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seriousness of the jurisdiction have made it
an experience I will treasure.

When I became Chairperson of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform
I knew I would not be able to keep all other
committee assignments to include Judiciary,
Intelligence and Ethics. Four committee as-
signments, including a Chairmanship, is a
challenging workload.

I was happy to finish out the calendar year
and conclude some matters then pending be-
fore the Committee.

Accordingly, I tender my resignation from
the House Ethics Committee pending your
designation of a replacement. Thank you
again for this opportunity and thank you to
my colleagues on the Committee for their
hard work and friendship.

Sincerely,
TREY GOWDY,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.
———

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the House Republican Conference, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 685

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr. Jody
B. Hice of Georgia.

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mr. Womack,
Chair.

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Mrs. Mimi Walters
of California.

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, ranked as follows on
the following standing committee of the
House of Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mrs.
after Mr. Womack.

Ms. FOXX (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be considered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Black,

—————
SPOTLIGHT ON RURAL AMERICA

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank President Trump for
shining a big, beautiful spotlight on
rural America.

My district has 17 rural counties, and
for far too long, our hardworking farm-
ers in these communities have felt for-
gotten by past Presidents. But thanks
to the Trump administration’s new
policies and renewed support, that is
no longer the case.

This week, President Trump high-
lighted rural America when he ad-
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dressed the American Farm Bureau
Federation’s national convention,
making him the first President to do so
since George H.W. Bush in 1992.

In his address, President Trump
pledged to work with Congress to pass
the farm bill on time, critical legisla-
tion that supports our farmers. I am a
proud member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, and we have al-
ready been hard at work crafting this
year’s legislation.

The President also signed an execu-
tive order expanding access to rural
broadband. In today’s world, broadband
is not a luxury; it is critical and a ne-
cessity. My constituents need acces-
sible, affordable rural broadband in
their homes, schools, and businesses. It
is critical for economic development.

President Trump is implementing
concrete solutions to make a difference
for my constituents in rural Georgia as
well as Americans across this Nation.
Together with the Trump administra-
tion and my colleagues in Congress, I
will continue my hard work to ensure
that rural America is never forgotten.

————
0 1200

SUPPORTING TEMPORARY PRO-
TECTED STATUS DESIGNATION
FOR EL SALVADORANS

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to speak against this admin-
istration’s choice to end the temporary
protective status designation for El
Salvador. Because of this disheartening
and potentially dangerous decision,
200,000 people who have been legally
living and working in the United
States will be forced to go back to a
country they don’t know, a country
that still hasn’t fully recovered from
the devastating earthquakes but is in
the grips of widespread gang violence
with one of the world’s highest murder
rates. These families have chosen to
stay here.

In my district, the TPS recipients
from El Salvador have become in-
grained and embedded in our commu-
nities. They are longtime loyal em-
ployees; they have started families;
they have started businesses; and yes,
they pay taxes. If they are removed,
our country would lose over $100 billion
over the next decade, billions would be
lost from Social Security and Medicare
contributions, and employers would ex-
perience hundreds of millions in turn-
over costs.

Congress should right this wrong and
pass the American Promise Act so that
these TPS recipients can continue to
work and live in our communities and
contribute to our country.

———————

VENEZUELA’S GROWING
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to draw attention to a
growing humanitarian crisis, one that
is often forgotten in news around the
world. Venezuela is suffering through a
collapse of its economy and Ven-
ezuela’s children are starving to death.

According to a recent media report,
the number of cases of severe malnutri-
tion has nearly tripled in the years
since the economic collapse, and doc-
tors believe that 2018 will be even
worse.

The Venezuelan Government has
taken pains to hide the impact that the
collapse has had on its population and
the role their own repressive policies
have played, but the recent statistics
tell the true story. From 2012 to 2015,
the mortality rate of infants under 4
weeks old has increased tenfold.

In 2016, 11,446 children under the age
of 1 year old have died, an increase of
30 percent. Families and children now
dig through trash in the hopes of find-
ing food. This is a crisis we cannot turn
a blind eye to. We must work together
to address it. I urge my colleagues to
keep this at the forefront of our consid-
eration.

———

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT
ABOUT TAX BY HOLDING TAX
TEACH

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise to set the record
straight about the Trump-Republican
tax scam recently signed into law.

Middle-income and working people in
Georgia would see a minimal gain, and
eventually they will see their taxes go
up, while the richest 1 percent of Geor-
gians will get an annual tax cut of
$83,000.

In fact, Georgia millionaires could
receive a cut of more than $130,000 a
year. In fact, the Trump-Republican
tax cut bestows 83 percent of the $5.5
trillion tax cut to the wealthiest 1 per-
cent who don’t even need it, while
blowing a $1.5 trillion hole in the Na-
tion’s debt.

That is obscene, and that is why I am
holding a tax teach this Saturday in
my district to communicate with my
constituents about what this tax scam
means to them, what it means for their
families, and what it means for jobs
and economic growth.

——

EXPRESSING DISAPPOINTMENT IN
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my disappointment in
the Democratic Party and to express
my concern for the safety and security
of the American people.
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