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I have had the privilege of knowing MARCY 

for more than two decades, as well as the 
honor of serving in the House alongside her 
for the last six years, and I cannot think of a 
more determined, driven, and dedicated public 
servant than she. 

Throughout her entire decades-long service 
to the people of Ohio’s Ninth Congressional 
District, Congresswoman KAPTUR has been a 
steadfast champion for our great automotive 
and manufacturing industries, the American 
worker and their families, and the brave men 
and women in the Armed Forces. In addition, 
she has been a tireless advocate for the mid-
dle class, and in ensuring that everyone has 
a fair shake to succeed and realize the Amer-
ican Dream. 

Of course, I would be remiss to also not 
mention her unyielding commitment to our na-
tion’s veterans—highlighted by her tireless 
work and driving force to establish the Na-
tional World War II Memorial. 

Yes, Congresswoman KAPTUR has left an 
indelible mark on Ohio and this nation, and I 
join all those in Congress and across the 
country in saluting her on this momentous and 
most historic accomplishment. 

Congratulations, MARCY. 
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SALUTING REPRESENTATIVE 
MARCY KAPTUR 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Representative MARCY KAPTUR as she 
becomes the longest-serving woman in the 
history of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

For more than 35 years, Representative 
KAPTUR has served the people of Toledo and 
northern Ohio with passion and tenacity. Ms. 
KAPTUR has been a tireless advocate for en-
ergy independence, strong international en-
gagement, robust national defense, workers’ 
rights, and America’s veterans. 

There is no greater physical symbol of Rep-
resentative KAPTUR’s leadership than the Na-
tional World War II Memorial on the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C. Ms. KAPTUR shep-
herded legislation creating the memorial 
through Congress and then worked vigorously 
to appropriate the funds needed to complete 
it. 

It has been my privilege to serve with 
MARCY on the Appropriations Committee, 
where she is Ranking Member of the Energy 
and Water Subcommittee and sits with me on 
both the Defense and Interior-Environment 
Subcommittees. 

On every issue we consider, Representative 
KAPTUR is a thoughtful voice who consistently 
prioritizes the needs and interests of her con-
stituents. Her support for our Great Lakes has 
been invaluable to me as we work to sustain 
important restoration efforts in the area. 

Mr. Speaker, the entire House is lucky to 
have such a distinguished colleague as Ms. 
KAPTUR. As we celebrate this historic mile-
stone, I salute Representative MARCY KAPTUR 
on her service. 

HONORING THE MEMORY AND 
SERVICE OF OFFICER GREGGORY 
JONATHAN CASILLAS 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, on Friday 
March 9th, the brave men and women. of the 
Pomona Police Department responded to a 
short pursuit that resulted in a 15-hour long 
standoff in my hometown. Among those brave 
first responders was Officer Greggory Jona-
than Casillas. 

It is with more than a heavy heart that I 
stand here on the House floor to say that dur-
ing that altercation, Officer Casillas was killed 
in the line of duty. I can’t say much about the 
motives of the individual who committed this 
abhorrent crime, nor do I want to. 

What I do want to do is focus on Officer 
Casillas and the incredible contributions he 
made to leave Pomona safer than it was be-
fore. 

He made the ultimate sacrifice doing what 
he loved, and he will be missed dearly. He is 
survived not only by his parents, brothers, 
wife, five-month old and four-year old sons, 
but also by every single law enforcement offi-
cer of the Pomona Police Department and 
every member of our community. 

Casillas knew his calling early on: to one 
day become a Pomona Police Officer. In 
March of 2015, he set out on this pursuit and 
joined the Pomona PD as a records specialist. 
Casillas would go on to work his way up 
through the department, prudently learning 
every detail at every step. On November 
2015, he became a jailer before eventually be-
coming a Pomona police recruit, putting him 
one step closer to attending the police acad-
emy. 

Officer Casillas intentionally took on these 
varying roles within the department because 
he was eager to learn and wanted to become 
the best version of himself to prepare him for 
the role of officer. 

Colleagues recall Casillas diligently studying 
officer reports so he could learn how to write 
them—he was known for always carrying 
flashcards of penal codes and books to pre-
pare for the police officer exam. 

He was honest, dedicated, and determined. 
He never lost hope nor sight of his dreams. 

And last September, that relentless deter-
mination led him to graduate from the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department Acad-
emy Class No. 207. He accomplished his goal 
of becoming a Pomona Police Officer. 

Officer Casillas was in the final stages of 
finishing his field training, which would have 
allowed him to ride on his own without a train-
ing officer—a self-imposed final hurdle for 
achieving his ultimate goal of riding solo. 

But in my opinion, he achieved his goal 
nearly four years ago when he decided to join 
the Pomona Police Department. It takes a 
special kind of unyielding dedication for some-
one to be willing to put their lives at risk every 
single day that they put on a uniform. 

Casillas was this type of individual. 
Officer Casillas accomplished his goal long 

ago and surpassed it. 
The hundreds of people that gathered for 

multiple vigils in his memory is evidence. 
The young generation of police recruits that 

he has inspired by leading by example is 
proof. 

He selflessly left his family at home to pro-
tect our community. His memory and spirit will 
live on, and we are eternally grateful for his 
sacrifice. May he rest in peace. 
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SWIMMING PRO AND SPECIAL 
OLYMPIAN, MEG NORMAN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, every indi-
vidual finds their refuge and sanctuary in dif-
ferent places. Meg Norman finds hers in the 
swimming pool. Rightfully so, as Meg is a 
fierce swimming competitor and an even fierc-
er lover of life. 

At the age of two, Meg appeared on the au-
tism spectrum. Her mom, Joan, said being 
doted on by her older siblings helped boost 
her confidence. And boost her confidence it 
did. Meg has no hesitation jumping into a pool 
to compete in races. Her competitors don’t 
even stand a chance when she pushes off 
that pool wall. Her recipe for success? Prac-
ticing hard, having a lot of fun and always 
smiling. Meg is determined to succeed every 
time she jumps into the pool and that’s aided 
by focusing on winning and keeping a positive 
attitude. 

Meg is a competitor in the Special Olympics 
and as you can imagine, has been very suc-
cessful. The Special Olympics has given her 
an outlet to compete in a sport she loves and 
she has thrived during every moment. Meg’s 
competitive spirit has driven her motivation to 
succeed and also helped her to win several ti-
tles and medals throughout her life. 

When you can’t find Meg at the pool swim-
ming laps, you can find her working in the 
Special Olympics office. At the office, she de-
votes her time to helping staff with various 
projects, which comes as a huge help. 

Meg’s ‘‘can-do’’ attitude and joyful spirit is 
one to be admired. Her success in and out of 
the pool can be attributed to hard work and 
her own sense of determination. Nothing can 
get Meg down. That is why the pool is her 
sanctuary. 

I am honored to say Meg is a Special Olym-
pian from Houston, Texas. As Texans and 
Houstonians, we pride ourselves in our hard 
work and determination to do something great 
with our lives. Meg has certainly lived up to 
both of those qualities, and I’m proud to be 
able to spread her story today. Just keep 
swimming, Meg. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on March 13, 
I was absent for recorded votes No. 102 and 
No. 103. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: on Roll Call No. 102 I would 
have voted NO; and on Roll Call No. 103 I 
would have voted YES. 
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