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the few ways that you can manage that
debt is being able to deduct it off of
your taxes. That is being eliminated
under the House Republican plan.
Now, if I sound a little worked up, it
is because, literally, within minutes,
the House Ways and Means Committee
is going to start marking up this bill.
Not one hearing is being held for outside voices to sort of at least crunch
through the numbers of this proposal.
The plan is for Speaker RYAN to force
a vote next week. We are talking less
than 10 days for rewriting the U.S. Tax
Code, which has not been rewritten
since 1986.
When it was done under President
Reagan, it took a year for the process
to unfold, and that was the right way
to do it, to allow the subcommittees to
take a look at their provisions of the
Tax Code on the Ways and Means Committee, to hold hearings, to actually
have an intelligent, thoughtful exchange of ideas before you mark it up,
rather than jamming it to the floor,
when you are taking away people’s
qualified medical expenses. Again, this
is just the tip of the iceberg.
The deduction that people get for dependent care assistance programs—if
you have a kid who is developmentally
disabled and needs a personal care attendant in your home right now, you
can deduct that—that is being taken
away.
This is a bad plan. We need to slow
down; we need to give the American
people a chance to understand this better. Again, I call on the Ways and
Means Committee to, again, slow down
and cancel the markups that are scheduled this week.
f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.
Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
f

b 1400
AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COMER) at 2 p.m.
f

PRAYER
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.
Bless the Members of this assembly
as they set upon the work of these
hours, of these days. Help them to
make wise decisions in a good manner
and to carry their responsibilities
steadily, with high hopes for a better
future for our great Nation.
As legislation on taxes continues to
be debated this week and next, may all
Members be mindful that the institutions and structures of our great Nation guarantee the opportunities that
have allowed some to achieve great
success, while others continue to strug-
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gle. May their efforts these days guarantee that there are not winners and
losers under new tax laws, but benefits
balanced and shared by all Americans.
May Your blessing, O God, be with
them and with us all this day and every
day to come, and may all we do be done
for Your greater honor and glory.
Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Journal stands approved.
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.
The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 8, rule XX, further proceedings on this question will be postponed.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. NORTON led the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
f

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT
Messages in writing from the President of the United States were communicated to the House by Ms. Gabrielle
Cuccia, one of his secretaries.
f

ISRAELI-AMERICAN COUNCIL
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, our thoughts and prayers are
with all those who are grieving at the
First Baptist Church in Sutherland
Springs, Texas.
This morning, I was grateful to join
the Israeli-American Council at their
fourth National Council Conference to
celebrate our ally, Israel, and the special relationship we have formed over
many years with the people of Israel. It
was meaningful to be greeted by National Chairman Adam Milstein, and to
discuss issues with Dr. Miriam and
Sheldon Adelson.
The Israeli-American Council is the
fastest growing Jewish-American organization in the United States, and
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works every day to foster a strong and
positive relationship between the
United States and the Israeli people.
I am grateful for their many accomplishments, and I wish them continued
success in strengthening the AmericanIsraeli relationship in the years to
come through mutual economic success, creating jobs while promoting
peace through strength with military
cooperation.
South Carolina has always appreciated its Jewish heritage as home of
the largest Jewish population of any
State at the time of the American Revolution.
In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
f

MASS DEPORTATION WOULD
DISRUPT OUR COUNTRY
(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her remarks.)
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, mass deportation of Temporary Protected Status recipients today would disrupt our
country and theirs.
More than 32,000 Salvadorans live in
the District of Columbia metro area;
and Salvadorans, at 200,000, are the
largest group of TPS holders in the
country today.
TPS designation requires the Attorney General to find ‘‘extraordinary and
temporary conditions preventing returning to the state in safety.’’
The most recent influx of Salvadorans, one-third of them unaccompanied minors, shows that these conditions have been met for TPS holders
and others. With the breakdown of civil
society in Central America today,
forced return of anyone now would be
inhumane.
f

RECOGNIZING
DEANE
BOZEMAN
SCHOOL FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
(Mr. DUNN asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Deane Bozeman School, a title I
school, located in Bay County, Florida.
Deane Bozeman School prides itself on
developing boys and girls of character
and as well-educated American citizens. The school’s administration, faculty, staff, and parents join in investing and educating over 1,300 students,
prekindergarten through 12th grade.
The result is that Deane Bozeman
School continues a tradition of academic excellence.
This year, Deane Bozeman School
reaches yet another milestone in excellence by adding a fully chartered Army
Junior ROTC program to its curriculum. As cadets, the ROTC program
will develop middle and high school
students into leaders whose characters
are based on the fundamental values of
loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service,
integrity, and personal courage.
Under the leadership of Chief Warrant Officer Retired Jeff Adkins, these
students will certainly thrive.
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