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his 11th treatment. Thankfully, he has
one more treatment to go.
Clearly, Eddie knows what it means
to be tough. But to really be tough,
men in particular must know that it is
okay to say something when things
don’t feel right.
The American Cancer Society estimates that 1 in 22 men and 1 in 24
women are at risk for developing
colorectal cancer in their lifetime.
Colorectal cancer is currently the
third leading cause of cancer-related
deaths in the United States. In 2017, it
is expected to cause over 50,000 deaths.
That is particularly important for men
who don’t want to consider the dangers
of colon cancer. This doesn’t have to
be. When detected early, treatment for
colorectal cancer is effective, especially when polyps are removed before
they become cancerous.
More young men are being diagnosed
with young-onset colorectal cancer
than ever before. According to the
Colorectal Cancer Alliance, 11 percent
of colon cancers and 18 percent of rectal cancer diagnoses occur in those
under the age of 50.
Young men, even those in their thirties and forties, must be aware of the
risk for this disease and advocate for
their health. Talk to your doctor regularly if you are feeling pain, and get
screened regularly.
Back in his playing days, Eddie
would have been nervous about what a
coach or teammate would have thought
if he complained of pain. But, in part,
to voices like his, the sports culture is
changing and more athletes are speaking up when something is wrong. We
should all learn from his and their example.
After he was diagnosed, Eddie felt
like his pride took a hit. Like many
others who have faced cancer, he was
concerned that he was letting people
down and he began to question his mortality. But as he went through treatment and reflected on this ordeal, he
started to recognize that it was okay
to be scared.
He has used this platform to speak
out about colon cancer, about the need
for screening, and for research for a
cure. He knows it is important to emphasize that there is nothing wrong
with people getting colonoscopies at an
earlier age. He knows that if he can
help just one individual get a checkup
sooner, he will feel like his battle was
worth it.
Eddie has many people to thank for
their support; most importantly, his
family: his wife, Diana; and four children, Eddie, Nick, Zandra, and Tom;
the entire Blackhawk organization, especially John McDonough and Jay
Blunk; his broadcasting partner, Pat
Foley.
To Eddie and to all fighting cancer,
stay strong and know that we are with
you.
f

HONORING THE LIFE OF
REVEREND BILLY GRAHAM
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5
minutes.
Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of a
great American, a messenger for our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and arguably the finest man North Carolina
has ever produced: the Reverend Billy
Graham.
William Franklin Graham, Jr., was
born in 1919 in Charlotte, North Carolina, where he grew up the son of a
farmer. In 1939, he was ordained as a
minister; thus, beginning what would
be his life’s calling.
It was in 1949 that Reverend Graham
gained the international prominence
he is known for today. It was that year
that he hosted his Los Angeles Crusade. Originally scheduled to last only
3 weeks, it ended up continuing for
over 2 months. Throughout that time,
huge crowds came to hear Reverend
Graham spread the gospel of Christ.
In the years following the Los Angeles Crusade, Reverend Graham’s stature only grew. He traveled across the
United States and around the world to
spread the good word and encourage his
fellow men and women to find salvation with Christ and in Christ. He
would fill everything from small
churches to massive football stadiums.
According to the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, Reverend Graham
preached to over 215 million people in
over 185 countries and territories
around the world during his life. But
his influence did not stop there.
Throughout his ministry, Reverend
Graham became known as America’s
Pastor, serving as a moral compass for
our Nation. He served as a spiritual adviser to countless American and international political leaders and civic
leaders, including every American
President since Harry Truman.
In the 1950s and 1960s, he joined with
Martin Luther King, Jr., for integrated
crusades, a powerful statement from a
White southerner at that time. He delivered invocations at the inaugurations of four American Presidents. In
1983, he was awarded our Nation’s highest civilian honor, the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, by President Ronald
Reagan.
Following the horrific attacks on our
Nation on September 11, 2001, it was
Reverend Graham who comforted our
Nation from the pulpit of Washington’s
National Cathedral.
While best known for his work as
America’s Pastor, there is much more
to Reverend Graham. Foremost among
those was his marriage to his beloved
wife, Ruth. Reverend Graham and Ruth
met at Illinois’ Wheaton College, but it
was Ruth’s hometown of Montreat, a
small town in western North Carolina’s
Swannanoa Valley, which I am honored
to represent in North Carolina, that
they chose to call home. It is a small
town, a humble town.
It was at the Gaither Chapel on the
campus of Montreat College where
Reverend Graham and Ruth were married in 1943. From there, the Grahams

PO 00000

Frm 00002

Fmt 4634

Sfmt 0634

built a home on Montreat’s Little
Piney Ridge. It was at that home that
the Graham’s raised their five children:
Virginia, Anne, Ruth, Franklin, and
Nelson. Certainly, Reverend Graham’s
public works were extraordinary, but
what he and Ruth built as a family is
enduring, indeed.
While an international icon for his
work spreading the gospel of Christ,
Reverend Graham and his family were
simply great neighbors to the American people of Montreat and the nearby
town of Black Mountain. According to
a story in the Black Mountain News,
Reverend Graham was known to occasionally
attend
services
at
Swannanoa’s First Baptist Church,
play golf at the Black Mountain Golf
Course, and grab lunch at the Coach
House restaurant in town.
One of the finest moments of my career was having the opportunity to
serve as Reverend Graham’s Representative in Washington when his home in
Montreat was placed in the 10th District. It was then that I had the honor
of traveling up Little Piney Ridge to
visit Reverend Graham in his home.
The personal kindness and hospitality
he showed in inviting me into his home
is something that I will never forget.
I extend my deepest condolences to
each of Reverend Graham’s five children, to all their grandchildren and
great-grandchildren who have lost a
mentor and a friend. As a nation, we
are forever indebted to Reverend Graham for his years of service to our
State, our Nation, and to this world. It
is only befitting that tomorrow Reverend Graham will return here to
Washington one final time to lie in
honor in the rotunda of this great
building.
Mr. Speaker, I conclude by noting
that Reverend Graham has passed on
from this world, but he has moved into
the kingdom he preached about for so
many years. He has rejoined his beloved wife, Ruth, and has finally been
called home to our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ following a life well lived.
f

VOTING ON IMMIGRATION
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes.
Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, when
we left Washington before the Presidents Day recess, we watched our colleagues in the Senate vote on a series
of bills to address immigration. Only
one bill received 60 votes, but it was 60
votes against the bill offered by Senator GRASSLEY, the bill that most
closely matches the President’s hatred
for immigrants.
So a supermajority in the Senate opposes the President’s plan for massive
cuts to legal immigration and massive
deportations.
b 1015
Then, yesterday, President Trump’s
campaign against immigrants received
another blow. The Supreme Court declined to take a case from California
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and declined to lift an injunction requiring the Department of Homeland
Security to continue to process renewals for the DACA program, which
means that those who signed up for
DACA over the past 5 years can renew
their DACA now, and the arbitrary
deadline the President set for kicking
1,000 people per day out of the program
beginning next Monday has, like so
much of what Trump does, been
stopped for now.
Just take a moment to appreciate
what happened. The Attorney General
and the President, without offering any
evidence, told the American people
that they had to end the DACA program because it was illegal and the
courts would strike it down, they said.
As it turns out, the truth is almost
the exact opposite of what the President and the Attorney General have
told the country. No court has ever
found DACA illegal or even legally suspect. Their actions to kill the DACA
program have been found highly questionable by the courts.
But let me be clear, Mr. Speaker, just
because the courts have taken no action and the Senate failed to take action does not mean that the House and
Republicans are off the hook for DACA.
The President still plans to kill DACA
and make hundreds of thousands of immigrants, who are currently documented and known to our government,
into undocumented immigrants forced
underground—vulnerable, exploitable,
and deportable.
The House has an opportunity—indeed, a responsibility—to step up to
the occasion and craft a permanent solution. The good news is that the solution is supported by 8 out of 10 voters
in the United States: a pathway to citizenship.
Can we, as a body, rise to the occasion to do something Americans want
us to do? Can we set aside questions of
who wins and who loses politically long
enough to do what is right? We won’t
know unless we try.
Many on the other side say there
should be only one option: leave or be
deported, but that is not what we do to
American children. And let’s be clear,
these are American children. We do not
force American children to live in exile
for 10, 20, 30 years. We do not educate
and acculturate our youth and then
force them out of the country.
If you are an American patriot, the
last thing you want is for the world to
see us deporting our own Americans.
Just ask your donors, the Koch brothers, who know that saving the Dreamers is what they call something demanded as patriots.
So, Mr. Speaker, the ball is in our
court. We need to take action now. If
we can draft a compromise to protect
Dreamers and allow them to live in
their home country, America, if both
sides concede something to the other,
we may get to a solution. That is what
leaders must do. A compromise will
likely be painful for all. We need to
show the country that we are willing to
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take the heat and that we are ready to
legislate.
The President set us on this course.
He pulled the legal rug from underneath the Dreamers and then cloaked
his position on immigration in an ethnocentric, pro-European, pro-White
agenda that will hurt America.
But the racists—and we must call
them out for what they are—the racists
who are driving immigration policy in
the White House are defining the agenda for every House Republican and are
shaping the brand of the Republican
Party not just as the party opposed to
illegal immigration, but, now, as the
party opposed to legal immigration;
not just as the party who doesn’t want
poor or Latin American immigrants,
but doesn’t want Brown or Black or
anyone who isn’t White in this country. If that is how my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle define themselves and want to be remembered,
then they should do nothing.
But I have a greater faith in this institution and in the ability of this Congress to rise above racism and to do
something the American people want
us to do without regard to race, religion, or national origin. I am a Democrat who will work with Republicans if
Republicans are serious about reaching
a solution, but it must start with my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
saying: ‘‘Yes, we want to solve the
problem, and we want to rise above the
racism emanating from the White
House today.’’
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Members are reminded to refrain from engaging in personalities toward the
President of the United States.
f

ATTACK AT MARJORY STONEMAN
DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.
Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, the attack at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School on Valentine’s
Day was an incomprehensible act of violence.
I visited the school on Friday, an experience that was both moving and sobering. I walked through the horrifying
events that took place there, and I witnessed the outpouring of love and support from so many who have deposited
flowers, candles, and left beautiful
messages in memory of the victims.
Upon reflecting on that visit and
after meeting with the brave student
and teacher survivors Sunday in south
Florida and yesterday here in Washington, I believe the best way for elected officials to honor the fallen and
their families is by taking meaningful
action to prevent these tragedies in the
future.
That means working to make sure
law enforcement agencies have the resources to assess threats and intervene
before it is too late. It means investing
in mental health, reevaluating school
security with measures like the bipar-
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tisan STOP School Violence Act, and
securing stronger regulations on guns.
Mr. Speaker, the voices and engagement of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas survivors calling for change to our
gun safety laws will be decisive. We, as
a society, must work together to address loopholes and vulnerabilities in
existing law while still protecting
Americans’ Second Amendment rights.
From strengthening the NICS system
to banning bump stocks and preventing
those with links to terrorist organizations from acquiring firearms, to raising the age for the purchase of long
guns to 21, with exceptions for those in
our military and law enforcement,
there are commonsense solutions that
will not prevent every tragedy but can
certainly prevent some and mitigate
others.
It won’t be easy, but we must make
progress on all these fronts. As as a father and a husband, I will not accept
that, in the greatest country in the
world, the loss of innocent life becomes
commonplace.
I am calling on congressional leaders
in both Chambers and in both parties
to work together and allow Congress to
craft, consider, and debate legislation
that protects the Second Amendment
rights of law-abiding citizens while
making all Americans safer. We have
to do better, Mr. Speaker. I look forward to working with all my colleagues
to honor the 17 innocent lives lost in
Parkland.
f

HONORING MY GOOD FRIEND, DEPUTY CHIEF REPORTER ED JOHNSON, FOR HIS SERVICE TO THIS
INSTITUTION
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) for 5 minutes.
Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor and to give thanks to a very
good friend of mine, our Deputy Chief
Reporter of the House of Representatives, Ed Johnson, whose last day for
us is this Friday before he returns to
our home State of Wisconsin.
Ed began his official court reporting
career back in Wisconsin in 1980, hooking up with a judge. He eventually
made his way here to the House of Representatives in 2007 and, ultimately,
became Deputy Chief Reporter in 2015.
Ed took his role as our guardian of
the public record very seriously: with
great integrity, with great professionalism, and with great respect from
everyone who had a chance to work
with him.
And what do these Official Reporters
do for us? Like today, this young lady
here to my left brings her stenograph
machine down to the well of the House
or to a committee that they might be
assigned, and they record everything
that is said. With a single stroke of the
key, they are able to record whole
words, phrases, sometimes whole sentences if they know what is being said,
sometimes when Members are speaking
over each other. It is an incredibly difficult talent that they have to learn,

E:\CR\FM\K27FE7.005

H27FEPT1

