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The Senate’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
represents the consensus views of the
Finance Committee members and it reflects the values shared by the House,
the Senate, and the Trump administration, put forward in our unified framework earlier this year. Chairman
HATCH has shown impressive leadership
to craft this proposal, and I look forward to his continued guidance of the
committee under regular order.
Today, members will have the opportunity to give opening statements and
provide their insights on the proposal.
During this process, the committee
will consider amendments from both
sides. As of this morning, more than
300 amendments have been filed by
both Republican and Democrat members. Additionally, all Senators will
have the chance to share their opinions
here on the Senate floor. This is an
open process.
It is time to reform our Tax Code and
provide much needed relief to the hardworking men and women of this country. The Finance Committee’s proposal
would do just that.
In a related action this week, the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, under the leadership of
Chairman MURKOWSKI, will begin to
mark up legislation supporting our Nation’s energy security. Further developing Alaska’s oil and gas potential in
an environmentally responsible way is
an important effort to help create new
jobs, generate new wealth, and provide
for our energy future and energy security.
These committee markups are positive steps toward growing our economy
and helping the middle class.
f

NOMINATIONS
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
the Senate will continue its progress in
confirming the President’s nominees.
Last week we confirmed multiple
nominees to a number of Federal agencies. Soon they will get on the job for
our country.
This week we will start by considering two nominees for the Department
of Transportation. Later today, the
Senate will vote to confirm Derek Kan
to serve as the Under Secretary of
Transportation for Policy. Mr. Kan has
experience in a wide range of transportation matters, from Amtrak to ridesharing platforms. His career in both
the private and public sectors will
serve him well as he works to develop
important policies related to our Nation’s infrastructure. I will be supporting Mr. Kan’s nomination, and I
would urge all Senators to join me.
Next, we will consider the nomination of Steven Bradbury to be general
counsel of the Department of Transportation. During Mr. Bradbury’s service
at the Justice Department in the Bush
administration, he advised the executive branch on various legal and constitutional questions. I am grateful
that he has chosen to serve our Nation
once again.
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Next up will be David Zatezalo to
serve as the Assistant Secretary of
Labor for Mine Safety and Health and,
then, Joseph Otting to be the Comptroller of the Currency. Finally, we
have two more talented and qualified
nominees to serve as Federal district
court judges, Donald Coggins and
Dabney Friedrich.
Thoughtful consideration of President Trump’s nominees is an important
responsibility of the Senate, and we
will continue to move swiftly so they
can get to work for the American people. I look forward to considering each
of them this week, and I would urge all
of our colleagues to join me.
f

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.
f

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morning business is closed.
f

EXECUTIVE SESSION
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive session and resume consideration of the
Kan nomination, which the clerk will
report.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Derek Kan, of
California, to be Under Secretary of
Transportation for Policy.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The clerk will call the roll.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, it is so ordered.
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.
PRESIDENT’S TRIP TO ASIA

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
am going to spend the bulk of my time
this afternoon focusing on the tax plan,
but first I must address President
Trump’s trip to Asia.
Without exaggeration, the President’s trip to Asia has been one of the
most embarrassing foreign trips a
President has taken in my memory. It
shows when it comes to foreign policy,
President Trump is not ready for prime
time.
After a campaign in which he routinely criticized China—rightly, in my
opinion—for rapacious trading practices that have stolen American jobs
and depressed American wages, Presi-
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dent Trump went to China and gave
them a get-out-of-jail-free card. Instead of speaking sternly and truthfully to the Chinese leaders about the
realities of our unbalanced and unfair
trade system—where we play by the
rules, and they do not; we lose jobs,
they gain them—President Trump tried
to appease the Chinese and their leader.
Instead of demanding concessions on
trade, instead of demanding the same
equal access to markets we provide
Chinese firms, instead of addressing
the sordid history of intellectual property theft and extortion, President
Trump was eager to let China off the
hook, saying it was ‘‘not their fault’’
but rather the failure of American
Presidents. Imagine blaming America
for the Chinese trade imbalance and
letting China get off scot-free. Is that
putting America first?
President Xi flattered President
Trump, and he fell for it hook, line,
and sinker. From each of his interactions with President Xi, President
Trump has only gotten flattery, pomp,
and circumstance but nothing for the
American worker—nothing.
If he keeps this approach up with a
growing economic power like China,
President Trump will be the author of
a new international reality: America
second.
Concerning the situation on the Korean Peninsula, instead of working toward a new meaningful understanding
of how to best deal with North Korea,
President Trump traded petty barbs
with the President of North Korea on
Twitter. Close your eyes for a moment
and imagine if this was the way Roosevelt behaved toward Stalin or Eisenhower toward Khrushchev or Kennedy
toward Castro. This is below the dignity of the Office of President of the
United States, and it erodes America’s
power in the world.
Worst of all, again, President Trump
seemed to instinctively accept the
word of President Putin against 17 U.S.
intelligence agencies about whether
Russia interfered in our election. We
know that Russia interfered with our
elections. Our entire intelligence community—17 agencies—has concluded it.
Why does President Trump continue to
give President Putin the benefit of the
doubt while discrediting and demeaning American intelligence officers? It
is shameful, unpatriotic—deeply unpatriotic—and he only halfheartedly
walked back his comment after the
fact. Every American should wonder
why President Trump goes to such
great lengths to avoid criticizing President Putin.
After 8 years of Republicans questioning President Obama’s toughness
with foreign leaders—an attack that I
give no credence to by repeating—it
seems that President Trump, not President Obama, is the one who is afraid to
take on America’s adversaries. He forgives China and cozies up to President
Putin.
For the steelworker in Ohio or in Upstate New York whose job is on the line
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