
and I hope the community spirit lives on for
generations to come.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Estrella
Robles for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Estrella Robles is a student at Arvada K–8
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.
The dedication demonstrated by Estrella
Robles is exemplary of the type of achievement that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their education and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.
I extend my deepest congratulations to
Estrella Robles for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication and character in all of her future
accomplishments.
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Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of Scleroderma Awareness Month.
Scleroderma is an autoimmune disease that
not only affects thousands of individuals within
my own constituency and the state of New
York, but also thousands of individuals living
in the United States.
Due to the lack of research on the unpredictable progression of Scleroderma, many
physicians find it difficult to diagnose their patients and find it even more difficult to provide
adequate treatment since a cure has not been
discovered. As we recognize the need for
awareness of this troublesome disease, we
must do more for the thousands of Americans
who are diagnosed with this condition each
year.
In the past, I have championed legislation
aimed toward galvanizing many federal agencies to fund research for Scleroderma with
former Congresswoman Lois Capps of California. As a representative, I consider myself
responsible for the health and safety of my
constituents. This is why I urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting federal investment for
research as well as recognizing June as
Scleroderma Awareness Month.
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Wednesday, June 21, 2017
Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Whitland Avenue neighbors. The
Whitland area is one of the most historic—and
beautiful—neighborhoods in Middle Tennessee.
Built in the earliest days of the 20th century,
this relatively small neighborhood has more
historical markers than any other in Davidson
County.
In 1976, residents vowed to hold an annual
party on the Fourth of July to celebrate our
nation’s birthday and keep our patriotic spirit
alive. The celebration was conceived to include a number of timeless activities such as
a bicycle parade for neighbors of all ages; performances of patriotic tunes by a band of local
musicians; enthusiastic singing by all in attendance; a dramatic reading of the Declaration of Independence; recognition of veterans
for their service; speeches by elected officials
and other local dignitaries; and a covered dish
picnic lunch.
The Whitland Avenue Fourth of July Celebration has become one of Nashville’s most
festive events. The neighborhood invites the
entire city to join in a family-friendly parade
and gathering to celebrate our great nation.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Ethan Strauch
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.
Ethan Strauch is a student at Drake Middle
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.
The dedication demonstrated by Ethan
Strauch is exemplary of the type of achievement that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their education and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.
I extend my deepest congratulations to
Ethan Strauch for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication and character in all of his future accomplishments.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a noted centenarian of Philadelphia, Ms.
Eleanore deVadetzsky.
Eleanore deVadetzsky was born in Pennsylvania Hospital on June 11, 1917, to Minna
(nee Wolfsohn) and Tevye Rosenstein of
Olney and Wynnefield. It was just months after
the entry of the U.S. into WW I. Tevye had a
trained voice, a choir leader, opera enthusiast,
taught music and song and was a strong supporter of the founding of Israel.
Minna fled an unhappy family situation in
Latvia, when a very young woman, making her
way alone to the New World, with little more
than a suitcase crammed with philosophy
books, Spinoza and Maimonides. She was a
homemaker, suffragette, and struggling businesswoman, who prized education and always
had a book in her hands. She studied science,
and upon graduating, became a chemist, first
at Tastycake Bakery and later, at Whitman’s
Chocolates.
Along the way, Eleanore Rosenstein met
the
dashing
Vladimir,
aka
Walter,
deVadetzsky, who bore a striking resemblance
to actor Richard Ney, and was on his way to
the South Pacific to fight in World War II. They
wrote letters during his absence, and they
were married on his return.
They managed to travel to far-flung places
around the globe such as China, Japan, Australia for the ’56 Olympics, pre-Castro Cuba,
Central and South America, and almost every
European country, making friends wherever
they were. Both here and abroad, Eleanore &
Walter enjoyed theater, ballet, music and art.
For many years, they both volunteered at
Pennsylvania and Graduate hospitals. When
Walter passed away in 2005, Eleanore continued volunteering at Pennsylvania Hospital and
CHOP, until 2010, when she was sidelined
with a broken ankle. She never touched alcohol, but always had a cocktail waiting for Walter at the end of the day, and was a connoisseur and devotee of dark chocolate, to
which she attributed her longevity. Eleanore
frequently visited with family and friends
around the globe by telephone.
Sadly, Eleanore passed away on Tuesday,
June 13, 2017 from complications of dementia. Her family and friends celebrated her
100th birthday and said goodbye on Sunday,
June 11. She is survived by her cousins
Rosenstein, Winitz, Wagner, Dichter, Kaplan &
Vaughan.
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Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I was absent during Roll Call vote No. 309 and No.
310 due to my spouse’s health situation in
California. Had I been present, I would have
voted yea on H.R. 2847—Improving Services
for Older Youth in Foster Care Act, and yea
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