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professionals and Rotarians who volunteer 
countless hours of their time to this worthy en-
deavor. Multi-disciplinary teams of medical 
professionals travel around the world to pro-
vide free training to care for the children, in 
addition to the free reconstructive surgery. 
These volunteers help foster Rotaplast’s mis-
sion of building goodwill among people from 
different countries, languages, cultures, and 
ways of life, and the education Rotaplast pro-
vides its patients and their families will help 
improve lives long after Rotaplast leaves. 

Thanks to the support of Rotary Inter-
national and the many Rotary Clubs and Dis-
tricts around the world who have participated 
in this program, Rotaplast International’s work 
in my district and around the world has been 
exemplary. It is therefore fitting to honor and 
thank Rotaplast for 25 years of success in 
changing children’s lives and adhering to Ro-
tary International’s motto of ‘‘doing good in the 
world.’’ I offer them my sincere congratulations 
and best wishes for many more years of serv-
ice. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE STATE 
STREET ART FAIR’S 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the organizers and artists of the 
Ann Arbor State Street Art Fair. For 50 years, 
the Art Fair has showcased work from thou-
sands of artists around the country and helped 
establish Ann Arbor as a center of art and cul-
ture. 

Originally established in 1967, the State 
Street Art Fair hosts approximately 300 artists 
and their works each summer in Ann Arbor for 
four days by the campus of the University of 
Michigan. As one of the four independently 
juried art fairs that operate concurrently each 
summer as the Ann Arbor Art Fair, the State 
Street Art Fair is a key part of the city’s cul-
tural scene and has helped establish the city 
as a nexus for artistic excellence. The State 
Street Art Fair and other Ann Arbor art fairs 
collectively attract around 400,000 visitors 
each year and serve as an exhibition of 
award-winning artists as well as the city at 
large. The State Street Art Fair’s rigorous 
screening process for prospective exhibitions 
by a jury of artistic professionals, as well as its 
high standards for entry, have resulted in a re-
nowned art fair that helps draw outstanding 
artists and visitors to the Ann Arbor area. 

The work of the organizers and participants 
have helped make State Street Art Fair one of 
the nation’s premier showcases of artistic tal-
ent. The fair continues to attract a vibrant 
community with expertise in traditional crafts 
of glass, painting and photography, as well as 
new innovative and contemporary mediums of 
expression. In addition to the merchant dis-
plays, the State Street Art Fair also offers live 
entertainment, food from local vendors and 
outdoor shopping. These offerings continue to 
help attract hundreds of thousands of individ-
uals each year while supporting the local com-
munity, and it is my hope that the State Street 
Art Fair continues to build on its successful 
showings in the coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the organizers and participants of 
the State Street Art Fair on the 50th Anniver-
sary of its establishment. The fair continues to 
attract outstanding artists and visitors from 
around the country. 

f 

BORDER WALL 
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OF CALIFORNIA 
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Thursday, July 27, 2017 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
have a few questions for my colleagues 
across the aisle—what can we do with 1.6 bil-
lion dollars? 

How many highways and roads could we 
fix? 

How many Americans could we train for 
good paying jobs, for that amount of money? 

And didn’t the President promise that Ameri-
cans wouldn’t have to pay for a wall? 

Now in one big bill that’s out of regular 
order we are being asked to waste 1.6 billion 
dollars on a wall that would be ineffective and 
offensive to our neighbors? 

In my district, we know that our border is 
our strength, not our weakness. 

San Diego and Tijuana are two regions, but 
we are one community. 

We have worked for years to create an effi-
cient border that allows thousands of people 
to safely cross into our country every day; 
spending money in our stores, paying taxes 
that support our infrastructure, and bringing 
economic stability to our region. 

We cannot allow fear and uncertainty to iso-
late us from the rest of the world, and building 
a wall along our expansive southern border 
would do just that. 
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RECOGNIZING BYRON-BETHANY 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Byron-Bethany Irri-
gation District for being awarded the Associa-
tion of California Water Agencies’ 2017 Excel-
lence in Water Leaders Award. 

Byron-Bethany Irrigation District serves cru-
cial farming communities in California’s Cen-
tral Valley including the city of Tracy, which is 
located in my district. The water they distribute 
allows their customers to cultivate successful 
farmland that both promotes a successful 
economy and feeds the world. 

This award is in recognition of BBID’s bold 
actions in defending the water rights of the 
farming communities within their area of serv-
ice. In the face of the California drought, the 
State Water Resources Control Board issued 
curtailment orders for the local community that 
would drastically affect the crucial farmland 
that BBID serves. The District General Man-
ager, Rick Gilmore, and the district’s seven 
member Board of Directors launched an effec-
tive legal effort to protect the water rights of 
local farming communities. They argued that 
the state’s analysis of available water was in-

accurate. The state’s dismissal of the case 
against BBID in 2016 was a victory for small 
farming districts, and cemented the water 
rights that serve as a foundation for BBID’s 
community. 

The Excellence in Water Leaders Award is 
presented annually by the Association of Cali-
fornia Water Agencies to an individual or 
group that has made a visible contribution to 
California water. ACWA is a statewide asso-
ciation of public agencies and their members 
are responsible for about 90% of water deliv-
ered in California. ACWA’s recognition of 
Byron-Bethany Irrigation District’s impact on 
the water rights for small farming communities 
is an immense honor. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
commending the Byron-Bethany Irrigation Dis-
trict for receiving this impressive award and for 
their exuberance and dedication to our local 
farming communities within California’s Central 
Valley. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALEXANDER X. MOONEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, on Monday I accompanied President Don-
ald J. Trump to his speech at the 2017 Na-
tional Boy Scout Jamboree and thus missed 
votes Monday night. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 408, and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 409. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO 
BAN PRESIDENTS FROM PAR-
DONING THEMSELVES 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I joined 
as an original cosponsor of the Constitutional 
Amendment of AL GREEN of Texas. That 
Amendment states that a President may not 
pardon him or herself for violations of United 
States law. 

I believe that the Amendment is likely un-
necessary. I believe that the Supreme Court, 
in construing the existing Constitution, would 
reach the conclusion that the President’s 
power to pardon does not include the power to 
pardon the President. 

However it is always useful to provide a 
clarification of a meaning of a statute, or even 
a Constitutional provision, whenever any doubt 
its meaning or construction. 

I doubt that the amendment could be adopt-
ed and ratified with sufficient speed to prevent 
the current President from pardoning himself. 
I believe the adoption of the amendment could 
still be useful in providing a clarification should 
this issue arise in future presidencies. 
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