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distinguished service. These honors in-
clude the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal and the Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medal. Con-
gratulations, PO2 Terrence Parsons, on
receiving this recognition, and thank
you for your exceptional service on be-
half of our Nation. You and the out-
standing servicemembers you serve
alongside are true assets to our com-
munities, State, and Nation. I com-
mend you on your achievements and
wish you continued success.®
——

TRIBUTE TO RAY HAGEMAN

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Garfield County’s fire warden,
Ray Hageman, for his actions to orga-
nize and coordinate the local response
to the Lodgepole Complex fire. Ray and
his team worked to preserve the lives
and livelihoods that were threatened
by this devastating fire. Their actions
exemplify the resolute character of the
Treasure State.

The Lodgepole Complex fire was one
of the largest fires of the 2017 wildfire
season. When first responders finally
defeated the flames, well over a quar-
ter million acres of land had burned.
Ray was on the frontlines of this rural
fire, orchestrating the distribution of
local equipment, coordinating effective
initial response techniques, and help-
ing to integrate the efforts of partner
firefighting organizations from outside
the county.

Effective local leaders like Ray are
supported by the committed team
members they lead, team members like
Garfield County’s Anne Miller, who
was the public information officer for
the Lodgepole Complex fire. Anne
worked around-the-clock at the begin-
ning of the fire to build a common un-
derstanding of a changing fire environ-
ment. By enabling open and clear lines
of communication, she strengthened
the team’s fire response efforts and
saved many Montanans from potential
loss of property and life.

Ray and his team weathered one of
the largest wildfires in the Nation.
Their courage in the face of adversity
serves as an inspiration to all Mon-
tanans. Thank you, Ray, for leading
under such difficult circumstances and
working hard to protect Montanans
from wildfires.e

———
TRIBUTE TO IKE MORRIS

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to celebrate the 80th birthday of
Ike Morris, a proud honorary West Vir-
ginian, a legendary businessman, and
one of the dearest friends I have ever
known.

There is no better position to find
yourself in than being able to give back
to the community you love. I can at-
test my small hometown of Farm-
ington helped mold who I am, and it
brings so much joy to my life to be able
to give back to the place that shaped
me. Ike and I share a bond rooted in
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public service. Whether supporting
Glenville State College or getting the
tab at the Cornerstone Cafe in Glen-
ville, Ike enjoys every minute of it.

Ike got his start working for his fa-
ther in the oil and gas business. Want-
ing to set out on his own, Ike moved to
West Virginia in 1962 and worked serv-
icing rigs until he established Waco Oil
& Gas in 1975. No one in the north cen-
tral region of the Mountain State gets
confused when someone mentions
“Waco.” When you say ‘“Waco’ around
here, people think of Ike Morris. They
don’t think of Texas.

It was in Glenville where Ike met the
love of his life, Sue. He knew Sue was
the right woman for him, and he knew
that West Virginia was the right State
for him. They have been married for
over 50 years. As Ike can attest, once
you come to West Virginia, it becomes
part of you forever. The Mountain
State made a lasting impact on him,
and he and his family have made a last-
ing impact on the Mountain State. Ike
is truly one of the most humble, gen-
erous and hard-working people I know.

Together, Ike and Sue have contrib-
uted to the success of many projects at
Glenville State College, which is also
home to the I.L. “Ike” and Sue Morris
Stadium. As a lifelong educator and
1965 alumna of Glenville State, Sue
knows how vital it is that our edu-
cational institutions are provided with
the tools needed to keep up with ever-
changing technologies. Their generous
spirit and compassion extend through-
out the Glenville community and be-
yond, touching the lives of countless
West Virginia workers, students, and
businessowners—all traits they have
passed to their children and grand-
children.

Ike and Sue’s children, Shelly and
Doug, have both made Glenville their
home. Ike and Sue are blessed with and
immeasurably proud of their four
grandchildren—Hannah, Luke, Ian, and
Jordan—and their great-grand-
daughter, Arianna. Ike wouldn’t let me
stop without mentioning his beloved
companion, Waco, his Labrador Re-
triever.

Ike, as your family and friends honor
you, I know this will be a sincerely
memorable occasion for you to reflect
on your many accomplishments and ex-
periences, while you enjoy the com-
pany of your loved ones. You have pro-
vided so much happiness and wisdom to
the lives of those around you through-
out the years. It is my wish that the
memory of this special day remains
with you and Sue just as your guidance
and influence will remain in all the
lives you have touched.

Again, it is with the greatest admira-
tion that I send to you my best wishes
on your special day. Happy Birthday.e

—————

REMEMBERING ANNA KATHERINE
DIGGS TAYLOR

® Mr. President, today I wish to recog-

nize and honor the life and legacy of

the Honorable Anna Katherine Diggs

November 16, 2017

Taylor of Detroit, MI, for her trail-
blazing career as the first African-
American female judge appointed to
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Michigan.

Judge Taylor was born Anna Kath-
erine Johnston on December 9, 1932, to
parents Virginius Douglass Johnston
and Hazel Bramlette Johnston in
Washington, DC. Her father Virginius
served as treasurer for the prestigious
Historically Black College, Howard
University, while her mother Hazel was
a business teacher and homemaker.

In a quest to equip their daughter
with the best education and set the
foundation for her legal career,
Virginius and Hazel Johnston enrolled
Judge Taylor in the Northfield School
for Girls, one of very few schools ac-
cepting African-American students.
She graduated from Northfield in 1950.
After graduation, she went on to at-
tend Columbia University’s Barnard
College for her bachelor’s degree and
received her law degree from Yale in
1957.

Judge Taylor’s historic career began
after her graduation when she became
a staff lawyer in the Solicitor’s office
of the U.S. Department of Labor. After
her post at the Department of Labor,
she moved to Michigan and became the
Assistant Prosecutor for Wayne Coun-
ty in 1961.

The Jim Crow era of the South was a
harrowing time for America, and Judge
Taylor courageously fought for civil
rights during the 1960s. During the his-
toric Freedom Summer campaign in
1964, she represented civil rights work-
ers in Mississippi that were arrested
for assisting African Americans in ex-
ercising their fundamental right to
vote. Upon her arrival in Mississippi,
three civil rights workers—James
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael
Schwerner—went missing. While in-
quiring on their disappearance at the
Neshoba County courthouse, she was
met with disdain and racial epithets
from a crowd gathering around the
courthouse.

Following the terror she witnessed in
Mississippi, where she feared for her
own life, Judge Taylor returned to
Michigan and continued to fight for
equality with an intense determina-
tion. In 1966, she served as an assistant
attorney for the Eastern District of
Michigan. After a brief period in the
private sector, Judge Taylor joined
State Senator Coleman A. Young’s
campaign for mayor of Detroit. Once
elected mayor of Detroit, Coleman
Young enlisted her help to improve ra-
cial inequality in the city.

After working on President Jimmy
Carter’s campaign, President Carter
nominated Judge Taylor for the U.S.
District Court in Detroit in 1979. Her
appointment made her the first Afri-
can-American woman to serve as judge
in the United States Sixth Circuit
Court. She went on to make
groundbreaking rulings and became
chief judge, serving from 1997 to 1998.
After a 32-year career on the bench,
Judge Diggs Taylor retired in 2011.
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