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the MEDS Act changes that. It updates
the law for the 21st century, allowing
for groundbreaking research on the po-
tentially lifesaving benefits of medical
marijuana.

Compounds found in marijuana have
shown promise for treating a wide
range of diseases and disorders, but be-
cause of bureaucratic redtape and fear,
there is a lack of sufficient evidence
about the safety and efficacy of these
compounds. As a result, millions of
Americans are using marijuana for me-
dicinal purposes without there being
the rigorous scientific evidence that we
require all medications to have before
we allow them to be prescribed in this
country. There are currently no Fed-
eral quality control measures for mari-
juana grown for medicinal purposes,
nor is there any quality control for the
marijuana-based medications that pa-
tients eventually use.

Prescribers do not have guidance on
appropriate doses, routes of adminis-
tration, or even the safety of this medi-
cation for populations such as children
or the elderly. This lack of oversight
creates a dangerous environment that
puts American lives at risk. As we con-
tinue to encourage the development of
new therapies for those with severe
medical problems, we must be unre-
lenting in our insistence on scientific
rigor. Using only anecdotal informa-
tion poses a significant public health
risk.

We lack the science to support the
use of medical marijuana products like
CBD oils, not because researchers are
unwilling to do the work but because of
bureaucratic redtape and overregula-
tion. Under current law, those who
want to complete research on the bene-
fits of medical marijuana must engage
in a complex application process and
interact with several Federal agencies.
These regulatory acrobatics can take
researchers over a year, if not more, to
complete, and the longer researchers
have to wait, the longer patients have
to suffer.

Currently, the FDA estimates that a
drug takes a minimum of 7 years to
move from initial studies to FDA ap-
proval. The regulatory hoops that re-
searchers have to jump through signifi-
cantly delay the production of poten-
tially life-changing medications that
Americans need.

To develop more information about
marijuana’s therapeutic potential, we
need robust basic and clinical research.
The MEDS Act would encourage this
research through reduced regulatory
interference, and it would expand
sources of research-grade marijuana
with the assurance of a quality-con-
trolled product. My proposal would
also allow for the commercial produc-
tion of drugs developed from marijuana
once they have been approved by the
FDA.

I am pleased with the legislation that
Senator SCHATZ and I have been able to
craft surrounding CBO oil and medical
research. We are committed to seeing
that this bill becomes law.
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Before I yield the floor, I would like
to take a moment to share my perspec-
tive on the broader discussion of med-
ical marijuana and its implications in
my home State of Utah. In Utah and
across the Nation, opioid abuse con-
tinues to ravage good, hard-working
families who have fallen captive to the
tyranny of addiction. While some peo-
ple are using these prescription drugs
appropriately, others are abusing them
at alarming rates. Because Utahns
have watched their family members,
friends, and neighbors grapple with
this epidemic, many are seeking non-
narcotic alternatives that can help
with pain. Medical marijuana is just
one such alternative, and after careful,
deliberative thought, I have concluded
that it is an alternative worth pur-
suing.

Now let me be clear. My support for
medical marijuana research does not
mean that I believe that marijuana is a
harmless substance. Much to the con-
trary, I continue to believe that mari-
juana can lead to broader drug abuse,
and I am deeply concerned by the cot-
tage industries that are springing up in
States in which marijuana has been le-
galized both for medical and rec-
reational use.

So let me be clear. I am still very
much opposed to the legalization of
recreational marijuana, but I strongly
support research into the medicinal
benefits of marijuana, and I remain
committed to helping patients find the
help they need, whether they suffer
from cancer, severe seizures, or any
other chronic disorder.

In crafting a new regulatory frame-
work to harvest the medicinal benefits
of marijuana while also mitigating its
harmful effects, we must ensure that
any marijuana-derived medications are
prescribed by qualified physicians or
other healthcare providers. Also, if we
make medical marijuana accessible to
those who really need it, we should not
increase access to recreational mari-
juana, nor should we do anything to
promote the industry that has devel-
oped around marijuana dispensaries.

The recreational marijuana industry
has its fair share of budding entre-
preneurs, but these men and women are
in no way qualified to issue prescrip-
tions or give any medical advice what-
soever to people who are suffering from
chronic conditions. Only experienced
medical professionals who have under-
gone years of education and formal
training are qualified to consult pa-
tients who are seeking a marijuana-de-
rived treatment. Only licensed profes-
sionals know how to accurately diag-
nose illnesses and use approved med-
ical treatments to safely treat disease.

Our purpose in advancing medical
marijuana research should be to help
doctors help patients, not to help
dispensaries turn a profit. To that end,
I also believe that treatment options
should focus on noncombustive forms
of marijuana. Our ability to isolate
helpful compounds is advanced enough
to make this plan a reality.
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I understand that medical marijuana
is a difficult issue. I understand that it
is not an issue without controversy,
but we cannot shrink from our duties
simply because they require us to
make hard choices. At present, we have
a duty to help the thousands of Ameri-
cans who are suffering from debili-
tating seizures and chronic pain, who
desperately want help but do not know
where to find it. Passing the MEDS Act
is the first step in giving these men
and women the reprieve they need.

I hope my colleagues will not shy
away from making the hard choices
that will improve people’s lives. The
bill Senator SCHATZ and I introduce
today represents what our two parties
can accomplish when we work together
in good faith. I hope my colleagues will
join us in supporting this commonsense
proposal.

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 251 —AMEND-
ING RULE XXXI OF THE STAND-
ING RULES FOR THE SENATE, TO
PROVIDE FOR TIMELY CONSID-
ERATION OF NOMINATIONS

Mr. GARDNER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. REs. 251

Resolved,

SECTION 1. TIMELY CONSIDERATION OF NOMI-
NATIONS.

Rule XXXI of the Standing Rules of the
Senate is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs 3 through 7
as paragraphs 4 through 8, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph 2 the fol-
lowing:

‘3.(a) In this paragraph, the term ‘basic re-
quirements’ means—

‘(1) an agreement with the Office of Gov-
ernment Ethics;

‘(2) a financial disclosure form;

‘(3) a background check conducted by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation;

‘“(4) a questionnaire of each relevant com-
mittee;

‘(b) tax forms, if required by a relevant
committee; and

‘(6) any other requirements of a relevant
committee.

“(b) If a nomination has not been con-
firmed or rejected not later than 180 days
after the day on which the nominee com-
pletes the basic requirements, the appro-
priate committees shall be automatically
discharged and the nomination shall be eligi-
ble for expedited consideration in accordance
with subparagraph (c).

“(c)(1) The majority leader may provide
notice that a nomination that is eligible for
expedited consideration in accordance with
this subparagraph shall be considered on an
expedited basis.

‘(2) Notwithstanding rule XXII, expedited
consideration of a covered nomination under
this subparagraph, including consideration
of any debatable motion or appeal in connec-
tion therewith shall be limited to 2 hours,
evenly divided in the usual form.”.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 252—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2017 AS
“NATIONAL SPINAL CORD IN-
JURY AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. RuUBIO (for
himself and Mr. NELSON)) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 252

Whereas more than 285,000 individuals in
the United States live with spinal cord inju-
ries, which cost society billions of dollars in
health care costs and lost wages;

Whereas there are approximately 17,500
new spinal cord injuries in the United States
each year;

Whereas more than 40,000 spinal cord in-
jury victims are veterans who suffered a spi-
nal cord injury while serving in the Armed
Forces;

Whereas motor vehicle accidents are the
leading cause of spinal cord injuries and the
third leading cause of traumatic brain inju-
ries;

Whereas more than 50 percent of all spinal
cord injuries to children under the age of 18
occur as a result of motor vehicle accidents;

Whereas there is an urgent need to develop
new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and
regeneration treatments to reduce, prevent,
and reverse paralysis; and

Whereas increased education and invest-
ment in research are key factors in improv-
ing outcomes for victims of spinal cord inju-
ries, improving the quality of life of victims
of spinal cord injuries, and ultimately curing
paralysis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2017 as ‘‘National
Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, therapies, and a cure for
spinal cord injuries;

(4) supports clinical trials for new thera-
pies that offer promise and hope to individ-
uals living with paralysis; and

(6) commends the dedication of national,
regional, and local organizations, research-
ers, doctors, volunteers, and people across
the United States that are working to im-
prove the quality of life of individuals living
with spinal cord injuries and their families.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 253—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 18, 2017, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL HISPANIC-SERVING IN-
STITUTIONS WEEK”

Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. MENENDEZ
(for himself, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. CASEY,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. HELLER, Mr. NELSON, Mr.
RUBIO, and Mr. HEINRICH)) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 253

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are
degree-granting institutions that have a full-
time equivalent undergraduate enrollment of
not less than 25 percent Hispanic students;

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions
play an important role in educating many
underprivileged students and helping those
students attain their full potential through
higher education;

Whereas more than 470 Hispanic-Serving
Institutions operate in the United States;
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Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions rep-
resent just 13 percent of all nonprofit insti-
tutions of higher education, yet serve more
than 63 percent of all Hispanic under-
graduate students, enrolling, in 2014, more
than 1,750,000 Hispanic undergraduate stu-
dents and more than 86,000 Hispanic graduate
students;

Whereas the number of ‘‘emerging His-
panic-Serving Institutions’, defined as insti-
tutions that do not yet meet the threshold of
25 percent Hispanic enrollment but serve a
Hispanic student population of between 15
and 24 percent, grew to more than 300 col-
leges and universities in 2014;

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are
located in 18 States and the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico and emerging Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institutions are located in 33 States and
the District of Columbia;

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are
actively involved in stabilizing and improv-
ing the communities in which the institu-
tions are located;

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are
leading efforts to increase Hispanic partici-
pation in the fields of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics;

Whereas celebrating the vast contributions
of Hispanic-Serving Institutions to the
United States strengthens the culture of the
United States; and

Whereas the achievements and goals of
Hispanic-Serving Institutions deserve na-
tional recognition: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the achievements and goals
of Hispanic-Serving Institutions across the
United States and in the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico;

(2) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 18, 2017, as ‘‘National Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institutions Week”’; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States
and interested groups to observe National
Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams to demonstrate support for Hispanic-
Serving Institutions.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 254—REL-
ATIVE TO THE DEATH OF PIE-
TRO “PETE” VICHI DOMENICI,
FORMER UNITED STATES SEN-
ATOR FOR THE STATE OF NEW
MEXICO

Mr. McCONNELL (for himself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. UDALL, Mr. HEINRICH,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CooNS, Mr. CORKER,
Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.

CorTON, Mr. CrRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZzI,
Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs.

FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
GARDNER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. HARRIS, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. HATCH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr.
HELLER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. LEE, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MCcCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs.
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MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr.
REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCOTT, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. STRANGE, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
TOOMEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:
S. RES. 254

Whereas Pete V. Domenici was born in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico in 1932; graduated
from the University of New Mexico and Den-
ver University Law School; and practiced
law in Albuquerque;

Whereas Pete V. Domenici was elected to
the Albuquerque City Commission in 1966,
and as Chairman in 1967;

Whereas Pete V. Domenici was first elect-
ed to the United States Senate in 1972 and
served six terms as a Senator from the State
of New Mexico with honor and distinction,
making him the longest serving Senator in
New Mexico history;

Whereas Pete V. Domenici served the Sen-
ate as Chairman of the Committee on the
Budget for the One Hundred Fourth through
One Hundred Sixth Congresses, and during
the One Hundred Seventh Congress;

Whereas Pete V. Domenici served the Sen-
ate as Chairman of the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources for the One Hundred
Eighth and One Hundred Ninth Congresses;

Whereas Pete V. Domenici fought tire-
lessly to balance the federal budget and was
a strong advocate of nuclear energy;

Whereas Pete V. Domenici played an essen-
tial role in pursuing mental health parity in
health insurance coverage, working across
the aisle to pass such legislation in 2007:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of Pete V. Domen-
ici, former member of the United States Sen-
ate.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
communicate these resolutions to the House
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled
copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark
of respect to the memory of the late Pete V.
Domenici.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1002. Mr. DONNELLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2810, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2018 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1003. Mr. McCAIN (for himself and Mr.
REED) proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 2810, supra.

SA 1004. Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
GARDNER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2810,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1005. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2810, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1006. Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. DAINES, and Mr. WARNER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 1003 proposed by Mr.
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