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a strong statement of support for our 
friends and allies, I urge my colleagues 
to support passage of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H. Res. 397, a reso-
lution that reaffirms the United States’ commit-
ment to Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty 
and its principle of collective defense. 

In the aftermath of World War II, the great-
est conflict in human history, the United 
States, Canada, and their Western Europe al-
lies founded the North American Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) in 1949 in Washington. 

Founded on the principle of collective de-
fense, Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty 
states that, ‘‘The Parties agree that an armed 
attack against one or more of them in Europe 
or North America shall be considered an at-
tack against them all.’’ 

In the 68 years since the Treaty’s ratifica-
tion, Article 5 has only been invoked once, fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001, when NATO members came to the aid 
of the United States. 

NATO sent seven planes with 830 crewmen 
from 13 countries to protect American skies 
until May 2002, marking the first time in Amer-
ican history that the continental United States 
was protected by foreign forces. 

NATO allies and partners have stood with 
the United States in joint operations in the 
Western Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq, and else-
where around the world. 

Until this year, every American president 
since the treaty’s signing in 1949—Truman, 
Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, 
Carter, Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Clinton, 
George W. Bush, and Obama—has publicly 
reaffirmed the American commitment to Article 
5. 

American presidents have affirmed this na-
tion’s commitment to come to the aid of any 
NATO member that is under attack. 

That is the symbolic meaning of the immor-
tal words spoken by President Kennedy in 
West Berlin at the Brandenburg Gate in 1963: 
‘‘Ich bin ein Berliner.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the principle of collective de-
fense is the core of NATO’s founding treaty 
and the NATO alliance has been the back-
bone of American national security and foreign 
policy for nearly 70 years. 

The strength and solidarity of this western 
alliance kept Western Europe whole, pros-
perous, and free and paved the way for the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and the liberation 
of the nations of Eastern and Central Europe, 
many of which have now been integrated into 
NATO. 

The Constitution of the United States grants 
Congress the sole power to declare war, but 
Article 5 does not increase the chance of war. 

Rather, NATO is a bulwark against the out-
break of war because it deters aggression by 
any adversary. 

As a result, NATO is the most successful 
military alliance in world history, successfully 
deterring the outbreak of a third world war, 
seeing the Cold War to a victorious conclu-
sion, and protecting the principle of territorial 
integrity. 

This is why I strongly support H. Res. 397, 
which reaffirms the commitment of the Peo-
ple’s House to Article 5 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty. 

The resolution also expresses support for 
the agreement reached at the 2014 NATO 

Wales Summit calling upon each NATO mem-
ber nation to allocate at least two percent of 
its gross domestic product to defense by 
2024. 

The resolution also condemns any threat to 
the sovereignty, territorial integrity, freedom 
and democracy of any NATO ally and wel-
comes the Republic of Montenegro as the 
29th member of the NATO alliance. 

I urge all Members to join me in affirming 
the commitment of the United States to Article 
5 of the North Atlantic Treaty for this important 
resolution by voting for H. Res. 397. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The ques-
tion is on the motion offered by the 
gentleman from California (Mr. ROYCE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 397. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE VIOLENCE AND 
PERSECUTION IN CHECHNYA 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 351) 
condemning the violence and persecu-
tion in Chechnya, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 351 

Whereas, on April 1, 2017, the Russian 
newspaper Novaya Gazeta reported that au-
thorities in Chechnya, a republic of the Rus-
sian Federation, had abducted, detained, and 
tortured over 100 men due to their actual or 
suspected sexual orientation; 

Whereas multiple independent and first- 
hand accounts have subsequently corrobo-
rated the Novaya Gazeta report, and describe 
a campaign of persecution by Chechen offi-
cials against men due to their actual or sus-
pected sexual orientation; 

Whereas, as a result of this persecution, at 
least three deaths have been reported and 
many individuals have been forced to flee 
Chechnya; 

Whereas Chechen officials have denied the 
existence of such persecution, including 
through a statement by the spokesman for 
Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov that ‘‘You 
cannot arrest or repress people who don’t 
exist in the republic.’’; 

Whereas the same spokesman for Ramzan 
Kadyrov has also stated that ‘‘If such people 
existed in Chechnya, law enforcement would 
not have to worry about them, as their own 
relatives would have sent them to where 
they could never return,’’ and credible re-
ports indicate that Chechen authorities have 
encouraged families to carry out so-called 
‘‘honor killings’’ of relatives due to their ac-
tual or suspected sexual orientation; 

Whereas Chechnya is a constituent repub-
lic of the Russian Federation and subject to 
its laws, and Ramzan Kadyrov was installed 
as the leader of Chechnya by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin; 

Whereas Chechen authorities have a long 
history of violating the fundamental human 

rights of their citizens, including through 
extrajudicial executions, forced disappear-
ances, and torture of government critics; 

Whereas Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov dismissed reports of persecution in 
Chechnya and termed them ‘‘phantom com-
plaints’’; 

Whereas Russia’s Human Rights Ombuds-
man, Tatyana Moskalkova, has also claimed 
that such reports should not be believed be-
cause formal complaints have not been reg-
istered with the appropriate authorities; 

Whereas the Russian Federation is a par-
ticipating State of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe and a sig-
natory to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and thus has agreed to guar-
antee the fundamental human rights of all of 
its citizens; 

Whereas, on April 7, 2017, the United States 
Department of State issued a statement say-
ing ‘‘We categorically condemn the persecu-
tion of individuals based on their sexual ori-
entation’’ and urging the Government of the 
Russian Federation to take steps to ensure 
the release of all those wrongfully detained 
in Chechnya, and to conduct a credible inves-
tigation of the reports; and 

Whereas, on April 17, 2017, United States 
Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki 
Haley issued a statement saying ‘‘Chechen 
authorities must immediately investigate 
these allegations, hold anyone involved ac-
countable, and take steps to prevent future 
abuses. We are against all forms of discrimi-
nation, including against people based on 
sexual orientation. When left unchecked, dis-
crimination and human rights abuses can 
lead to destabilization and conflict.’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns the violence and persecution 
in Chechnya and calls on Chechen officials to 
immediately cease the abduction, detention, 
and torture of individuals on the basis of 
their actual or suspected sexual orientation, 
and hold accountable all those involved in 
perpetrating such abuses; 

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian 
Federation to protect the human rights of 
all its citizens, condemn the violence and 
persecution, investigate these crimes in 
Chechnya, and hold accountable all those in-
volved in perpetrating such abuses; 

(3) calls on the United States Government 
to continue to condemn the violence and per-
secution in Chechnya, demand the release of 
individuals wrongfully detained, and identify 
those individuals whose involvement in this 
violence qualifies for the imposition of sanc-
tions under the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of 
Law Accountability Act of 2012 (Public Law 
112–208; 22 U.S.C. 5811 note) or the Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability 
Act (Public Law 114–328); and 

(4) affirms that the rights to freedom of as-
sembly, association, and expression and free-
dom from extrajudicial detention and vio-
lence are universal human rights that apply 
to all persons, and that countries that fail to 
respect these rights jeopardize the security 
and prosperity of all their citizens. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
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include extraneous material in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the ruler of Chechnya, 
Ramzan Kadyrov, rules a dictatorship 
of medieval brutality. Those who chal-
lenge or simply displease him often dis-
appear in that country, or they are 
murdered outright. 

His latest campaign of persecution is 
aimed at gay men and women, and 
those perceived to be gay, who have 
been abducted, tortured, and even 
killed, with many others that are 
forced to flee the country. When the 
Russian newspaper, Novaya Gazeta, re-
ported these atrocities, his spokesmen 
dismissed the accusations, saying that 
such people ‘‘don’t even exist in the re-
public,’’ and then threatened the jour-
nalists who brought the story to light. 

Caught unaware by the unexpected 
publicity, Chechen authorities have 
choked off independent sources of in-
formation. We do not know the exact 
status of this campaign or its many 
victims, but there is no doubt that the 
situation there for sexual minorities in 
general has long been, and remains, op-
pressive. 

Disturbing reports indicate that 
Kadyrov has now turned his focus from 
abducting and torturing gay men and 
women to pressuring their families to 
murder them through so-called honor 
killings of these men and women. This 
is despicable. 

Vladimir Putin deserves some of the 
blame here. Chechnya is a constituent 
republic of the Russian Federation, of 
which he is the President. As such, he 
has a sworn responsibility to ensure 
that the Russian Constitution is fully 
implemented, which, at least on paper, 
professes to guarantee basic rights for 
all citizens. Russia is also a signatory 
to many international agreements that 
formally commit it to protecting a 
broad array of human rights. 

Yet the Russian Government’s re-
sponse has been largely dismissive, if 
not two-faced. Kremlin spokesmen 
have called the reports phantom com-
plaints, yet also recommended that 
victims report grievances to the 
Chechen authorities accused of car-
rying out the attacks. And, of course, 
there has been no criticism of Kadyrov 
in the Russian state-controlled media— 
barely even a mention of the issue. 

That is why this resolution is of such 
importance. By shining a light on these 
crimes in this dark corner, we seek to 
give hope to those who otherwise may 
have none at all. And we say unequivo-
cally, to Kadyrov, and to Putin, that 
these atrocities are in plain view, and 
that their cowardly and evasive re-
sponses are not fooling anyone. 

I want to thank Chairman Emeritus 
ROS-LEHTINEN, the author of this reso-
lution, and Ranking Member ENGEL for 
their leadership on this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1530 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
measure. Let me first thank my col-
leagues on the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, particularly Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN 
from Florida, and Mr. CICILLINE from 
Rhode Island, for their work on this 
measure, and for their leadership sup-
porting LGBT communities around the 
world. I also thank Chairman ROYCE 
for support of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, day after day, we hear 
new reports of abuse of LGBT individ-
uals in Chechnya. This spring, authori-
ties rounded up hundreds of gay men. 
Some were tortured, some were mur-
dered. Reports from civil society and 
activists tell us that Chechen authori-
ties have rounded up LGBT individuals, 
beaten them, tortured them with elec-
tric shocks, and outed them to their 
families in the perverse hope of pro-
voking so-called ‘‘honor killings.’’ This 
is horrific. 

Let’s not forget that Chechnya is 
part of Russia, as the chairman said. 
These crimes—this disregard for 
human rights and human dignity lie at 
the feet of Vladimir Putin and his 
crony in Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov. 

No one anywhere should face vio-
lence, persecution, or death because of 
who they love. ‘‘Gay rights are human 
rights, and human rights are gay 
rights,’’ as Hillary Clinton said when 
she was Secretary of State. But under 
Putin’s rule, those rights are a myth. 

So I was disappointed when Sec-
retary Tillerson testified before the 
Foreign Affairs Committee about 
whether those atrocities were on the 
agenda with his Russian counterparts. 
‘‘These are on the pending list,’’ he 
told us. 

The United States should never put 
basic human rights on the ‘‘pending 
list.’’ Unless we shed a light on these 
abuses and demand that they be 
stopped, we are betraying our most 
fundamental values. So today I am 
glad the House, in a bipartisan way, is 
speaking out to condemn this violence 
and persecution, to stand up for the 
freedoms of assembly and expression, 
and to say that we believe that LGBT 
rights are human rights that must be 
protected around the world. 

I am glad to support this measure. 
Again, I thank Chairman ED ROYCE, 
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, and DAVID 
CICILLINE. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 5 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN), the chairman emeritus of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and, 
of course, the author of this measure. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank, as always, our esteemed chair-
man, Mr. ROYCE from California, as 
well as Mr. ENGEL from New York, who 

really run our committee in the most 
fair, bipartisan way possible. 

I think that our committee is an ex-
ample for the rest of the House. But I 
am so grateful to have worked along-
side my chairman and ranking mem-
ber, and all of the colleagues in the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee in a 
bipartisan manner; particularly, Mr. 
ISSA, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. SMITH, and Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, in introducing and bring-
ing to the floor this important resolu-
tion, H. Res. 351, Condemning the Vio-
lence and Persecution in Chechnya. 

Since early April, there have been 
credible reports that gay or perceived- 
to-be-gay men in the Russian republic 
of Chechnya have been rounded up, 
have been detained, have been put into 
prison camps by the authorities of 
Chechnya. And according to inter-
national human rights groups and ac-
tivists on the ground, the situation has 
rapidly escalated. Despite the inter-
national attention and the rage, the 
beatings and torture did not stop. Men 
continued to be tortured on a daily 
basis, and, allegedly, at least 20 men 
have been killed. 

The latest reports indicate that les-
bians are also being targeted now. This 
government campaign targeting LGBT 
individuals is also inciting ‘‘honor 
killings.’’ Families are being threat-
ened and act out of fear of also being 
persecuted. This is appalling. 

Putin has given free rein to the 
Chechen leader and has significant in-
fluence over what goes on in Chechnya. 
Let’s not forget Russia’s deplorable 
human rights record of silencing reli-
gious minorities, of prohibiting free-
dom of expression, of restricting free 
association of LGBT individuals. This 
is Russia’s record. It is Chechnya’s as 
well. 

Nothing has been done. No perpetra-
tors have been brought to justice. This 
is why it is up to us in the United 
States to not sit idly by while this 
state-sponsored persecution is ongoing. 
This bipartisan resolution, Mr. Speak-
er, does not only shed light on this 
dreadful human rights disaster, but it 
also calls on the officials of Chechnya 
to immediately put an end to the ab-
duction and violence of individuals 
based on their real or perceived sexual 
orientation. 

It calls on Putin to uphold the inter-
national commitments and protect the 
human rights of all people upon which 
Russia has entered. They have signed 
these commitments, yet they don’t ful-
fill them. It holds accountable those 
individuals in the attacks who will also 
be sanctioned under two existing U.S. 
sanctions laws that we have passed: 
Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Ac-
countability Act and the Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Account-
ability Act. 

Today, this body has the ability to 
once again be that strong voice for 
human rights of all individuals and to 
send a clear message to any oppressor 
that the United States will not turn a 
blind eye against violence, harassment, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:51 Jun 28, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K27JN7.078 H27JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5216 June 27, 2017 
and discrimination, no matter where it 
happens. 

As a country, we have the responsi-
bility to promote our deeply cherished 
American values and reaffirm our com-
mitment to fundamental freedom, es-
pecially for those who live under the 
shadow of oppression and tyranny. We 
stand in solidarity with the persecuted, 
with the religious minorities, with the 
ethnic groups, with the suppressed 
women, and, in this case, with the 
LGBT community, because the respect 
of human rights of all people remains a 
U.S. foreign policy priority. 

I thank my colleagues for their over-
whelming support from both sides of 
the aisle who have supported this im-
portant resolution, which sends a uni-
fied message that the United States is 
committed to promoting human rights 
and that this crisis must end now be-
cause this matter is not just an LGBT 
issue—as important as it is—it is a 
human life matter and it deserves sup-
port from all of us. 

Everyone deserves dignity. Everyone 
deserves respect in the place they call 
home, no matter where that is around 
the world. It is time to put an end to 
Chechnya’s barbaric LGBT purge. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
for the time and I thank the ranking 
member as well. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentleman from Rhode 
Island (Mr. CICILLINE), a coauthor of 
this resolution and someone who is 
fighting for human rights all the time. 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from New York for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support H. Res. 
351, which condemns the violence and 
persecution against LGBT or per-
ceived-to-be LGBT individuals in 
Chechnya. 

This resolution is an example of the 
strong bipartisanship of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee under the lead-
ership of Chairman ED ROYCE and 
Ranking Member ELIOT ENGEL. I thank 
my good friend, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, 
who has long been a champion of the 
dignity of all people around the world, 
for introducing H. Res. 351. I also thank 
the chairman and ranking member for 
working with us to ensure this resolu-
tion was passed without delay and with 
the support of the full committee. 

On April 1 of this year, the Novaya 
Gazeta, one of the few independent 
Russian newspapers, posted a chilling 
report detailing a concerted campaign 
by Chechen authorities to identify, 
round up, torture, and murder gay or 
perceived-to-be-gay men and women in 
the Chechen region of Russia. 

Dozens of suspected LGBT men and 
some women have been rounded up 
with estimates of more than 100 people 
being detained, and at least three mur-
dered, maybe many more. Chechen 
leader Ramzan Kadyrov has denied the 
reports. When confronted with accusa-
tions, his spokesman denied there were 
any gay people in Chechnya, and ex-
plained that, ‘‘If there were such people 

in Chechnya, law enforcement agencies 
wouldn’t need to have anything to do 
with them because their relatives 
would send them somewhere from 
which there is no returning.’’ 

In fact, there have been credible re-
ports that Chechen authorities have 
forced family members of those de-
tained or those suspected of being gay 
to commit ‘‘honor killings’’ or face vio-
lence and retaliation against their en-
tire families. 

Chechnya is a small, conservative re-
gion of Russia, and LGBT people there 
face a level of isolation and danger 
that is unthinkable to those of us liv-
ing in the freedom of the United 
States. Even those who have managed 
to escape Chechnya continue to face 
danger from extended family members 
or Chechen authorities within Russia 
and even parts of Europe. 

That is why it is so important that 
the United States work with our part-
ners in Europe and assist in making 
sure that those fleeing the violence in 
Chechnya are relocated somewhere 
they can be safe. H. Res. 351 condemns 
the violence and persecution against 
LGBT individuals in Chechnya and 
calls on Chechen officials to imme-
diately cease the abduction, detention, 
and torture of individuals on the basis 
of their actual or suspected sexual ori-
entation, and hold accountable all 
those involved in perpetrating such 
abuses. 

Furthermore, this resolution calls on 
the government of the Russian Federa-
tion to protect the human rights of all 
its citizens, condemn the violence and 
persecution, investigate these crimes 
in Chechnya, and hold accountable all 
of those involved in perpetrating such 
abuses. 

We must remember that President 
Kadyrov is a close ally of President 
Putin, and that the Russian Govern-
ment has essentially sanctioned the 
atrocities that are being carried out on 
its soil. That is why it is so important 
that representatives of the United 
States Government, at the highest lev-
els, raise this issue with President 
Putin and other Russian officials. 

I was extremely disappointed when 
Secretary of State Tillerson appeared 
before the Foreign Affairs Committee 
earlier this month and admitted that 
neither he nor the President had raised 
this issue with anyone in the Russian 
Government. The United States must 
make it clear that human rights abuses 
will not be tolerated. 

The President, the Secretary of 
State, and other senior officials must 
raise this issue consistently with the 
Russian Government and make it clear 
that they must protect the lives and 
safety of all Russian citizens. 

Additionally, the Trump administra-
tion must take steps to ensure that 
any Russian officials involved in these 
atrocities are being sanctioned under 
the Sergei Magnitsky Act and the 
Global Magnitsky Human Rights Ac-
countability Act, which we passed last 
year. Events like these are exactly why 

these bills were passed, to ensure that 
government officials involved in gross 
human rights abuses do not have the 
privilege of accessing American mar-
kets or traveling to the United States. 

Furthermore, the administration 
should be working in concert with our 
European allies to ensure that Russia 
is being held to its international obli-
gations and treaties. The lives of vul-
nerable men and women are at stake, 
and every day that we remain silent, 
we condemn more to a dark fate. 

I am pleased that the House is con-
sidering this resolution tonight. I urge 
my colleagues to support it. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. CONNOLLY), a valued member of 
the committee. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my good friend for yielding. 

I rise to remind us that Martin Lu-
ther King once said: ‘‘Injustice any-
where threatens justice everywhere.’’ 

We are all in this together. The idea 
that we can cherry-pick whose rights 
we will proclaim and defend is a mis-
taken notion. It is also un-American. 
So the future rights of LGBT members 
in Chechnya are important to Ameri-
cans, and we need to stand up for their 
security, their safety, and their funda-
mental human rights. 

This resolution is important. I con-
gratulate the chairman and ranking 
member for bringing it before us. I con-
gratulate my good friend, ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN, and DAVID CICILLINE for 
their leadership. I am proud to support 
this resolution today. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield myself the 
balance of my time. 

Let me, first of all, again thank Rep-
resentative ROS-LEHTINEN, who is al-
ways working really hard and is on top 
of issues that are so important. We 
really appreciate her leadership and ev-
erything she does in the committee; 
Mr. CICILLINE, who has fought for 
LGBT rights; and, of course, my part-
ner on the committee, Chairman 
ROYCE. Things like this show the bipar-
tisanship of our committee, which I 
think is really important. 

Occasionally we hear talk about 
Vladimir Putin that implies some sort 
of moral equivalency between the way 
he runs Russia and American policies. 
If you want to know how false that 
comparison is, take a look at what is 
happening in Chechnya. Take a look at 
the violence that Putin’s thugs are 
waging against innocent citizens. That 
is how Putin regards the rights of his 
own people. That is what we are here 
to condemn today. 

The United States should continue to 
make advancing and protecting human 
rights a foreign policy priority, includ-
ing the rights of LGBT communities. 
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I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this measure. 

I thank Chairman ROYCE, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as an original cosponsor 
of this bill, I, again, thank Chairman 
Emeritus ROS-LEHTINEN. I thank Rank-
ing Member ENGEL, as well as Rep-
resentatives DARRELL ISSA, DAVID 
CICILLINE, CHRIS SMITH, and GERRY 
CONNOLLY for their important work on 
this resolution. 

The abduction, torture, and targeted 
killings that we are seeing in Chechnya 
are an affront to the core universal val-
ues that all nation-states must strive 
to protect. The U.S. has a long history 
of speaking out on behalf of persecuted 
minorities, and that is what we are 
doing here today. 

We cannot end injustice everywhere, 
but we can expose it. We can bring it to 
the world’s attention and, in so doing, 
give hope to its innocent victims. 

I ask all Members to speak clearly 
and to speak unanimously in con-
demning this violence. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 351, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1545 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 397, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 497, by the yeas and nays; and 
H.R. 220, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

REAFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY OR-
GANIZATION’S PRINCIPLE OF 
COLLECTIVE DEFENSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 397) solemnly 
reaffirming the commitment of the 
United States to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization’s principle of col-
lective defense as enumerated in Arti-
cle 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 423, nays 4, 
not voting 6, as follows: 

[Roll No. 328] 

YEAS—423 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 

Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hanabusa 
Handel 
Harper 

Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 

Maloney, 
Carolyn B. 

Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Marshall 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 

Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 

Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—4 

Biggs 
Duncan (TN) 

Jones 
Massie 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cummings 
Long 

Napolitano 
Renacci 

Scalise 
Stivers 

b 1614 

Mr. BIGGS changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. WITTMAN and ELLISON 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SANTA ANA RIVER WASH PLAN 
LAND EXCHANGE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN). The unfinished business is 
the vote on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 497) to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to 
convey certain public lands in San 
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