June 26, 2017

is not surprising to me that he hasn’t
wanted to have a committee hearing. It
is not surprising to me that he brought
the bill here on the floor last Thursday, then accused people on the other
side of not having read the bill and still
wants us to act on the bill this Thursday so he can go home before July 4th
and say to the American people: We did
it. We kept our promise. We repealed
ObamaCare. We may have written a
terrible piece of legislation that has
nothing to do with improving your
healthcare,
but
we
repealed
ObamaCare. And he is hoping the
American people won’t notice.
Let me tell you something. The
American people are noticing. There is
a reason why the House bill has the
worst approval rating of any piece of
legislation in modern American history. The American people are not stupid.
I was in Frisco, CO, not that long
ago, which is a place that everybody
should visit from all over the country.
There is tremendous skiing, and there
is tremendous hiking, wonderful people. And before I had the townhall
meeting, I went and visited a
healthcare center there that they are
justifiably proud of. It turns no one
away. It gives phenomenal primary
care. It gives phenomenal dental care.
They have to figure out every week
how to get through, but they always
figure out how to get through so that
people in Frisco and in the surrounding
area have healthcare.
This is not a poor community by
American standards. It is a resort community, but there are people who live
there year-round. I asked the people
who run the clinic: Who are the payers
for healthcare in your clinic? Who are
they? What pays for healthcare here?
And she said: Well, MICHAEL, the Medicaid is 33 percent. That shocked me
because if you are in rural Colorado,
the Medicaid number is usually a lot
higher than that because people don’t
have access to a lot of resources, and
we all know they don’t have access to
a robust insurance market. Thirtythree percent was Medicaid, 53 percent
was uncompensated care, and the rest
was private insurance companies that
pay for the insurance. That shocked
me.
I said: Fifty-three percent is uncompensated care, people with no insurance? How can that be?
She said: These are people in our
community who make too much money
to be eligible for Medicaid, but they
can’t afford private insurance.
They are working full time; that is
not the problem. They are not even—as
I described before in a case where
somebody is paying them too little, so
they are eligible for Medicaid; their
problem is that they are being paid too
much, and they are not eligible for
Medicaid as a result, but they can’t afford private insurance. I think that is
an indictment of the Affordable Care
Act that I accept as somebody who
voted for it. The idea that we would re-
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quire people in America to buy health
insurance and then not have a market
that gave them quality health insurance at an affordable price is ridiculous.
I have had people in rural Colorado
say to me: MICHAEL, look, why are you
requiring me to buy something where
there is not enough competition, so the
premium is high and the deductible is
ridiculous. So it is of no use to my family, and you are requiring me to buy
something that is useless to me. We
should have more competition to drive
down price.
I say: You are 100 percent correct.
And if we had a functioning Congress
that wanted to take a bipartisan approach to fixing that problem, we could
fix it, and there are probably 15 or 20
other things along those lines. But the
Republican healthcare bill—so-called
healthcare bill—does none of that. It
does none of that.
So to the extent that you don’t like
ObamaCare because you feel as though
your premiums are going up and you
are not getting enough for it, as opposed to the millions of people who
have gotten insurance as a result of it,
some for the first time—to the extent
you are worried about that, the House
bill makes it worse and the Senate bill
makes it worse.
There is a projection in the CBO report that says that at a certain point
in time, your premiums might come
down under the Republican bill, but
the reason for that is because you will
be buying lousy insurance. It is not because Donald Trump, as he said to the
country, has provided such great
healthcare at a tiny fraction of the
cost. That is not the reason. It is because they provided terrible healthcare
at a fraction of the cost. That is not a
benefit to anybody. If an insurance
company can put you on lifetime caps,
of course they are going to charge you
less.
I am all for working together in a bipartisan way to address the issues in
our healthcare system that, frankly, go
far beyond the Affordable Care Act to
make sure people in America don’t
have to continue to make the choices
people all over the world don’t have to
make about having to stay in a job
they hate because they have to keep
the insurance or being able to quit a
job and do something else because they
know the insurance will be there. Nobody else has to make those decisions.
And nobody else in the world goes
bankrupt because of healthcare, but
that is still a problem in America.
I think fundamentally the problem
we have here tonight is proponents of
this legislation didn’t set out to fix our
healthcare system; they set out to repeal ObamaCare or the cartoon of
ObamaCare they have been running on
for the last 8 years. That is what they
set out to do. Along the way, they obscured it all so they could have the opportunity to cut taxes on the wealthiest Americans—which, for some reason,
is an obsession with some people
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around here—and dramatically cut access to healthcare by poor children.
I know there are people who are hearing this will not believe what I am saying is true. It is true. I hope you will
familiarize yourself with the facts. I
hope, in particular, people who feel the
last bill we considered on this floor
didn’t get the process it deserved—people who quite rightly wanted to make
sure Members of the Senate and the
House had actually read the bill, people
who wanted to know what it was like
to live in a country where your health
insurance is uncertain from month to
month, where you have to decide between paying the rent, buying the food
or being on health insurance; people
who are dealing with and whose families are dealing with the effects of this
terrible opioid crisis that wasn’t even
really a gleam in our eye when we
passed the Affordable Care Act.
I especially say to people living in
rural America how sorry I am that people aren’t paying attention to your
needs; that your hospitals may be cut
because of an ill-considered piece of
legislation which has nothing to do
with delivering healthcare in rural Colorado or rural America.
We can do so much better than this,
but to get to a place, unfortunately,
where Democrats and Republicans have
the opportunity to work together, the
first order of business has to be to defeat the bill on the floor. I hope people
know this is the week when it is critical to call and let your voices be
heard, let people know you expect
something better than what we are getting, and that Americans ought to have
a healthcare system that is affordable,
that is predictable, and that actually
creates stability instead of instability
for their families.
Mr. President, I yield the floor.
I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 2 P.M.
TOMORROW
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 2 p.m. tomorrow.
Thereupon, the Senate, at 9:55 p.m.,
adjourned until Tuesday, June 27, 2017,
at 2 p.m.
f

NOMINATIONS
Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
MARK H. BUZBY, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE MARITIME ADMINISTRATION, VICE PAUL NATHAN JAENICHEN, SR.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
MARIA E. BREWER, OF INDIANA, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER–

E:\CR\FM\G26JN6.047

S26JNPT1

