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On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to the Needville High School Girls Volleyball
team. | look forward to seeing what these tal-
ented young ladies will be able to accomplish
in the future.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable person,
Mr. Julius Lester.

In the summer of 1964, better known as the
Freedom Summer of 1964, Julius Lester trav-
eled to Mississippi to register African-Ameri-
cans to vote, while documenting the Civil
Rights Movement through photographs. Lester
also is known for assembling Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s notes while he was imprisoned in
the Birmingham jail that became the famous
“Letter from Birmingham Jail.” His work to in-
form the public of the Civil Rights Movement
is appreciated and admired to this very day.

In 1961, Lester went on to serve as the ex-
ecutive director of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference until 1964. He au-
thored over 40 books during his lifetime and
received prestigious honors for his work; such
as the New York Times Outstanding Book
Award, the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award
and many others. Lester also served as a pro-
fessor at the University of Massachusetts for
over 30 years.

Today, we mourn the death of Julius Lester.
As a prominent figure, he managed to provoke
thought in all of those who he came in contact
with either in person or through his work.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the life and legacy of Mr. Julius
Lester.

—————
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Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | co-
sponsored H. Res. 621, Impeaching Donald J.
Trump, President of the United States, of high
crimes and misdemeanors. After | co-spon-
sored this legislation, | sent the following letter
to the people of Minnesota’s Fourth District:

For my constituents and for history, I
want to be on the record supporting an open,
transparent process of Congressional inves-
tigations, subpoenas, and impeachment pro-
ceedings to hold President Trump account-
able for actions that are corrupting the Pres-
idency and damaging our nation. To that
end, I am co-sponsoring H. Res. 621, Articles
of Impeachment Against President Donald
Trump.

Congress has the Constitutional obligation
to examine the mounting evidence that
President Trump has repeatedly obstructed
the criminal investigation into Russia’s
state-sponsored effort to influence the 2016
presidential election. The recent revelation
that the president attempted to fire the lead
investigator, Special Counsel Robert

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Mueller, further underscores the President’s
obstruction of justice.

The investigation into acts of collusion or
conspiracy between the Trump campaign and
Russia is legitimate and has resulted in two
campaign officials, including President
Trump’s former National Security Advisor,
pleading guilty to federal crimes. President
Trump’s numerous attempts to prevent, ob-
struct, or impede justice demand action by
Congress to hold him accountable.

In addition to his obstruction of justice,
President Trump’s use of his office to profit
personally from outside business interests
should be unacceptable to all Americans.
President Trump continues to own and influ-
ence a global empire of properties and brands
for personal profit in direct violation of the
Constitution’s Foreign and Domestic Emolu-
ments Clauses.

The scope and scale of President Trump’s
family business dealings and foreign entan-
glements is unknown, demanding a thorough
examination. Unlike other recent presidents,
President Trump has refused to publically
release his tax returns or place his business
holdings in blind trust. Never before in the
history of our nation has a President created
a potential for such profound and rampant
corruption.

It is obvious that Congress must inves-
tigate a president who repeatedly obstructs a
criminal investigation and appears to be per-
sonally profiting from the Presidency. Unfor-
tunately, the Republican-controlled Con-
gress is more interested in covering up for
President Trump and protecting itself politi-
cally than in conducting a meaningful inves-
tigation that provides real accountability for
the American people.

As a Member of Congress, I must uphold
the Constitution. My support for impeach-
ment is rooted in a belief that no president
is above the law. Impeachment is the appro-
priate Constitutional mechanism available
to Congress in the event of extreme actions
by the President that violate the Constitu-
tion, flout our laws, and undermine the trust
of Americans.

President Trump is the only person respon-
sible for the predicament that he has
brought on himself and our country. But it
will take action on the part of Congress and
the American people to stop the damage that
he is causing and to begin to heal our coun-
try. My co-sponsorship of H. Res. 621 is a
critical step in that effort.

———
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Art Klawitter of Memorial Her-
mann Medical Group Needville for being
named the 2017 Physician of the Year by the
Harris County Academy of Family Physicians
(HCAFP).

This prestigious award recognizes a medical
professional who spends at least half of his or
her time in active practice or family practice
education. Dr. Klawitter has been practicing
medicine in Needville for 36 years, and has
dedicated his career to advancing the health
and wellbeing of his patients. In addition to his
work as a board-certified family physician, he
has served in multiple organizations that pro-
mote health care at the state and national
level. He served as the secretary and treas-
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urer for the Texas Medical Association and
was a state delegate to the American Medical
Association House of Delegates.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Dr. Art Klawitter for being named the Harris
County Academy of Family Physicians 2017
Physician of the Year. | thank him for his com-
mitment to keeping the Needville community
healthy.

———
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Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | stand
today to recognize a true American hero.
Marvin Hill of Dierks, Arkansas, is a 103-year-
old veteran of World War Il. On Tuesday, Jan-
uary 30, the Central Arkansas Veterans
Healthcare System will recognize Mr. Dierks
with a commemorative coin in honor of his
service and sacrifice on behalf of the United
States.

| ask the people of Arkansas to join the VA
and myself in honoring Mr. Dierks and thank-
ing him for fighting in defense of freedom.

———
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize the 80th birthday of Benjamin
Russell.

Mr. Russell is the Chairman of Russell
Lands, Inc. He is married to Luanne Radney
Russell and has one daughter, Adelia (Dedie)
Russell Hendrix.

Mr. Russell started working summer jobs at
Russell Corporation, a large textile firm in Ala-
bama that was founded by his grandfather in
1902. He attended Mercer University and the
University of Alabama and served in the Air
National Guard—280th ANG, Maxwell Air
Force Base. After college and active duty
training in the Air National Guard, he was em-
ployed by Russell Corporation as a manage-
ment trainee.

In 1970, he because president of Russell
Lands, Inc., a private company owned by the
Russell family. Russell Lands, Inc. had pre-
viously been a land and timber company, but
has since become a diverse organization with
more than 500 employees and is recognized
as Alabama’s largest recreational development
company.

Mr. Russell is a member of the Business
Council of Alabama, Alexander City Area
Chamber of Commerce, First United Methodist
Church and Willow Point Golf and Country
Club.

Mr. Russell has been recognized for many
honors and awards including: Alabama Hu-
manities Award 2016; Heart of the House
Award given by Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Alabama—2010; The Children’s
Advocate  Award/Margie  Curry  Lifetime
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