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Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the active and impressive
life of my friend Matthew ‘Matty’ Ferrentino as
he celebrates his 90th birthday on June 21,
2017.
Matty Ferrentino is the son of Italian immigrants and was born and raised in Buffalo,
NY. He and his wife Joan now live in West
Seneca, NY.
Matty graduated from University at Buffalo
in 1951 with a bachelor’s degree in physical
education. During his time at the University at
Buffalo, Matty played football for the UB Bulls,
starting all four years as offensive guard and
defensive linebacker. In 1950, Matty earned
Little All-American status and led the UB Bulls
as co-captain in their fifth straight winning season.
After his time at UB, Matty began working at
the Ford Stamping Plant as a guard and retired in 1994 as a Production Manager. Matty
and his wife Joan raised three children: Dan,
Judy, and Rob and now have five grandchildren: Dani, Baylea, Conner, Drew and
Gracie. In September, Matty will become a
great-grandfather for the first time.
Physical activity has long been a part of
Matty’s life. In addition to leading the UB Bulls
during his time at school, Matty boxed in the
U.S. Army and as an amateur outside of the
army. Even today, Matty remains active working out at LA Fitness. I am honored to be
among the many friendships that Matty has
developed through the years at the gym. His
discipline and perseverance is an inspiration
to us all.
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize the
accomplishments of my friend, Matty
Ferrentino. I look forward to celebrating his 90
years of life with family and friends who have
traveled from near and far on June 23, 2017.
I wish Matty and his family health and happiness in all the days to come.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
celebrate the achievements of the Central
High School Varsity Baseball team of Martinsburg, Pennsylvania. The countless hours of
commitment required by the players and
coaches was rewarded by their PIAA, 3A
State Championship win on Thursday, June
15th. The Scarlet Dragons defeated Holy Redeemer High School with a final score of 8–
3 in the team’s first-ever state championship.
The Dragons finished the season with a
record of 24–3.
The team represented Pennsylvania’s Blair
County at Penn State’s Medlar Field at
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Lubrano Park. The town of Martinsburg, PA is
small but mighty, much like that of the 40
player team led by their head coach AJ
Hoenstine. Coach Hoenstine has led the Dragons as a head coach for 10 years, and is a
Central High School Baseball alum himself.
The 2017 varsity team was home to 11 seniors with a solidly backed line up of underclassmen. The game’s star pitcher was a junior named Preston Karstetter. Karstetter took
over for the team’s ace Jarret Imler after the
Dragons made it to the final game of the playoffs. The rest of the starting line-up from the
Championship Game included Alex Hoenstine,
Chase Smith, Josh McKnight, Michael Speck,
Noah Muthler, Hunter Liebal, Larry Corle,
Jacob Muthler, Brady Nicewonger, and Brice
Brumbaugh.
Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to congratulate
the players and coaches of the Central High
School’s Varsity Baseball team on their championship win. The type of dedication and hard
work required to achieve this level of victory
will surely follow these young men throughout
the rest of their lives.

er. In 1949, he met his future wife, Helen, who
worked at a Columbus restaurant. They were
married in 1950. They had two children,
Cheryl and Tim. Mr. Cummings was later employed as a truck driver for Campbell 66 and
worked there until he retired. Mr. Cummings
enjoys spending the majority of his time with
his five grandchildren and four great grandchildren.
In July, Mr. Cummings will be honored for
his military service by the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 4272. He will be honored for serving in WWII and for his service as a past Post
4272 Commander, VFW District Commander,
and VFW State Commander.
Mr. Cummings has demonstrated what it is
to be a patriotic American who is willing to
fight for the freedoms we all enjoy. He has led
a life of honor and honesty which is why we
call Mr. Cummings and others like him ‘‘The
Greatest Generation.’’
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to honor World War II Veteran Albert Cummings who served our great nation
from 1944 until 1946. Mr. Cummings answered the call to defend America and distinguished himself during some of the fiercest
campaigns in Europe, including the D-Day Invasion of Normandy on the northern coast of
France.
Mr. Cummings was raised on a farm in
Carrolton, Alabama. He was one of 13 children. Mr. Cummings left the family farm to
fight in World War II. He was 18 years old
when he trained for the U.S. Army Infantry.
Mr. Cummings excelled during his military
service as a Squad Leader. He achieved the
rank of Staff Sergeant (SSG).
Mr. Cummings was wounded as he made
his way to Utah Beach during the invasion of
Normandy. He was shot by a German soldier.
Mr. Cummings was picked up by a MASH unit
and strapped to the top of a field ambulance.
He spent 17 days in a hospital in France. He
was transferred to a hospital in England for
five months. In January 1945, Mr. Cummings
came back to the United States on a Liberty
ship. Liberty ship was the name given to the
EC2, the ship designed for emergency construction by the U.S. Maritime Commission.
While sailing across the Atlantic Ocean, the
ship split in half. These ships traveled in convoys, so he was able to be picked up. Mr.
Cummings continued his recovery at the Augusta Army Hospital in Georgia. He spent a
total of nine months in hospitals in Europe and
the U.S. After his recovery, Mr. Cummings
continued to serve our nation guarding Prisoner of War (POW) camps from Mississippi to
California. He was honorably discharged in
January 1946.
When Mr. Cummings completed his military
service, he took a job as a Trailways bus driv-

PO 00000

Frm 00009

Fmt 0626

Sfmt 9920

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017
Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, over the
25 years of Kazakhstan’s independence, that
country has become a valued member of the
international community. Its commitment to
building a relationship with the United States
has resulted in stronger ties and a strategic
partnership rooted in shared interests.
After
the
Soviet
Union
dissolved,
Kazakhstan inherited the fourth largest nuclear
stockpile in the world. Through President
Nursultan Nazarbayev’s leadership, this nuclear arsenal was decommissioned and the
steadfastness of their government in this matter has become a key part of our bilateral relations.
Today, I would like to call my colleagues’ attention to the international Expo 2017 which
recently opened in the capital city of Astana.
This unique event is focused on addressing
the challenging issues of our time, especially
the need for improved energy solutions. Expo
2017 is expected to draw nearly five million
visitors over just a few months.
I congratulate the leaders and the people of
Kazakhstan on the opening of Expo 2017 and
wish them success as public audiences visit
the exposition and the nation of Kazakhstan.
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is truly
remarkable and moving to witness a student
chosen among their generation to bring strong
direction to their community. As a leader of
leaders, this extraordinary individual contributes their time, energy, and wisdom to create
opportunities for many to succeed. Priscilla
Kirkpatrick, from Franklin, Tennessee, is one
of these distinguished leaders. She was elected as governor of the American Legion Auxiliary’s Volunteer Girls State and was chosen to
be one of the 2017 Girls Nation Nominees.
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