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OF CALIFORNIA
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Monday, July 10, 2017
Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor bloomers, a full-service
floral shop in San Francisco, California, upon
their 40th Anniversary.
On July 9, 1977, Patric Powell opened
bloomers, which offers artistic arrangements
designed with fresh flowers of exceptional
quality. bloomers’ reputation for excellent service and beautiful arrangements has established an incredibly high standard in the flower
community. Patric and the designers at bloomers have decades of experience choosing
local flowers and materials to incorporate into
their designs.
After many years of cultivating relationships
in the business, Patric and his employees
have become good friends with their customers and the wider community. Their work
has brought delight, happiness and pleasure
to many people over the years. Patric also frequently donates flowers, arrangements and
gift certificates to local schools, churches and
charities.
Making it in the small business universe is
a challenge for anyone. Establishing a business that is successful for 40 years is a testament to Patric’s business acumen and his wisdom in hiring and retaining talented people.
Success only happens when a great boss
cares about both his business and the people
that work for him. Patric is passionate about
his work and is committed and loyal to his employees and customers. His employees praise
Patric as the most kind, generous and dedicated person they know.
Mr. Speaker, Patric T. Powell and bloomers
has been providing well-designed floral arrangements to his customers in the Bay Area
of California for the past 40 years. I am proud
of this hardworking man and everyone that
has made bloomers a success over the years.
It is fitting and proper that we honor them here
today.

Originally founded in 1982 in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, by a small group of individuals including Pastor Hawthorne and First Lady Hawthorne, Labor of Love Ministries has grown
substantially to fulfill its mission of offering religious and education services to the community at large. In addition to holding regular
prayer services, Labor of Love provides a variety of additional spiritual, counseling and support services to meet the needs of its congregation. These include training programs for
those with individuals with a variety of backgrounds, as well as mission trips overseas for
members of the church. Additionally, the
church organizes charity drives and volunteer
efforts to assist those in need in nearby communities, and these initiatives have helped
provide important aid to less fortunate members of the congregation and groups in need.
Collectively, these efforts by Pastor Hawthorne
and others have helped establish Labor of
Love as an effective organization that provides
important services and support throughout the
community.
Labor of Love Ministries has provided key
spiritual guidance and assistance to its congregation and the greater southeast Michigan
community. Throughout its 35 years, the
church has continued to grow to meet the
evolving needs of its members, and its new
building will allow it to better serve those in
need while fulfilling its mission of spiritual outreach and education. The growth and development of Labor of Love Ministries underscores
its effectiveness in serving the community, and
it is my hope that the church’s new facilities in
Pittsfield Township will allow it to strengthen
its offerings in the coming years.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Labor of Love Ministries for 35
years of service and religious guidance. The
organization has had a significant impact
through its religious and charitable initiatives.
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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Labor of Love Ministries for 35
years of service to the southeast Michigan
community and the groundbreaking for its new
building in Pittsfield Township. Labor of Love
has impacted countless lives through its outreach and religious service locally and internationally.

Monday, July 10, 2017
Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor Francisca ‘‘Cisca’’ P.
Tisher upon her retirement as a judge on the
Superior Court of Napa County in California.
She is retiring after more than 20 years of judicial experience and service and has been an
active member of our community for many
years during her successful career.
Born in the Netherlands, Judge Tisher emigrated with her family at the age of three. She
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from the University of California, Davis in
1974. She went on to earn her Juris Doctorate
degree in 1980 from the Empire College
School of Law in Santa Rosa, California, and
was admitted to the California State Bar later
that year.

Prior to her appointment as a judge, Judge
Tisher specialized in family law. She and her
husband Tim have three children, so she
worked hard to balance her family life and her
career. In 1993, she received the Pro Bono
Attorney of the Year Award for Napa County.
Judge Tisher was appointed to the Napa
County Superior Court by California Governor
Pete Wilson in 1995, becoming the first female
judge on the court. She served as the presiding judge from 2006 to 2008. Over her 22
years as a judge, Judge Tisher ruled on many
cases on a variety of topics. For Judge Tisher,
no case was trivial, and every case mattered
and was important to the parties involved.
In addition to her work in the judiciary,
Judge Tisher has been an active member of
the Napa community. She has served on several boards, including the Napa Valley Domestic Violence and Prevention Board and the
Napa Valley Activity Center Board. Judge
Tisher is a compassionate and determined individual, and she has made a tremendous impact on Napa County.
Mr. Speaker, Francisca ‘‘Cisca’’ P. Tisher
has led a long career in our community’s judicial system. She is an active member of our
community. Therefore, it is fitting and proper
that we honor her here today and extend our
best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
f
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Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
celebrate the 82nd birthday of His Holiness
the XIV Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatsu. Born on
July 6th, 1935 to a farming family in Northeastern Tibet, His Holiness was recognized as
the reincarnation of the previous Dalai Lama
at the age of two.
Unlike previous Dalai Lamas, His Holiness
has visited the west many times to speak with
religious and political leaders on the importance of understanding and respect among
faiths. His efforts toward peace and universal
values of tolerance and compassion earned
him the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989.
My district has had the honor of hosting His
Holiness four times to speak at my Alma
Mater, the University of California, Santa Barbara. The University has now established a Tibetan Studies endowment in his honor, the
XIV Dalai Lama Endowed Chair in Tibetan
Buddhism and Cultural Studies.
His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s commitment
to preserving Tibetan culture, and his teachings which promote respect for human rights
and non-violent solutions are invaluable lessons for the world.
Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join with the
global religious community in wishing the
XIVth Dalai Lama a very happy birthday.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to the life of a respected
public official and very dear friend, Lorain City
Councilman Eddie C. Edwards. He passed
away peacefully on June 27, 2017, after courageously battling illness over the last several
years. Please let me offer the deepest condolences of our entire citizenry to his son Gregory Edwards, daughter Darnisha Hunter and
the countless friends and family whose lives
he touched. A true public servant in the every
sense, Eddie dedicated his life not only to
making government work better for the people
he served, but by striving to make the lives of
all people, better.
Eddie began his career in politics in 1996,
first elected to represent South Lorain’s Fifth
Ward. Throughout his eighteen years of service on City Council, Eddie fought hard for his
community—making his neighborhood safer,
parks cleaner, improving education in schools
and working toward enhancing and growing
small businesses.
While Councilman Edward’s service to the
City of Lorain will forever be remembered, Eddie’s contributions to the Lorain community
started decades earlier.
Born and raised in the small town of
Dyersberg, Tennessee, Eddie moved to Lorain
when he was 20 years old, with less than 13
dollars in his pocket, seeking a better life. He
immediately enrolled in school studying business and construction management, which
jumpstarted a new life of helping build Lorain
forward.
Eddie, who was the owner-operator of
Edwards Trucking & Excavating for more than
two decades, understood the role small businesses play in driving healthy local economies. Moreover, Eddie knew the value of minority owned small businesses. As a founding
member of the Lorain County Minority Contractors Association and Executive Board
Member of the Minority Trucking and Transportation Association—Eddie paved the way
for countless entrepreneurs to use their skills,
grow our local economy and improve our community. His friends, family and colleagues recall his passion and willingness to stand up
and speak his mind, always working toward
equal rights and fighting for those left behind.
During the rise of the civil rights movement,
Eddie was a founding member of the Committee for Positive Change in the Black Community and was the past president of the Lorain NAACP. And as an ordained Baptist Deacon, Eddie was a true champion and relentless advocate for African Americans and all
those in need throughout our community.
A man of strong faith, Eddie worked each
day fighting for those less fortunate. I myself
recall a time when Eddie and I joined the Full
Gospel Ministries and Pathways Enrichment
Center in Lorain, planting a community garden
as part of a community driven effort to
produce fresh fruits and vegetables for the
local food pantry.
As an African American, there is no question Councilman and businessman Edwards
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wrote a new chapter in the history of Lorain.
As a man and leader in the community, the
successes and struggles of Eddie’s generous
life represent a beacon for generations to follow.
Last year, The Smithsonian opened the only
national museum solely dedicated to recording
and underscoring African Americans’ many
contributions in art, history, culture and life. I
would like to submit this Congressional
Record to the National Museum of African
American History and Culture on behalf Eddie’s family to hallmark the life and lasting
contributions of a true public servant.
Today, my thoughts and prayers are with
the entire Edwards family. Mr. Speaker, I ask
you to join me in honoring Eddie C. Edwards,
a loyal friend, a defender of democracy, a true
public servant, a dedicated father, a loving
husband and a courageous man.
f
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Monday, July 10, 2017
Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor sisters, Ms. Carmela
Sandoval and Ms. Maria Sanchez, whom I
have selected to receive the American Dream
Award for California’s 5th Congressional District. This award recognizes the achievements
of immigrants in my district who have made
remarkable contributions to our communities in
the areas of Arts and Culture, Professional
Achievement, Entrepreneurship and Innovation, or Community Service. Ms. Sandoval and
Ms. Sanchez are very deserving of this award
and recognition.
Ms. Sandoval and Ms. Sanchez are daughters of Mexican immigrants to the United
States. Together they own and manage Bere’s
Bridal and Christening Wear in Vallejo, California. They are both successful and inspiring
community leaders.
Prior to moving to Vallejo, Ms. Sandoval
and Ms. Sanchez grew up and attended
school in Los Angeles. Though she loved
school, Maria had to withdraw to begin working to support her family. Their diligence, perseverance and sacrifice for their family at such
a young age embodies the ideals of the American dream and foreshadows their future roles
as dedicated community leaders in Vallejo,
California.
Carmela and Maria volunteer regularly for
Vallejo Together, a nonprofit in our community
that provides resources to homeless individuals. They also volunteer for Centro Latino, an
organization that advocates for Latino youth in
Vallejo. Every year, the sisters organize a holiday ‘‘posada’’ for underserved children, which
includes a gift drive and a hot meal for all the
youth in attendance. While Carmela and Maria
are ambitious leaders, they remain humble
and willing to lend a helping hand. Both sisters
take pride in being loving parents, and, for
Maria, being a grandparent as well.
Mr. Speaker, we recognize Ms. Carmela
Sandoval and Ms. Maria Sanchez for their
achievements and for enriching our community. It is fitting and proper that we honor them
here today with the American Dream Award.
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TRUMP’S VOTER FRAUD COMMISSION IS A FRAUD AND SHOULD
BE DISBANDED NOW
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, unable to
cope with the brutal fact that he lost the popular vote to Hillary Clinton by 2.9 million votes,
the largest vote deficit of any president in
American history, Donald Trump tweeted that
he would have won the popular vote but for
‘‘millions of people who voted illegally.’’
Instead of producing any credible evidence
to support this claim, a hoax that has been repeatedly and decisively debunked by experts,
the President doubled down and issued an
Executive Order establishing the ‘‘Presidential
Advisory Commission on Election Integrity’’
(PACEI), appointing Kris Kobach, anti-immigration warrior and poster-child for voter fraud
conspiratorialists everywhere, to lead the
Commission.
It would be more accurate to characterize
the PACEI as the ‘‘Presidential Advisory Commission on Voter Suppression.’’ Voter suppression is real but the oft-repeated claim that
American elections are rife with voter fraud is
a myth.
According to a comprehensive 2014 study
published in The Washington Post, out of
more than a billion votes cast between 2000
and 2014, only 31 credible instances of impersonation fraud were found, and even this tiny
number was likely inflated because the study’s
author counted not just voter fraud prosecutions or convictions but all credible claims. Numerous other reports have reached the same
conclusion.
Any lingering doubt regarding the true purpose of the PACEI should be laid to rest by
the request made by Commissioner Kobach
on June 28, 2017 when he wrote each of the
nation’s state secretaries of state requesting
that they provide the Commission with ‘‘the full
first and last names of all registrants, middle
names or initials if available, addresses, dates
of birth, political party (if recorded in your
state), last four digits of social security number
if available, voter history (elections voted in)
from 2006 onward, active/inactive status, cancelled status, information regarding any felony
convictions, information regarding voter registration in another state, information regarding
military status, and overseas citizen information.’’
The information requested by the Commission will not prevent voter fraud. It will violate
rather than protect voter privacy.
And it will make it easier to craft legislation
and devise campaign strategies intended to
suppress the vote in urban clusters and
among targeted demographic groups, particularly minority voters.
It is important that all voters, and the people
of the 18th Congressional District of Texas
whom I am privileged to represent, be fully
protected.
While supplying only public voter information
may seem secure, the sad fact is that it is not.
There is no publicly accessible database of
voter registration information in any of the 50
states or the District of Columbia.
That is because information of this kind is
protected from public disclosure under the settled principle of ‘‘collective privacy’’ recognized
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