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DePaul School of Law, an M.A. in legislative affairs and health policy from
George Washington University, and her
B.A. from Valparaiso University.
Kim has long been recognized nationally as an expert in healthcare compliance and fraud and abuse issues, but in
2016, that recognition culminated in
her receiving the Healthcare Compliance and Ethics Professional of the
Year award from the Society for Corporate Compliance and Ethics and the
Health Care Compliance Association.
While I am sure to speak for all of
my staff and fellow Senators when I
say that we will miss Kim, I think I
can also say, with confidence, that we
have the greatest faith in Kim. Yes, we
will probably have strikes due to the
absence of Kim’s baked goods, and yes,
our oversight and Medicaid efforts will
not be the same without Kim, but this
is important work we are all engaged
in, and it would be wrong to bar our
great country from the service of this
wonderful and highly talented friend of
mine.
Before I conclude, though, I would
like to harken back to one of my favorite stories about Kim.
It was in the wake of the Lois Lerner
debacle. Kim and her team spent more
than a dozen months hashing out a
highly detailed and important investigation that revealed quite a bit more
than what we were initially expecting.
In the end, Kim and her team interviewed more than 32 current and
former IRS and Treasury employees
and reviewed nearly 1.5 million pages
of documents. The fruit of their labor
was a staggering and included a fourpart treatise on the IRS’s processing of
501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) applications for
tax-exempt status. There were thousands of pages of appendices and hundreds of pages of report text.
Before the report was finalized, however, I wanted to be sure I had read
every word. Aside from the hefty
amount of reading, it also created
problems because the text included
confidential taxpayer information and
only those with clearance could enter
my office while I reviewed the text.
Kim’s humor, wit, and zealous optimism kept me alert and motivated
throughout the investigation of those
hundreds of pages, and while I have always cherished Kim’s famous cookies,
they never tasted better than they did
then.
Now, I had always appreciated Kim,
but in this instance, her commitment
to detail and integrity really struck
me. To ensure that the product coming
out of the committee was a complete
and accurate one, she went back to the
IRS to confirm that the committee had
all relevant documents. Only then did
we discover the thousands of pages of
missing emails which would become a
critical part of the investigation. If it
weren’t for Kim’s hard work and intellectual rigor, we would have never discovered this fact, and throughout the
investigation, which was often heated
and impassioned on both sides of the
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aisle, Kim was fair, honest, and worked
hard to keep the inquiry bipartisan,
something no other committee in Congress could do.
This and many other incredible
memories of Kim will be with me forever, and words can’t quite say how
truly grateful I am to have Kim help
me make all those memories these past
several years.
Our work in the Nation’s Capital can
get ugly sometimes. It can be partisan.
We often wonder whether we can still
get good people to go into public service, but then we are reminded that
there are good people in this town who
repeatedly answer the call to public
service. Kim Brandt is one of these—
and she is one of the best. The Finance
Committee, the Senate, CMS, and, in
honesty, the United States of America
is lucky to have her in these roles, and
we thank her for her hard work.
I am going to miss you, Kim.
I want to wish Kim, her beloved pup
Sherlock, and her family all of the
best. I feel no need to hesitate when I
say that we are all proud of you and
will miss you dearly.
Thank you.
f

CYSTINURIA AWARENESS DAY
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize June 24 as Cystinuria
Awareness Day and to offer my support
to the International Cystinuria Foundation as the organization continues
its excellent work promoting knowledge of this disease within the research
and medical communities, as well as
providing resources for those affected
by cystinuria.
Cystinuria is an inherited disease
characterized by high concentrations
of the amino acid cysteine in the urine,
leading to the formation of cysteine
stones in the kidneys and urinary
tract. It is a rare disease that affects
roughly 1 in every 7,000 people, including an estimated 130 Granite Staters.
Cystinuria is a painful and often debilitating condition. Those who suffer
from it can experience kidney stones as
frequently as daily, causing many to
lose weeks of work each year. Many
sufferers use prescription painkillers to
cope with the disease, and tragically,
some develop substance use disorders.
Cystinuria does not discriminate, affecting people of all genders, races,
ethnicities, and ages. There is not yet
a cure, and the disease is frequently
misdiagnosed. I sincerely hope that
this day of awareness will help in advancing research into the causes of the
disease as well as possible therapies
and cures. Because cystinuria is a rare
disease, there is an acute need for more
aggressive research, including at the
National Institutes of Health. In addition to supporting important funding
for research, we can also do our part by
also advocating for awareness for the
disease. Fortunately, the Affordable
Care
Act
protects
those
with
cystinuria and other preexisting conditions from discrimination by health insurance companies.

PO 00000

Frm 00013

Fmt 0624

Sfmt 0634

Cystinuria Awareness Day is a valuable opportunity for Americans to
learn about this condition and offer
support to those living with it. I am
grateful
to
the
International
Cystinuria Foundation for its commitment to raising awareness of the disease, advocating for research, and providing support for those suffering from
cystinuria.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
At 7:26 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:
H.R. 3298. An act to authorize the Capitol
Police Board to make payments from the
United States Capitol Police Memorial Fund
to employees of the United States Capitol
Police who have sustained serious line-ofduty injuries, and for other purposes.
f

MEASURES REFERRED
The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:
H.R. 3298. An act to authorize the Capitol
Police Board to make payments from the
United States Capitol Police Memorial Fund
to employees of the United States Capitol
Police who have sustained serious line-ofduty injuries, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Rules and Administration.
f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
The following reports of committees
were submitted:
By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:
S. 595. A bill to provide U.S. Customs and
Border Protection with additional flexibility
to expedite the hiring process for applicants
for law enforcement positions, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 115–133).
By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, with amendments:
S. 760. A bill to expand the Government’s
use and administration of data to facilitate
transparency, effective governance, and innovation, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
115–134).
By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
without amendment:
S. 756. A bill to reauthorize and amend the
Marine Debris Act to promote international
action to reduce marine debris, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 115–135).
By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute:
S. 1096. A bill to amend and enhance certain maritime programs of the Department
of Transportation, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 115–136).
f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS
The following bills and joint resolutions were introduced, read the first
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By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. SHELBY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
INHOFE, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mrs.
ERNST):
S. 1616. A bill to award the Congressional
Gold Medal to Bob Dole, in recognition for
his service to the nation as a soldier, legislator, and statesman; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. JOHNSON, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. HEITKAMP, and
Mr. CRUZ):
S. 1617. A bill to designate the checkpoint
of the United States Border Patrol located
on United States Highway 77 North in
Sarita, Texas, as the ‘‘Javier Vega, Jr. Border Patrol Checkpoint’’; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
By Ms. STABENOW:
S. 1618. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for purposes of the tax on
private foundation excess business holdings
to treat as outstanding any employee-owned
stock purchased by a business enterprise
pursuant to certain employee stock ownership retirement plans; to the Committee on
Finance.
By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms.
DUCKWORTH):
S.
1619.
A
bill
to
amend
the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to extend
the interest rate limitation on debt entered
into during military service to debt incurred
during military service to consolidate or refinance student loans incurred before military service; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.
By Mr. COTTON (for himself and Mr.
GARDNER):
S. 1620. A bill to enhance the security of
Taiwan and bolster its participation in the
international community, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
SCHATZ, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. PETERS,
and Mr. WYDEN):
S. 1621. A bill to require the Federal Communications Commission to establish a
methodology for the collection by the Commission of information about commercial
mobile service and commercial mobile data
service, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
By Mr. MENENDEZ:
S. 1622. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act relating to beach monitoring, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
By Mr. MENENDEZ:
S. 1623. A bill to increase the maximum
penalty for unfair and deceptive practices relating to advertising of the costs of air
transportation; to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS
The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:
By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
TILLIS):
S. Res. 229. A resolution recognizing the
contributions of the Montagnard indigenous
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tribespeople of the Central Highlands of
Vietnam to the United States Armed Forces
during the Vietnam War, and condemning
the ongoing violation of human rights by the
Government of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam; to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. REED, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. CARPER,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. NELSON, Mr. COONS, Mr. BOOKER,
Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KING,
Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. WARNER, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. HARRIS, Mr.
MENENDEZ, and Mr. PORTMAN):
S. Res. 230. A resolution designating the
week of September 16 through September 23,
2017, as ‘‘National Estuaries Week’’; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 59, a bill to provide that silencers be treated the same as long
guns.
S. 170

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 170, a bill to provide for nonpreemption of measures by State and
local governments to divest from entities that engage in commerce-related
or investment-related boycott, divestment, or sanctions activities targeting
Israel, and for other purposes.
S. 298

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) and the Senator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as cosponsors of S. 298, a bill to require Senate candidates to file designations,
statements, and reports in electronic
form.
S. 372

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor of S. 372, a bill to amend the
Tariff Act of 1930 to ensure that merchandise arriving through the mail
shall be subject to review by U.S. Customs and Border Protection and to require the provision of advance electronic information on shipments of
mail to U.S. Customs and Border Protection and for other purposes.
S. 407

S. 474

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RISCH) and the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) were added as cospon-
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S. 642

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
642, a bill to restore the integrity of
the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and for other
purposes.
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were
added as cosponsors of S. 693, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to increase the number of permanent
faculty in palliative care at accredited
allopathic and osteopathic medical
schools, nursing schools, social work
schools, and other programs, including
physician assistant education programs, to promote education and research in palliative care and hospice,
and to support the development of faculty careers in academic palliative
medicine.
S. 860

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 860, a bill to reauthorize
and improve the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974,
and for other purposes.
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
860, supra.
S. 980

At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 980, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide for payments for certain
rural health clinic and Federally qualified health center services furnished to
hospice patients under the Medicare
program.
S. 1002

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 407, a bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend the railroad track maintenance credit.
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S. 497

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 497, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to provide
for Medicare coverage of certain
lymphedema compression treatment
items as items of durable medical
equipment.

S. 693

S. 59

PO 00000

sors of S. 474, a bill to condition assistance to the West Bank and Gaza on
steps by the Palestinian Authority to
end violence and terrorism against
Israeli citizens.

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 1002, a bill to enhance the ability of community financial institutions
to foster economic growth and serve
their communities, boost small businesses, increase individual savings, and
for other purposes.
S. 1014

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
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